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- UNITED STATEZES 411487
- DEPARTMENT CF THIIZ INTERIOR
LY OFFICE OF TERI.TORIL
ST ' WASHHINGTON, D.C. 20240
st Lc.Tol. Anthony A. Gomes, USATF
Office of Issistant Director IRV
for Tests em v

Divisien of Militavy Applicaticn
Atonde Licergy Comuission
Washington, D.C. 20545
Leer Coleonel CGones:
Coniirwin; our conversaticn of thc othes duyr, we should greotly aupreciate
your Leoring (nto thoe reesibility of obtaining, o caall nucelear power plont

ey wioich: ceuld provide power for the Likini community. Tic wrimary usces would
we power fcr o radio transmitter, schecl, dispeosary, church and o com=—
nmunily bullding. We are anticipating an ultimate populatica ol 30C Lo 4G0
pcrsons on Bikini. Probably most c¢f the Individual houes would not be
servea with electrical power. Over the long haul, we vould leok toward
poucr demands from a small guest-house type facility awnd, possibly, o
science couter.
As a related matter, the High Commdssioner weuld like o aetermiae the
positicn of tire ARC and the Defense Dopartecont with resnect to tin Lost

;&www: shipsg that were sunk in the Dikini

accen as a result of tests theve.
Gver the years we hove had propesals from people sceliliey to solvapce toe
, vessels aod, new that cbe wtell is teo be rescttled, such inquiries wiil
i probovey frercane, The basice quention i, F oshooula thid, whicther tha

venneln are boown or bodieved te be "ot

Lo an cxtent thit would preciude
sulwvipe.

Perhops the LEC Lhas sone information on this or, perivps, Lo
i informeticn that would have te be coeveloped. Mr. Morwood is unaer the
Impression thot dHr. MeCraw wag of the cpirnion that the ships are
S still dancercus and that a salvage attempt should be preceded by
- ment of the hazard. .

possiinly
4 reassess-

.

If the ships sre "salvable," 1T suproue the next stop would be Lo detarmine
"title" or ownership. Some were former United Stetes vesscls anag others
were former enemy vessels. In the circunstances, Defcnse might imposc scra
claim or restrictions on them. In any event, I would appreciate yeur hoving
the appropriate people in AEC look inte this question as well., I'm sending
Comnander Kuhn a copy of this letter and asking him to look imto the quuesticn,
tcu. T the zliips proved to be of seme salvage valuc, we would comsidor
¢eveting the royalties or proceeds from the salvage to the use of the Dikini
people, either directly or by way of their trust iurd.
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Asyistant Divector
Pecific Division



