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Hr. James T. Ramey 
Exec~tive Director 

UNITED STATES 
ATOMIC EJ~ERGY COM.MISSION 

Wf,SHINGTON 25, D.C. 

f,ugust 12, 1958 

Joi~~ Committee on Atomic Energy 
Co:it,ress of the United States 

Dear !llr. Rar.iey: 

My Jetter of July 23, 1958, ndvised you of reported 
raO.loac:~i;rity aboard the Japanese ship TfLl\.UYO ffiJJiU in the 
1·:c~;l.crn Pacific and low white blood counts of ten of the ship's 
CI'~:-11 r..e:r:•)rcrs. Subse~uent develop1~1ents ln this incident are 
as folJ o·.vs. 

7he JoiDt Task Force SEVEN r:iedical team co:r.sist:l.ng cf 
rE"d'cc?l ;c;.nd technical personnel c.rTived at the Pc•rt of Rai:aul 
on .:;lily 25th~ The team has completed an investig.0~ion of the 
:l.n:':c;0'-.:l"t :".ncl a1vises that their findings confirm ~~hcse r2pol··t;,2d 
E2.~ ·: '- ~r 11~' Ro.ba•.11 authm•ities. The Rc;baul authorities carlic>r 
.r'"~ ·~J : _•d rh::it ~~he situation aboard the TAKUYO f.'L4Rl: Fas not 
~s1·lc"s 2.r,d 'Lhat there was no reason to delay depa:::>ture of the 
v_ ::;sel fr·om Fiabaul. 

ihe \,c<c..::> has r·eturned to Eniwetok and has submitted a 
r ;1c,rt by -'~ ='-= •.m t:1eir f:'_ndj.>1gs. T'nei1· :--eport of the investiga
i·.icn of t.:1e 1;.ci ;~!~~ of c.llegl.:'Ci ra":loact;:tve fc.lJ.out on the 
J~,;<:'k se srlips Thh.F:lO I·:ARU ar.d S.4:1':".-:.JHA r.;Jl.:.·m oTJ or a1:iout Jc1ly 14,. 
i9::;'3 dJ.scus:=.'s: (a) the physical contc.c'Jlnc.tio:1 cf the ships 
a:-1G. cc'c;W ;;-10~.1l1-:::rs, and (b) the results of the m2dj C2.l e:x2!'.1ination 
of the J2p2~ese cr~ws. 

From this report c.nd other infOYT;1ation it arpe2rs quite 
poss5.ble that the rainfall 'Lhat occi.:.rred an the T;J.;<_':JYO v,:.~"'\U did 
cor:ts.in r"lnioactive fallout fro!!l t!'ie tests at Ent-:-:etok Pr·ovir:g 
Grou.'1d. 'l~~e c.'Tlount of this f2.l:i.out \·:as not sufflcient to have 
c::.used r:::diation sicv.ness in the crew me;nbers. 'Tbe ship's 
log (TM<:uIO r.lf,_r{U) st2ted there \·:as an increase in redie.tion 
levels to about 15 t:U;;es bc.ckgrou:Jd readings. (Values i1i~'.1er 
t:;3.l~ this are freouently obse:cved in cs:fo-:iu;1ities ar·ound the 
1~:;vada Test Site during \·:eapo~s tests.) It is not clec.r t:t 
t'lis tirae ju Et how ths se n::as1:re::-.ents \·:ere t2ken, 'but even if 
tr1ey represented a 15 fold te::-.:_:>ore.ry increc.se in i·:hole bojy 
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exposure it would not have resulted in a total dose sufficient to 
produce even the minimum symptons of radiation sickness. 
(Calculations made by the Japanese"ns reported in a previous 
\·:ire f1°om the Ar:lerican Enbnssy 1 Tokyo, of a maximum of 100 
r.:illiroentgens exposure to the crew may be some\,·hat high but not 
an impossible value. An exposure of 100 rnilliroentgents is e.bout 
equivalent to that received each yee.r from natural sources.) 

The nedical examinations s:1m:ed no evidence of rodintion 
i:•jUD'• The louest \·1~1ite blood count of 3,350 is below avera.r;e 
but is not considered serious and counts in this range are 
occ2s:lon2lly seen under nonnal circ•J::-istnnces. Tne specific 
c2use for this low count has not been determined, but it could be 
either- (a) a normal count for this individual, •)r (b) the result 
of o~e or more of several causes. Other blood elements {red 
cell:: :rnd hemoglobin) measured \·:ere all within ~orinal ranges in 
all i;istances. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Paul F. Foster 

General Viane.g.er 
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SPECU.L /;SSISTANT TO THE SECRET.hRY OF STATE 
l! ASHINGTON 

l·IEMOR~l\'DUM FOR: 

Admire.l Paul F. Foster, 
General !·i2n2ger, 

Au.sust 14, 1958 

i,tomic Energy Co::c'7lission. 

Subject: Exposure to Radie.ti on of the Takuyo I·laru and Satsuma 
T·i2ru. 

It gives me e;reat t:ile2sure to bring to your attention the 
e.tt2ched telegram fPom /,mbr!ssc.dor f.iacArthur c:::.ncerr.}11g the 
cci!K::!.us:ion of the recent "exposure" incident inv::>lvii1g the 
'.:'~.kuy-o l·bru 2nd Sntsuma !''.:?.ru. 

On i.,i::half of the DepClrtDent I should l:lke to express 
: )~·rc:,~iatj on for the expeditious h&ndling of the matter by 
:,::-1e ;·Leon:) 0 F:ne:r·gy Cor:unission. The many i::idividuals involved in 
l 1~ l;-:':ng the assistance referred to by hnbassador l·bcArthur 
:::re to be co.":":.:-.211ded. 

f-.i;-2;-;ibassy T0k.10 1 s telegr&11 
d2.ted hl'.gust 13. 
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Fhilip J. Farley 
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DEPARTI·'lENT OF STATE 

l\UGUST 13, 1958 

FROM: TOKYO 

TO: Secretary of State 

CURP..ENT PHASE OF U!CIDENT IlNOLVING EXPOSURE TO RhDI/',TION 
OF TWO MSB SHIPS TAKUYO AND SATSlW!.A SEElfJS .ABOU1' CONCLUDED. 
lJOTEl·.r . .Jrt'IHY HAS BEEN VERY RESPONSIBLE IF;AN1~I::R WITH \·JHICH GOJ HAS 
:.:lA1\rr.JiED Ql1ES'I'ION OF POSSIBT.E RADIATION SICKNESS AMONG CREW 
r .f<T,Sr:RS' 2-N FACT 'l'RH!El.JDOlJS PRESSURES FROM PR.r.:ss AJill OPPOSITION 
'f'O BUILD UP THIS INCiDENT rnTO ANOI'HER Fl.l1".liRY'J !11:.RU CASE MID 
Cii::NI'E Jli]\j OR CONT'rtOVERSY WITH US. J AP Al''-·::SE GOv'T HAS LE!IT' WEIGHT 
OF JTS PRESTIGE A!~D INFLUENCE TO QUIET Pll~C.LIC ANX:I!:.:I'Y P..!32~JT CRSW 
.L.2lD E:STJ~H:_~;SH 'i'HAT NO RADIATION Eit'FECTS WEHE SlTF?'.t::.:\ED (EI'.f:i'l•EL 
293). AS ~~SULT, EFFORTS BY PRESS AND LEFTISTS TO BUILD UP 
J;·r;.;(1S;'·HE?."S OF nfSTERIA AND THEREBY DRAMl•TIZE J'h.PAllf'.SE Di-:i-'.ANDS 
:"-rn~ r;1JCLE•·R T~ST SUSPENSION H.4VE F'I\LLEN FLAT• 

JhP/,J,:,:.c;E GOVT MAINTAINED ITS POISE Tl-IHOUGHOUT ·nus 
0; '.i.'i.l ;,·J. l ON :i·JD 'i.'h JS SUCCEEDED IN FrtUSTRATING LEFT'! ST FL!tl~S 'i'O USE 
1 ·US IJJGJ DEi~·r 'EO CREATE SERIOUS DI:F'F'lCULTIES BJ:<:'l·r:EEN us HID 
J!~PAN. HO:.'E'v'ER: AS RESPONSIBLE JAPAl~ESE QF?ICIALS Hf,VE TOLD US, 
, ;.; ~IR :S£.r'(;_q·11S \·iOUT__,D NOT RPT Nor HINE SUCCEEDED WR'RE IT NOT RPT 

. ,'T FOn Fi_i:.i:, AF!:> EXPEDE·rous COOP:C:RJ\.'!'ION OF us GOVT. FL"'.:.ASE 
••· ,.,1EY. l.\Y ISRS:-ii'?.4L J1??RECIATI01\' PJ..:i1I·ICUL.6~-=-;LY 'l.'O /.,EC AND ADi-iIRAL 
- ;-,v~ PW HIS ~~~oPLE FOn 'IHEIR EXPEGITI0:~3 Ai{C FOSVi'IVE 

i ...,.'31.S'T',";..!JCE IN HJ,J-!DLING 'I'HIS POTEl~l'IAL·LY EAPLC:s:n:e INC:!:D_;:;N1'. 

MAC Ai'lT~R 
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