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The Atomic l!;n,u'gy Oorms::d.on has boen able to rovl.Gi"f brletlat your 
draft "POrt to the Joint Cb:iefs ot stat! regarding possible ~~ ... ~------------
Mnts in the Gn.i~El-,mOUSE prot~~ to mQot the realities of i:ilw m:U1:tal":r 
81 tuation. in t.ill7) Pacific. 

V$;" havo noted that the LOll Alamos l.aboratory is prepared, through. 
Ill'. Gravas, to l"educo the number or test sites i'rom four to three, and 
to defer the target (!a:w to April 15, 19;;1, Q.Yld \lia appr.)va these 
changes. We aro confident. furtJlar t.lmt Dr. Oraves has g:1.VGkl ca.rW:ul 
att<:mtion to other 1'oosib1.o sa"rlngs in !\r.necl l;'o.roes support, nnd tha.t. 
a l'1'a:tch£ul Er.re will 00 .kept on tho possibility of et.:te.cti~~ ovon 
f.urt,ru:~r ccon.:mdos ns th.e sitll.<.ltiOOl lrJa;'f develop_ tie appreCiate, tooJ 
Lhat you have screenod, "uvJ iuill continue to screen, the :mll::tta17 re
QUil'e1nen'ts s5srmt.ial tJO your 1.N1.sks, and. tlul.t the entire operation lrl.l1 
00 conducted on an economical basis. 

However, 1"«! ltoulcl liko to emphasize 'the point that St")E.IlQ apparent 
economics would in tl.lcrt:. bo false economies. Tho roreGe()a.b~ gains in 
our position in atomic woapons,; both imlll~di!tte nnd lonit tam, l1bich mq 
00 expeoted from the:se teS'tn ara of such D. ma¢tuGe.tJ:l:3:li we "auld atand 
V'or'J' fimagain;:;t 81.lY reduct.lon in the. scopo of tho work which would 
x'aise serious questions m~ to the ability of' tho oolenti.C:1.c group to 
collGct tha vital elaiooato ot 'tho data which tiU'e involvod. We baliove 
that Dome of' tho reasons for ou.r atrongvlel'i in this luatte:r will be 
appru."0nt i'r<}m i'ollOYlin~ conoldsrntions. 

i'Ltth regard to tho longer tc....1'1'.r1J thlt't is, I;,ho oorltlU'ao to r.iv.o ;yoora, 
thtiH~ Il~ two pr.1..ncipal points: 

h. 'l'he Gomrrd~3~'flon 1.3 L~l';inf~ high pnority tiothe tiavelopznent 
of 'tho Hydrogen Unrob. "N.;) y"nOT! of no "fUlY- .ll.lOnl e.f'.t'~ctivo to aoco18rate 
thuooot1oal progress 'coward this weapon than tr.,r conducting tull se.ttle 
OJq:l0.r:l..mentDtlU soon ;:H~ '::':JIi) LaboTI..l.tol7 is TO(J,(!\;J.. 'rile Laboratory boliaves 
t.J41.t. tJlo;r 'wlll bo roactr for the flrst; suoh eAperiment no.."'Ct Spri.b.g. We 
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tllUat tht1re.fcn:'O plan iA') m,,'lko It. pooc1blo for this WQt _tsLl.lIl.....c.c.mdUCted.. . .,""." .. ~~ .. ,. 
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We have no doubt that the long term military and scientific 
intereots, as outlined :U11m.ediately above, are generally unders-t;,ood; we 
repeat thom here primarl4" for the purpooo of completing a picture. 

;{ith regard to aho~ter1U implications, we are avrare that, in troublous 
times such as theso, the pressures are often ver;! great to postpone for 

. a fsw' weeks or months, projects of longtenn significance i'fhen they 
compete w'lth the severe requirementis of tho current situation. We are 
therefore devoting the remaindor of this memorandum to t,he significanco 
of the pla.nned test program as vleYJ'ed in the llgh~ of the shorttenn 
requirements as we understand them. 

A rather ,,1ide field of atomic weapon possibili tios io beginning to open 
out before us, and some improvements of ver;! great importn.nce seom 
pODsible of attainment l'fithin six to eighteen mont.ha follo\'1ing a success
ful test program • 
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Adequate instrr..ml£lntat.ion of tho mmi'lrHDlJUE toat.r; has one Hdditional 
and aspccl~ signi.ric<.lJl't bearing on future testa f'.nd on the conduct 
of millt,ar'; oporat.;lons. !':vory effort will be rnado in OHl::f.::imOus:l'; to 
dOVfJlop new test ttioLhOC;h 'J.ud Lo calibratc; nat': inotrl.tn1!~ntat/ion which will 
makepos;.d.ble ,;mch Imm ohlborat.o l)1"(~pUr,ltions f')l~ i,uturc proof tests. 
It so(::mrj I'e~wi)ml.blQ tt, l3.:;(ll.unot;hr.i!:. yd:eh t\'1'O woll irwt.ruJ:;cnt,od tower shots 
~~, 7n""''''~''''' nn'-'" ('f)171 -' 'r ,.,..." l"'Y 'n ··l'-l '" '~I") ,.,'· ... '0" <,',ft+ Mt·l)",,cvI1YOll·t,··N r ... · • .t "11. dtl 1; ..L'1'uJ...!!; ... d'·"" vALl d. "~.-utJ" ~./'., ... " "I,·(.t !.)u .t ........ , .... ..:.. ,t...,,,,,, .t .. J,v. ~ u.....: ... :J.v .--' ll< ~JCI'\. _........ ..L .. ' .. IO,;.h,;:'.V 

We~lp(mi3 b;,: n l.'olut.:bely 3:Utll)le air drOI) over open water. Vie w()u.ld also 
hopo tlnw to 17k1.ko t:w·;:tilablo t.o t.he /u,!Jod Forcoa air bama· inst:rIlTU(;nt~J 
for p()ssiLJ10 co..i1bat 11SC, to ft:lC:t1ita:t.o armOUfJL'lent of strike da;;;k"~ .. .gO. 
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regards cashing in on them in the short term, comp1et~ 'Wlassa11able 
reQsons 11l\r an adoquately instl"UlllSnted and carefully' conducted 
Grua~1'lIOUSg program of the scope g(§nera.lly as planned, and 1n theSprlng 
of 19.51, io an essential to the National 8Qcuri ty, eroWing more urgent 
in fact as the l'fi):t'ld situation deteriorates. We feel, furthomore, that 
the avaUabi.lity of an alternate aite. or sitos, for standby develop
ment is required. "!Ile plan to continue our oxploration of th1amatter 
,to the end that GlV~l:;r{HOUSJ;: may positively bo accomplished, 1'lhatever 
emergency :may arise afTocting gnj.wetok. 

Sincerely yours, 

UNITED STATES ATO,UIC r~NERGY OOStlUSSION 

Sumner T.. Pike 
Acting Chairman 

Lt. Genoral Elwood R. quesada, US/\}' 
Commander, Joint Task l!'orce Three 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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