326 U5, ATOMIC HREReY Y RN - ‘{’ ; *'::*%{y 5
]G COMMISSION t}g ”Y‘.{'T 7“%; ,‘Vg:
Collection SECRETAR_I_ \T
Box 4929 . .
Folder KA .7 I&O’WI W?; Yol ) Evy e

Honorable Robert LeBaron
Chairmen, Milltary Lialson Comittee 74084

to the atomis Encrgy Corission

Dear Vr, LeBarong

Subsequent to my lettor to you of Septenber 23, 1952 on the Come
mission's requirenent for use of Bikini Atoll, our General Manager
and our Director of Nilitary Application have conferred with the
-Commander and the Scientific Director of Joint Task Force 132

Al with respect to plans for future overseas test operations, Their
e discussion was concernad specifically with the requirexents for
A overscag tests as the Commission now sees them and the cspabilities
of the Task Force, including its scicntific elements, to conduct

t»hm.

e . The reference conferecs concluded that detonstion in any one operae
. tion of two devices of szveral negatons yleld each was feasible
provided operational nlens permitted detonation of ons at Bikimd and

: one at Erdtwelok; that ¢o atterpt to detonate both on ons atoll would

’ : require an operation of such length as to be imprecticable, :

o Eaving in mind the conferees conclusions, the Comission has con= '~
o sidered and epproved, subject to Departnent of Dofense concurrence,
the folloving critema for operations CASTLE and RIDWIlGs

8e “Flarning of each operation should proceed on ths bas
of detonating two devices of several mezatons yield,

b. The raximun mnbar of detonations for any one operation
should normally be four, of which no more than two
shoiald be mezaton yield devices,

¢. The total of four detonations would be increased only

, if an increased murber could be accommodated reassnably,
CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED a situation which might obtain in the event one or more
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- air-drop detornations were prograrmed, In this event ths
el dopac. LI/Z/ 1 mimber of mezaton devices would still be held to tio.
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The Conmission considers that the above scopes for CAS
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’ 1.1iG are ossentisl in order not to restrict development progress
* - It is understood, howover, that to procced on this basis will
probably roquire chanzes in present JTF plans for CASTLE3 that
speoifically there will be required continued bass support for the
My Task Group at a place other than Eniwotok, Ve undersiand
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further that the Commandar, JTP-132, is reviewing his regquirsments
N in the 14ght of tho proposed scopes of oporation and that, if indicae
S , oo ] ; T :
,,’;’ t«ed,v his new z.'oq.'xirewnta will be sub tted'morbly. DOE ARCHIVES
e In view of the 1imited tims for proparations for CASTLE, the Come
w2 . . ., - nisslon 4s procesding on the assumption that operations of ths &bove
T : Bcops can be condusted, --We would apprecists az eerly an indfcaiion
as possible of vacther the Departuent of Defenss cai fupporh the mr ucporel W
o proposed orerations and its corcurrence in the above eriteria,
-' . . sincerely yours, o
. Gordx Dean
. Chairman
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