ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 23, D. C.

79040

April 25, 1952
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Dear ¥r, LeBaron

To facilitate plamning for military participation and supporg of .
atomie tests, the Comnission wishes to i{nform the Coumittee of its
curreuat plans for future full-socale weapons test operaticns, Three
separate and distinet series will be discussed in this letter.
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A sumzsry of plans for IVY was forwarded to you by
our letter of Oetober 29, 1951, together with a sopy
of AEC 483/1. Since that time the Comission ataff and
AXC oontractor personmnel have continued to work with Joing
Yask Foree 132 and Arxed Forces Special Weapons Projecs . .
toward IVY and have participated ia drawing up & mutually !
accsptable technical program, Three changes im the crie
ginsl concept have devhloped. First, we now plam to evacuate . .- -
a1l perscmnel from the Atoll priocr to the thermonuclesr (MIKZ) |
shot, singe the safety of the firing party 4£ left ashore
is doubttul. Second, the high-erfficiency, high yleld
(400-600 KT) fisslon device (EIEG shot) is scheduled teo S
follow the MIXRZ shot; eonditions fellowing MIXE permitting,
Third, unavoidable delays to date im engineeriag, fadricate =
1ng, s=d procuring materisls fer the cryogenie asnd other - ‘)

.

technical apparstus have forced & change in scheduled shed
date for MIXE from Ogtober 1 to November 1, 1952,
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Consideration hes deen givem to cendueting smother fulle

scale test ocperation (UPSHOT) at the Fevada Proving Groumd

following TUMELER-SNAPFER. e had teatatively planned te

conduet UP3:i0T {n the Fall of 19524 It has recently beem

deterained that UPSHCT camug) be ocondusted prier to the early

Spring of 1955, A target date for the beginnimg of the

operation is Fedruary 1, 1953, These plans, however, mus{ £t
rensis subjest to change in the eyemt of unexpected dmiqp- {;,“irl L
/gm Deviees for tuting dnring UPSHOT Rave ao% Lbeen come Atnsapre
pletely determined at this thu. e
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From tine to tine various Department of Dufense agencies
concerned with operstional probleas connected with Pacifie
Proving Grounds tests have raised informslly ths questiom
of the approxinmate date of whatever operation is planned
for that area following IVY. Inesmuch a8 you may wish te
bring this matter to the attentien of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff for necessary support planning purposes, it is our
opinion that & date of approximately September-October 1953
represents the best guess that can be made at this tirme for
ocoupaney of Eniwetok Atoll following IVY, CASTLE is the
code neme assigned to the series of atomie tests at the
Pocifie Preving Grounds in the Fall of 1983,

% will keep the Committee informed in any changes in ths sbove plans,
S8ingerely yours,

UNITED STATES ATOMIQ ENERGY CQREiISSION
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Honcrable Robert LeBaroa
Chairzan, Military Liaison Comni ttee
to the Atomle Energy Commissiea

CCi; Chisl, APSWP
Manager, SFO (2)
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