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UNITED STATES S Rt
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

Dear r. President:

he wurpose of this letbher is to obtain aut301it5 to expend the
iclesr gauerwalh,rcoixlea for execution of the atomic test pregram
anned for the late Spring of 1955 at the Pacific Proving Ground.
he opera ,von, Wrich nas been as 813 ned the code name HEDWILG, is
presently scheduled to begin lay 1, 1956. Current plans show a
need for 17 shots, and there is a pOSSibilLuj tiat one or o
additicnal shots Will be recquired to carry cut the objectives of
Lhe progran. -
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The test series 1s des: "nea to achieve four objectives vital o
our continued brogress n the research and development of stomic
wegpons and in the i nrovenent of atomic defense. These are:

first, to proof test certain weapons in stockpile or to be stock-
piled in the nea ar futﬁreg CeCﬁﬁd, to continue developmental
research on prounising vespons; third, to continue 70ng range

weapons research of neﬁ'tecnrﬁrucs, ideas and aes_uns, and fourth,
to conduct a weapons effects nrogranm reguired by the Department of
Tafan : '

Lerenss.

Certain aspects of

varbicular interest ‘*oc g,»éf'
Tl

Eddition, Operation corporates develomuent tests of
devices to be aaapneu as stratezic and tecticel weapons, and
includes tests designed to continue the research and development
of small designs suitable for use in air-to-zir and surface-to-air
mla<1les. These latver, of course, have acplication to . the.a
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The President -2 -

Viith reference to the problems of radiocactive contamination and
fallout, several points are worth noting. The danger area about
the Pacific Proving Ground was temporarily enlarged during Opera-
tion CASTLE; it is intended that this larger arez or a similar
one will be used on Operation REDWING from the outset. Even
though the number of shots for REDWING is greater than that for -
CASTLE (approximately seventeen as against six), the total cumu-
‘lative yield expected on REDWING from all shots 1s only slightly
more than half the cumulative yield obtained at CASTIE.

Tt will be necessary to expend up to the following amounts of
nuclear materials in conducting this program:
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Authority is reguested to expénd the above materials in the
conduct of Operation REDWING.

Respectfully yours,

Chairman

The Presiden
The White House

APPROVED :mw& 1955
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Twight L Eisenhover
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