United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

dear Cr. Biles:
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received your letler dated Naveshar €, 1974, in which y2u addressed
e aral issues concorning Likini end fnawzis
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Upon revieuing the Ad ioc Committea's rc*crt it 1s clezr that tncu
was the first chsice Tor habtitation bat tikint wes not pracludad as
unsafe, Thuas, sirce tha 3@0910 expressed a strorg desire to return

o Sikini, that fs vhere the cri:inz] houscs were built. [t {s our
understaauxu" thet the AEC was .“,e aware of the poople's fealings
and,as centiconed, 03 chicction was voiced as AZC uitnassed the
censtruction progran. lie feel th:* your report contitled “Radiation.- .
Safety Consfderatfons at Cikint A:toll,® Yay 1970 (erclosed), serves -
2s a sound iustfficu.xcn to support cur past efforts, Dther than
cocontrt crahs, pandanus was the cnly feod rentiorad as necding srecial
attentfon and the rest of the recort was pesitive fros a safety point -
of view. ODr. Sustafscn’s 18£8 report was also positive.

You also uentfcned a rumor that coral other than that froo the Peter-
Chee sfte was wused {n constructing buildinss. Cnclesed {s a copy of
a letter fros the ceneral cﬂn.r ctor statin? that the Peter-Gbee site
was the cnly coral source. Vou will rote that tre bikini District
Ad=inistrator's Renresentative attests to the correctness of the
statosent. )

As respects your cocment on the slow coconut trez qrowth, the Distad

Yarshalls has told us that tha trees are cercrally dcinz well in licht
of the rather linited rainfall. Trust Territory asticulturists are
followina up with soil checks to ascertafn the nced for edditicnal
nutricnts. - ‘
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e have cfven the Jactan raturn {ssus consiuzrable thoucht, &t Lhis
ti2 va plan te rracazd with tha retura, oratably akout Lari) 1975,
after tha plon for Wivino, wirkin) 2nid suzport hizs Leen fullv assesscd.
e Teel an obligation 4o honor the coimitoent, 2srezizlly since the
Council pessed en oréincnce which in part agdressad the safetly consilera-
tion seot forth by AEC, The Distad his aleo assured us that a full-tire
aopointed rerresentative wuld enforce 211 restrictions. At present,

wa ars wirrine on an {rnterzcency saoport aireemant betuocen tha fonartren
of the Inlevior ond thz Jofonse Luciedr ACzncy conceriing he roturn of
50 pecpla,

In symzary, wa waqt 1o restite our positicn that ARC nust be camletely
{rvclved In the tikial project on & rather 7Tull-tira bisis. <2 sunjest
&n interasancy sroun te sot L to rarticiniia 3n &)Y proorans reiites

te cikinf. This oreus shauld inclule represantatives frow 820, TiFl

a7, 17271 2 ‘<-*11= 520, Holoas and kisrver, ami ULSC. Yo will take the
lead in seit tuis up. It mav b2 eppreprizia to have a rmeating in the
rear futura sirce a vaster plan s now befna presared by tHoloas and
farver, '

o also strongly urce that a comorechansive radiolnzical assessizant, such.
as that dons on _”,,_;;k, be unieriaken by AIZ ¢t the carijest possibie
tize. The SOI/TIPI hove en cntaing resabilitation sreqreas that should
not ba inhibited by lack aof complete up-te-dzte rzdizlozical data. Tha

Offica of Territorial Affzirs stends ready to ascist this effort in any
w2y possible, and looks forward 9 your eirly response sO we nay proceed

in a cooperative effort,

incerely yours, ..
s. Cerpeates

Stanley S. Czroentor
Director of Terrftorial Affairs

Cr. ¥artin B. Giles, Director

Division cf Operaticnal Safety ;
Atosic Enzr3y Co nuisaion

¥ashington, D.C. 20545
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