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r\‘;L IHE (.L~LLR~?!!LST OF TilE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLAWS 

On August 11, 19?6, the Unders<,:rctary of the Deportment of the 

Interior, James A. Joseph, the Deputy Undersecretary, k’allace Green, and 

the Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs, Ruth G. Van Clevr. 

journeyed to Eikini Island to meet vith its current residents. The purpose 

of their meeting was to convey information on the subject of the forthewing 

move by the people of Bikini Island to Kili Island, and to respond to ques- 

tions and hear concerns put to them by the people of Bikini Island. They 

had earlier, on August 7, held a sir.ilar meeting vith former residents of 

Bikini X!IO new reside on !:lli. The High Co;n;.;issisner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, ;Isri~q F. k’inkel, had been prevented by bad vcather 

in Saipan from joining jn the visit to Bikini Island, but he had earlier met 

vith the pzoplc of Bikini, LF vrll a5 vith other nikinians on Kili. 

In 1946, the people of Bikini were removed 

U. S. Navy in order to enable fhe I!nited States 

fron their atoll by the 

to use the atoll for n 

nuclear testing progrxz which lasted until 1958. The islanders vere moved 

first toRongerik then to Kvajalein, and ultimately to Kili. In the late 

1960’6, it appeared that lcvcls of radiation on Bikini atoll verc such that 

the people could return to and use a number of the major islands of the atoll. 

Beginning in 1969, a clean-up of the atoll and a rehabilitation prograrr vas 

hrcun. In rhr early 397p.E. srr 9’1 inj pr!ylc~ \iprc r--lr.yr.c: i- t!jr* pY tic:t 

‘-. y i / ; ,-, c it . i 1 ': . . . 
rst‘:.d ;.,L__L_.:. _..;_c.LL cc: 1c .-.j~lCXlzafL~ :: i-L ;n I:;o. In 

1977, the intzhe of radi@nuclidrc by the pr2plr living on Bjkini I.+la:)d ha: 

incrc;lsed LL’ al:irming ~‘ro~c~rrin;,s, a:)? a G:ajcr fc eding prozr;Jm yas instj- 

tuted. April, 1978 surveys shoved that thr fet-ding prograr. l-.zJ not resultd 
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in a decrease in the radionuclidr body burdcu. The Ilepartment of the 
. 

Interior decided, in the light of the evidence presented by the Department 

of Energy, that the pcoplr living on Bikini should be moved at the earliest 

possible date. An aerial/radiological survey currently underuay and other 

r&Ziolo$icrl tests on Bikini being ccnducted by the Department of Energy 

vi11 determine whether Bikini atoll can. in the foreseeable future, be 

considered as a home for the Bikini-peo?Io. 

Among the requests of the people of both Eikiri and Kili i<as a 

request for a statement in writing of the understandinKs tha! :he repre- 

sentatives of the United States conveyed during those metLinKs and of the 

commitments that those representatives were wjllin? to n12ke. The f 01 lo%.- 

ing are intended to respond to the principal concerns then and there 

expressed.* 

Hr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on behalf of the Government, of the 

United States, and Mr. Winkel, on behalf of the Government of the Trust 

Territory, offered the follouinp assurances; 

I. The Government of the United States considers itself general!)’ 

responsible for the well being of the Bikini people and their descendents 

and, following consultation with them, the Government of the United States 

vi11 seek to arrange their relocation, permanently, in the most satisfactory 

canner possible. The Department of the Interior will undertake to obtain 

such authority and such resources as may be required in order to meet .and 

>a,:.. 1 !L. I ‘.’ I c , sc’n:. ; ’ f.% r till. b;i-ini -: i:I Ii r:‘i! :.._’ , ! tlv f C-t.1 

~j~:~~crs rclrlred to above acre involved in a n.zjr?- airplane accident 
off c!~c- roast of Guam. /.l t hocgh tl,csy were az,.~n~ t tic survivor.=, their 

notes takrn at the mc;et_ings sul;k with the airplarlc. This statement. 
drnf tc,d 5~ Mrs. Van Cl eve 01, ;\ub,Jst 15 at tllta Guar. Kavnl li.,s;)1~~1 is 
intc.nded to be as full as recollections permit. but in the circumstances 
IL may not hte complelc. 

DOE i$ItcIiIv= 
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discharge this responsibility. The Department of 

i:tl~e~ agencies of the L’cfted States Covernmcnt to 
c 

Department of Energy, so as to assure that, amwg 

nreds nf the current residents of Bikini Island cunt .nue to be met. 

the Inre’rior ‘Gill call upon 

assist It. partlrcl;rIy the 

other things, the medical 

.- .*. fi~cn:js~ Kili Island has, zil:J1 receFt weeks, been regarded as 

solely a temporary relocation site for the people of Bikini, the Governrncnts 

ha\c never undcrtniren to construct pcrmzncnr faciljties thcrc, nor to im.srove 

significantly any of the existing Kili facilities. It is no\; knnwn that 

bikini Island will not be fit for human habitation for decades to come, and 

on the basis of the most recent scientific information, it appears that Eneu 

Island, ir. the Bikini Atoll, will also be unavai!able for settlement. Ir. 

the circunstnntes,. the Governments understand that somr of the Bikini people 

will choose to remain on Kili indefinitely. and the Governmrnts will accord- 

ingly undertake a program for the permanent rehabilitation of Kili. 

III. It is not yet possible to develop a permanent relocation plan 

for the pco;!lc of Bikini. That plan must await completion of the aerial/ 

radiclogical survey that is not; underway. and thi;: is expected to be com- 

pleted no 1;ter than the early weeks of 1979. h%en those .curvcy results 

arc’ available and evaluated, and when any remnjnlng scientjfic tests found 

ncccssary are also completed, all of vhich derelopmcnts are expected to 

occur ia the first months of 1979, it will be possible to identify safe 

relocation sites. The Governments will then, following full consultation 

will1 the people of Kili (including the current residents of bikini Island 

who will by then have relocated there), plan In detail for the relocation 

choose to move elsewhere, affording to them a 

relcser~on rites. Fcrsr ~L+FJ chonrn co remain on 

L:iCri. 
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VTII. The Governments recognize ~lis: the current residents of 

Eikini Island will encounter personal hardships, as well as certain 

18. expenses, attendant upon their forthcoming Rove. The Governments will 

0 , . 

'0. 
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2. 

‘2. 

I. ;. 
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27. 

therefore, pay, as a lump sum relocation allowance. the sum of $100.72 

per person, to the head of each family on Bikini Island. That sum is 

not intended to constitute compensation, in whole or in part, for any 

damage the Bikini Island residents may be found to have sustained. It 

is intended instead LO be a one-time payment to facilitate their forth- 

coming move to Kili Island. The Government of the United States has 

arranged for the current Bikini Island residents to stop at Kvajalein. 

while enroute to Kili, to make purchases there. 

‘8 . 

30. 

. 

Vll. : ne Governments recog,nire that the island of BiElcl and the 

Eil:i:i Atoll are places cf unique importance to the people cf B:k~nl and 

their dcscen?ents, and that it is therefore i.r:nortant to the- ., <.ule 

to v1e.d and visit Bikini. even if only brlcf::;. The Governncnt of the 

Truer Territory will therefore arrange, vhen T-rust Territur:: r:--:.sing 

SCL‘EdL: es ptrrit, tc transport Eikini Rcs~ dio:s living on i:i!i iincluding 

the current Bikini Island residents about to move there) for visits from 

time to tl?z to Bikini. Suet. visits will necessarily be brief. zrL1 it 

will nnr he possible for the Bikini visitors to reside, even bricily, on 

Bikini Island nor, probabiy, on Eneu Island. Such brief visits will. 

howcver, occur from time to tine. as shippjnr schedules reasonably permit 

and a5 the wishes of the Bikinians indicate. 

-- 

. . 
I ‘. 1 : . , . ,. . . . ,. ,f f_.‘,.~., .... t” 

be ix:ia\~s: I ve. ‘1hcy are intended to respond to the major concerns ex- 

prrss~~d at the mr,rtin: on Bikini and I:ill on Allrunt 11 and 7, 1978. 

-5- DOE ARCElvEs 



, I 

1. 

I!. 

3. 

i. 

5. 

0 . 

7. 

F. 

rr. 

10. 

Il. 

12. 

;3. 

14. 

15. 

16.. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

25. 

7 - _I. 

28. 

29. 

c 

i&Led: 
+--- 

30. 

- 6 - 


