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CHAPTER 13 = PHS MEDICAL OFFICE: LTAISGN N¥TWORX

Introduction
13.1. In accordance with the SOP=NTSO Chapter 0701, Plan for Radioe
biologiocal Investigations, the Medical Officer Liasison Network was

opersted during the Operstion Hardteck II.

.
Purpose
13.2. The purpose of the network was:
(1) To assist the AEC in the promot investigation of reported
incidents and humsi complain@e related to test activities;
(2) To establish a relationship, or sbsence thereof, betwsen
the individusls' reported sywptoms and the test sctivities;
(3) To explain the situation to the physichn in sttendance and
to the patient in understandabls and acceptable terwe;
(4) To allow s greatsr muabar of medical and hosliz personnel
to incresse thelr knowledge and experience in radiological
health wtters.

Persomnel
13.3. The personnel for operation of the letwork amm listec in the
30P=NTSO. The Network coordination was accouolisned w a DS vad ee)
Offizar assigned to the Test ‘‘anager as a menber of his staff, Two
medicel officers occupiel this position, Additional duties of the
Coordinstor were to serve as advisor to the iest “anager on wedical

‘sallero relate: vo radistion snd as the Off=3ite Medicel Oflicer.



Operstions
13.4. During the Hardtack II Oporation all inquiries and requests
for investigstions were directed for sction to the NT80., Recuuse
the series produced wery little fallout off-sive, the incidcnts ..
complaints that reached the Coordinator were not operation Hardteck

II comnscted,

Investigations
13.5. A woman in Cslifornis had previcusly written s number of
letters to the AEC, Albuquerque Operutions Office, claiming that she
suffered s skin cordition which was csused Ly radioactive fallout from
the weapons testing prograa. The Coordinstor established dontact with
the Region IX Liaison Officer and subsequently visited the woman and
her physicisn. The investigation showed that tne woman previously hed
had cancer of the throat and receivad both surger: and therapsutie
Xoray trestasnts., The Coordinator did not consider redicactive fallout
to blame for her condition, and the OTO advised her that as s result
of this investigation they would not honor her claim for dsmages.
13.6. A resident of Las Vegas was disturbed for fear that her ohild,
at ons time had a tentative diagnosis of heart trouble and was presently
sufferine from asthma, wight be receivine damacin: amounts of rediation
from test activities. The woasn seewmsd honestl- concerned and earnest
in her wish to have information as to whether nr not tre amounte of
radiation froa the mucloar tests series were of heslth significance to

the eammnity =2ud in Loriliculed Ly usl son, (018 Was discussed with



hor by the Coordinator. She was gratified to learn the true situation
and that there was no justification for her to plan on leaving the Las
Vegas area,

13.7. The Coordinator was askad to discuss the case of & former REFCO
employes with his attendinr p)wnicittn. This person was recovering from
hoytltu with tonsillitis and glomerulo-nephritis and trere had been
some question of radiation or heavy metal poisoning as etiological
faotors, A review of the cese with the doctor indlcated that neither
redistion or heavy aetsl polsoning pleved a parg in the patients present
condition. The result of this inveatigation was reported to the Manager
of the Badiologiocal Safety and iechnicel Services Department of ’
Reynolds noctriul.& Enginecring Company,

13.8. During Hardtack II, the compleint of e former emplayse of Yolmes
& Narver st Pniwstok Proving Ground wes brouzht ‘o the attention of OTO.
This person was suffering fron acute aplastic snemis end his physicilﬁ
had rendered an opinion thet the condition might be caused from exposure
to redistion. The Coordinator visited the attending physician, the
patient's lswysr, snd the pztient himself. Further, the Coordinstor
testified at an inforwl h:aring in tie D%fice of the Deputy Counlssioner,
Employees, Compensation Commtisslon, attended bv the pstient, tl.e carrier,
the attorneys for both rides, »ni the eputy “ommissioner. On the basis
of this hearing snd & note b 2 pathclogist to the effect that the
patientts conditlon was conci~tent with poisoning by veolatile hvriro-

carbons, the laswyer decided not to ~ress & rediation damage clain,



Conclusions and Recommendations
13,6, The Medical Liaison Officer Network continued to operate
susocessfully in investigating incidents and inquiries before they
beoane of news importance. No newsvorthy stories of radiastion

injuries or incidents arose during the series.
13.9. The Network Coordinator and the Off-Site Medical Officer

responsidbilities rested with owne individual during this operstion.
This philosophy of close cooperation Latween thess two groups should
be continged,

11,30, The Medical Lisison Officer «ctwork siould be contimied in
operation and be available to the iest lanager during amy futurs test

wvorlaes as well &8s the interln pariods,
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