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Refcnnahudetothefolladngs‘. .

1., Memorandum dated July 1 fm Coloml Schlatter to cqloml
Bertford, subject &3 above, symbols MATALRFC; .

‘2, letter dated June 11 from Dr, Graves to General claruon,
syubals J=-12121; . ‘

3. lolms&iamrnportonluxﬂiaryhédngﬁromdahthe
:arshall Islands for the Atomic Emergy Commission, dated August 1,
952, - . S : .

The possible requirement of an adcitions] zite for performmnce of
pert of Operatior Castle was first considered in conmection with
LASL plawming, as indicated in Dr, Graves' lstter., At ths con-
ference in this office on August 7, participeted in bty represente-
tives of your effice, LASL, and UCEL, §t was concluded that LACL
would probatly not require any arez awey fream Eniwetok for thelr
portion of Cestls., EHowever, with the progran proposed by UCKL,
acded to ths previocusly-mentioned LACL program, it is otvious that
it will be 4mposgible to conduct Operation Cestle in its preeextly
contemplated form without additional tesit arecas,

Planning fer the operation after Castle, in whic: consideration is
being given Ly LASL for ene thermomiclesr test and by UCLL for twe
thermomiclesar tasts, makes the requirement for additional real ectete
even greater., We can only conclude, therefore, that action is nec-
essary to provide additions) sites for future operations at the
Pacific Proving Grounds, ,

As to Yocation, we refer to the letter of June 2 from James P, Davis,
of the Department of Interior, to Er, Dean, Dr, Graves, on & recent
trip to Ehintok, flew over the areas in the Mershell Iglands mentioned
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Ly ¥r, Davis ag beinz possible alternates for Bikini, He reports
that the land areas swvailable on Taks and Biker sppesr to be too
limited to merit further conesiderstion. 7The land srea onm Taongi

wee reported to appear promisins, tut the lack of e chennel inte

the legoon, 28 well as the large mumber of coral heads in the lagoon,
would meke operstion very difficult. In addition, 4t coes not ep-
pear possible to construct a sufficiently lonz eairstrip to provide .
for 1ntcz-atoll alrlift to ‘support an operatien,

The Atoll of Rongerik s quito close to Rongelap and s upuind from
4t, Hence, sny lerge-scele detonations at Rongerik would almost
certainly require evacuation of nztives from Rongaelap and might
evan contaminete that area so as to restrict return of the Rongelap
people., In addttion, Rongerik is mear the center of the Hershell
group and use of this laocation night endsnger populationz of other
ula.nds or atolls, .

The suggested locations in the Caroline 1alands and the Marisnss
Islands wers not considered seriously, since their distance from
Eniwetok 15 ®o great, To utlilipe ary of thase islands, it would be
necegs2ry to set up 2lmost a duplicetion of the Enimetok facilities
end would probehly tend to segzregste activities into two more or

less independent operstions. From a stendpoint of unity of operation,
such &n arrerzement is not considered acceptelle,

- i T .

Ye note 4n the memorsndum of Ap-il 17 froz ¥r, Dean to Er. Boyer
that Senator Thomas, Mr, Davis, and ¥r, Sady hsd reported to Yr,
Desn the sad plight of the netives of Bikini who wers trans’erred

tc K111, Thelr report wonld indicete that the people on Kili are
unable tc mstein themselves and are quite unhappy with their present
arrancecent, This report is at wvariance with informtion furnished
Dr. Grzves by Nevel persomnel at CINCPAC, Their report is thet the
Bikini people st Kil1 are quite content with their present locstion
end, in fact, "never had it better.” With the differences of opinion
expressed {rom two different sources, it woulcd appeer that & resident
investigation, as suggested Ly the Depertment of Interior, might be
necessery to ectuslly determine what the conditions at Kili ere,
Review of the warious phases of this problem leads to the following
conclusionss

1. Land areas in addition to Eniwetok will be required for
future test operations in the Pacific,

2. Since Bikini 4s not inhadbited now and 4s most suitsble &s

to land area and location for use as an additien to the Precific
Proving Grounds, we recommend th-t {ts avnilability be vetsined,
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3. Yo recommend that the Department of Interior be informed
that Bikint metives can mever return to that atoll, If it 4s
verifisd that Bikini people are dissatisfled at Xil! and ecannot
sustain themselves there and must be moved to snother location,
it is suggested that a new home be found for that greup rather than
to consider returnins then to Bikini and mov!m another group of
pecpls from snother stoll, =~

4. This office hap not tuigeted « and we do not feel 1t is
our responeibility « any funds for further relocation of the Eikini
peopla, If the Depertment of Interior is convinced thst remowvsl of
these people from Xili and relocztion to PiXini or any other atoll
is necess:ry, we feel that this should be budgeted by that Depertment.
AEC should provide whetever support Imterior would require in develop-
ing the Justiﬁcation for this erpenditure.

Regarding ths pouible nee ef Bikini, reuunoe s made to Xy 1ett.er
ol August 21, subjects ®ERECLSSITY FOR EEGINNING WORE AT BIKTYTY “TOLL,"
If Bikint is to be used for Operation Castls and that eperation is to
be held 4n the Fall of 1953, =8 presently scheduled, it will be mn-
datory that construction work at Bikini bec,in shortly, as outlined 1n
the referenced -norandm. : ‘

Fe will tppreciate your taking appropriate action and mfominz thiu

office of developments as thsy occur, in order that plenning for the
initistion work st Bikini mmy bs kept ocurrent, -

CCs Br, Graves, J=Div, LASL
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