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The stomic bnergy Commission has been able te roview briefly your

draft mpar'ﬁ to the Joind Chiefls of sStalf regarding possible rearrenges """
ments in the CHEENHOUST program to meob the realities of the miiltary

aituation in the Pm}:fic.

%¢ have notmi that the Los Alawcs Labora‘bmry is pn.pamd, tmm Q
Dre Graves, Lo reduce the mumber of test sibes from four W thres, and
o defer the target date to April 15, 1951, and we spprove these
chenges. Wo are confident further thad Ur. Oraves haz glven careful
atbontion to other possible savings in Armed Forces supporty sud thab
a watchiul eye wﬁ.ll e *«:a&pu on the possibility of effecting oven
further cconomies ns the sitnabion way develop. Ve appreclate, too,
that you have scroensd, and will conbtinue to screen, the milltary re-
quirements essentlal 4o your fasics, and that the entire operstion will

be conducted on an cconomicsl basise , , , ?;3,
; . ‘ 7
| However, we would like to emphesize the point that some apparent >
FAf 1 economles would in foot be false econcmfes. The foreseesble gains in =
i"‘:ij.f ] our position in atonle weooponss both lmmediate and long ter, which may ‘ '-ﬁ
, \?f "qi ba expected from these tesis are of such a magnitude that we would gtand  |B
£ D_-.:\} i vory fim agalngl any reduction in the scope of the work which would 2
CU Ry ralse serious questions as to ihe abilily of the sclentilic group to &
b o 1Y collect the vital elements of the data which are involved. o believe s
@SN that some of the reagsons for our strong view in this matter will be Y
e Yoo apparent from following conslderations. ':;‘]’
Y , , HE
: oh regard to the longer borm, that is, the next three to five yoars,
ﬂ-‘\ thers are two pmmlya.i polints: '
e S
oy is  The Gcn:m:i.wien s pliving high priority %o the -mza-vs .
o el tho MHydrogen Pomb. Y0 know of Do way more ai‘i'caub"lve to agoolerate
S theoretical progress toward this woagpon than Ly conducting full scale

axperiments as soon as thw Laborubtory 1s resdy. The Laboratory belisves
that they will be ready fox ihe Lirabt such caperiment next Sprihg. We
muatb therefore plan o make 1t posclble for this test %o be conductod...
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, ¥e have no doubt that the long term military and scientific
interssts, as outlined lmmedlately above, are generally understood; we
repeat them here primarily for the purposc of completing a plcture.

lth regord to short-~term implications, we are aware that, in troublous
times such as these, the pressures are often very great to postpons for
_a few wecks or monbhs, projects of long tem significance when they
compete with the scvere requirements of the current situation. Ve are
therefore devoling the remainder of this memorandum to the significance
~ of the plammed test program as viewed in the light of the short term
recquirenonts as we understond them.

A rather wide field of atomic weaspon pogsibilities is bepinning to open
out before us, and some improvements of very great imporbance seem
possible of attainment within six to eighteen months following a success—
ful test propram. '
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0. HoneNuclear Teapon Assemblies

In additien to these imsediately possible new cores and this

now pib, there im a military reuquirement for 1ighter and smaller Wespons.

Mequate instrumentation of tho CRENHDOUSE tests han one additional

and especially significent bearing on future ltests and on the conduch

of militexy operatlons. bvery eflort will be made in GRBENIOQUSE to
dovelop naw best meolhods und to enlibrabe new instrumentaidon which will
make possdible much less slaborate proparations Topr future proof tests.
It seems reasonable Lo assume thab with two woll inslrumented tower shols
at Foiwstok nexb Spring we way Lo oble to proof tesb pubsequent fiesion
wespons by a relatlvely simple alr drop over open waters. ve would also
hope thus to make availsblo to the Arued Forces alr borne ingtruments
for possille gbmbat use, Lo fecllitate assousswent of strike danagu.

fie hope that the above outline of our viewn on ihe poogibilitiecs in the
waapons [lold will be of asalzbance to you in the courge of your prepare~
tiong for CGREFE Se e find in these pospgibllitles, partienlarly as
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regards cashing in on them in the short term, completely unassailable
reasons why an adeguately instrumented and carefully conducted
QRBENHOUSE program of the scope gSnerally as planned, and in the Spring
of 1951, iz an espentiel to the Hational security, growing more urgent
in fact as the world sliunation deteriorates. ¥We feel, furthermore,that
the availability of an alternate site, or sites, for standby develop-
ment is required. Ve plan to continue our exploration of this matter
to the end that GRERNHOUSE may positively be accomplished, whatever
emergency may arise affocting Faiwetok.

Sincerely yours,

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

Sumner 7. Pike
Aeting Chalrman

Lt Genoral Hlwood ER. ;zuémda, USAF
Commander,; Joint Task Force Three
‘%’if'ashington 25, De Co»
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