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Seamen

Japanese Boat,,
ln Blkml A;Y*

! TOKYO March 16 (Tues-
‘day).— (AP) — A Japanese
se~ captain said_today .that
n atomic blast in the Bikini
avea March 1 showered
- “snow-white ashes” on the
23 men aboard his flshmg
boat for two hours.
“Thr:e days Jlater, .we,dis- j
covere +OUT 1 pxmsed
{ turning reddnsh-ihhck :and
blistermg, - said ,Capf:iIsan !
Tsutsul of the 100-ton Daigo
Fukuryu Maru, in-an inter-
view with the ‘newspaper
Yomiuri.
_ “It was “our first realiza-
tion we were suffering from
‘ atomie radiation burns.”
! One crewman was .reported
'still in serious’ condition at a
"Tokyo hospital.

ISAW FLASH .

Tsutsul “said . his oat “acci:
dentally ‘wandered -into the Bi-
kini atomic test -area, ignorani
{of the impending atomic tests.”

On March -1, Tsutsui said
ithere was a brilliant orange-red

asi -on the horizon about 80
miles away. -

“Seven minutes later, we
heard & deafening explosion
and then saw in the next in-
stant & huge mushroom form
shooting up in. "the "distant "
sky.” he' said. -

“Ahout 90 minutes after
.the blast, snow-white,,,:fhes
‘ begamfatting R SRR the ™

hip.~-he ! sshesAroutu

14 -‘4,-
r ‘Or!ﬂ sereft T, e--’mqu EnJ‘
ergys Commlssion -sanounced
Ibriefly. in Washington®sthat an
| “atomic. device’?: ‘hadbeen ' ex-
;ploded in mld~Pac11’1c. "the tirst
in-a series of.tests— Al lace s

Interest in: the “latest tests
. has -focused_on §peculation that
they would ‘include a hydrogen
bomb, the ‘most powerful explo-
sion.ever set .off by man.

"On Match* 11, .thé AEC said
that 28 Americans and 236 na-
;tives. of the ‘Marshall ~Islands
=“were unexvectedlv exposed to
some (adxatlon" but suffered no
burns and all were reported
weéll,, - - .
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i ~TOKYO, March=17.-—The
United States today’ﬁffered
top-flight . American medical
aid4g 23 Japanese Tishermen
burned :and: blxstered' N )
ashes from 'z supersécret
United States .guclear testrin-
the ‘Pacific,=” 23 * &= 3
<;Uhited: States: Ambund’or
[John :-Allison« also proposed” a
Joint, Japanese-American inves-
tigation of the March 1 incident
in* the BtkkliEglwetok‘ tﬁt
reglof, ¥ -
%~ Only one ot the*23 crew mem-
bers was -considered in danger-
ous condition when their boat
arrived Sunday,.but all had en-
tered “a hospital' today. Three
were added to the “serious” list,
but doctors said they expect all
23 will live,- , ,
. Hydrogen Blast Suspected

“The“intensity of the burns—
skin blackening and hair falling
out—and the men’s story.of the
-blast -stirred speculation thatthe
March 1 test may have been a
-thermonuclear (probably hydro-
gen) explosion. The crew mem-
bers‘:reports indicate they were
about 80 miles from the blast
center.

TJhe United %tates embassy
said- a-team of three American
and -three .Japanese -doctors as-.
sociated with the Atomic: Bomb
Casualty Commission. fn - the’
atom-bombed. city.of Hiroshima !
will treat the vietims. ., -3~
.aAllison'st offer--was .the first
pificial —comment from < the

n;ted iStateg, on-the ingident; -

o Ofﬂcll.l “Disciission Planned - |

’kyodo "News Agericy said tlie
Japanese Foreign Office intends’
Ao-take up the_matter-with the
United' States: offjrlally, Japa-

e officials st they- will-ask]
pompensation for the vietims,
¥ :One muclear specialist, Prof.
Mitsuo ,Takeya.of Rikkyo Uni-
versity, said _he-;believes the
blast may haveubeen ¥ *hy-
drogen-caliber bomb,” basing his
theory on’ the belief 4 regular
atomic, bomb :could- not have
hurled the radioactive debris 80
miles, H¢ said the ashes were

pulverized coral. TV
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'WASH‘INGTON Mar«
17, — Representatwe .Du
ham,: Democrat, Noith Car
Hina, - ranking--Democrat ¢
the~CongressionalyA tomi
‘Committee;: suid ttoday ti
YUnited States “exploded th
moath”: a “ﬂiermonucle‘
weapon many “timesTmor
powerful ‘than'%he Je};plosno
test of Nov..1;5195255: 42
S o
'was-
the ‘test sitel X%

can, New"!o of th
iSenate-House ato, eroup, hi
'announced last _night:that th«

United -States has.the

boinb — “thermonuclear” is J;h(
scientific adjective for this new
iweapon—and can deliver it any
where in the world.. . I T

Cole said it is & fair assump
tion that Russia has an H-bomb.

Experts_ Astonlshﬂ!

Others in a posltlon to know,
but who asked not.to be quoted
by name, said a “warm-up” ex-
plosion of a hydrogen device in
the Pacific March 1 astonished
American stientists with a blast
‘at least 600 .times more power-
ful than,the Hiroshima .atomic
bomb, They said it was three or
four times stronger than had
been expected.

“The Hxx-oshima bomb,, which
caused 60,000 deaths, was meas-
used at,20,000 fons of ‘TNT., The
March 1- hydrogen explosion was
measuredat between 12,000,000
and 14,000,000 , ;ons-otv INT, it
‘was said. These -sources also
{sald It was five times. ‘greater

I

‘than the measured -force pof

H-bomb test;:November;1,- 1952,
Other . comparisons ‘with - the
1952 tests varied; >y
-, - Explosion: Described;
. Thoge. who,reported“’the 800-
times-Hiroshima effect, also said
.ot ‘the March-1 blasts ;527570
~ “The"blast was:set off trom a
‘150 foot tower and shota.nu-
‘clear cloud more thnn«- 17 miles
into the'air,” 7 Treanidl] Lyl
The sbock was felt at Kws-
Jalein Island, 176 miles away. .
There was a fallout. of nu.
clear dust on an inhabited island
330 miles away, but in harmless
quantities  at that distance, -
And, it was added, .scientists
now believe they-can’ bulld hy-

what was believed-to-be tliefirst.

drogen weapons -with+an’ ex. '
plosive power of 100,000,000 tons -

of TNT, ‘a8 compared with -the
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