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Page 147 

Foot.note continued frOJl 146: Date 1bould be 1958. Operation Hardtack. 

using both BUdn.i a..nd Eswetak ,..a, coziducted ln Sprln& Summer 1958. 

?2. ge l 75 

Seconc sentence: 1957 1hou.ld be 1958 (1ame rea1on) 

Page 175 

.Accuracy o! 1tatement i.n third ae.atence should be checked agai.J:ut 

Stlte Depat'~me.at reference (which -.·e do not have). 

Page 194 

IDt~::-ior may wi1h t.:i challenge t.he ataterr.e..at i.n t.be !ir1t full para1raph 

that pluu for re1ettUng the Ene,.,·etak people " ••• are nov.· being 

formulated but only alter recent te1al proceedln&• beca.me embarrae1ln1 

!or the United State• Air Force .•• , etc. 11 

I believe tbe record will ebow that the decillon to release Ene'tlr'etak from 

Oefe.n1e Depart.rr.ent control, a..nd thus make It available !or reb.abllltation 

was taie.a independent of a.ad la. fact prior~ the l.DltiatioD of the P.ACE 

litigation. 

500123~ 

j 
i 

I 
~ 
i~ \ 



... ------ -

THE KISTE AND OGAN SOCIAL CHANGE 

SERIES IN ANTHROPOLOGY 

ROBERT C r..::s-:-r: t::L.'CE'.'\E OGA'.\ 

Roberr C. Kisre was born and raised in Indiana. .~ fter 
completing his unoergradua[e studies in anthropology • t 
Indiana Univerm\· in 1961. he [OOK his graduate training 
at the Univermv of Oregon. where his Ph.D. in anthropol
ogy was awarded in 196 7. ln rhe same vear. he moved to 
the University of Minnesota where he now has an appoint· 
ment as associate professor or- anthropology. While on 
sabbatical leave during the 1972-73 academic year. he 
taught at the Universit~· of Hawaii. Dr. Kine's specializa
tions and interests mciude social and cultural change. the 
history of anthropology. and Oceania, particularly Micro
nesia. Among his current professional memberships are 
the Am~rican Anthropological Association. the Association 
for Social Anthropology in Oceania, and the Society for 
Applied Anthropology. 

.:.·~t.£ . ..::~~~·- . ..:- -
~··~-- .... .....-~ ........ . .. .. -----. _ .. ,. ·-

·' --~ 



THE BIKINIANS 

~ Cummings Pu~,/ishing Company 

500123b 

l 
" , 

.. 

?. 
.. 



----:--._-~----~\.,-_-··-----------------·--

~·=-' .~ .:~~-. -~.~ ~. -~ 
-~-

A Study zn 

Forced Migration 

ROBERT C. KISTE 

Uni:,,ersity of i\1i1111esota 

, ... ~. -- . - ...... · ..... ·-

Menlo Park, Califorma · Reading, Massachusetts 
London · Amsterdam · Dan Mills, Ontario · S11dneu 

5001231 

...... <.-

-- : 

" 



·St 

-r 
~s. 

,;n-

.-

e 

Environmental and Historical Setting 25 

' r 
' 

Plate 1 Outrigger sading canoe w1th Bikini Island ll1 background. 1946. 
P/1010 ?y Carl Mydaris. Time-Li.fe, l"c.) 

\ 
..-:: 

.•.,,,.,,,. 

Pl.ate 2. Outrigger sailing canoe similar to those used by the Bikinians prior 
to their relocation. The outrigger in foreground is bein~ loaded with copra 
bags. The canoes are those of the Enewetok people on Ujelang Atoll.) 
.'Pl1oto by author.) 
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26 Chapter Two 

of recreation. ~en sometimes sailed simplv for sport. and fishing 
expeditions were seldom devoted enmely to work. Men took 
pleasure in their fishing ventures. often stopping at small islands 
to refresh themseh·es w1th coconut and to explore for driftwood 
and other objects cast up bv the sea. 

~en devoted a considerable amount of time and energy to 
constructing and rnaintamme their canoes. Thev fashioned hulJs 
from hand-;haped planks which were lashed tog~ther with sennit . 
. \1amrenance was a never-ending :as.K as canoes frequently required 
~a.iikinf. re:-iewai ot- senn1t lashings. and replacement of broken or 
it'~eriorated planks. ~en took great pride in their canoes: a craft 
:;;a: was S\nfr and easih· maneuverable was especially prized (Kiste 
19-:_3n.s2. 

All economic acn\·irv was suspended on Sundays. The most 
routinized aspects of Bik101an life were rhe consequences of mis
s10n effort. B'· 1946. tne islanders· version of the fundamental-
1stic Prorestanmm dt'rived from New England had become firmly 
established as an integral part of their culture. ·,Spoehr's •descrip
rion of the m1xrure of traditional and Chrisnan beliefs and the 
organizatJon of rhe church at ,\1ajuro 1s fairh· representative of the 
c.-ntire Marsnalls ! 1949:2::1-311. The pastor of the church was a 
Bikini man who had been rrameci bv tne missionaries. The com
mun1tv celebrated all Protestant hoiidavs. The Sabbath was ob
;erved with both mornm~ and afternoon sen·ices and a strict pro-
11bmon on work .and mosr recreation. Two afternoon services 
marked the weckh calenciar. and elders of the church met on 
the r"irst o( each month to conduct church business and to plan 
services for the coming month. 

Initial Relocation 

The deronation of atomic bombs over Hiroshima and Naga
saki in 1945 had ended the: war in the Pacific and ushered the 
world into the Atomic Age. The nature and effects of the de
structive force that had ;utmoded earlier concepts of warfare 
were. however. little known or understood. and the future role 
of nuclear weapons m the arsenal of rhe l:nited Stares was un
determ:ncd. ln the weeb :·ollowmg the war. American rnilitan· 
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and politicai leaders oe?an piannmg nuclear experiments to gather 
f :nilitarv and sc1entir-ic knowiedee. Attention soon focused on the 
.:iuesn~n of the effects or· nuci;ar weapons employed against naval 
vessels t.Hines 1962.21. A pair of tests given the code name of 
Operation Crossroads was pianned. and in November of 1945 a 
search for an approprtate site began. 5 It had to be located in an 
area controlled bv tne l:nited States and was to be uninhabited 
or have a small popuiarion wnich could be easily relocated. The 
me had to be in a c::manc :::me free from storms and cold tem
peratures. and ha\"e a :arce and sneltered anchorage for a fleet of 
:anret vesseis. The ::.:.n£:~; ::r· 'adioa.::::\·e :::rntammanon reouireci - . 
.. site distant from !leJ\·::\ :-o::-u1areci areas anci at '.east 500 m1ies 
:·rom all sea and air ~::iu:es. ::i iate lanuan·. 1946. nan· officials 
in \\'ashin~ton. D.C. .;;rnounceci ::-iar Bikini Atoil folfilled all ch· 
:natic and ?eogra~~:i1c.:.'. .:.:rna:::ons tor 1..)::'eration Crossroads. l:on
:caih-. some or· the ~.;,:i1c :·a.::urs oi £eoe:raonv anci environment 
which had limned ::-:.: E1k1n1ans· co~ta~t ... ~·1t·h the outs1de world 
caused an abrupt e!lci :o :~e1r :soiat1on and thrust them into the 
mamstream ot. events or· ::-:e :·.1•er.t1eth .::enturv. Further. the 
Christ1an1tv which ::-:e !sianciers had accec-ted from Americans 
was employed to con\'lnce :::em of the necessitv of their reloca
t:on. 

The Bikinians · :nmai :-e!ocation was accompl:shed sw1fth· 
and w1th little plannine:. T'.ie mditan· governor of the Marshalls 
obtained the consent ~r- ::ie B:kinian~· ;aramount cn1ef to move 
~is subjects. i..-1n Sunci<n. Februar\' 10. : 946 the governor. mem· 
Sers ot- his Staff. anc ::ic :::-aramount cniet" arrived at Bikini bv 
~eaFlanc. After t:1e :i1orn1n.: c:iurch ser'\"ices had been concluded. 
:ne Bikmians were a.iJressei bv ti-le e:overnor. According to his 
own account. he drew upon the Bible and: 

... compared t:-.e B:i.;mia:is to the children of Israel whom the Lord 
saved from their e!"lemv rnri led unto the Promised Land. He told 
them of the bomo tnat men ·n America had made and the destruc
tion it had wrougnt upon tne enemy Richard 195i:510l. 

5 After Operation Crossroads in 1946. Bikini was not utilized as a nuclear 
test me for eight vears. Jn 1954. further tests were conducted at the atoil. 
rnd the last occurreci in 1958 Hines 1962:157-195; 270-292·:. 
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He r..:r:.-;er expiaineci r~at scientists were e:x:'."c:-1me:-::::--:2 v.1th 
-.:.ic!c:a: =e\'1c~s ·· ... ,-or the gooci or· man.Kin:J anci :c:, e;ci ail 
worid wars .. anci told how the navv had searcheci rne world for 
a res: me and haci determined that Bikini was the '::lest : ibid.:. 

The Bikinians deliberated. and according to tne governor·s 
.Jescn;:mon of events. chief Juda reported their decision: 

Ii riie United Si•tes i;:overnment •nd the scientists oi the worid want 
:o use our 1siand anl atoll for furthering development. which with 
Goa·s blessing will result in kindness and beneiit to •ii mankind. mv 
;:eooie w1ii be pieaseci to go eisewhere .\fason 1954 ::?.5.3 . 

Wliiit off1ciai sources report that rhe Bik1nians a~eed to re· 
·acare :·:,;:he ;:oo.:l er· aii :i.uman1tY. :t JS more likei,· :'.iat other 

· ::ic:: .. ~ x~ .. ~':> ~=-:~::.ii ·; ~·~a~1:-J~ ~;,e1r ciec:s10:--:. T~e :~1anaers were 
"..:.::·..:,::.:-::-=:.: ro ~·..::nor~:,· :mooscci from the TJts1cie ::1e ?ara- _ 
~o..::-:: :-.:;:;. <J:-lG ::-:<: c::,:onia] ~O\'ernmentS wn:cn preceded that 
.-: : :, -.::~cr;c.:.n~ .. nci :;-: 19~6. the\· were s:ii: imoressed bv the: 
'._;-,;:~.: .~:.;:e~· 2::..::~:,·e .:er-eat or· Japan. The Americans· descrip
::on er· :-:c:r nuciear weapons further convinced them of the 

:-owe:-;;.::.: technoio~1ca: superiorin· of the L·n1reci States. and 
·.\ nen :.-:e\ were recuestcci to give up their ancesrrai homeland 
::;y botn ::-ie .A.mer1cans .rnd tnerr paramount c:i1er·. i: is doubtful 
:nat :he\ 6elievcci rhar ::1ev had anv alternat:Ye bur :o comply.' 

It IS not certain wnether the problem dt- select~n? a site for 
:ne rescrt:e'11enr or die ~ Jmmunit\' wa!> disct.:ssed dt.:rmg the gov
-=::-nor's \',Slt ro Bikini .. .!..n official report or· :he reiocanon simolv 
1a1.:;;.:e~· ·ot" tne e!e\e!: r"am1h heacis ..;i.ii; :-::ne :-.ameci Ron~~ 
:-~:K . .!,::::.: ;;s rheJr '.-:~st ~.-.01ce t-or the reser::e:-:-:ent · \1eacie 1946:-,' 
-;-:.,ere \\ e~e >cwrai 1 .. .:-:.:::-s which appeared :0 cicrermme the Biki-
1:.rns · >c;ect1on oi Ronli!er~k. First. the 1slanciers were r'amtliar 
wiri': :ne atoll since 1r b 0nh· eit?hteen miles fr·::>m Roneeiab whose 
people rhe Bikinians had lo~g b~en in contact see ~ap 11. Sec
ond. Rongenk was uninhabited. and resettlement there offered 
the prorn:se that ti1e Bikm:ans couid continue their ll\·es free from 
rne 1nterierence of outsiders. Lasch·. there JS some evidence which 
indicates that the Bikinians were n~ver con\•mced that their reloca
tion was more than a temporarv measure. and as a result. they may 
not have considered the selection of a new home site to be an im
portant matter. 
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sratut£ mries 

Sun·en ot- Ron~e:-:k ::.\ nan· personnei revealed that 1t 
:-n:~~t present some ~roolems ot· economic self-suff1c1encY tor 
:.:..e communit\. T~e a roil is much smaile~ :1an Bikini. ln con
::-ast to B1krn1's rwer.r\-s;x islands anci !anc .;,rea or- 2.32 sguare 
:mies. Rongenk has or.:' ren islands With a total area ot about 
• 1 63 sguare miles: :he !ar~est ut the ten islands covers a s.::ant 
'_1_j 7 sguare miles as opposed to the 0.66 sguare miles of Bikini 
Island. Rongerik ·s lagoon of fifty-five sguare miles is less than 
one-fourth that of Bikini ·s see .\.1ap 4'. Further. as Ron~erik 
was only occasionalh· nmed by the people of Rongelab. :r was 
not developed to support a permanent population of any size. 
.-nd the quality and guant1ty of its subsistence crops were not 
impressive (Mason 1954: 264 j. 

The administration sought the counsel of the Bikinians· 
paramount chief. He urged that the people be moved to either 
L'iae or Lae Atolls m northern Ralik: both were inhabited and 

. ,. 



Cl1apcer Two 
EnZIOOS 

were included wultin lirs du111.1i11. 6 Tlic d11cf w.1, '111111~1}' "I' 
posed to tl1l' Uiki11iJ11s' dtoiu: 11f llon~crik; ic arid H1111i;1·l.il1 Wl"ll' 

part of rlie real111 of a11utl1cr par.amount cl1i1·f. Acri.ii .111.I ~"'1 

·ecunnJiss<111ce by navy officials cli111in;1tcJ lJj.ac lu·1..au~1· 11f n.1v1 

:atiooal and bcad1i11g focilrtics, and Lac w.b c1111:-.idncd 1rn1 ... 111.ill 

o suppurr bucl1 ics own i11habica11cs and the Uiki11i;111s. 7 

By February 23, officials annou1u:cd tl1ar clH·y judi.;nl ll1111i.; 
rik die he~• uf d1l' tl1rt'l' altcrn.11ivl''>. Tl1.a'1 :-..11111· d.1}'• .111 I ST 
rrivcJ ar Uiki11i l.adl'n with '>11pplil's rclp1irnl co l111ild .a 11nv vii 
1gc.8 The pr11v1sio11s i11d11dnl canv.as, prd~alir11.1tl'd 11·111 11 .1111n, 
1Uodc11 flour pl.1tfor111s, l11111lwr, cellll'lll, u1rr11g.11nl 1111·1.11 111111 
1g fur w.llcr cacd111H:nc, c1rpl'ntry and 111a,1111ry to11I'>, W,llllll 

~llons of frnli wacer, and a food supply fur the u1111111111111 }'. At 
le instruction of the A111crica11s, the Uiki11i.111s dis111.a11tl1·d tl1n1 
l1urd1 a11J cm11H1l house (hoth were well lnailt '>tr111·111r1·., 11111 

de red worthy of removal) and prepared large •f ll.llltll in 11 f p.111 
mus leaf tlaatd1 for tr.rnsport to llo11gntk. An .ulv.11111· p.art y 

f twc11ty-two Bikini men and fifteen Sc;tlwes bu.mini ti.I' vn 

·I, and ll dcp.1rted on the evelling of du: d.ty ii .arrived. 

ll11ngerik w.1s rc;1d1ccl tl1e following d.ay. The ;adv.11111· p.111 > 
cared IJtld 011 the main island fur a village a11d l'rectl'1l 1 l1c 11·111 

amcs. Within eight days, the 111ilit11ry govrr111111·n1 11ffi1 n 111 

1arge of the opl'r.1ti1111 rcporced that tl1e " ... l''>'>1·111i.il 11111'..11111 

Uj.e Atoll Ii.is fourteen isl.111Js with .i IOl;al l.a11J arc:.i of 0.72 s1111J1c: miln; 
l;igoon ;irc:.i is ;about 72 squ;are miles. In 194(1, its p11p11l.11io11 1111111hl'rc.I 

ghaly over 120 people. Lie Atoll l1;is seve"•ec11 j,l.in1h wi1h .a 1111.11 IJ111I 
ea of 0.56 s1pao1re miles a111I ;i sm.all 1.igoon of less tit.an 7 s1p1.11c 11111..-. 111 
14b, iu population w.is .ilioul 100 (Uryi111 1972:H2·14 t; M.ison 1'>51.~hS) 

The: 11.iv•I l1is1ori.a11, Co111111 .. 11Jc:1 l>orotlry E. ltid1.u1l, i111li1 .11.:, 1li.11 W11d111 
toll w;a11 ilho reco111111ca11ic:1I hy tl11: p.ira111u11111 d1icf at this rime .1, .111•1il1n 
1ssibili1y for rc:sc:11le111c:111. Kid1;,irJ .also rep1111s th.ii scvcr .. I lliki11i.1m were 

>wn lo Wotho, Uj.ic:, ;,inJ L..c: lo inspect the: ;itulls (1957:51 I). Tlic olli 
11 rc:porl by tltc: military government officer in charge of tl1c: rclm .1111111, 
1wevc:r, m .. lcs no mention of Wotho nor does it indic .. 1e 1h;a1 ;my ol tlu· 
kinians were: given the: opportunity to inspect tlae silc:s proposc1l 1111 111i1i .. I 
1eulc:mc:n1 (Mc:o11lc: '1946). ltidaarJ co11fusr1l 1hc 1·ve11rs M111nu111li11i; 1li1· 
>nicc:rik rrlocarion wirh those: of,. f4tcr d•tc:. 

"n I.ST is a mini er.fr spc:ci.illy dc:siKncd for p111ti11g o1sl111rc: lrnops .. 1111 
11ipmc:n1. 

L11v111111111c111.il .111.I 111-.111111.il Sc11111 1; 

111111 111 d11· viii.age was u1111pletl'" (M1:.11lc I 'J.111 ). '111 M.111 Ii '1 

d11: I.ST ~t.Hll'il out for ll1ki11t lr.avinl!, .1 ~k..t .. 11111 w111~ loru: '"' 

H1111gnik 111 .1pply ca11v.1~ 111 clae ll'llt ft.11111·~ .111.I '" 1 cill\lrll1 1 
u 111crl'te l l!>t l'rlls. 

As pr qi.ar acio11s were bei11g 111;adc f111 tl1c bl.a11cll·1 !>' rdu1 .1 

tiu11, !>liip~ heg.111 e11tcri11g die U1ki11i lagoon C11 l.111111 Ii ( >pt:r.111• •11 

Crussr11.1tl\. Tl11· oper;11i1111 was a 111rli1ary Sl ic1111 Ill pr11gr.1111 , ,f 
,1 111.1g111111cl1· wl11t Ii 11.1111111 ptel1·dc11t. Ali11111 ·..!'111 v1·\>c·I-. (/II .. f 

wl1i1h hc1.1111l· t;irgct sl11p..,), 11111r1· d1.a11 l'>O .a11l1.d1 1111 1r.111:.1•••11. 
lr.ll\1111, .1111l 11li\l'aV.1ltOll, a11d '>llllH' 42,000 1111l11.11y .... 1c·111d1t ...... I 

11·1 111111.il pc1s111111d Jlld 11h!>nv1·1.., were t'v1·11111.dlr 111v1.lvnl. 1111 
'111n1i1111.d1I)', tlic oper;11io11 w.1s tlie 11111sl tl11111111f.;lilr 11111111111·111 .. I 

1c·p1111 .. .r, .11111 publicized pcaceti111e 111ili1.11y 1'\t'lll>C· i11 l11st111y 
The 1111 It t.d records fill v11lu111es, a11d c11vnag1: liy tl11· p1 css w.1. 

.111tl1111i1nl by the Presidt·11t o( the ll111tcd St.11n. S11111 t:ot11 1·11 

11.1111111 of .illl'lllion in ;11lil11i1111 to tl1e sl1rn 111.a.~111111.lc· 11f 1111· 

111w1.111011 g.1v .. Crossro.td:, tlte 11uality of die \pc·1 1.11111.11 (111111 

I%..!:\ I \~). 

Tl11· N.1vy 1 lydrogtaphit· Offi..:e '>lllVl'Y ship\ \1111111n .111d 
/lcrll'clitc /1 wne .1111ong tlie first lo arrive. Tlie11 11c·w" 1 llll'>t!>l1.,I 

11f 11n·;i1111gr.1phns, geologists, Lota11ists, hiol11g1sts, .111d cngi111T1 ·. 

Tlinc spn1.ilis1s u111J11ncd surveys of tlic i!il.1111!:-., reef. .111d l.1 
g111111, c.11.il11g11t'cl .11111 d.a!>sificil tlac flora .11111 f.11111.a, .111cl lil.a\11 .. I 
;1 deep Willn 1 h.11111cl tl1r1111gh tlie reef 111 tlic (lt',11 11 1111 tl11: 111.1111 

i!>land to f.acilitacc the passage of various l;111dt11g cr.1ft. 

As 11111ri: vcssds arrived, tl1e tempo of prq1;11,11111y .1111v1111 , 

i11trl'01!icd, 0111d tlie Hiki11ia11s were overwl11:l111nl by .ill tl1.11 tl11·y 

oliservt·d. Mo..,t of the islanders ren·ived their f;,,, i11tr111l11ct111a1 

111 11111cio11 p111111n while waiti11g for rdoc.tti1111. E.11 h 1·vc11i11g, 

movies wc1c ~l111w11 011 tl1c afcenleck of cl1c \111w.11·r. While 11 1. 

tl'.fL1i11 tlio11 rl1cy u11Jersr11tul liulc of what tl11·y s.1w, tlil'y w1·1. 

reported i.:11111plctcly e11grosseil with sucl1 films a'., a lluy llog1·1,, 

western, <1 llullywooJ bedroom fari.:e, ;111J Mi1..kq· M1111~c in 11" I, 
uii.:olor (Markwith 1946:108). 

A great ;1111nunt of puhlidty a1ul fauf.arc w.1s l~1u1sl'll 11p1111 
tlie llikinians. Much to rl1e tlisplt·asurc of 1h .. p;11.a1111111111 d1i .. f. 
J11tl.1 lwc;1111c known in thl· Amnirnn press ilS "K i11g J11cl.1 111 
Uilini." Co111111crd;1I ncwsrt'cl reams ;1rrivetl .11 the atoll lluri111~ 
thl· l.1sc wet·k o( February, ;ind liv tl1c rime a 11.n'\' 11li111111•r.11il11. 

I/ 
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lC:.illl l1or11 WJ:.li111g1u11, I >.C. Jlrivcil 1111 M.1ri Ii '!., the Bil. 1111.111\ 
h<1d lurneJ the 111e<1ning of the motion picturt· 1·J111crJ .111d werl' 
en joying r he novelty of posini; for plwrographns. < )11 S11111L1 y, 
M<1rch 3, photogr<1phcrs recorded the last d1urd1 ~avicc pcrfor111cJ 
on Bikini, and the islilnJers cooperilted by rq1eati11i; die ~c1vilc 
three times before the c;ameril men were Silli~ficd. One uf t he111 
later commented that the people y•,.re in the proces~ of hecom· 

ing movie actors: 

Tiu: yuunK Kuh were upeci;ally susaptible ;,inJ K'~le1I .uul 1•11'>c1I .. , 
101111 .. ""'lens w;u tu111e1l their w;ay. tlowcvtr. hy d1t 1lr11.I 1l.1y 111 
our u .. y, 1here we1e so 11i.o11y l'lao111g1 .. pl11·n .11<11111ol •. 111 ,j,,,,.1111g .11 

once, 1hat the girls harJly knew whom lo pmc lor. A> >0011 .i> 011c 

of the profeuionals sellled on an angle, sever.ti of tire .u11.itc1tr> ldl 
in uounil l1im, and after mud1 discus.ion of capmure, lil111 >ptnl, 
etc., there was ;a fusillade of shuner clicki. (M.uk w11h I 'Hl1. (0

1J )" 

App;arencl y, the military government had urii;inally plJnnl'd 
to move the Bikini;ins on March 6, but the demands of the new~ 
agencies and navy photographic team coauscd a one day dcl.iy in 
the loading of the LST which had rernrned from llon~1·r1k. Tl11: 
milit.uv eovernor's February 10th visit co Bikini and Im nci;oti 

<.J"1 

C:> 
C) 

I'-...:> 

.r-
~ 

:hurd1 service on Rik ini, 1946. (hlort.I Wi1I~ Pl111tos.) 

l·11v111111111n11.d .111.I I li\l 11111 .d ~ .. 111111~ 

.1111111\ w11l1 d11· pc11pl1: wc11· t•'l'll,t•lcd 1111 tlu· l'l111t1;1.1pl1n·, 1111· 
111111111111111y':. ~·cmctcry WJS deJ111·d J11tl dn 111.111·11 w11l1 tl11w.,, 
.111.I p.tl111 f1oncl!>, and .1 u·1c11111ny w.1~ l1dd 10 li11l f.11c:wcll I" il11 
U1l..111i.111s' .111cnlors and tu entru~t ti.cir s1111ls 16 d11: cJrc .,f t .... I 
Tlic p111 p11sc of tlic ceremony w.1s marred wl11·11 d11: 1 .1111cr.1 1, •11 

suous llik 111i.111s vied for positious i111nu·1li.11d y 111 fro111 of 1 Ii,· 
ca111eras, and ir was necessary co rcpc•ll the p1·1 f111111.111cc fo1 .1 
Sl'cond fil111i11g (sec pl111cograpl1s 111 MJrl..witl1\ .1111111: 111 tl11· .\.1 

tio11.1/ (;,·,ig1.111l1i1· AliJ.it11.!i11t• July, 1946). 

By tl11· .1ftl'rnoo11 of Mart 11 7, ti.I' i~l.11111<'1 ·. 11.1.I 111.ul.-.I 1 I,, 11 

,., ...... 11.il l'""\'·, .. 11111\, 111·.ulr ...... 1011 .. 1 p.11111.11111·. !11.111 11 I'·'"' I 
.11111 • .111""" 1i11 li11a11l tlil' I.ST. Tl1cy 1.1ow1lnl d1" r.111:, 111 ti,, 
111;1111 dee I.. .1!> tlic vnsd dcp.1rtcd Uikmi\ l.1go1111. S111111· s.111 1;. 
\1111g~ 111 f.111·w..ll. Mo~t wne ~ilnu; so111c: w1·p1 (M.1,011 I 1)''>'1 
2/11). A pl111111gr.111l1cr wl111 a1c11111p;111icd tlic U1'-i11i.111~ 011d1111 

.· ., . ; . ..,- .. 
.. ~ .. - -~·~ . ~ ~~ 
·;,.,.- ·a,.r-,·~· :;;(,.. .. . ....,. .. 

. ~··f· ..... ,. ... '•. ·. 
~--~·~· . ., · .. , ...... -.~ ........ ~ ,·~ ·.·~· : ' 

·""'.'-~., ~.· ... · HI! &" . , ..• ...,. . ~~··.. ... .. 
• '91• .. 4••· ·-·· 

PLte 4. llikini.uu lo;1ding their person;il poucs~iuns ah11.111I I ST I IOH j.,, 

the move Co Rongcrik, 1946. (ltlwtc> by Ca1rl Aty1l.11H Tim•· I if.- '"' 1 
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} 4 Chapter 7 wo 

overnight voyage to Rongerik provided the first ciocumentary 
evidence that they considered their relocac1on ro be a temporarv 
inconvenience: he was informed by the islanders ·· ... that they 
would come back to Bikini someday" (Life .\f.Jgazine 20:105-109, 
March 25. 1946\. 

The Bikinians arrived at Rongerik on March 8. 1946. Less 
than a month had elapsed since the date they had first learned 
of their impending relocation. 

5001245 
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Rongerik 
and Kwajalein 

The Rongerik Resettlement 

C!Jon their arr:nl at Rongerik in earh- .\1arc:i. 1948. che Bi
kinians :"ound their new qJlage was 1ncomoiete. aithoue:h. a total 
of cwenrv-six tent structures~ che same nu~oer oi dwellings that 
had bee:i abandoned ac Bikini. had been prepared by the advance 
partv. in contrast to Bikini ·s dispersed set clement pattern. the 
Ranger:...~ village plan. prepared by Americans. resembled a com
munitv ::i the United Stares-dwellings were arranged in a com
pact L-snaped cluster on the main island. Before the community 
was dise~barked. the naval officer in charge !iaci Juda go ashore 
co dete:rnme which dwellings were to be occupied by each house
hold :.\1eade 1946 ). Perhaps as a result of Juda's hurried. spur oi 
~he moment allocation of dweilings. cwo houseiiolds which had 
been adjacent ar Bikini were assigned dwellings ar opposite ends 
of the \1llage. Other households which had been adjacent were 
given dwellings in close proximity to one another. The general 
composmon of ten of the eleven households was preserved. and 
the eleventh was divided when the widowed brother of alab ."1 
and his children were given a separate residence. He was to re
marry shortly thereafter. and his nuclear family came co comprise 
a twelfth household. The households were no longer located on 
parcels of land, however. and this remained the situation for the 
duration of the settlement: land was never divided on Rongerik. 

As the Bikinians settled into their new surroundine;s, the offi
cer in c!targe directed their work. Men were gil"en meals and paid 

7i 
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Ch;1p1n Four 

a s111;1ll sum lor tlaeir t .. hor. It w.1s liupt:d tli.11 d11\ .111.111~"111e11t 
would give rhc people a c1sh reserve and permit dill·• t \11perv1\1011 
of t~1ctr work. With the t:o11structio11 uf co11nete 'i\tt·111s, t lil' vii 
lagc was considered virtu.Ally finishe~I. and <111 A111eri1 .111\ 1l .. par1nl 
by the end of the month. The Biki11iam were left with die t,1\k 
of rcpl;acing the canvas coverings of the tent fr;1111es wid1 pa11da1111s 

tho&tch. · 
f,",od prov1JeJ by the A111L'rica11s W.1S suff1lli:111 1111 \t'Vl'l.il 

weeks. The c111111111111ity's s111.1ll srnre was Wl'll s111.-kl'd. All tool\ 
and surplus 111.1tl.'ri . .I\ ld1 f111111 du· 1·011s1n1t 111111 wuik w .. 11· ~1v1·11 
to the l31ki11i.111s. They ;1l\11 rei.:eivi:d .1 1ad111 1T11·ivl'I .11111 ,1 ~,1\11 
line generator so they i;ould keep alm:ast of devd11p111c1ll\ .11 Hi 
ki111. A press release issued by 11.1v.il ;iutl1oi 11 i<'s rq10111·1I tl1;1t tl1c 

relocation was an unqualified success. 

The Scabc:cs buih a model village on Rnngc:rik 1h..11 ..111yo11e would lie 
proud IO live in, complete down to Cliick S.alcr~ nf 1hc l..11n1 111111lcl, 
which ir is Imped rhe llillivcs will admire and per hap~ me. The: native~ 
arc dclighrc:d, enthusiilstic about tlic iltomic liornli, wl1id1 . .11 ca1ly i. .. ~ 
brought rhc:m prosperity and a new promi~ing furure (110111•/u/14 S'"' 
Bulletin, April I, I 946, quoted horn Milson I 1JS4: 21U ). 

Tl1e resettlement's initial weeks were s1111u·tl1i11!!, ol .1 l11111cy 
moon period. In addition to the American supphcll food, the l\i 
kinians collei:ted a rich harvest of coconuts and p;1111l.111us fro111 

trees whid1 had long been unexploited excqll liy s111.ill partil's of 
Rongelabese which had occasionally visited the atoll. As s111111 ;is 
the people began to suhsist on local foods, it hei.: a111c a pparcnt 
that Rongerik 's resoun:es had been greatly overnti111;1ccd, a111I 
were, in fact, inadequate. The coconuts were s111alll'r chan those 
to which the people were accustomed, anti it was disrovered d1;1l 
both the palms and pand;anus trees were less productive than chose 
of Bikini. All coconuts were required for subsistem:e; surplus was 
not available for copra. The quantity and quality of fish and oth· 
er marine fauna in the lagoon proved to be poor in comparison tu -
Bikini, ;and die people learned that certain species of fish wl1id1 

were edible at 8i~1tl ncr t4il in Rongcrik 's waters. C1111su111p-

1<1111 1 ~··11!.. .11111i'w.1111.111 

1111111d 1li1".1" lhl11.111snl \l11111.1tli d1\111d1·1s, 1l1.111lw.i, .111d 1""1,d 
11.11.ily\1s 11t" rltl' limbs. 1 

(>din 1l1t'IH 11hit· .. w1·11· 1·111 •Hlllll"ll'll. /\11 ... I ~1i.111·.1111g ·' 111• 
ply 1.ir11 .. d fr11111 Bikini, the isl.111dns 111111111 111.11 1111' lilwr 111<111 
1lic 1111\ls 111 Ro11geril ':. l 111·01111h w,1\ 111 \111 Ii I'""' 1p1.d11 y 111.11 
ii u111ld 11111 be processed into dur.1ble sl·1111i1. As .1 rcsult, s111111· 
dwelling'> 11·111.1i11ed u11d1atl lat•d .11111 c111111· rq1.111 ·, wnl' 11111 111.1.11· 

l.css 111.111 two 11111111l1s afll'I d11'11 .1111v . .I. 1111· l\1!..1111.111' 
p11·ssl'd .111,i1·1}· over H1111gl'1ik\ 11'\11111u·s .11111111.1.11· rl11" 1·.,.,, .. 1 
1l11:ir 111.111y 11·11111"sls lt1 lw 11·111111nl li111111'. Tl,,· .1.1111111"11.1111•11 
''''I' .. • 11·11, l111w1·v1·1, d1.1r 1111·}· w1·1" l1 .. g11111111 1•, 1.' 1l.·p1·11d 1 .... 
11111111 11p11u !111: g11vcri1111l'lll .111.I w1·1c 11111 111.1k111g .111 1·11011 1 .. 
.11lp1s1 I•• th<' .111111. Tl11s s1hpili1111 w.1~ re111f1111 nl liy v1si1111·, •·• 
Ho11gl'l 1k wli11 lf'jlOrlt'd .1 l.11·k of .11'l1v11 y a11d 1·111 l111s1.1~111. I 1111 
111g ( lpl"r.1111111 Crossr11.1d\, Hongcrik w.1\ .1 \1.!1· ,i. .. w for A1111 11 
'.111~ 111v1ilv .. d 111 the 111.11n eve11r .It Bik111i. S1·.1 pl.111n wl111 It ·.l.111 

rl1·d li.11 k .111d fort Ii bctwee11 K w;ij.ilci11 .111d Uik i11i lrc1p1c11tl y 
l.111dl.'d .11 H1111gcrik for the benefit of \Olllc 11ff11 i.tl p.irty 111 
111'W\lllL'll. The Uiki11i;111s grc;w <1nusto111l·d 111 tl1e1r vi!>itors .111.I 
11111k full .ulvJ111age of their appear.111n·s lo ex1 l1.111gc li.111d111.1 f1 
fur u~.irL'llcs, money, ;11111 otlier item~. Sul Ii .,, 1 .1sio11s i111l'11111• 
tl.'d tlie isl.1ndL"rs' normal routine, and visitor.~ Wl'lll ;1w.1y wi1 I, 
tlic i111prt~s\it111 di.At die people Wl'.IL' c11g.1gl'd 111 111111· 11111\1111. 
tive ;111ivi1y. ( )cl1er evide11te i11dic.11es, l111wcVt'1, 1lt.11 1111· Bil, 1111 
;111s were .1t1e111pti11g co cxterul the pl.111ti11g of 111111n111 .111d I' 111 
d.111us to i11crl.'.1sc Rongnik 's rcsoun:e li.1sc ( K i\11· I 1>h8: 56 ). 

Tlic .1d111111istratio11 al~o fearl.'d tli.11 indfc1 ll\'1' k.1de1sl111• 
w;1s tlie s11ur1e of some of the isl<1mlcrs' tro11liln. As Jud.i's .,,., 
cession tu tl1e d1ieftai_nsl1ip l1ad been recent .111.t , 0111n1l'd, 11.· 
suffcrL'd 1111d1"1 cl1e l1a11dic1p of I.is own 111exp1·11 .. 11n·, .111d 111 

prob.1bly 1lid 11111 I.ave tlie support of rl1c f.11 cio11 wli11 l1 li.111 "I' 

1 
Thi, pl1c110111c:11on is quite common in tlie P01cilit:; .i )Pl'• ie~ of fi)l1 cJI, 11 

wirl1our ill effc:cu in one lot:.ale may (.ause illness, su111c111111') l.11..il, i11 .11111d1 
er. Tl1ere j, mmc rcuon rn believe rh.ar the pnisonin.: 111i~i11.11c~ in rl11· .1,,., 
of fi)h, but whatrvcr its iOllll"C, its d1emiul 11.ar11re i. 1111k1111w11 (Wicm 1•11,,!: 
292-294}. 
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poscJ l11s 111nmil1e11ly. Fmil1L·r, J11d.1 li.111 l11dc L'llJ'l'I 11·11< 1' 111 
dealing wicl1 Americans, and ir is very likely cl1.11 lie w.1\ 1111i111i 
dared by navy offiL·ers of liigli rank. Tliw., al .1 1i1lll' when l1t· 
was being licraltled by die pres:; as "King of U1~1111" and w,1\ al 
cernpriug co cope willi prnble111s of•• 111agnuude wli1d1 1111 1 li1d 
before him had ever encounccrcd, lie made a poor i111prns1011 1111 
Americans. He appeared indecisive anJ " ... sen11ed to he t 1111 
fused by che demands made upon him a; a lc.11ln of d1i.: d1!>pl.11 nl 

group" (Maso11 1954 :294 ). 
The A111c.:ric.111s did nol l>d1eve cl1ey could !>ll1tply 1 li.1111~c il11· 

cu111111uni1y's le.1dcrship, and tlicy bcc1111t: i11Lt•·.1!>i11gly t1111< 1·111nl 
as die B1kini.111s co111i11ucd 10 cxpericm e diffit ul1in ,11111 11·11n.11•·1I 
cheir plc.1 111 1Tl11111 lio111e. 111 an .111t·1111H 10 c1111v11111· d11·111 1li.11 
Bikini was u11:-..1fe, Juda was flown there ;1fll'I d11'. fir!>l .111111111 1n1 
had been conduned 011 July I, 1946. The cc:-.l 11.111 bl'1'11 .111 .11·1 i 
al shol over du: lagoon; vessels in the caq~et are;1 li;ul :-.11\1.1111l'd 
great damage, but there were few visible results 1111 sl1011·. Tien 
were bearing and Jppeared u11liar111ed; tl1e d;111gcr of r.1dio.11 llVl' 
contamination could not be obscrve1I, and Juda did 1101 u11dn 
stand its hazards. He rernrned to Rongerik u11l'.11nvi11u:d, .111d 1111· 
second and fin .. 1 ccst in Operation Crossroads was 11111d1H 1nl u11 

July 25, 1946. 
Concinucd consumption of Rungerik's crops exh.lll!>lnl thc 

supply, anJ in August, 1946 the Bikinians bcc1111c al<1rn1cd when 
the palms swpped bearing. This had never oaurred at Uik i111, 
and the people reported it to the ad!llinistration. While ilic t a11sc 
of the phcno111c11011 was never discerned, du· Uik iniam 11.1.I d11·ir 
own expla11acio11 fur it and their other crnublc... llo11gni~ h.111 .1 
bad repuution a111ung Marshallese he<.:ausc of lls .1s~11ci.1111111 with 
Libokra, an evil f cmJle da~j.111 'spirit'. Acc.:or1li11._: t11 111 y d1, l.i 
bokra once lived in the southern Marsl1alls whne llo11~n1k w;is 
originally locaced. She stoic the atoll ;111d hid it <1111011~ tl11· 11111 d1 
em islands. Libokra ·au empted to settle at Uik ini, hut w<1s d1 ivL'll 
off by Orijabato, a benevolent spirit who resided there and guard· 
ed the Bikinians. Libokra fled and wherever she visited, foh be
came poisoned.and the crops declined. Eventually, she rcturncJ 
to Rongerik where she died. Her body was c;ast into the lagoon, 
and those fish which ate it became poisoned and have ever since 
made people ill when eaten ( Erdland 1914 :34H; Mason 1954: 286-
..,"7\. 

H11111;,·11~ .111d K w.q ,L 111 .'I/ 

At11l'l1t .111\ Wl'rc surpri .. ed tl1.11 'l.il10~1.1 11.111 11111 li1·1·11 1111 11 
111111ed hcf111c die rcloc11iu11. Tlic U1ki11i.111., expl.11111·11 d1.11 rl11 1 

h.111 .alway'> licc11 t 1111rc1111·d wirl1 lier 111.ilcvok111 11111111·111 l', .11111 
rl1.1t 1111 tlil'1r fi1sr 11..y asliure, p.irc11b l1.1tl w.1r11i:1l, l1ald11·11 111•1 I•• 

e.11 or dri11~ ;111ydiing u11t1I <1duhs li;1d s;1111plcd lo1al food.,_ Tl11} 
d.11111cd, liuwcvn, thac i11i1i.1lly cl1cy Ii.ad l'oll~idnt·d l.iliokr.1 11 • 
be 1cl.llivcly 1111i111p11rtJ11t bec111sc they Ii.ad 1111d1·1\l•111tl d1.1t al,, 11 
rd11cati1111 w.1\ a te111por.iry 111cas11r1· a11d .1 sli111 t 1t·1111 111111111•, 111 
t·1111· t 1111ld lw 1·111l11rcd. 

111 d1l' le1llnw111g 111011tl1\, d11· '>1111.1111111 we11-.1·111·1I 1·, .. ,,1 l .. o11 
.1gn tHLlllt1·1l 1l111i11g thl' Wlllll'r 111 l'J·ll1 ·11. 111 l\1.1y, 1'1·17, .111 
l111p1· .,f .I 'dll t('\\1111 \etdc111l'lll l'lld1·d wl1l'l1 .1 1111· 1.J 11111ll'1t'llllll1< .I 
e1111;111 d1·\(l11}1·d rl1111y Jll'lll'lll uf d1t· 111·1'\ 011 d1,· 111.1111 i\l.111.I 111.I 
d1.1,11t .illr 11·d111 nl fuotl '"f'l'lil'\. A.\ .111 1·1111"1gl'11< \' 1111'.1'>111•". 1 I .. 
1\1~ 1111.111.\ liq;.111 Ill 111.l~l' Vll}',1gn hy ~.1ili11g l .1111 I<' tl\'l'I 1111· l'll;lo 

11·1·11 111iln wl111 Ii '>1·p.11.11l'd cl1c111 f10111 H1111g..f.1li. 111,1 p1·111'k .1.,.I 
'liild1l'11 w1·11· 1.1kc11 to ~t.1y witl1 rd.11ives ;111d li-ll11w 1 l.111\1111·11. 
.11111 d1I' \,111111\ ll\llJlly n-111111nl lo llongnik w11h loud p1ov1d1 .I 
liy tl11" H1111gd.tl1esc (Mason 1948:17). 

Tl11: \llll.1ti1111 <.:a11scd cl1e governor of tlic M,11\11.111., 111 .1p1• .. 1111 
.1 B11.11d of l11vn11g.1tio11111111posnl 11f d111T II.IV}' 11ll1t ,.,, .111d ••111 
l'ivili.111 to 1·v.il11.1le tlie isb11ders' pl1gl11. Tlic llo,11d n111vn1nl .11 
llongnik i11 c;11 ly Ju11e, <111d the people were luld tl1.11 it\ 1111·11.t •1 1" 
l1ad 1'111111· " ... 111 look at clac i!>l.11ul <llHI 1.1lk .al111111 11111vi11g" ( ll 1 1 
or1b of P111rt:t·di11gs of a Bo;ml .... 1947 ). 111 ;1 \1'.\\lt 111 wid1 al .. 
Cllllll<"il, d111·f J11d.1was1p1cscione1I; lie rq111111·d 111.11 tl11·11· w.1" 111 
\11fficil'lll 1111111, tl1e stort' w.as b.111kr11pt, f1l':-.li w.11 ... :.111'1'l1e:-. w.·11 
low, a11d !111· .11011lioul1111ly 11111· hr.11 ~1 .. l1 Wl'll. I k 111111 rl11· 1\11.11.I 
tl1.11 of '>1·v1·1.il '>itn wlii1 Ii li.111 lh'l'll '>11ggn11·.I 1111 11·l111 .1111111, 1 I.. 
1111111t ii li.111 ,J,., id1·d up1111 K iii hl.111d. E,11 Ir .1/o1/, w.1\ 1p1n1111111 ,f 
.111d all .ilfo llll'd tl1t· prcfcrcnt:e f111 K iii. 

l..11n 111 1111· 111u11tl1, Juda, ,,/,,b /l of du· !>1·1011d 1.111~111g 11111 ii. 
linc;ige, Lu~wi.ir's !>Oii (tl1c council scribe), .111d tlu· M.1L1olic1 ,,/,,/. 
Al ;1n:o111pi111ie1l 1he Board 011 a survey of K iii hl.111.I .11111 l lj;u: .111.I 
Wotl10 Atolls. 

2 
Tliey cx;1111i11cd eacli as " possible rd11c11 io11 s111 . 

2 
As deu:ribeJ in Ch .. prer Twu, llj .. e Awll w;u i.:omi1lr1t·•I ~~ .i po~~ihlr 1.· 

loi:.ilion sire rrior rn tl1r ROlll!<"ri~ r ..... ,.i.......... II' .• I. I I . I 
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and die luur l11kini.1n!> Wl'rl' 1ct111nt·d tu llu11~··11k t11 !'1111~1d1 w11l1 
d1cir fellows .111d dn·ide 11p11n cl1l'lr fll\I .111d ~n 111111 1li111t1'\ '"' .1 
new liome. The par;11111111nt d1ief was ..:oll)llhe<I, .ind he 1npu111l 
cd wicl1 a d11l llllll'llt offnin~ cl1e Uikini.111~ l.111d .11 l'lill<'I l lj.11· 11r 

Wud10 liotli uf wlai< 11 were i11 hi~ .!11111.1111. (In l11ly .!'i. d1<' ll1k1 
111a11s made a written reply co du: milic.ny f,ov1·11111u·111; 

To die Ofliu: .Al KwJjJlc111 
From die Co11m1l nf !tonger ii.. 

( ;c111 lc111.111. 

I luve 1 l1110,c11 1hc plJlC wl1c1l' 10 f;" lo lrvc "" .11111 11 1. d11· 
i>l.rnJ of El>Le1yu ,111.I E11clJ111t1j (Uj.ac). Thnc w1· l1.1vc .oll ·'!-\''.,.,I 

upon. 
11111 1111w I hJvC been d1111kmt.:. >llllC dine 11111v1· will 1.,. d1t· 

IJ>I move J11tl die plJ,·c we Ku 111 will he 0111 l111111c l111t.:v1·1 .11111 n•cr 
1hc1ef11rc we wr>h 10 he 1<·11111vc1I to .111 .11ull wl1t·1t· d11·11· .111· "" o1d11·1 
people. Thc>c is wlrJt Wl' J>k uf you lnll we will .111 wl1.11t·v.-r }'""'II 

uy (lhiJ.). 

I >111111~ cl1e ~.1111e 111u111h, the M.11~h;11l\ .111d utlll'r 1-.l.11111., .it 

cl1e former League of N.1Cin11s Jap.111ese Ma11d.11e hc1.11111· tl11· l 11111 

ed Slates Trml Territory of die l';icifrr hL111d\ w1d1i11 rlll" 11.11111· 

work of tlie U1111ed N.1tiom Trusteeship Coum ii. Tl1l' 111il1t.11 \' 
government w.1!> ended, but otS an i11t.:ri111 111t·.1~llll', tll!' 11.1vy w.1-. 

dclq;atnl die rc\po11sibilicy for clil' new l'ivil ;11l1111ni~11.1111111 1111111 

audiority was uoinsfcrred to a Livilia11 al!.enly. Wnli illl· • 11·,1111111 
of die Trusc Territory, however, clll' Wl'I f.1rc 11f till· hl.111tkr~ Ill' 
c.uue subjl'ct lo the ~nutiny of i11tn11a1i1111.1I rcp1n1·111.111vn 111 
the Trustenhip Council, and die resculenll'lll of rlil' l\1kr11i.111:. 
was 1u1 l1111ger ;1 111auer d1.1t u1uld lil' li.1111ll1·d .l1~111·1·1ly liy ·'t'.•·11 
cies. uf the ll11itnl St.1tes i-;ovcrn111e11t (M.1\1111 I 'J5·1: \I I). 

Co11c11rrl'11t wnh di1·:.c events, 1:1e !>itu.11ion .il H1111g1·11k 1111 
din dl't n ior .11 rd. A 111nl ii .ii off1n·r who .1n·o11q1.1111l'd ,, I id r 
field trip w die atoll reporccJ th;it the U1k1111.1m wc1e "v1,,1lily 
suffering from 111al11ucritiu11" (Ibid.). The lUlllllil\ •1111liiv.ile111 

response liad not lu:lpcd solve die problem, a1ul in a11oclil'r oil 
tempt co co11vi11ce cl1e Biki11ia11s tlliH a return home was i111p11~· 

1quJu: milca; iu lagoon c11vtu J6,6 squart 111ilc1. In 1hi: l.auer p.art 11( 1111: 
19401, It• population w.o het\\trrn thitty hi forty i.l111ulru (lhyau 19721 
142 IH; Ma~t11i l'JS4:1111). 

H 1111gn 1k .111d K waj-d• 111 .\ I 

!>il1k .111d 1h.11 ll wa!> lll'"·~~.11y 111 11i.1~c .1 dn 1 .. 11111 . .1111111 rl11·11 111 
l111l', lhl' g11v .. 11111r of th•· M.11\11.ill~ fl,·w 111 B1l..1111 w11h J111l.1 .111.I 
die !>olllll' d111··· U1ki11ia11s who h.111 .11..:on111.1111nl l.1111 1111 d1l' c.11 

lier :.tirvc)' uf Kili, lljae, .111d W11d10. They ~p1:111 \1'\•1·1.il .l.1y\ "" 
ll1k1111 Ill l'.111}" A11g11!>I, 11111. ol\ Ill 111.l.1\ p11·vi1111-. \'l'.11, 111.- .111111111 
i~11.1lh111':. idl'.1 b .. ddired. Uik1111 w.1:. 01..:11p1.:d Ii>' .1 11·.1111 111 :.11 

r11li\h i11v11lvnl in die U1ki11i lle!>lllVl'Y·" 1w11 111011111 l1111g i11vn11 
g.1111111 of tire dfe..:ts uf rill: ;ito111it tnl\. Tiu· p1nc11< ,. 111 d11' 11 

s1·.1rtl1c1~ !rllggn1cil to cl11· Uiki11i.111!> tli.ll l.11111.111" 111111.I l1vt' 1111 

1lit: ,111111 w11l111111 l1Jr111. hirclier, 11wre tl1.r11 .i y1-.11 l1.1d 1·l.1ps1·d 

\il1L1' d1t· 11111 l.-.11 ll'!rt!r, .111d die l.1goll11':. 111.1r111t· f.11111.1 .1pp1·.111·1I 
l1 ... ild1y .111d .1li1111d.111t. ll11i:xploi1nl lren wc11· l.11l1·11 w11l1 11Jt" 

1111£.\, .111d tl11· lllll>' d1a11gi: die isl.111ders " ... pr11l1'\\1'1l 111 1111111 ,. 

w.1s d11' p1n1·111 i: 11f a 111·w pl.1111, p.1payoi, clie !11·1·,I~ .. r wl111 Ii 111.1) 
li.rvl' l>t·1·11 i11111111111 l'd during Cros~ru.uls" (I li11n I 1>(1~ ./1·1 ). 

111 111i.I /\111:11~1. tlil' ll11a1d look J11.l.1 .111.I ti ... \,11111· 1li11·1· 1111 11 

r11 l l.1el.111g. The .11011 is lo..:ated i11 11ortl1n11 l<..il1k (~l'c M.1p I, 
p.1gl' Ill). 11 11.111 been" co111111erli.illy opn.ued, 11p1.1 pl.1111.1111111 
1 ... r ..... w .. r1.t w.11 t I .111d Ii.id 111:1:11 1111i11l1oibunl '"' \1·v .. r.il y1·.11 ~. 
Tire ll1k1111.111\ tl111u~lit il "111Lc" .111.I werl' rec11r11l'd ro Ho11ger1k 
w11h d11·1r 11l1·,.·1v.11io11s. <>11 At1g11s1 26, tlu· pc11pl1· 11111if1nl tl11· 
ad1111111\l1.11r1111. 

(;t'11tlc111.-11. 

Wt' die t.:1111111.:il hJvt: heltl ii 111ec:ti11g lo flu.I the lint pl.11 t.: to g" 
10. We l1Jvt.: been lo some 01her pl .. cc:s lu inspect .11111 l1Jvc r1111>1tl 
crc:1I tl1c111 111 moving we li11J ir 1p1irc ;i p111hlt.:111. The plJ1 c we Jll 
01grct.:d lo >l.1y 011 is llorrgaik Atoll (Hecouh ol l'i '" cc.l111g~ of J 
l10J11I. l'J47). 

Tire ..:ivrlr.111 111e111l>cr of die Hoard wa~ rcpl.11 c.I by ,11111d1i:1, 

<111 a~rtn1h11r.ilr\l, wlio condulted a survey of Ho11gt·1 ik, K iii, I lj.11·. 

oind I l_jl'L111g. I Ii, rcporc ~ulista11ti;111·d du· Uiki111.111-.' 11·111111,; !{,, .. ,.. 

erik 
0

!> re!>11Ur..:i:~. li.ul grow11 so low drat die i~l.111ders Ii.id bl'g1111 

culling down you11g palms to cat the he<irl, a progressively di: 

scructive procedure which coul1I unly reduce future li.11 v1·s1s. Tl..
agriculturalist described the islan1lcrs as a tlefcatctl, frn!>tra1ed, 

poverty-st rid cu people who thought of home only as Uik i11i. I 11 
l1is opinion, their ,fcparcurc from Rongcrik had already be,·11 t1111 

long t.lelayc,I. I le Ju,fged Ujela11g1s resourt·e~ as ad,•1p1att• a11d t1•1 

.. 
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0111111enJed ll .as the hnt sue for rcsettlen11:111 (M.1tMill.111 l'J·l7}. 
011 Scpccmber I, tl1t• ~oven.-.;r anJ tl1l' Ull.ud flew Ill ll1111g 

erik lo learn why the Biki11ia11s had tleudcd 111 H'lt1.1i11 tl1t·ri:. 

They i11du:.1tcd tl1.1t d1cir primary c1111n·rn w.1\ Ill l<'t11111 111 1\1 
kiui, .and 1liey u111ld 1101 •111.1eL' 011 a11otl1n 1l'l1H,1l1t111 ~111·. Tu 
them, lJjcla11g was too dis1;i11t and lacked p.1nd.1n11s. Wut ho w.1s 
100 sm.all; it and Uj.1e were inhabited, a111I rnetdl'1111:111 1111 l'lll1rr 
could result 111 populations too large fl1r existi11M 1n11111tn. I 111 
d1er, die Uikinians wanted to keep tlicir n11nn11111iry 1111.u 1, .111d 
tl1cy wt· re strongly opposed co resi1l 11111. wit Ii .111utl1cr p11p11l.1111111. 
K11i, wliilc un111h.1b1ted, had 110 lag111111 .aud w.1~ 1111w Jllllgc•I 1111 
desir.able. They wisl1ed to s1.1y on ll1111ger1I.. IH·1.&ll\t' ,,f 11:. 11·1.1 
tivcly dose proximity tu Uikini, and they rcp11111·1lly It-It ol>li 
gaced to remain because of the vilbge corn.truucd by the A111ni 
cans. The islanders also feared ch;it the costs and dfn11 1 c11111r"d 
by another relocation might cam d1e111 the displeasure .,f tlie 
Americans. The possibility of moving w Ujdang was d1s111ssl'd, 

and the Americans returned to Kwajalein. 
The Board concluded that Rongerik was 111adn111.11L· .and 1·x 

prcsscll doubt ti rat it could ever produce rcsouun s11 ff11 11·111 f111 
the people. The Uoard's first cl1uii:e was to H"turn the P"opk 111 
Bikini. Assuming that dais was impossible, it rcl11n1111t·111le1I rnct 
clement at Ujdang. The governor concurred and dctcn11111ed tl1t· 

feasibility of Uikini's reoccupation. The results of tl1c i11ves11~.1 
tions cunJucted by the Bikini Resurvey, IH1wcver, H'Vl',1lcd that 
radiological anivity precluded Bikini's la;1bitati1111 l>y .1 pcrr11a11rnl 

population for years to come. 
In late September, 1947, the llikinians hel'.a1111: p.1wm. 111 111 

cernal squabbles within clae United Scates government. Tiu.: a~ri 
cuhuralist's report on conditions at Rongerik came i11co tl1t· pos
session of a Washington, D.C. syndicated newspaper wl1111111isc. 
tic, a former Secretary of the Interior and long time nit ii.: of the 
naval island administration, charged the navy with du: responsi· 
bility fur the sorry condition of the islanden. Tl1e Uri.. inians he 
came the subject of newsp<1per articles anti editmials tl1ruugl111ut 
the United States and Europe. J\s a conscqucucc, public opinion 
as well as the clireat of censure by the United Nations placed con
siderable pressure on navy officials to rectify the situation. 

During the second week of October, ju<la and at least two I 

H1111gl'l1k .11111 Kw.q.11.·111 /\) 

,1/.1/1 Wl"ll' l11>Wll Ill llfd.111g Ill .111 1·ff1111 ltl p1·"11.11I<' !111·111 I••'' 

!>cllle d11·11·. C In ( >uolin 17, 11.1vy 11ff1t 1.d~ .111111111111 .. ,I !11.11 1111 
B1ki111.111s w1·11· 111 he 11111v1·d Cll I ljl'l.111g (M.1.,1111 I 1JS·I: l!S). :\I' 
p.11c11dy, d11· ll1k111i.111-. 11.1.J .1g1ccd 111 die 11111\·1·, .111111111N11\·1111111·1 
2.! 11·11 B1~1111 111n1 .11111 1w .. 111y Sc.1f.1·1·-. .1111\·,.,I .11 I l11·l.1111; w11 l1 
1110111·11.d., l11 11111srr11u ;1 v1ll.1~l·. l.ns !11.111 lw11 w1·<'k., l.11n, ·dl1 
l i.d-. i11 W,1\l1111g1011, D.C. .11lvisl:.I die .1d111i11h11.111 .. 11 i11 1lic f\.1.11 

-.Ii.di., !11.11 E11ewct1JI.. A111ll w.as 111 he ll\nl 1111 .1 .,,.. 111111 \t'l I"" . .f 
.1101111c ll''>I\ .111d dial its 111h.1l>i1;1111~ h.111111 Ii,· 11111vi:d 11111111·.11.111 
ly. ( lpn.11111m i11 the M.11.,11.ills d1.111gcd .111111.f111gly. Tl1c 1·:111 
wi:10~ pl'opll' were 11111vl'd 111 l ltd.1n~ 011 I l1"1 1·111lit'1 21; rl1l' lld, 1 
111.111~ 11·111.1111nl u11 ll1111~1·11l. '1'111· ~uvr111111 11111-.1il11·1f w1rl1 J11.f.1 
.111d tl11· 1111111111, wl111 rqiurcedly dnulnl d1.11 P"1 l1.q1\ .111 .11lp1 .1 

111t·111 '" rial' .111111 Wds pmsilile after all. Slwrd}' tl1l'1c.af1cr, !111 
111~11 < :111111llh\1t1111·r of die Territory dc..:id.:d 111 c1111.l111 1 .1 1 11111 
p11"li1·1hlVl' \l111ly uf tl1e Bili11i people to dl'tn111i111· rl11· " ... 1111 
dnly111g 1.lll\n of their .1pp;1rc11t dis(1111te111" (ll1d1.ird 195/.~ ~I) 

l\e..,,,, 111 ... e to Cri<ii~ 

I.eon.aid M.1\1111, a11 ;111thropologist fro111 the ll111vcr\lly 11l 
lf.1waii, w.1s e11g.1gcJ to couducc the i11vcstig;uio11. I le .a11d .111 .1'.. 
sistanc, M1. J;11ncs Milne, an islander of mixed M1nu11esi;111/E111" 
pea11 dnn:11t, llcw lo Ro11~erik by sea pL1111· 011 J.11111;1rr .11, 1'1·111 
Their arriv.11 111i11ridcd with Ilic most ni1it.d fu11d sh1111.1gc yn 
l'Xpcri1·1ll l'.f. < >11ly i111111aturc 1:111:111111ts .111d p.111d.11111s f, 11its w .. .. 
avail;1blc. Arrowroot w;1s exl1a11stcd 011 tl1e 111;1i11 i\l,111d and 11 ... 11 
ly dl'pleted on 11d1ers. Tl1e co1111111111ity's store Ii.id only 1111c li1111 
drcd po1111d\ of flour. Canoes were i11 disrq>;1ir hccause of ch,· 
I.id of st·111111 .111d, as a result, fo.l1i11g was l.ugdy rnrtailed .11111 
tl1e relief v11y.1~cs to Rongdab had ended. A1l11l1\ Wl'fl' evc11 1 1111 
s11111i11g s111;ill lp1a11cities of tl1osc fish wl1id1 wnt· f111111d tu h.1v. 
Cox ii.: ll'lalit ics. 

I 

·11w Co111111101<1/ Orgt111i.!t1tio11. Mason lc.m1cd tl1.ll, wlu:11 
their tra<li1io11al l1Uusehol<I and lineage org.111b:.1ti1111 l1;1d prov1"11 
ineffective in coping witl1 the crisis, tlte ist111dcrs h.ul respu11dnl 
hy rt•or~a1frli11g their co11111u11iity into•• siu~le nmpnativc 1111i1. 
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PLte 8. Chief Jud" .lnd his wile in 11)46 or llJ47. (U.S. NJ1•y 11111111•.) 

Subsistence ac1ivi1ies were coordinared hy die t:otlnl ii, ;111d 111c11 
were divided inw groups and assigned work. 011 rhc basi!> uf tlu:ir 
expertise at different tasks. Tlie hc!.t fisl1er111l'11 fi,l1t·1I, !>I 11m· 1111·11 
cotlet:te<l vcget.1ble nops, anti tlic rest worked .11 11il1n l 11111 n. 
In an effort tu conserve and to e1~ure an el1ual dist11lrnt11111 of 
food, tlie gathering of coconuts and pandanus fr11111 trl'cs i11 and 
about the village area was pruhibitetl without tlie u>u 1ll: ii\ t:on 
sent. The village was divided into four sections witli l'llll.11 111e111-
berships, and eacli was headed by an ,,/,,1,. Juda lu:;11led 1111e !>t'l' 
tion, the second ranking lijirik 1Jl11b headed a sn:o11d, a11d the 111;1 
jor iJ/Jb of Makaoliej a1ul Rinamu headed the third ;11111 fo11rtli. 
Food was divided by tlie council into ellual sl1;1res for tlic sn 

tions, and the "'"b in charge of each alloueJ it elfll"ll)' ;11111111g 

its members. 

'J'l1e PiJr,imount Chief. Mason's research also r~vealcd that 
die Bikini;ms' decisions about another relocation site were shapl·d 
by factors unknown to the administration. The Hikinians' reset
tlemenc on Rongerik had undermined the paramount cl1ief's au-

l<.1111~n 1k .11111 K w.q.11. 111 .'i I 

rl11111t )' 11\'l'I d11·111, .111tl .I 11111111>1'1 11f hl.111111'1 ·, \\'t'l 1 .11k111 .11 lllj; 

rl1.11 tl11'}' \la1111l1I \1.:iLl' tl1c 11pp1111u111ty 111 lcrr11111.111· tl11·11 \lllt1.1 
d111.1tc !>l.1111.\ 111 lai111. A, 1111tl'll 1·.1rl1n, lt1111g1·11~ 1v.1·. w11l1111 J1,, 
11'.11111 11f .11111d1 .. ·1 p.ira111u11111 1li1d· wl.11 li.111 .1g11·nl 111 tl11· Iii~ 1111 
~111s' rl·s1·11l1·1111·111 i11 Iii~ 11·11i1111r. s111i~ .. :.1111·111lr. 1111 11111 .. i.!1·1.11•··11 
l1.1d licl·11 g•\'<'11 111 die B1li11i.1m' lu1urc rcl.11i1111:-.li1p w11l1 c11li .. 1 .. 1 

Ilic two l lill'f\. Tl1e ~i111.1ti1111 w.1s witl11111t pr1·i 1·1k111 i11 M.11,11.dl 
1'\l' lii,111r>·; 1lw i\L111dc1s wnc rnidi11g 1111 11111· 1 l11d\ l.111d, .111.l 
.II 1111· \.11111· 111111·, t111~y Wl'l'l' s11pp11snll)' tl11· \lil•1l'• I·, .,,. .111111!1< I 

. I Ii l' • I 1 ·I 'I I\'. I( It II I\ \\' I 1 h I 1 I I 11 · 111 ~ 1111.111 " \V 1' I 1 · 1 · \ I '' I 1 o II• 1111 '. I 'I • • 

11tl11I 1;1111111.I·. f.,1 1jlll'\ll1111111g rl11·11 11·1.1111111·. w1il1 il11·11 <>11·11 I'" 1 
1111111111 t l11d 111")' 11:1.dl .. d tl1.11 II \\1,1\ 111 .. l1'"l'"ll',d1il11 )' 111 .11.I 
1111·111 111 .1 111111· 11f 11ecd, yet tl1l'}' 11.111 r1·11·1vnl 1111 .1-.·.l'.1.1111 ,. j,,,, .. 
111111. s, •1111· ll1l 1111.111s b...li1·vcd tli.u tlal' A111l'11t .111s. p.n11t 111.11 I}' 
!111· 11.11·y ... la .. 11l1I liet:o1111· d11·11 p.11.11111111111 1 l11d .. 111.I la.ad li1·g1111 
111 1l1·\·1·l111• .1 1.1111111;.lc i11 support 11f d11·i1 p11:,1111111. 

1\111·1 . .JI. rl'"Y .11H11i:il, wli11 n1.ilol"l11·1l .1 "li1111I .111ol 111 ... la. .ii ""t"·" 
'·" y <011 ll1k111i .11111pr11vidi:1l11.1i11111i; f111 lliki11i.111, 111 .11l111i11hlc1 1,.,11, 
Wl111 li.111 H"ll•' lo ii Hrt:.11 111111blc .11111 exp.:11~.: 111 "''' d1.11 l\1Li11i.111~ 
w""' \.ofrly 11·f,,. .. 1c:J 1111 .11111111<·1 .tl••ll wfi,·11 ll1L i111 w." 111·<'.lnl 1111 .11 
011111 1·\1h·11111c111.ui1111' S111.c ll1t· .i1l111i11i,11.11i1111 l1.11l It • .,.,, .. ill 1c'I"'" 
>il11l111n 1111 .. · 1.li.11gc:1.l 111 1111· p.11.11111111111 d1icf wl1)' ,f,11111.I die ll11i11 .t 
St.tie~ 11111 lic111111c p.11J1111111111 1..liit:I~ (M.1,1111 19S·l:·l'l 1). 

Tl11· B1k1111.111 .. l1.1d 11li\t'IV1·d il11· A1111·111 .Ill\ 111.11'.la.d rl11· 111.111 
pciwn .111d 11tl1n ll'~<H1rn~!> fl'ltt1i1nl lor I lpt·r.1ti1111 < :rc1\~r11.1d ... 111.I 
rl1l·ir ow11 11·l111,1ti1111. Tl1l' 011tco1111· of World W.11 II .111d tl1c 1111 
l le.11 cxp1·ru111·11t!> were still frcsl1 i11 111i11d, ;111d il11· pc11pl" Ii.id 
tlc.1rly 1· ... 111 l11dnl 1 l1.1t A111nira11 pown .11111 111.111·11.il Wl"1l1 l1 w,., ,. 
i111111t·;1-.ur.tl1!.-. II was rl'.ulily app.m·11t 111 111.111y da.11 .1 ·.11li,1i111 
111111 of tlu: l l11111·d St;lln f~1r die p.11~11111111111 l l111·f w1111l1I lie .111 
v.111t;1Ml'1111!> 111 rl11·ir uw11 i11tnc~ls .111d wclf.111·. I ld11·1 B1k111i.111·., 
la11w1·vl·t, fl".11 nl tlll' par;i111111111t d1id\ 111;1gil .ii p11w1·1., .111.I 111111. 
;i 111ore t.:1111se1 v.11ive sta11l·c: "We i:.11111111 ta kt· .111111111'1 ( p.11.1 

11101111t chief) ... nor bre.1k with hi111, l~ir if w1· 1l1.t. s11111l'll1111g 
very 11wfol 111i~ht l1appe11 cu us" (lhid.). 

ltewmlk·ss of such diffen•nt:l'S of opinion. Sl'lllll11l·111-. f.1v111 
ing •• sq1;1r;11ion from thl· p;n.111111u1u diid li;ul -.111111glr i111l111·111, .1 
tl1c isl,11llll'I'!>' t·.1rlicr indin.itiun tu St'll'LI Kili "' .1 l'""ili1l11 y f~,, 
rL·sctdc111c11t. Kili was nor pan of ;111y d1it·l"s d11111.1i11; it l1;11I 
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been a u1111111c1< 1.1lly olh'l.1tcd l 11pr.1 pl.1111.11i1111 111 f.q1.111t·-.1· .11111 
German limes and had passed tu the United St.11cs .1s p11lil11.. 1111 
main. From the point of view emerging a111011~ die 1\11-. i11i.111s, tl11· 
atolls of Wotl10, ll_iac, and Lac whid1 had hcl'll 111mitln1·1I for 11· 
locarion were deemed u111lcsirablc not only hn .111sl' of 1 lil'11 s111.ill 
size and that they were alre.nly inhabited, hut tlu:)' 11.111 d1l' .1dd1 
tionill disadvantage uf hei11g pare of t!1ei_r p.u.1111011111 d1i..t"s d11 

mam. 

K wajt1lt!i11 St>jn11r11 

Events of early 1948 strt·ngtl1cncd tl1c pos1t11111 of il111s1· wl111 
de~ircd di.It du: l lnited St.11l~s heromc ;1 s11rro~.1t1· for the p.11.1 
mount rhief. Three d;ays after M;ason's .irriv.il .1t Ho11~1·11J.., .111 111 
ficer of the administration arrived and was i11lo1111cd of tl1L' si111.1 
tion. A messa~c sent w the governor urged im111t·d1.1t1· ri·licf 
measures. Swift action was taken; chc foll11wi11~ 1Liy lornl .111d .1 
medical offirer weru flown to Ron~crik. Tiil· dollol 1·x.1111111nl 
the B1k 111ians; he prouounu.:d their rond1ti11n 10 IH' rl1.11 of .1 ~1.11 
ving people. On February 7 the governor arr 1ve1I .111d 1111tl111l'd .1 
plan to evacuate the islamlers to a temporary t"a111p 011 K w.1j.1ki11 

, until another relocation site could be found. He proposed lo suli 

sidize the community and provide empluymenr for dime wl10 de 
' sired it while on Kwajalcin. The Bikinians respondnl with entl1u 

siasm (Mason 1954:344-345). and they reaffir111ed their approv.il 
of the governor's scheme when they were visirt:d l.1tn i11 tlu: 
month hy the lligli Co111111issio11er, an ad111ir.1I (llid1.1rd I 'J'l 7: 
528). On Marcia 14, the Bikinioi.ns loadt·d tl11·1r po-.w-.~1011-. .11111 
dclapi<lated coinocs on ho.ml ;i n.1vy vessel ;111tl ;irrived .11 Kw.1j.1 
lein the following day. The Rongerik resectlcmrnt h.111 l.1s1cd 

two years and one week. 
Kwaj.1lcin represelllc<l a totally ;alien l'nviro11111c111 Im 11111-.1 

Bikinians. They were given refuge on K w;1jall'i11 lsl.11111, tlu.· l.11 g 
est in the atoll, which had been tlenuJetl of ;almost all vegetation 
by the Amcriciln invasion force of 1944. The islaml la;1d a large 
concrete air strip, quonSL't huts, a variety of womlen Mructurl.·s, 
offices, churches, ;uul tenu. The lag,Km sitle of the island w;1s 
equipped with a doclinK aret1 for vessds ;11hl w;is d1utcrcll with 

l{1111g1·11~ .111.I f.: w.q . .11 Ill ti') 

· 111.111111· 1·111111•1i11·111 Tt. .. 1111111.11 }' 111111111111111 }' 11111-.1·.11·11 "' .I 1. \\ 
d11111\,111d A11u·1 h .111 111.1ks .111.I w.1s 1 11111pl1·11· w11 l1 >I I 1'1'1 '>, 1·l1-. 111. 
l1gl1t!>, w.1tn d1::.1illcd f.11111 tl1c -.e<1, 11·lq1lio11n, 1.1tlr11>, 11111vic ii,, 
.1Cl'ls, .111.I .1 p11~1 cxd1;111g1'. 

( >11 rl1 .. i'>l.111.I\ rn l',111 :.idi: w.1::. ,1 r.111111 111 M.11-.l1.1f11·s<· 1..11 .. 1 
1·1-., 111osrly 111.dn, wlio Wl'rt· rl'lrllitcd f111111 .di 11\'l'I d11· .11, l111•· I 
.1g11. Next lCJ tlic l.1111p, ;1 ll'llt vill.1ge of cl11n· p.11.dld 111w-. 111 
ce11 1 l11sely "l'·H 1'11 ra11v.1:. rrn1fed dwelling:. 11.1.d 111·1·11 1 'lll!>I r111 I• , I 
fe11 d11· B1k 1111.111s prior to d11·ir aniv.il. Tlac cl1111 }' 111111s 11.111 1 .. 1 
111g.1t1·d 1111·1.d w.ills .111d wo11.lc11 floors, .111d '"" 11 W.I\ 1·11111pp1·.I 
w11 l1 .111 .. 11·1 11 h l1gl1t. Tl11· •111.1111·1-. w1·11· 1 r.11111'nl, l'.11 11 111111 " 1. 
. .1111111 11·11 11 ... 1 "11"·"'" .Tl11· oir1.111g1·1111·111 111 1111· \·ill.1 1 ~1· 1!1~.111111• .I 
11111111'1 ll''>1tl1·1111.il group~. 111 ~11111e i11s1.1lll L'S, 1111·11dw1 s .,f .1 
l1 .. 11 ... ·l111ld 111 1 11p1nl .11lj.111·1u lp1.1rters, ;111d i11 oil1l'I 1 .1sn, d11'} 
w1·11· 111111·11 111 s1·p.1r.ll1'. 

Tlw 1111-. 1111.111-. rci:eivcd cl1e11 111c.ils 111 .1 111n~.l1.dl w11 l1 1 l11· 
l.il>urt·1 !>. Tlac f.ire was pt1i11 by A111erka11 sr.1i1d.1rd-. bur .1p 
pc.uni cx11.1v.1~oi11t to die Uilini.111s after dlt'ir H11111~1·1 ik urdc.il 
M1·1111\ ,·1111>l'.t1·d of rin', ra1111ed fislt, hn:;ul, bc .. t .111.I v1-gi·t.il1L· 
\ll'w, l ,11111c.I l11111s, milk, su~;ir, coffee, .111d t1·.1. ( l11t'>1<lc cl11· 
• 0111111011 111n~., cl11· Uiki11i.111s rc111ai11ed a ,·0111111111111 }' wp.11;111· 1111 
lo d1e111sclvn. l-'.1cilities WL'rc provided for tl1ci1 s1 l11uil, c111111. ii 
111ecci11g~ •• 111d l liurcl1 servires. 

Tl11· ad111 i11 istratio11 re ported: 

... tli.11 1lcfi1111c psyd111loKiLilf si;.us wc:rc: lclt 1111 the pc11plc J111f ti .. 
li1s1 1111111di on KwiljJlcin WilS spc:nt d1idly in d1c1 ki11i.: Jll1f rc:s11111111; 
d1ci1 hcJld1, rehabilir .. rint; rl1ci1 clod1i11' .11111 pos'c"io11>, 011t·111111t-; 
tl1.·n1 Ill 1111.ll <'llS(OlllCtl 'llllllUn1li11KS, Jll1f Jh11vc .ill, nt.il•lhlii11i.: " 
semc ol sc1111i1y arul self rc,pc<.:t (ll1d1J1,f l 1J57:~2H). 

As s1u111 ;is they wne pliys1cally ;1hlc, .1d11l1s w1·1e l't11pl11} 1 ,I 
as manual l.1l>orcrs a11J given tasks related lo du· ~··11l'r.d 111.1i1111 
11;111ce of tl1e b.1sc. With their earni11gs, tliey b1111gl11 l locl1i11~ .111.I 
s;1111plcd widely from the v;iricty of goods 11v.1il.1lill'. .1t tlac po:.t 1 , 
change. Their hc;ilth improved rapidly, 111ura le i.0.11 ed, .111d rl11 > 

were reporte1lly " ... profo111ully impressL·d witl1 the 1uh11ral ·" 
complishments of tlu: Unitell Stiltl'S movies, uill·s, randy, ill' 
cream ... (Ibid.). 

In contrnst to the 1wriml at llongcrik, 110 s1·1 ious prnl>lc111'. 



Cl1apter. Four 

ESZIOO£ 

dt·111an1kd d11· , 1111111 il's .1111·11111111. ( >lfi1 1.tl , 11111.11 h lw1 w,·,·11 1\1 
kinia11s a11d Amcrit:ans were fr1·1111e11C, hue wt·r.· l.1r~1·lr 111.11111.1111nl 
between thief Juda ;11111 the .11l111inistr.1ti1111 (M.1~1111 l'Vi·l:·l2°/). 
As ind1v1cl11;il~. du'. ,,/,11• 11.111la11lc11pp1111111111y 111<'\t'I•1w .111y 111 
their tradiriunal aud111rity. Tl1e kin ~rnups wliid1 tli .. y 1 .... 11lnl 
were not functional in the alien environment, ;11111 the ,,/,1/1 11.111 
little to du wich directing the Jail.y activities uf the u11111111111ity. 
Wages meant an unprecedented dt·gree of eco110111ic i11dq1t·11.le11e ,. 
for most aduhs. As the,,/,,/, did not to11trol n\1·nt1.d 11·\11111< n. 

others were not dependent upon them. Wicli n11·.il\ .111d 111111\111~ 
provided at m1 1·ust, workers were free to ~r.1tify tl1c11 11w11 w.1111\. 
Tl1e traditional leaders had no custo111ary ri~hcs 111 111h1·1\' w.1~n. 

and three or four of them wlio were 11111 old f111 phr11 .ii l.il1ur 

became dependem upon their younger kinsmen. 
The islanders had never been more prosperous 111 1,·1111\ ol 

riaterial well being, and the satisfacrions th~y dnived fro111 d11\ 
aspect of their Kwaj.1lein sojourn helped olbct 1111·1110111·~. 111 H1111g 
erik. More importantly, the Uikinians were· cl1rmt 111111 ~11-.111·1 

contact with outsiders tl1;111 at any previous time. M.111y of cl11~ 
islanders in cl1e labor o.:<1111 p were among the most "'nil 1111 .11 ... I 
Marsl1allcse; some had worked for the Japannc prior 111 11&,· A11ll·11 
cans and preferred salaried employment rn lifl· in 1r.1di111111.d 1 0111 
munities. Cu11tact with the laborers served to both n·i1110111· 11& .. 
negative image die Bikini;rns had of d1e111sclves and ex pusl· tl1l·n1 
to novel viewpoints. Compared to the laborers, die Uilini.111> 

were a group of unsophisticatcs and were remimled uf tl1l·11 rq111 
tation as a backward people when one or two men fru111 tlie la111p 
were discouraged by their f clluws from marry in~ Uil i11 i w111111·11. 
At the same time, certain notions that were u1111111011 .1111011h tl1c 

laborers supportell those of tl1e llikini;ins who Wl'rt: recv.1l11.11i11g 
their rclJtionsl1ip with tl1e paramount chief. M.111y l.1b111n:. tuok 
a dim view of the chiefs. As they earned their livdihornl 1111t:.idc 
the traditional economy, they were no lunger indincd lo .1n:ep1 
a status subservient tu that of the chiefs, and tl1cy lJUe>t111ned du: 
traditional social order which diviJe,f islanders into privilege.I and 
commoner classes. 

Contact with Americans also provided ideological grounds 
for reevaluating the tr•ulitional order. Some nHy personnel ridi· 
culcJ tl1e idea of hcre&litary cl1iefs1 anti offidals cncout&1gcd the 

ll1111g1·r1l and K w.q.il. 111 '.JI 

p1·11pk 111 11111 d1cir '111111< ii 111 .1 1!..111•11 r.111< l.1 .. l.11111. I 1ilh11·1I I'' 1 
;1111111·1 g.1\•1· 11111rc tang1lilc 1·i.p1t:)~i1111 111 ti ..... 1.-.d, wl1i. 11 A111., ·, 

<.111\ arc •1111< I.. 111 esp1111": (if 11<11 pro11til1· 111 tl11· 1111111·11 St.11 •. 1 

.11111 w,., ,. 1..l.111vl'ly q~ . .111.111.111 i11 1111·11 l11·li.1v1111 .11111 .1111111.!1 . 1 .. 
w.1rd tl1c M.11 >l1.1llnc. 

Witlii11 tin:. !>ocial 111il1i:u, cl1t: Bil..1111.111,· p.11.11111111111 d11..t .l.1111 
;1i;l'd his own interests. The cl11i:f Wil) ljllill' ,1dv.111t l'd i11 yc.11,, 
and lie w,1\ 11f1t:n rcprn1·111cd hy Iii:. hi:ir .1pp.1rt·111. Tl11· cw .. 1 l11..t 
ly 1111·11 d1·111.111d .. d tl1;11 tlu· Uikini.111\ prov id .. 11111111·-.1 h ·, for .1 I .. ,,1 .. ,· 
111.ld d11·y 111.1i11c.1i11cd 011 Kw.1j.ili:i11. The 1 litl'I \ l1n1 p.11d Iii 11111·111 
Vl\il) 111 tl11· l\1kinian:. ;111d reportedly lid1,1v ... I .1> 1f 11,· wt:1c .1, l.11·1° 
wi1li the p11w1·r .111tl prnug;itive:. of f1111n1·1 t1111n. Tl1t· U1k1111.111. 
rt'\l'lll ... 1 1111: d1·111.1111ls 111.11le 11p1111 tl1l'lll .111d 1 ... 11 n1·d f111111 1111 l.1 

lirnr1 ·, 11..11 l,·w 1 lii1J:. d.11cd to .Ill 111 ~11d1 .111.11111u1.1ci, l.1\l11 .. 11, 

thl'y wc11· .11lv1 .. nl 111 lurgl't cl11: 1 l11l'f .111<1 '.l'tl 1 l11·11 1111 w11l1 1 I.. 
Allll'I it.Ill>. 

W11l1 ii .... 1pp.uc111 1·1111111r.1g1·1111·11c 111 tl11· l..l1 .. 11·1.,, rl1c 1\11.1111 
,Ill\ 1111 tl1n tkv..lopcd tlil'ir r.1!11111.ilc f11r 't1·v1·11111; 1 l1c11 Ill'!> w11 l1 
tl1i: '111..t. S11111c recotlled cl1i1l, unlike ti.cir uw11 .1111 c'ttor I .. 11~,(.011, 
p.11.1111t111111 'l11t·f K;ib11.1 of tlt'c la'tc 1·c11111ry 11.1.I 11111 '01111111·11·11 111 
k111i l1r fo111· of .mm., .111d they d.1i111cd tl1.11 rl11·r l1.ul 11cv1·1 1 .. 11lr 
l11~e11 \11h11·, t to him rn ;111y of his ~110.:ce~'>lll\. Tl11·}· .1Lo 111.11 1.,, .I 
tl1.1t il1l'y l1.1d lwe11 deninl 111edil.1I lare i11 J.1p.111n1· 11111cs b,.. .111 .c· 

die 1.:hicf 11.111 foiled in his ol>lig<Hio11 111 a>\lll111· th<' 1 mts. Tl11·y 
;ilso found it 1011venie111 lo recall that the J;ip.111n1· I.ad 1l.1i1111 .I 
the .111111 .1'> thl' property of their E111pe1rn .ind Ii.id 11·1111i11.111·,I 
wliollevn 1 i~~l1ts the dud· might h<ive hail. 

Sd1·1 tio11 of Kili 

Tl1c .11l111111i'ttration liega11 cl1c ~c;irlli lrn .111orl11·1 1c::.cc1!.-
111cnl ~ilc liy co11suhi11h the Uikini;111s' p.11.11111111n1 1li1..f .111d 1111 
lhief who l1dd llongcrik. Tiu· choice of :.iln w.1'> 11.11111wed I• 1 
Wotl10 Atoll .md K iii lsl.111d. The par.1111011111 l liil'f, 11111 wa1111111~ 
to lose cu11trol over the people, urge1I that die}' lw 1nc11led w11~1 
in his 110111.ain on Worlm. Uc was told lu tlisn1:.s the 111aucr w11l1 
the llikinian!i. Tl1e Run"crik cliicf w;as cxcusctl f111111 f1mlw1 p.11 
ticipatinn in tl11· procct·&lings U!i lie l1tul interest in 11l'id1er :;iii'. 



,2 Chilpler Four hSZIOOS 

In April die governor, d1ief Jutla, rhrce ,,/,,/,, die pJra11w11111 

chief, and his heir apparent flew to Wotho. Again thC" Uikiniam 

were not favorably impressed. To them, Wutl10 was loo small, 
and rhey had frequently stated that they did not wish lo be sC"t 

ded on iln atoll inhilbited by others. The Wucho survC"y l.asteil 

less than one day. 
In May Juda and ren men were taken by vessel 111 Kili wlanc 

they were left illone to explure for two we1:ks. Kili has a11 d1111. 

gate configuration with a fringing reef shelf wlail la cxtc111ls 1111hro
ken around iis c111ire perimeter (sec Map 6). Tla1'. 1\l.11111 i\ .1 li11l1: 
over t. t 0 miles in length and averages about one ljll.11 tcr mile i11 
width. Its areil of 0.36 square mile (230 acres) is about 1111c l1.1lf 

the size of Bikini Island and one-sixth of Bikini Atoll's 1wc111 y 

six islands. In contrast to Bikini, Kili has a rich soil rnvC"r. A 
depression in the island's center contains a humus-1.ult·n bl.11.:k -
muck which forms an excellent taro swamp of about 4.25 acres. 

Kili's soils and favorable location in the wet belt of tlac soulhcrn 

Marshalls offer considerable agricultural potential. 
The quality and extent of Kili's coconut grovt•s f.1vorahly 
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Cho&plcr Four SSZIOOS 

imprc:s:.cil 1lic Uikini.rns. Tlic island':. dcvcl11p11u·111 .1~ .1 1 "111.1 
pl;anration h .. d begun in tlic 1870s when .a lr.uli:r pl111 li.1~l'd 11 
from ;a paramount chief. Kili p.as:.cd to (;cr111.1n l1.111d~ .. 11111 < ;n 
man, and later, Japanese plantation 111ana~cr!'. i111pr11vl:d tlic plan
tation. By the end of the Jap;mcse period, wcll onlercd rows 11f 
excellent quality coconut palms covered ni1H'ty five 1wrccnt uf 
the island. Few pandanus trees and nn arrowroot l1<ad bcc11 al 
lowed on tlac plantation. Crops with which tlie U1kin1.111s lt.111 
liule f.amiliarity- lneadfruit, papaya. k111ana, swcl'l p11L1111, .a111I 
t.an1 remained from the small popul.1tion of ;1ho111 d1111 y i~l.11111 
ers wl10 11.111 woalu·d .1:. l.1h111l'I s 1111 1111' isl.11111. 11111 il11·:.1 w1·11· 11nl 
sufftciclll in ljllJntity to support tlic l\1ki11i 111111111111111 )'· A~ K iii 
had been uninhabited for four years, howcvn, all 1111p~ wnl' 111 
maximum abundance when the Bikini;111s survcyt'd i1. 

Kili has great disadvalllagcs. It laas neid1er la!!.""" 11111 slil'l
tc:rcd fo,hing area, and the reef shelf offers po11r fccdi11h hro11111b 
for marine life. The most abund;111t marine fauna arc sucla dl'l'P 
water fish as tuna and bonito which ;ire found in the open ou:;an 
around clie isl.rnJ. Kili's long axis tends in an cast n11rd1cast 111 
west-southwest direction, which in the absence of a l.1hoo11, is 
quite unfavorable because it runs almost parallel t11 tlac nortlH·;1st 
trades. No side of the isl<And can be tlescrihed as lccw.11.I, and 
there is no protected <Anchorage for vessels which mi~lit otl1crw1se 
be used for trolling the ocean waters. The worst conditiuns ouur 
from November to late spring when the tradewindi. neatc lii:avy 
surf which isolates Kili and except fur infrelllll"lll c.il111 spdls u1r 
tails fishing. In j<Apanese times, vessels hased at Jaluit Atoll thirty 
miles away took advantage of such calms to make the sl1mt run 
to Kiti to load copra and unload supplies. Carving out .111 cxis· 
tcnce on Kili is matle even more difficult tlurin~ the wintn 1111111tl1s 
when the i.eai.on of minim<Al breatlfniir yield rnincidn with tlil' 

rough seas. 
Skills and work hilhits quite different from d1ose of the Ui-

kiniilnS were required on Kili. To achieve <An adequ;ite subsistence 
level, they would have to rely less on marine resources <And take 
full advanta'ge of the island•s agricultural potential. Their casu;1l 
attitude toward agricultural work would have to be ab .. ndone,I 
and they would have to learn and practice the rechni'lues n·11uire1I 
to cultiv<Ate the subsistence crops unfamiliar to them. All of these 

H .. 111~.-i 1k .11111 K w.q ,j, 111 '') 

1111p~ ... 11 l.-.1-.1 111 tl1e1r 1111111.llllll' ~t.1i.;e:., 1np1111· 111,,11· .1111·1111 ... 1 
.111.I lilll' 111.111 du tlie pl.1111:. n11111111111 lo lhk1111. Tl1l' ,·11lt1v.111 .. 11 
of t.1111 is cspn 1.1lly ar1l111111-. .111d i11volvn l1111g 1111111·. 11f 1·0111111111111" 
li.11 k :.11.11111111!. l.ilwr. 

Tlic .11l11a111i:.tratiu11 .1~:.u111cd 1li.11 ii tl11· ll1k1111.111:. wnc I•,, 1 
de1I 1111 K iii, die palm groves w1111ld yicl1l .a 11111111111 crop f.11 111 
excess of tl1e people's s11hi.istc11ce needs and t li.11 tl11s su1 pith 
rould lw 11111v1·rrl·d in111 111pr;i .and .a s11lisc.1111i.il ..... ti 111u11111· f,,, 

1111' p11r1 11.1:.1· of 1111p11rt1·d loods. At tl11· p1·.1k .,f rl11· 1 11p1.1 11 1<l1 
i11 d1I' l.111· l'J Hh, Jll an1111.d .1v1·1;11~i: of u111: 111111.111·.I l1111s 11f • •·11 
1.1 \\·1·11· 1•1 .. .!111 nl 1111 K1li .. 111 .11111111111 liv1· 111111--. f',l•".111·1 il1.111 tl11· 
111.1 i..i11111111 .1111111.il y1d1I .11 B1k 1111. < ll l 11 1.11:. d111111~l11 d1.11 w11 l1 , I 
H1 ll'lll pl.111lllllf. .111d m.111.lf,l'lllcnl of reso11r1 n. I Ill' B1k 1111;1110, •.• 1il.t 
~1111i: up .1 1p1.111111y of i111p11rt1~d food .lf..1111~1 tl11· wi1111·1 se.1: .. 111 

wlin1 1 l11·y w1111ld be nil uff from fisl1i11g .11111 1 lie 11111 ~ide w111 I.I. 
Tli1· B1k1111.111 ... however, li.111 lude l'Xpcr1c11n: 111 11.11li11g .111d, .1111 
1111·11 1.il 11111·1.1t111ns and l.11-knl tl1c 111an.1ge1i.d and pl.11111111g :.~di, 
r1·1111irnl. 

K 111 .ilso offered thl' potential for i11ul'.1~cd 11111t.111s w11 l1 
d11· Ma1sl1.dlne who h;uf h01d tl1e l1111gL'Sl u111ta1 l with forcif,1111 ... 
Witl1i11 a .. ixt y five mill' r.adius of K iii arc die tl11 n· s1111tl1crn11111·,1 
01tolls of tl11· ll.dik chain. As noted, Jaluit, tlie f111111n 1.1pi1.il 11f 
th1· Geru1.111 .111d Japanese coloni01I govcrn111e1Hs, i'> 011ly tl1i11 \ 
111ili:s lo tl11· 1111rtlicast. Elion, where hot Ii 111issi1111.irin ;111d 11 .•. i 
crs lw~a11 thl'ir activirin in the 1850s, is sixty fivl' mill's tu d11 
s11utl1wcst, .111d N;imorik ii. SIXl)' miles dul' wnt. All were sn vnl 
hy cite s11ud1wnrcm fil'ld trip which origi11.111·d .11 M.1j11ro A1 .. l1 
sonac 1711 111ill's to the northc;ast in the R.1t.1k 1 li.1111. I >11ru1g 1111· 
firi.l year'> of tl1c A111cri1·;111 .11l111inistr01ti1111. tl11· ~11111l1nn .111111-. 
w1·ri· .11l111111i-.lnl'd from M.1.111ro ;11111du·111111hn 11 .111111:. 1111111 •. 1 
fie l's ;it K w;1j.ilei11. 1 n the Lill of l'H H M.1j11111 lin .1111e d11: d 1-.111. 1 
center from wl1ich all of the M.irshalls were ad111i111:.1c1e1I. 

Thus, if die Uiki11i,111s Wl're to 111akc .1 i.11nnsf11I ;11l.1pt.1111111 
lll K iii, thl'Y would hilVl' to altl·r t.he l'lltirc hasis of tlu·ir Cl 1111 .. 
mic system ;111d ;1cquirc.· new skills ;md work l1ah1ts. F11rthc1. tl1e 
lliki11i;111s woultl no longt~r be isolated ill the f.inl1cn11ost ends 11f 
ship routi·s ;11111 dist<Ant from the center uf g1>Vl'rllllll'nt act iv it y. 
l11n1•11i.ell cont11l·ts with more ;1cn1hurate1I bl.1111ll'rs would 111· 111 
cvitahlc, ;and I he l\ik i11i.a11s won It I lw n•1p1i11·il I 11 111.1 kl' .111 .ad p1 ·.1 
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111e11l tu .1 new !>llliJI e11v11011111e111. No Olll' i11 l'HH ·'l'l''•'I 1.111·.I 
che exccnt co which die islanders would have 111 11111.lll}' tlw11 livn 
if K iii were chosen for reset clement. 

The fin;il d1oice between Kili ;in.I W11tl111 w.1s 111 Iii· 111.11lc hy 
a plebiscile of all aduhs and not b; the uiunril whill1 li.ul s1·l..:11 
ed Rongcrik. To aid the people, aerial pl1oto~rapl1s .11111 .1 s11111 
mary wriuen in Manl1allese oudining tlu; ;1tlv;11uag1·s ;1nd dis.111 
vantages of both sites were posted in their Kw;1j.ilc111 vill.1gl'. Thl· 
plebiscite w;is scheduled for May 25, buc che pc11pl1· 11111ld 11111 
make up their minds and asked for a pos1prn11·1111·nc. Tl11· d.1y of 
decision was rnd1eduled for June I. The U1k1111.111s so11.,;l11 .111 
vice from officials and other M.1rsli.1llcse. TIH· fnrrnl'I d1\1 ll\\nl 
the 1wo alcern.1tives hut stn·ssed that the de1 i\io11 w.1s ul1i111.ll1·ly 
theirs. A few MJrshalle!>e t·mployed ;as incnp11:11·1s kit !11.11 K iii 
was the beuer choice and rl1ey advised tl1c U1ki11i.111\ .11111rd111~ly. 

The people casl their vo1es on Juni: I. Two h11.\I"\ Wl'll' 
placed in a small room--one was lahelled Kili ;1111.I thl' 11tl1n Wo 
tho, and each bore a photograph and description of tl11· dni~11;1c 
ed site. Each adult was given a metal tag, elllen~d tlte r1111111 .ilo111-, 
and dropped his or her token into the box of his d111iu·. K iii 
was chosen by a vote of fifty four to rwemy two. Tl11· l.u 1ors 
determining the islanders' choit.:e were tl1e isl..11d's c11t11n111 grovn, 
and that it was outside the jurisdiction of any pa1a111011n1 d1ief. 
The puamount chief was displeased with the results ot\ die future 
of his rel.1tionsl1ip to the people was unccrtilin illld had 1111t he1~11 
considered (Mason 1954:355). 

The governor deferred any offii.:ial ;adi1111 11111il 11 .. 111111· .1~.1i11 
exami11etl the possibility of restoring the peopll· tu l\il..111i. Wl11·11 
he assured himself that the evidence WilS conclmive tl1.ll il1cy n111ld 
not return, lie recommended cl1eir resellll0 11le111 011 K iii. Tl11\ n·l 
ommendation was approved by botl1 cl1e Hi~h Con1111i.,s11111n .111d 
the Secretary of the Navy by mid-Augusc. 

Summary and Analysis 

For the American administration, the initial rcloc;uions of 
the Bikinians resulted in unanticipated and unwantc" cnnsc4ue11· 
ces. Because of the Americans' own inexperience in ~icronesi;1, 
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"···>· 1 .... 1 ·'"111111·11 tl1.11 tl11· 11111\'l'lll•'lll 111 .• \111..ll 1•·•p11l.11 h•ll \\ .•• 

.1 11·l.111v1·ly \1t11pli: lllJlll'I wl111 la u1uld In· .11111111pli.,la .. d !>Wll1 l1. 
au.I w11la 11111.: pl.a11ni11~ 111 diHinalcy. Tl11· A1111·1 i1 all\ wc1c ''' 1 
1l1n p1l'p.111·d 111 co111pn·l1c11d tl1c islJ11dct\' .t,·,·p .111.Hla111c111 I•• 
tl1c11 .1111 nu.ii la11111cl.111.I 1111r were they Jlilc I•• n11111.11e cla1· .1. ... 

11f .1 p11p11l.11i1111 wl1id1 l<.on~erik or ;rny otlan .1t11ll c1111ld lw , ~ 
p.:ccnl 111 \11pport. Ev.:11 if !>Ud1 111.1llers h.111been1111.lers1rn11I. 
rl1nl' i:. 1111 ll'.1~1111 tu ,l\M1111e tl1.ll they would l1.1vl' lie .. 11 giv.·11 .111y' 
p1i11111y 11v1·1 dae 111il11.1ry .and !>cie111ific i.:0111 n11"> ,,f rl11· U11111 .I 
Sr.acn. Wl1d1· lot.ti 011111.ah. i11 tlae M.11·!.l1all\ wl111 11.1.I rl1c .111., 1 
1np1111s1lid11y l11r tl1e 1sl.111dn!>' wdL11t' .:v11l.-111nl 11·.tl 1111111·111 
11v1·1 r1 ... 1..!111 .111·.I pt'11pl1·, d1c1e i!> l11t1 ... ii olll)', 111.!11·.1111111 il1.11 
1fi.11"o11111 111.11...·1., 111 the laigltn &:llad1111s of ~11v1·111111 .. 111 111 l.11 .11. 
1.1111 W.1 .. 111111;11111, l>.C. g.1v1· 1111111· tl1a11 p.as\ill~ .1111·11111111 111 11,; 
pl1.,;l11 ,,j 1111· s111.all 1on11111111i1y. 111.lce.I, d°l'1Tllv1· .111i1111 !11 .ill. \I 

.111· , 111111111. 111., .11 Ro11g1·1 ii.. 11i.:1 111 r1:d 1111ly .1frn 11 w,I\ t"vid .. 111 111.11 
1111· 1n1·1 tl1·1111·11t l1;1d tot.ally fJtli:d ;111d clu: .11111111s uf tl1i: l li1111 .I 
Sc.11n in tl11· 1sL111Js la;ad bei.:0111e suLjcct co the p1nsu1cs of\\'• .1 l1I 
11p11111111 .111.f possible n:mure from the Un iced N.11 i1111s. 

F111 die U1kinians, the period of cl1eir ll1111gc11k .111.I K w.q 1 
11·111 1t'l111 .11111n\ was one of gre.ll unccr1ai111}' .111d .11nic1 y. Tl11 11 
l11ni1ed 1:11p11\111t· lO the world beyond the h1111n1l.111n of tl1n1 ••Wll 
con111n11111 y 111.1de them ill-prep;are.I to copt• wicl1 tl1e t irt:Ullbl.11111·s 
they e11u111111cred. No1u: of their le.iJers h;ad any .1pprei.:i;ihli- '"' 
pcrient:c in deali1ig witl1 outsiders, and d1eir thi..f .111d 111agist1.11 ,. 
was 11cicl11·1 c>.perienccd nor secure in his \l.1111s as lil'.111 u( cl1 .. 
u111111111n11y. Boch fat:tors partiJlly Jt:i.:oumed f11r .111 ;ali!>e1111· .,f 

dni~ive .111d d°l~:i.:11ve lc;11lnsliip duri11g dral p1·11111I. 
The U1f..i11i;111s' refus;al to .llt:ept fully clu· p11!>s1litl11 y tl1.11 

d11·11 1el111.11i1111 w;as 11111re tha11 ,, temporary 1111·.a.,11n: w.1!> dn1\,.,1 
f111111 cl11·11 111.il11lity to lidieve or to adJml en111t111n.1lly tu cl11 
Lad that Url..ini i.:ould be lost to them l~1revel'. They were, 1111\\' 
ever, well .aware chat tl1cir hope of returning co B1ki11i or tl1ci1 
future elsewhere rested in the hands of the Americans. Their 
own perception of events tluring the period confirmed tl1cir '"" 
lier impressions of the scope of American powt•r ;111d matcriJI 
wealth, and caused many of them to conclude d1at ic woultl 111· 
advantageous to have tl1t· lh1itctl States hecome a surrogate f 111 
their p;munounc d1ief. 
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Throughout the period, the llikinians ·wne d1s.ulv.111t.1~nl i11 
tlieir dealings with die new ad111inisrrati1111 became of f.1l tors Ii,· 
yond tlieir own i11experiem:e. A111cric111s werl' still 1111 f.11111li.11 
and i111po~i11~ fi~ures in the i111111edi.lle postw.ir yl'.11'>. 111 ll'llO 
spccl, It is obvious that the isl.111ders were unn:rt.1111 .1s 111 l111w 
they could best manage their rclatiu11s with the f11rci~111·1:-. Ill 

achieve their own ends. Fear of incurrin~ tl11: disple.1s1m: of cl1e 
Americans further accounted for tl1eir il1decisive11ns a11d v;111ll.1 
tion at both llongerik and K wa jalein. Their own sded 11111 11 I 
llongerik had proved disastrous, and in large part, the H1ki111.1ns' 
reluctance to select another site fur relocation was .1 1.1111snp1e111 c 
of their hope that tl1e Americans woul,f assume rl'sp11nsd1il11 y for 

their future welfare. 
Uncertain as to what means were available w cl1c111 111 · d11·1r 

early attempts to- rid themselves of the paramount chic f. the l\i 
kinians curnc1I to their own liistory to r1·intnpret p;1s1 cvl'nls in 
WilYS they hoped woul1l gain the sympathy of die A111nic.111\. 
The isl . .rnders' assertion that they hail never lll'en s11b11·• Is 11f tl11· 
paramount d11ef was dearly a reworking uf l1istory 111 p111v1il·· .1 
rationale fur new goals. The allegations that die d11d li.111 L1ilnl 
to meet his obligations in the past and that the J.1p.1111·s1· li.ul jlll' 

empted his rights to Bikini contradicted the dcni.il uf l11s lur111n 
hegemony over them, but nonetl1cless, both were .11lv.111n·d ;is 

further evidence that he deserved no claim tu their allq_;i.1n1e, 

land, or other resources. 
' Similarly, the BikiniilnS drew upon 111ytl1olo~1c.1I .1u1111nts 

of the past to innuence Americans. The myth perL1ini11~ to llon~
erik 's contamination by a malevolent spirit was 1111l 111;1d1· k 1111w11 
until after the Bikinians had encountered discomfort 011 the ;atoll 
and had become concerned about convinci11g the ad111i11 istr;ll ion 
that the iltoll was unsuitable for habitation and they should lw 
rernnu:tl to U1kini. I-lad tl1c myth hcen '"' i111p1111;111t p.111 uf 
their beliefs, it is must unlikely that it would l1i1v1· ~1111.- 1111111e11 
tioncd prior to their actual resettlement on Rongcrik. 

One evem at Rongerik may have been an attempt hy a des
perate people to initiate some direct action to c111l the settlement 
and effect a return home. As noted, the origin of the fire which 
destroyed thirty percent of the trees on the main isla1ul was never 
detrrmined. With the possible exception of bla~cs l·ause1l hy the I 

Hu11g1·11k .111d Kw.1pli-111 ')') 

111il1t.iry 111v.1si11ns of World W..1r 11, fires of to111p.11 . .l1le 111.1g11111i.l1· 
arc 1111c k11uw11 10 have occurred elsewhere i11 d ... M.11 ~Ii.ill~. Tl111:., · 
i1 sec111s rc.1 .. u11.1lilc to s11~gcst d1.u tl1e ll 011gc1 i~ I i1 <' w.1s e11 l1.1 1 
k1111lled or, 11111re likely, .1llowed to spr ... 1d .1s .1 ili.1111.1111 111<:,111·. 
of .11tr.1<1i11~ A1111'11can .1lle111iun .111d n111t1·111. 

Events of the period, however, did 111ov1de d1l· U1k 1111.111:, 
with the opportu111ty to acquire greater experience in dcali11g 
with A111cri1·,1m. The d1·~rec and kind uf c1111L111 wit Ii A111eri .. 111·. 
w;is d1fferc11t fur various scg111e11b of die co1111111111i1r. All U1k1111 
.111:-. observnl A111cricans in the co11text of 11ffi1 i . .I visit'> .111d p1il1 q,•;1" 

111 111eeti11g .. held co explain ad111i11ist1a1i11n pr11p11 ... ils. I lire. I 111 
tncuur-;e w11h officials, howcvn, w;1s li111ited to rcl.111vcly fnv 
B1ki11iam. A1 llongerik, die members of tl1e co11111 ii wne 11111·.i 
dirl'ctly i11volved 111 the 11ego1iatio11s with of11ci.ds. Al h11tl1 H1111~•· 
nik .1n1I K w.1j.dei11, four of 1he co1111cil111cn h.ul n1111e ext1·usiv<' 
111111.11 I w11 l1 d11· .ul111inistratio11 than did d1eir l~·lluws. (>Ill' 111 
iii .. fo111 w.1 .. luda. who, lie1·ause of liis d11;1I r11lc .1 .. li1·1nl11a1 y 
1 11 id .. 111d 111.1gist rate, was most directly i11volvcd wi 111 11 ffi1 i;1k 
111· . .111111· w.1-. 1.1k1·11 to Uiki11i lo view tl11· 1n11l1s nf 1111· f11 .. 1 1111 
1 ll'.11 lest, 111· 1.-d tlic contin~clll of Uiki11i 1ne11 wl111 W<'lt" p.111 • .i 

'~~{-

die :.urvey p.1n1c:. which l.1ter examined U1k111i ;111d 1·v.d11,11ed I'" 
tl'11ti.1l sites fur relocation, and lie served ;1s tli.: p111111p.il l111k 111 · ,. ' 
cite ad111i111strati11n's line of com111u11iC<1tio11 wit Ii tl11· 1 011111111n11 )' 
at K wa j;alein. J 11d;1 's cunspinmus role 11t1t only g.1v1· Ii i111 1·011s1. I 
er;1blc cxp1·1 ie11rc with A111cricans, but the c11nt11111nl rnog11i111111 . . 
aml suppoll .1:. hcad of the u1111munity by offit1.al:. .1s well .1:. 111:, 1 '•r· 

Lune as "King of Uikini" gc11crateJ by tl1c 11ews 111edi.1 c11l1.1111 nl 
lib position .111d provided him with a grearcr pro111111e11ce a1111111

1
; 

liis ft'lluws tl1;111 lie had previously enjoyed. 

Tlie od1er three men wlio played conspicuous 1111.:s d11r111 1~ 
tlie period were those who accompanied Juda 011 d11· ~l·1 011d 11· 
co1111.1iss.llh I' or Bikini and the surveys of po11·111i.il ~.111·s ,;, .. 1..I .. 

'1 

l.1ti1111. Twu of the three .1lrc.uly ou11pi1·.I pru111111l'lll p11~1111111·, · .. ' , 
. I . d 1 I I I I I · k ti! 111 t 1c con111111111t y an t 1c reasons t icy were ' e cg.11.:1 sue 1 1111 
portilnt responsibilities appear obvious. One was .1{,,{, H who, .1·. 
head of the second rankin~ lijirik lineage, was suhur1linatt' only 
to Juda in the tritditional power structure of the co1111111111ity. 
The other, l.okwiar's son; the scribe, was scco1ul in autl111rity 111 
J mla within tl1L' framework of tl1e council or~a 11i1 .1l ion. ll cas1111" 

•( 
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for the third 111.1lc\ p.1111np.11i1111 i11 tl1l' survey p.1r1H:s .arc 11111 so 
apparent. He, ,,/,1/1 Al, hc.1dcd the j1111ior of the lwo l.1r~c M.1L111 
licj lineages. I le h.111 11.111 ~0111c brief expnicme wul1 A111cril .111s 
at Kwajaldn after die war (Mason 1954:306), and as a lllllsc 
quem:e, may lioive bec11 dcl·111cd 11111rc q11.1lificd d1.111 11tl1ns fur 
the c;.ask. Whatever tlie re.isons for die laccer's inclusion 111 tl11· 
survey j>ilrtil'S, all three 111e11 wh11 .1n:o111pa11ied jUlL1 au111i1l'd 
mun~ fo111ili;ari1y wid1 A111c1il .111 11ffili.1b tl1.111 d1l'ir frll,1ws .11111 
goiined greater i111l11c111 t' ;1-; i111p1irLt11l molders of 11pi1111111 i11 tl1c 

co1111111mity. 
Wuh die t'Xl·q1111111 111 it ... ~.,· 111111 111 .. 11, 111os1 1d it .. · 11.1111 

tional leiiders cxperic111 cd s1111u· c1 lipsc uf their fo1111n st.1111\1·s 
in community .1ff;1i1 s. l'c1 h.1ps the l\ik1111.111s h.1d 111\t s111111· 11111 
fiJcncc in their lc.11las .1t H.on~nik lll·r.1w.e they l1.1d IH·1·11 lt'sp1111 
sible for sclet:ting tlic ;111111 for relocation. M11rc lt'1t.111ily. tl11· 
K wajalein sojourn diminished the tr ad it ion al power .11111 i111l11l'll1 c 

of the "/,1b. Because they h.ul 110 .authority over n•sot1rles .11 the 
military base, many of tlu:ir youn~er kinsmen became eu111or11i 
cally independent for tl1e first time. In addition, rl1e Hikiniam 
as ;1 group were expmed to both Americans and the Mar!il1i1llcs1: 
of the labor camp who 11pe11ly 'li;11lc11ged traditio11al autl1ority. 
As a collective body, the n11111cil, the ,,/,1/J, lost co11trol of com 
111unity ;affairs wl1e11 till' .ul111i11isu.11i1111 neither gave them n·.il 
responsibilities at Kwaj.ilein 11or entrusted them with tlu· sclec 
tion of a site fur their tlriul relocation. Thus, Ly tl1e end of thl' 
Kwajalcin rclm:atio11, there were some indications rl1at ahnat11111s 
were m:currini; in tire tr;11liti1111.il power •11111 autliority st1111 t11ri· 

of the co111111u11ity. 
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Cl IAl'TEI~ l;IVE 

The Kili Resettlement: 
1948-1954 

h 1w1ili11,'\ I lie St>ttle111t•11t 

111 l.11,· S··p1n1d1cr, 19·18 two ve:-seb t.:an yi11l-\ .111 .1.l\',1111 c p.11 
1y id 1wc111y f,1111B1~i11i111e11 and l'ii;l1t Seahees undi:r 1l1c <t1111 
111.111.I .,f .1 11.1vy 11ff1n·r arrived al K iii. lkc111sc 111° ru11l-\l1 :.l'.I'> .111.I 
Ktli's n-d, tlic vn'>cl:- 1.:ould 1111c he a11d1orul 11e.ir tlic .,f101c. Ov1·1 
a pcrirnl uf twelve d.1ys, lu111bl'r, taq>.1per ro11f111~. 1011111·11·, 11111L, 
a11d otlier 111atcri.tl for cu11strn1.:ti11g a v1ll.1ge ltoul to lie lcr11nl .1 

.,liorc liy rafts. A11 ;11ea w;es cleared 1111 the 11mtl1 ., .. le of tl1c j., 

l.111d wlierc 1111· dw1·lli11i;s of cite pl.1111.1tio11 l.1lw1n :. 11.1.I 11111111·.ly 
'>lrnHI. I >11ri11~ I l1tnher tetll sltcltcrs, cw_o LOtll·tt·t•· • p,11·111'>, .111.I 
four per111;i11c111 h11ildi11gs a ston.', u1pra warcl1ou:-l', 1111 .. lt< .ii di., 
pe11s.1ry, ;111d t111111< ii l1ouse wc1e erct.:le,I 

011 Nove111IH'r 2 two vessds arrived l>e;irini; die 1 C'>l ol die 
uJ1111111111icy. Tl1<· i\Li111lcrs had only d1e1r pers1111;il t1t•\'>O'>ll•11:-; 
tlieir 1.:;111oes li;11I lunl1er deteriorated at Kwaj.tlei11 .111d l1.1d lwc11 
ab;111d111u'.d as w111tl1lc:-s. Kilt's reef again hampered 11pn.lltt111'>; 
rough seas ;111d haL.1nlous l.11uli11g comlitions ;1ll11wcd 1111ly .1 kw 
people co real h shore, and the vessels proceeded to J.al111t ;111d 
the shelter of its lagoon. Three days later the se;is subsided; tlie 

vessels made a tla:.h~o Kili, ilnd unloading was completed. < h1 
November 11 the ve scls anJ all navy personnel were returned to 
Kwajalcin. cxt:cpt ~ a carpenter's mate who remained tn super
vise tl1e construction· of permanent dwellings. The K wajalein epi 
sodc had lastetl a little over st'Vt'll muntlis. 



J Cl10tplcr Five oqz1oos 

A111011g d1 .. firs! 1.1 .. l..s n111fro111111g the Uil..i11i.111'> Wl'll' d1l' 
COll)(rtlllio11 t1f .lwell111g'>, dl'01ri11g of de11 .. e 11vn~111wtl1 il1.11 11.111 
e11..:ulfcJ the p.11111 groves a11d taro sw;1111p silllc cl1,·ir .1l>.111.lt111 
ment, a111I a rigorous progr.1111 of pl.1111i11~ .,ub .. i .. 11·11n· t 111p'>. lh1il1I 
ing il valL1..:e c a111e firsl, and tl1e •ul111 i11 iM r.ll ion pr11vi1i...I I w .. 

mon1hs' food supply to f ac ililatc pro~ress. Tl11· jll'l •pli- w111 I.. I'd 
h..rd during die first 11umtl1s on the i .. l.111d .1'> tl1cy t:111111·11t1.11nl 
on building 1heir new lion1es. When tlic 1.:arpe11tn\ 111.111· kf1 111 
M0ty, 1949, a ll>tal of d1ir1y five dwellings, 11i11e 111111c tli.111 .1.1 111 
kini or Rongcrik, were co111pleccd as well .. 1s ;i Ll1111. Ii .11111 1111i11· 
CISlerll!>. 

A rc:dh1r1ln111011 of power, i111lt1t'.llll', .111d pi 1vdq~·· 111.11 w.1 .. 
to OCL:lr in tlic Ulllllllllllity W,IS forcsh.11l0Wl'll ,I'> d1e hl.111111·1 '> 
seeded i11co their 11cw ho111c:s. The A111c1ica11 .. pr11v11li-d 111" .,,·1 
tlcmc111 pla11, .ts d1ey h.ul al llungerik. I foll'>n Wl'll' .111.1111~l'll 111 · 
a colllll.IL'l I. sl1.q1ed p.11ll'rll. Mo'>l Wl'IT si1u.11t·.I .1111111~ .1 111.1111 
roadway, the lo11g kg of the L, parallcli11g Kali's 11111111 .. 111111· 1111 
a little over 250 yards. Othl·rs were lm:ared 011 die 7'.1 y.11.I 
short k..: of die L, wl1id1 r1111s i11l.1111I .11 a ri~l1r .111~11· 111 1111· 
nortla shorl' fur111i11g tl1e cast side of the v1lla~e. Witl1111 tl11· 
riglll·angle uf du· I. sl1.1pcd v1ll.1gl· pl.111 is a d11111· like '>l 1111 1111 I' 
or hiH wl11d1 rises Jbrupdy to about 40 feel. The t 11111111 w.1'> 
positioned 011 cl1c liilhop facing the norcl1 shore .111d tl1c 111.11n 
roadway. A path wliich runs downliill fro111 the d11m 11 .111d in 
tcrsects tl1c main roadway at a right angle became c~talili .. licd 
as the boundary between tlac two village discrio~ whrn tlac dwel· 
lings were constructed (sec M<1p 7). 

Tl1e houses were built in stages. 111 the fir~t s1.1gc, ~l'vcr.il 
were built to die cast of die i11tersccti1111, a111I tlii~ ;irl'.1 lw, .11n•· 
known as Jitakc11 'upwi11d, to tlic eilsl'. In tlie ~l·u1nd ~r.1g1·, ;1 
few houses were builc in tlae area west of the i11cer~nt11111, and 
it hcfa111c J icocn ·,lownwin,I, to die wc~l '. Tl11· pr1111·1l1111· w.1~ 

twii.:e repeated u111it sixlecn ,lwellings were '"' .lll'd i11 I 11.1~1·11 
and c:i~hteen in Jitocn. Another huuse, tl1e tl1irty·tifd1, wJs 
pl.iced on the hill near the c.:hurch for the p;1stor (Maso11 1954: 
45 J-452). 

As the dwellings were completed, Juda and the c.:uunc.:il al
lotted them to family units. The factors whid1 dererminetl resi
dential assignments are not certain. In some cases, families 
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whit Ii l1<1d lu11111·dy livl·d 11e>.l to one ,11111!111·1 ll'11·1vnl .1111.111 111 
dwell111i-:~ •. 111d 111 otlacr in~1am:n d1cy did 11111. 111 1111111;i~1 111 
d11· dev1·11 li1111:.1·l111lds ;11 lliki11i ,1;1.I du· 1w..IVI' .11 H1111g1·11k, ~1·• 
e111n·11 wn1· lor111l'd 011 Kali tl11011gl1 tl1c fi:.~11111 1d ~.111111· 111 dH 
f t1 r 111 l'f 1111 i I : .. 

111 p.111 du· 111lrcaw 11f tl1l· 1111111ht·1 111 l11111 .. 1·l, • .l,I·. , 111d1I 1 .. 
attnlHlll'll 1u die greater 1111111hn of .1v.11l.1l>I,· dw..11111 1 ;~ .111d .111 
increase in tlic population. Tl1c nu111bcr of Iii~ i11i.111s 011 K iii 111 
cl1e winter of l'J48-49 h;11f grown to 208 (lbid.:•I JS). M-d1rn1n 
from the tlispcnsJry hitd rctlm:cd the high inf.wt 111or1.tf11y r;11i" 
and Kili'ia c.:oc.:onut groves h11d aurnc.:tetl some of the islanders wl111 
l1atl been 11hscnt from llil ini in 194(1. Most of tl1csc returned n 

patriates li;ad hct·n livin~ ;1t Kwaj.1lein and in tlal' nordu·rn ll..11~, 
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none of die l.1q.~e u111ci11ge111 of Uik111i.111' .11 Ail111gl.1lil.d1 w1·11· 
drilWll to K 111. 

Other Licc11rs, liowevn, appear to l1;1ve lwl'll 1111p111 t.1111 111 
est.1bl1sli111g tl11· 111crl'.1sc1l 111111ilwr of l1111l\l'l111ld-.. N11111· 11l il11· 
three p.1ir' of h111rl1l'I:. wh11 l1,1d l1111111·d j11i111 ,1lil111~ L1111ilh"• .11 
Bikini rccst.1bli:.hcd co111111011 housd10IJ:. ;II K iii. (>din 111·w 

households wne cscothlished hy Lokwi;ir's s1111 who l1.1d f, 111111·1 I y 
resided with l11s f.1cl1er, and by two 111.1rt'.S wli11 li.11l 1ni1lnl w11l1 

households lie;ull'd hy d1eir wives' fathns. 1 111 tl1c p.1-.1. rl11'\1' 

111c11 liJd Ii.id 1111 . .l1er11.111ve hue tu ;1ff1li;1Ce w11l1 1h1· h1111-.l'l11tld 
of one 111 die ,,/,i/, si11ce die l.111n li.111 u111111.llnl .ill l.11111. Rn1 

de11C1;1I d111ites, however, were 1111 l1111gn 11111,1r.1111l'd liy • 1111-.1<1 

cr;tliom of l.111il rights, .11111 tl1e ne.1111111 of tl1nl' IH'W li1111,1·l11.l1L 

further eroded cl1e traditio11;1I aud111rit y of the s1·vL·r.il .i/.i/1 

Changes i11 residential align111e11ts were ;tl\o .1 111;q111 f.11 1 or 

in the rise to a position of greater import<lllt l'. hr Juda'., \I'( 011d 
in c0111111J11d, 11l.1b II, the head of the seco11d r;111ki11g 11111 ik li11I' 
age. At Uiki11i he haJ hec11 subordi11atl' to Juda l~1r 1q .. 1111s of 
residence .11111 l111eage r.111k. 011 Uiki11i, tl1c h11md111ld, 1d .,/,1/1 /I 

and .J111L1 wnc i11 cl1c same district .11111 s<'l'li1111, (-.1'1' C'l1.q•11·1 I 1•111 
a11d M;1p 5, p.1gc ti'J) Jlld lie li;ul bee11 s11hoid111.11c 111 11111.1 111 ,Ii., 
trice, sed11111, and co111111u11ity ;1ffoirs. 111 Jddi1i1111 111 !111· p111111i 
ncncc lie li;11I g.1111ed because of lais role i11 tl11· s111vcys id p111 

posed rcl11c1l11111 sices, ,,/,1b H l1ad 1·111crged .1\ .111 1111p1111.1111 11~ 
ure in l{u11gl'rik overseeing part of the co1n1111111.il d1s111li11111111 

sys1c111. Witl1 tl1l' Kili reseul1·111c111, he furtl1n c11h.11111·11 Iii-. 11" 
si1iun in c111111111111icy aff;iirs. !>ming d11· r1111-.111111i1111 111 d1l' vii 
IJge, Jud.1 t1111k cl1e first dwelling 1:0111pleted in li1.1kl'11, wlll'11' 

Lukwi.u w.1s .dso g1ve11 l111usi11g. '·Iler, ,,/,1/, II w.1s 1·-.1.dil1-.linl 111 

Jitoc11. As thl' l11ghn1 ranking liJirik 111.ilc .111d .J11d.1\ 111·11 .1pp.11 

e11t, ;is w1·ll as rn1 the s1rengcl1 of I.is l111c..cf11I p1·1s1111.d11 )'· 111· w,1, 

--- ---- - - -~------------- ---------- ---- ·--

J A-. .Jcsuihc:1I i11 Ch.iptcr Four, the yu1111gc1 h111d1t·1 ul .1/.1/J . I 11.111 n1.il1 

h>hc:.J his own ho11>d1ulc.I .. 1 lto11gcrik. The other two 111e11 wlt11 lt.111 1111 
merly rc:si1lc:1l wid1 their clc.lc:r hro1hcn' ci11111cstk t;rc•Ufl> ;11111 h<'< .lllt<' l.1111\t' 
hol.t l1uds on K'ili were younger bruchco of ,,/.,f, I. ;11111 H.. Tl1c: two 111.1lc> 
who h;aJ resi1le1I in househol1ls he..deJ hy their wivn' f.icl1c1 s wcu· 1111c .,( 

.,/.,b I. 's mns ;1nJ one of'''"'' Ws m;11er11;1f 11cplu~w1. Tl1ese ;arc rdlcnc1I in 
M .. p 7. 

Tl ... Kili Hnc1d.-1111111 /07 

"'"11 rn 11g111Lcd .1~ tl1c d1scr11 c 's 111·.111111.111. I k11-.d1 .. 1. 11" 111.1) 1..-

1<' t'i:irl'll '" .1s cl1e .J IC UC II l11:.1d111.111. 
.J11d.1 he;uled his own Jit;1kcn distrh I .111d 11·111.11111·11 111 111. 

du.ii 1 .q1.1. 11 )' ,I\ 1 li11"f .11111 111.1~is11.1tl'. I le 1 11111111111·11 t•, f11111 11. o11 
.h du· ,·,111111111111t}"':. pr1111 qt.ii 'l'"J.l">llt.111 w1d1 ... 11,1.l,·1,, .111.l 111 
l 1J·l 1J, l1e w.1s :.11111111011l·d by cl1c ,1d11111tl\C1.lll•lll 111 lt'flll'\elll 1111 

llik111i.111\ .11 .1 11111fere11n'. of atoll 111agiscr.11n .11 iii.- 1l1-.11i1 1, n1 
11·1 .11 M.q11111. lly cl1c l~1ll11wi11g yc.11, tl11·11· w.1: . .-v1il1 111" 111.11 111· 
w.1s \L'llll'l' 111 l1is p11sici1111 .1s cl1c l1e.11I of il11· • 11111111111111 y; 111· \\ .1-. 

cln 1 ... I 11)' 111\ iclluws 111 1q11n1·111 cl11·111 111 1111· 11nvlr 'rl'.11• .I 
M.11 ,11.111 1 .. l.111d-. < :1111g1n,. 2 

Tli1· .. d11·1 1wo 1111:11 wlio 11.111 ~.11111·11 111q11111.111. ,. f111111 111. 11 

1111..\ Ill ! Iii' 11·l111,1lilllh I 11111111111'11 (II li1: jllllllllllt'lll Ill I 11111111111111} 

.dl.111\. I l111111g cl1e i11111.il >•·.1r\ 1111 Kil1, l.11kw1.11 ". \1111 11'111.1111 .. I 
111 ti.I' 11ff1, ,. 11f 1:111111cil su1be. Aftnw.ir.b, lil' v11l11111.11il)' 11·1111 

1p11slic.I 1111· p11\1tio11, ;111d tlic Makaoliej ,,/,1/1 ,\I w.1-. l'll'LCed '" 
fill tl1I' p11:.1. 1.ukwiar's soil u:111ained .1 111.111 of t:1111\idcr.1hl .. 111 

f111l'llt i:, l11•Wl'Vl'r; I.is l111m1·huld W<IS ill .J111l.1\ J11.1k1·11 1IM1h I, 

.111il Iii' ~··1\•1·11 ilie d11l'f .IS lllllfid.1111 ;111d .1dv1:.i•I. 

T/1t' h1~/ Five Years 

Tl11· I 111111111111al oq;.11111.1111111 ch.it la.111 d1·v1·1 .. ,,. .• 1 .11 H1111!:.• 11k 

t:11111111111·d f111 tlil' flr~t fivl' .111d 011e h.ilf }'l'<lls 1111 K di. Tl1i" ")" 
te111 W<I\ .1.lva11t.1geo11~ wh1·11 c1111tentra1i:d cff1111 w.1\ 11·1111i11·,I 1 .. 1 

d1r t11m11111111111 of tlte vill.1gc. Af1erw.n1b. 1w11 111 tl111·1· d.1) .. 1 

wel'k w1·11· s1·1 ;1\11le fur n11111111111;il l;ili11r. Tl1l' 11111111 ii 1111'1 1>11 

d11'Sl' 11111111111gs .11ul div11led all .1hle hodied 1111·11 111111 gr1111p~ 1.11 

1 lr.11111i; b111\h I rum cl1e ~roves, opcni11g 11.11ls, w1·l'1li11g ti.I' 1.11,: 

sw.1111p, ,11111 pl.1111i11g pand.111us illld hreadf111i1. C:11p1.1 111.1k1111;. 

wlil'll s.-ltnlulnl, pronTdcd d1r1111gl11111t die Wl'1·k .11111 w.I\ 11111 

li111iCl'1I 111 1 01111111111;11 w111k1l.1ys. At tl1e 111g111g •ii 1111' .1d1111111-.11.1 

t 11111, cl1e l1111e Uiki11ia11 wli11 l1.1J long resided 1111 1.111111 A1t1ll 11 

111r11ed 111 tl1e u1111mu11ity t•> i11su11L't the pe11pl1: 111 rl11· ci:1 11111'1110 

for Jryi11g • opra in thl· Wl'ltcr southern i,l.1111ls. 

2 The M,u)li.ill hl;anJs Con~rcn l>cg;111 in 1950 "' .i l.iri-;cly .ulvi>ory li111ly 
In more rcccnl yf~rs. it h;a~ ilnumrJ more lrghl .. 1ivc fun. 111111> ()ee Mell<·• 

1969). 
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Few difficulties and no sub~1~tence problt:ms wc:rt: experienc
::ci during tne first months on Ktli. Crops were collected and d1s
:~:buted under the council's direction. Local resources. food pro
vided bv the administratton. and copra receipts wcrt: divided 
.i.ITiong the households in shares propornonate to tht:1r rclanve 
s1zes. In order to provide easier accc:ss to the island. a navy dem
oimon team dynamited a shallow channel through Kili's fringing 
reef a short distance west of the village. Small craft could nego
:!ate the channel when seas wen· calm. but it provt:d of little use 
during rough surf conditions. Nonetheless. all seemed to go well. 
and officials believed that the resecclement was off to a good 
start and the problem of providing a secure future for the Bikini
ans was being resolved. 

.... ,,.. 
·--·--"':::'• 

Pure 11. Bikini men attemptin~ 
to negotiate the channei durmg 
tne rough sea~ oi winter months. 
!964. ,'P/1oro by .Juriior .. 

Pure 10. Channel in the reef which 
surrounds Kili Island. taken during 
.:aim sea and low ncie. 19o3. (Pho
lu by Ji.rlaor. 1 

.-

-- -....r:..::-i ;;__. -~ ~~~ 

As •t Rongcnk. such earh optimism was premature: a num
'.:ier of setbacks wc:re s0on encountered. A shortage of vessels in 
rht: entire: Trust Terntorv c3used fit:ld trip ships to lag far behind 
schedule. ;i.nd the islanders were unable to trade their copra for 
food and ocher supplics.3 When vessels did attempt to call, star-

3 During the rime \more than a quarter century) that the United States has 
administered the Trust Territory. inadequ .. te funding and poor planning 
have accounted for the unreliable field trip service in the Marshalls. · Some 
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The Kili 
Development Project 

Launching ~i:e Pro1ecr 

The 11nmed:a:e ~ .:;ns.:-.:::cience or- the lanci division-that each 
of the iJ.m1l1 befall ::: -.::.:J.r l!S :.rn6 a:ici prod'1ce copra-was pre-

. c1sely \: .. hat rhe aci:n:nist:-a!1on had .:ies1red. The islanders· response 
also helped to lau:i:::i the l\.ili De\'elopment Project on a pomi\'e 
course. As definec :;\. the . .l.mencans. the project's goals were to: 

1) dear the cocon:.H ~o\'es of brush and increase copra produc
tion: (2) provide :nstruct1on in ~ricultural techniques: (3~ stimu
late the production and sale of handicraft: and '. 4 \ develop a co
operative to mana~e ~raci1ng operanons. Mr. Milne. the project 
manager. had two .oss1stants: a man from Kusaie in the Eastern 
Carolines who was " :aro spei:1alist and a Marshallese woman 
skilled as a hanci1c:-a:·: ir.str-cictor. 

Milne soon oe\·ciope6 a ~ood personal relationship with Juda 
who encouraged h:s peopie to work vnth the project team. In co
operation with tne council. Milne organized. scheduled. and super
vised work activittes. Taro. banana. pandanus. breadfruit. papaya. 
and sweet potato cuttings were imported from K usaie Island and 
Ebon and Taluit A~olls. Men were on:anized into work teams and 
began t~ d-evelop the taro swamp. Milne and the Kusaien taught 
them how to plant. mulch. and care for unfamiliar crops. The 
most productive methods of coconut palm cultivation were also 
introduced: the Bikinians were instructed in the reasons and neces
sity for keeping the groves free of brush. and they learned why 
the proper spacing of trees ensured a maximal yield. 

Within five months. substantial progress was evident. The 
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Chapter Six 

anthropoiogist. Saui Riesenberg. visited Kiii in June. 1954, and 
reported " ... it is obvious that the people have worked hard un
der the manager's direction. and the resuits are obvious to the 
eye everywhere" '.Riesenberg 19 54). Part of the swamp was 
cleared and planted. The planting of other crops was greatly in
creased. For the first time. a number of people. including Juda 
and three or four of the Bikini alab, indicated they were willing 
to remain on Kili if progress continued to be made. 

The majority ~f the islanders. however. remained pessimistic. 
At least three of the Bikini alab withheld their support and led 
a group of dissidents which dampened the morale and optimism 
of others. The dissidents were skeptical and critical of effons to 
improve their lot on Kili. From their point of view. the success. 
of the relocat10n was the Americans' responsibility. and the Unit
ed States owed them wages for their work wnh the project. 

R1esenoerg judged that the project was a.t a cmica.I stage. 
and tnat 'A1th further support and encouragement. a greater num
ber ot people would adopt a more positive attitude. In his opin
ion. ~he negative attitude expressed bv most of the people was 
at lt:ast based partially on the assumption that the Americans 
would do more for Kili if they could be made to feel responsible 
and gutitv for the Bikinians' unfortunate plight. He concluded: 

In other words. consciously or not. they are trying to, place them
selves in an advantageous bargaining position. An improvement in 
the general prosperity of Kili as a result of the development project 
may cause mitigation of this neganvism. In any case. the project 
would seem to be a last chance for Kili. and is so ~-lewed by some 
of the people: if it fails. they feel the onlv remaining recourse is to 
move eisewhere : Ibid.:. 

The dismct administration concurred that maximum effort 
should be made to support the project. To ensure that the peo
ple had an adequate food supply until they realized a harvest 
from their labor, local resources were supplemented by an issue 
of C-rations. In August the first of three special field trips was 
arranged to obtain more plantings from Kusaie. District anthro
pologm. Jack Tobin, accompanied Milne and a number of Biki
nians on the trip. They returned to Kili with 6,000 taro cut
tings and large quantities of breadfruit. banana. and other plants. 

, 
J 
l • 
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The K:i1 De\'eiopment Project 151 

\'Otes :n ::ie j 948 plctmc::e had been ffilSCOUnted had now Deen 
rransiormeci: some :ncii\'iduals contended :hat the Americans had 

delioeratei\ r1g.?-eci the entire affair. 

Summary and Analysis 

The Kili Development Project had r".:•w or the consequences 
:!1at the Amer!cans had intended. The Bikinians committed them
sei\'eS ro deveiopm~ Kili"s agricultural potennal only when they 
had 11ttle ~ot'e of another relocation and when their efforts were 
~u1ded b\' CUtsJae sureniSIOn. \\'hat na.:i Oeen accomplished dur-

1:1~ :he ;:-rc·_1ecr was :-:ei.;a:eci h- dama1<e ~:-:d .:iisco·urag:ement from 
nar:.:ra1 d:sasre:-s. :::c .,-.-~ ~--wai ,; , .. _ _,~--v,n· '"'e•sonnel ·nd •he . '"··~·d . ..__,, --~·-··-""" r . .. " . 
rsi.;ncic:rs· conr:num;: :cs::-c :o rc!::.:rn t:: 3:krn1 or to be resettled 
c:~ewnere. 

The .,ir.;::-::~::-arion ::-:mateci tne :.-:-2_:ect as an attempt to 
hett' tilt ::-eopie acn:ew d saosr'acton a.:~c:stment to their new 
:-io~e and :c- e:ici f'.'TODiems that naci :-es~ited from their reloca
t:cns. :\t :'.11.: same t:me :t is clear tnat iurmg. the latter part of 
the rroJeCt. ::ie acimtnJStratJ0'1 \\;as respondin~ to the threat of 
embarrassment and pre~sure exerted b' :~e L·nited Nations Trust
eeship Council. The acimm1stration haci Lale alternative but to 
:nob1lize ::ie effort reou:red for the r·:.::r·:llment uf commitments -
made to rne L"nited :\anons. The Ame~:can er-fort to assist the 
Bikinians was thus lar?ei,- a consequer.:e or· external forces as it 

wa~ in rne eariier oenoci at Roni:!enk. 
The Kii1 Devt'!0t'ment Pro1ect ... :sc· ~='.nt.orced the Bikimans· 

' -
r.or:on r:1at me L'nitcd States shouid as5'.rn1e the respons1billt\' 
:".:ir ti1e1r welfare and naci che resources :o do so. The provision 
ot. manpower and other resources required by the project (vessels. 
radio equipment. housin~ at Jaluit. etc. served as further demon
stranon oi what the Americans cou·ld do when thev desired. Oth
er welfare measures tmplemented after tne project's termination. 
~he Bikinians· experiences at Kwajalein. and their awareness of 
the Un.iced States missile &.;nd space technology represented still 
more dramatic evidence of the magnitude of American power and 
resources. and reaffirmed the Bikinians · earlier conclusion that it 
was to the:.r ad\'antage to attach themseives firmlv to the Ameri
cans. 
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From the Bikinians' point of view. one major goal was achiev. 
ed during the project. To them. the agreement with the United 
States represented an end to their subordinate status vis-a-vis che 
paramount chief. As he had no legal or traditional claim to Kili. 
he had no right to their services or resources. and in their eyes. 
a significant victory had been won. 

The financial compensation awarded the islanders increased 
their ability co purchase imported foods and material items. This 
in rurn increased che people ·s desire for a wider range of goods. 
a process chat had begun earlv in their relocations. and made 
them more dependent upon the Amencans and the outside world. 
At the same tune. che Bikinians· income: gave them less incentive 
:o e:igage !O the production or copra and handicrar't as a means 

- . 
Jt sat1stnnE: cne1r wants. 

B\' th; !acer 1950s and earlv 1960s. the experience chat the 
peopie '-,ad acgu1red smce their initial relocation and the corres
po:icimg ;mprovement in che1r own self.image gave them a greater 
.:ont-idence in themselves. These changes in the people's attitudes 
were manifest in their assertiveness in making numerous petitions 
ro the admm1srrac1011 and the strong seance taken by Juda and 
others m dealings Wlth Amencans. The Bikinians were no longer 
the meek and uncertain islanders who had readily acquiesced to 
die Americans· request for their relocation a d~cade and a half 
ear11er .. 

500l2bb 
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Cl IAP 11'.H UC ;11 r Retitrn to Bikitzi 

H1·"l'"11d111i-; lo 1l1c ll1k1111.111~· l.1il1111· 111 .11lp1"1 I•• h.il1 .111.I 

d11·11 1il1·,1'. ltl 111' ITllll lll'll lo tl1l'il l1ollll'l.1111I, Ill il11· l.111· I '11,11., 

ii ... I l11J1 ( · .. 1111111~~111111·1 11t·1~11.1dnl 111°11< 1.il-. 111 W.i·.111111'.11111. I• 1' 1 .. 

1!.-1 .. 11111111 ii ... 11111d1111111 111 ll1k1111. Th ... 111111 .. 11 wl11t 11 11 .. 1111. k.11 

1 .... 1., l1.1.l l11 ... 111011d11111'.I ~111"· l'>'l/ w.1-. 1·\.1111111111 l1y A1""'" 

L111·1~)· t ··1111111hsiu11 (AEC) :-.nc111i:-.h. 111 A111~11'.l, I 111,H d11· 1'1 • ·.1 

1!.-111 iii 1l1t· ll11itnl St.111:s .1111111llllt'l'd tl1.11 wi1l1 1111· 1'\• •'t•li·•1t 11l 

.1 t'1·w ~111.ill 1,Lt11ds, r;11l1.1r1011 lcvcb wen· l11w 1·111111gl1 d1.11 "''' .1 ,of 

1111' .111.ll w.t\ s.d~· fut h11111.111 l1alii1a1io11 (11.S. l)1·p.1tllltl'lll .. 1 St.111' 

l 1H1H: IO·I). Tl11.: Uiki11iam wnc l'l.1tnl w11lt rl ... 111·w-., .111.I .l •. 1111)· 

d1n1· • .f1..r, :-.1·ver.1I of 1 ltc111 itt lt1111p;111il'd tl11· 1111~11 ( :, 11111111: ... 1 • .i11·1.i ·, 

otl1n "ffi,·i.tls, .111J a 111rps 11f 11cws111c11 1111 a 11·1 111111.1i\:-.,1111 ,. ,,f 

l\iki111. Tl1l' 1·vc111 w;1:-. give11 wide t11ver.1g1· liy il11· 111·~s 1111·,11.1, ''f 
;111d tl1e l\1ki11ia11s olHT ;1g.1i11 appeared i11 tl11· p.1i-;1·\ of 11nv·.1•.1p1·1 \ 

.11111 111.1g.11i110 d1rouglt1111t tltl' world. 

Tl11· B1ki11i;111s' d.11iu11 w.1'i 1l.111111t·111·d l1y wl1.1I rl11·y ···"' 1\1 

k1111 W.l'o 11111 rl11· idyll11 l111t1ll'l.1111I .. ,. 1lt1·i1 1111·111 .. 1 It''>. A 1111'. ,l\I' 

.11111111111 111' ill'liri:-. a11d 1·,p1ip111c111 l1·f1 f111111 rl11· 11·.,r·. 111111111 .I illl' 
i~l.1111ls .111.l IH".1lltcs. As ;1 result of tl1e 11111 k.11 1·i.p1·111111·111, 11v11 

111 tl11n· s111.dl isL11ul, .111.I p11rt11111s 111' 1Jtlw1·. l1.1d .l1\.1ppl'.111.I 

Mu:-.t 1(111111111 p.alms .11111 otltl'r pla111s of n1111111111< v.1111 .. la.1.l l11·1·11 

rclll11Vl'1I 11r destroyed, .llld tltc arull w.1s l'11g11ltnl liy .1 1!.-11",1 l.1)'<'1 

of souli vq~1:lario11. 
ll11f11rtu11arcly. d11d Jud.1 wli11 11.111 l1·d rl11· 111111111111111 \ 

through du· rroublcd yt·..rs sini:c rclucat11111 .l1<I 11111 \t11viw 111 

learn tl1.1l UiLini woultl bL· rL"Wrncd 10 Iii~ pn1plc; lie dil'll .1 1.-w 

//) 
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Pwte 15. Aeri;1I view of Uikini hl;,inJ, Uikini Atoll lio111 du: wc>I, I 1J1..I 

The litgoon is 10 ri11lu, ;,ind the 01.eoin i~ in tl1e foreg11111n.I J111I l.0111011. All 
p;ilm lrces ;1re gone; only scruL vegc:t;1tiun re111Jins. (l'l1oto l1y l.e11,,,m/ 

Mason.) 

mun~ before die Presidential annoum:e111e11l. J11d.1\ :-.011 suc 
ceeded as head of his b,mi/i, but the d1ief's dl•;1d1 opc11cd .11111tl1er 
cl.apter i11 tl1e , 0111petitio11 for power a11d i111l11e11u· in d11· • 0111 
munity. The lie.id uf the junior l.ijirik li11ea~e n·11cw1.·d 111\ l l.11111 
thilt Jµda had never been ~lie lcgicim.lle i.:hicf. !:ro111 Iii\ p111111 ul 

view, the time had come lor the renification ol pasc i11p1\Circ:-., 
and because he was of superior generational scandi11g w11h111 the 
structure of cl1e l.ijirik sub-clan, he cl.iimed tl1e ri~hc to s11ctl'nl 
to tlu;

1
chiefcainship. Predictably, and as Ju1b a111I 1.ok wi.11 had 

done in earlier years, the Jitoen headman also claimed die 1 liicf 
tainship because he was a member uf the senior ranking luink 
lineage. 1 • . 

By 1968 huth aspirants to the d1icftainship wnc •1111tc old. 
Because of their age and 1>.1sl sclL1ssertivene!>\, ncid1n 11.111 d1l' 
confidence uf d1eir fellow isl.111ders. The office of 111.1gi:-.1r;1tr p111 
vided au ahern.itive tl1.1l had not bec11 availahll· i11 tl1c p.1~1. Tl11· 

Like juJ;i, two more of the aLl1 diJ 1101 survive Ill lc:.irn of their impc:nJ 
ing return home .. One wu Kili <1Lb cl, tl1e he .. J of ii type·one b.,m/i wl111 w.u 
succeeded by his )On. The second, aLb C, was one o( the old Dikini al11l1 
who headed a type-two bamli. More than ;i yeu after l1is death, iu mc:m- · 
bers h;id yet to select a successor. Wirh the de<1th• of Juda and aLb C, only 
four of rhc eleven Bikini alab rem;iined. 

,, 

ltl'llllll t11 lld-1111 117 

B1k111iJ11!> tl111!> dcttcd Lokwi,1r's !>011 lo ~II• 1.1·1·d 11111.1 .1s 111.11; ... 11.11.: 
.111d ld1 tlic d1!>pute over the cl1il·ft.1iml1ip 1111rn1dvt"d. 

l~eli11l1i/itati11g HiJ...i11i 

01Ii,1.d!> of thl' 'l'lll!>( 'l'l'll itory, A EC, ,11111 .1gl'll• IC!> ol d11 

l>q1.1rt1111·11t of I >cfc11se (1>01>) pla1111cd die rt'l1.il11l11.11 io11 111 111"-1 
11i i11 ,1 two pliasc progr.1111. first, tl1e AEC .111tl lldll Ii.id d11 11·1 
.111vcly !>I.ore tl'rm b11c liugc to1!>k of rc111ovi11g IJ•l111o1c11ve 111.11. 11 
al\, otl1cr d,·fni!>, and snub vcget.1t1011, and i11 \11 f.1r ,1\ pt1~\ild,·. 
rc\lllrlllg die 11.icural topography of 1sl.111d!>. ·11i .. T111~1 Tn 111 . .i y 
,1\~111111·.f d1t· rcspomibility for tlic !>eco11d pli.1\c 11f tlie p1og1 1111 
111v1.lvi11g 1111· longer ro111gc tasks uf repl.1111111g d11· ,111111, ,- .. 11·.111111 
111g li1111 \lllg, .111d relocating cl1e cu1111111111ic y. Tlie I wo pha\1·. w1·1 c 
111 11v1·1 l.1p \llh e repla111i11g w.1s co co111111enl·c: w11l1 1111· n·111111 .ii .,f 
~t 111li Vt'1:1·l,1I i1111. 

1'.11111, the \cctrnd l.irge!>l 1sl.111d i11 du: .11011 l11L.1l1:d !>011111 ,.j 

die 111.1111 i'.,l.111d on the reef's eastern rim (si:c M.1p .1, p;1gl' I/), 
w.1~ ~t'l.-1 It'll .1~ du· b.1w of i11iti.1I opcr.111011" b, ... 111~1· II h.1d .111 
.111\llljl, 1111\lllll tcd d11r111g cl1c tnl period. By 1·.11ly 1')(11

) .111111 
v1ll.1g1· w1d1 au clcLtrii.:.il power plane, a WJtl'I di:-.till.1ti1111 :.}'"11111, 
a11d .1 111111il1n of otlin 111oder11 co11ve11ic11u·\ wc11· es1..lili\l11 .I 1111 
the 1sl.111d a11d weekly air service lo Kwaj.tlci11 w.1s i11iti.1ted. :\ 

ta~k fort c of men oudlcted with heavy e11uip111t·11t, .1 varier} ,,j r1 

vd1ide\, .11111 LST's of World War II vinL1gl' l11·g.111 the dc.111111' up 
erati1111. 111 j1111e eight Uikini 111en were flow11 tu 1hc ,lloll 111 .1111 

with die wurk. 
It w.1s prujcued that the accual rc:!)e1lle111t·11t would lw .11, 11111 

pl1sl1ed nvcr a period of eiglH or mun: ye.11~ tu .illow for tl1 .. 111.11 
u1atio11 .. r 11cwly pl.111ted pal111s and othe1 \11li~i~1c1111· n11p·. A, 
(ordi11g 111 tlic ;id111i11i\tratio11's pla11, work t ll'W\ o( 111e11 (111111 K1 
11 w1·1c t11 bq;i11 the pl;i11ting under till' di11·1 ti1111 ul Ilic M.u-.11.111 
bl.111.fs I l1!>trict Agricultural l>epart111e111. Tl1l' t I l'W!> were 11' Ii,· 
employed hy the administration and rotated l"vny tlirce 111 .. 11d1\ 
between Uikini and Kili so that men would nut lie sq1ar.1t1·1I 1111111 
their families for extended perimls of time. At ;i11 u11:!tpccit'11 11 
date, family units would gradually Le relocated until the e111111.· 
community was returned. Buildings were to lie t:o11structc1I .,f 
concrete Linck and aluminum roofing to avoid the s;1111c il1:t1 11c1r 
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illion d1JC hJd on . .:urrcd 1111 Kala. As .111 i11tcri111 1111:.1\1111·, i 1>'l,Ollll 

was budgeted to purd1a:,,e materiJls for die n·nov;llion ol 1 l1I' I< iii 
village. The Lose of the overall projt~Ll w.1s estimatl'd .11 .1 -.11111 
far in ex.:c:,,s of thrl'e million 1loll;irs. 

Uy du: ti111e of my rcscard1 in tl11: :.11111n1,·1 11111111 Ii" 111 I '>t. 1>, 
much of the enthusiasm tl1.u had been generated by tl1ei1 pro_lt't t 
ed return home l1ad been dissipated, um1_111unity 11111.-.ill' wa't l11w, 
;mJ the U1ki11iJ11s Wl'll' di'tpl1·as1·d "1id1 the rd1.1h1l11.1111111 p111~r.1111. 

The nu111ber of islJnders 011 Kili had llll rc.1se1I 111 H·I; il11· li11 d1 
ralc r;omaineJ 1111d1eLked, and relatives wl111 li.111 11111~ IH·1·11 . .ll'.1·111 
were n·111r11i11~. The i11nt'.1~ed p11p11l.11i1111 w,1., 1111111· 1 li.111 111.- 1-. 
liinJ could support, .111d the Willier 1111111d1s of I 1H1H t.1l l1.1d li.- .. 11 

one of the wors.t the people had experienced. As i11 die P·'''·· 1111 
more l11an 011e ou:asio11 rough seas had prevented thl' l.1111li11g 111 
cargo. Tl1e USl>A surplus foods had not been suffilil'lll 111 1i1k 
the community over, the Cooperative 's resourt.:es had l1tT11 1· x 

hausteJ and it was bankrupt. Once again, befon: rl'lll' f pi 11v1-.111m 
1Afere !1otnded in the spring, the people li;uf been rt·d11l!:d 111 .1 d1"1 
of immature coconuts. 

As in earlier years, die Uiki11iam evokt·d the "mill.. .111d 1111111·(' 
image of Uikini Jilli reiterated the hanlships thl'y h;11I 1"11.1111 "'I 1111 
l{,ili. -fter the mucl1 publicized a11nou11ceme11t of d1ci1 1ct11rn 
home, they were di:,,mayed that they had to fl'lll.1i11 Ull "iii r ..... 
few years to Lollie. MJ11y w.111te1I to return to Uiki111 i1111111·1li.11"I)' 
and have the administration subsis{ them until lll'wly pl.111tc1l Ul'n 

rpatuJ.rtl. Those men who were and would be employed i11 !111: 
replanting program were demanding wage:, l1igl1er th;111 dime n111 
mally paid to agricultural laborers. The people were abu not ~•ll 
isfted with the plans for renovating the K iii village. C1111-.1-.1e11t 
with .the stance they had taken in the past, they rejcued d1t· ad 
minisuation's assumption that they would provide the 1..11111 to 
rebuild their IJOuses and insisted upon payment for their efforts. 

The U1kinians, however, were l.!.•mpereJ in d1eir dl1111~ co 
dcill with the iltlministration, because of the l.1ck uf !>tr1111g le;11ln 
ship that Juda had provided, and because of the inrern.11 strn~l1·s 
for power whid1 had divided the community into opposing fac
tions. Each of the aspirilnts to the chieftainship had his own cu· 

t~ric of followers. Neid1er was supporting the new magistrate, 
and tl1ere was some intlicatiun that one of them was actively at-

.. ,,;,,,, ''' ''" l,.r,,.,;,, .. ,,,,, • .,,.1,.;l'f'r·if'1••• ·1tt,.f,,,.,.it~• .,, ti, .. I,,. ,,I ,,( 

ll 1·111111 (II lid 1111 I /'I 

d11· ... 111111111111y. Tl11· .11l111111hl1.1111111 \V.I\ .. 1i11 ... 1111.1\\'.lll' 111 1111• •Ill 

11·111nl • .1111111 tl1l' d1sp111i· llVl'r !111· 1l11d1.1111 .. l11p .111111.fl°111..I, 1\1·11· 
1li-.il111h w11l1 illl' c111111111111i1 y tl111111hl1 tl11· 111'\\' 111.11~1:.11.11 l' 111 ·.1 .1-. 
d1 .. y li.111 f111111nly 111111" w1d1 11111.1. Tl.I' 111.1 1 ~1'.11.11" w.1\ .1111 111111 
111~ 111 .l1·\· .. l11i• l1h 11w11 11.1~1· 111 p11""·1 .111.I .111111.1111 r 111111111:11 111·, 
~l.lllls ol't .1 B1!..1111 .1/.1/i, hi\ p1n1ige .I.\ Lul..w1.11 ' ......... il1l' p1111111 
11t·11n· h.1111nl hy his rnll' i11 thl' c11111111111111~"" 1..!111 .1111111\, .11111 iii" . 
\lljlf'"ll 11" w." 1111w 11" 1·1v111~ 111111111f11t1.il·, ·'" 111.1 1',1"11.111· 

111 A11gthl, 11)(1') 1111· IJr\I \111111111·111 1.f ',l'l'•I 11111 .. \\',I', I.ti .. II 

111 ll1k1111 .11111 1111· Bil..1111.111~ dine l11·h.111 tl1" l'l.1111111 1', 11111g1.1111 1111 
,l..1 1111· ·.11111·11·1·.i1111 1d 1111' ~vl.11·.l1.ill·,' 111'.llll I .IJ',11< 1d1111.1l1-.1 1111· 
'11".1111111 1il1.1 .. 1· 1 ,j 111" ·1'111g1.1111 w,1., 1 11111pl.-11"I 111 l I, 11 .111·1 1\ I 1 

111d11.11 )' j'"J:.111111d, .111d llllh Ii 111 llll'tl np11p1111·111 Wl'll' w11l11l1.1w11 

11•1111 1li1· "l'"1.11i1111, th" wn·l..ly .111 't1·1vill' 111 l(w.1j.1l.-111 w.1·. 11·1 
111111.111·11 .. 111.I 1l1t· p1111:r.1111 w.1\ 111111l'd 11v1·1 111 111" T11hl Tn111.11r. 
A '•I'"' 1.il 11·1'1n1·111.11ivl' 111 thl' d1-.1rie1 .1d111111i,11.11111 w1il1 1·\1•1·11 
1·11t" 111 1111p1t .ii .1grit 11lt11rl' w,1\ app111111cd 111 ·,11pl'l\'l\I' 1l1c w •• 1 k 
.ii l\1k1111. A• ll'\V of l\\'l'lll}' tl111'l' w111kn-. f111111 Kil1 .111.I .1·,1·11111d 
111.111 111 ·,1·1·11 11111\ .1111vnl .11 tl1c ;itull Ill I >l'1 1·111h1·1. 

1·1 ....... IWll 111 1h1· ... 1i.1hil11.1ti1111 li.t\ l.1·1·11 111.11L·1I l1y \1·11 .. 11' 

l11g1\I It .11 1•111lil..111-. wlih 11 l1.1V<' 1111pl'llnl 1 lw p1111:1.1111, .11111 11\ 111" 
l\1k1111.111\

0 

.111 .. 111pl\ 111 1~·1111 l1111hl'r fi11.11111.il 11•1111•1·11: .. 1111111 .111.I 
11d11·1 1 111111Y>11111' f111111 d1t· A111nit .111-.. Tl1" l\1k1111.111 .. · l1111g ·.1.11111 
111g 1111111·111 llVl'I illl' ,11111111111 11f tlil'll 11111'11",) 1'·1\1111'111" \V,I:, 1 \,11 
1"1h.11 .. 1I wl1 .. 11 thl'y lt-.1r11t·d tl1.11 thl' di'tpl.11 .. d l'111·w .. 1•1k p1·1·1•l1· 
w1·1c 111 ll'1 l'l\'1' .1 't1il1\l.11111.1I fi11.1111:i.1I .1w.11d. Tl1" L111'\\•1·11il. 1•1·11 
pl1· l1.1d 1 "111.11111·d 1111 t l1d.111g :.11111· 1 l1l'i1 1n .. 11111111·111 1111"11· 111 I 1l I I 
(\l't: Cl1.1p11·1 1-'uur). l.1!..1· d1" B1!..i111.111\, d11"y l1.1v1· .dw.1p \11.1.1111 
nl tlll' 11111'" 11f l'l'lllrlltllg Ill d11·i1 h11111d.111d, .111.I tl1q' 11111 li.,,I 11" 
11·ivnl .1 1111·.1 l1111d .1't f111.11ui.il n1111p1"11~.1111111. 1111· 1111p1·11d111r, 11· 
111111 11( tl1" B1!..111i.111\ 111 dll'il' l1111111·l.111d 1 .111· ... ,I g1l',1l 11111n1 .111111111; 
tlll' l:i11°W1'(11k p1~11plt:, ;111d d11·y 1'111(1'.'tll'il tl1l')I 1 1111(111111'11 . .111 II.I 

1.11111 1111111 E11cwt·tok. 111 .111 d
0

l111t 111p.1t1ly tlw111, "1111d1:.1 l11·.1·1I 
.1g1·111 il'\" 111 tlu: l lnitl·d Stall'\ g11ve1111111·111 p111\•11ll'1I 1 li .. 111 w11 Ii 
.111 c'.\ . . i:1o11i.1 p;1y1111·111 uf i I ,11.~ll,11011 111 I 1111 11, .11111 1111· 11111,I:, \\'.-11· 

i11vesfl·tl fo~·~o1111::1~1~i-t.:. 2 ·1~~~~1-rtu_••~-1111 tl1n 11111v11111·1I 111" 

2 In April, 11'72 offld.il~ in W.i~lii11gt1111, 1u:. ;11111111111<•'•l 1h.11 l:i1t·w.1 .. ~ A1 
oll wuulil 111• 11·turn1·J tu ih pc11pl1· 1111 l.11•·r tli.111 1111· ~1111 111 I 1>7 l. 111" 1·111 
,,, ,.,. 1 . i. f 1. .t I I f II I I I 
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Bikini.im rl1JI d1e11 :.e1tlc111cnt with 1he ll11i1etl S1;11n w.1\ 111.1<k 
quare. They renewed their appeals for ;111 1111.:n.:;1~l· 111 1 l1e11 11 ml 
fund, anJ some su~gcsted that they shoulJ de111a11tl rn1i1111111n lur 
Bikini lanJ whid1 haJ been damaged or destroyed. 

Action soon followed, and during the winter of 196') 70 thcl 

.
!Sikiniam petitioned the High Commissioner fur an i111medi.11c ll' 

urn to Bikini and further compens;uion in._ the amount ol i 100, 
100,000 for damages done to the atoll anJ the disi.:0111forts they 
1ad endured as a consequence of their rclocatio11 (Leu er co Hi~l1 
:ommissioncr from Kili M<1~iscrate, l>cccmlwr 14, IW1'J). In Ap 
ii, 1970 ad111i11is1ration offii.:iJls travclll·tl to Kili 10 l'11pl.11n wliy 
he resettlement could not take place for a number uf yc.11 ~. A:. 
n interim measure, the people were assured that every effort will 
1e ma~ " ... tu make living conditions on K iii more plc.1~;1nl 1111 
ii Bikini is fit for habiution" (Micro11itor, Vol. 1, No. 25, l 'flO). 
"he sum of Sl0,000 was provided to reestablish the Cuope1ative, 
.nd Bikini men were employed hy the administration to ri.:nov.ue 

he Kili;village. 
Not satisfied with the administralion's responses to their re-

1uests, the Bikinians contacted the offices of a law firm on Guam 
n the summer of 1970 to explore the adv;uuai;es of ol.H<1in1n~ 
egal q;aunsel. During the same period the workers at Bikini we11t 
>n strike because they were dissatisfic,I with working nrnditio11s 
mJ believed that the task of clearin~ the atoll from debris w;is 
inadcqu;accly done. The strike w;as settled, but details <1rc not 
lv.ailaf;>I, (Alicrouitor Vol. 1, Nos. 16 and 24, 1'>70).3 ln tlic f .. 11 
r>f 1970 it was reported th;,it almost every able-bodied .1tlult 111.1lc 
was employed by the administration to further the rcl1ahilit;itio11 
efforts at both K iii and Bikini. Shortly d1ereilfter, the entire u1111-

munit}!_, was placed on a long-term relief food pro~r;1111. 
Concern and disappointment over progress ;It Uik i11 i, howcvl·r, 

offset the satisfactions gained from these welfare efforts. While 
certain members of the Marsl1alls district administration, partirn· 
l~rly dtose of the Agriculture Department, worked diligently in 

l On more than one occuion, M;arsh;allese 11evedore1 hne gone on ~lrike ;al 
Majuro, and rhey m;ay hilVe served u an e~·.;!11ple wl1id1 inspired tl1e lhkini
ans lo employ this tulic. I have no concrete d•u peruining to 1l1e llikini 

• ,f,., j,ion 111 Sl'rl. lt'l(.tl nmn~rl. 

1«·111111 10 111~ 1111 I li I 

1111: dl111( lo. 111,1!.1· tl11: ,111111 l1.il111,il1lc, ll W.l\ <tlt\"lttll~ 111.11 1tl11 ,,· 
lw11 of tl11.: p101c1 I w.1~ neitl1cr prowc.,.,111._: w..11 11111 ''" 1·1v111g il11 
11111 supp1111 of tl1c higher levds of du: Tcr111111 y .1.l111i11i.,1r.11i1111 
For sever<1I months i11 1970 a11d 1971, die only .1v.11l.1hlc vc.,:.1·1 
for transp11r1ation between the base t·a111p Jt E11111 ;111d Uikin1 L 
land and pitkup trucb f~1r moving 111cn, c11111p111e111, .111d '>t'nl 11111., 
were frc1p1e11dy out of repair. Because of crr;11 ic shipping .in.I 1 lic 
tcm1inJtio11 of the air service with Kwajalcin, supplies .111d w.1gn 
for die workers arrived heltind schedule. Sl'vn.11 ;ippe.tl., 111 d11· 
< )flin· o( 1111: I li~l1 C11111111 i~si1111t·r l~1r l11gi~1 h ~11 pp1111 .111d f, 11 1 l1. · 
~··•v1t 1·~ uf .1 111n li.111i1 went 11111.l'nfc.f. Tlic· p111g1.1111 p111, 1·c·.l1 .I 
.11 .1 ~11.11 I\ 1 •.1u:, lntt du: ri: pl.1111i11g o I U1I.i111 .111d L 11111 1~1.1111 I·. w ·•~ 
cvc11111.1tly ni111ple1ed. Plans for 1cpla111ing 11tl1n l\l.111d~ in 1 Ii.· 
.111111 .ire v.1~11c or nonexis1e111. 

Tlie Bi~inians' first attempt to ol>tain l1·g.1I 1 011m.-I w.1~ 1111 J 

~11t.ccs:.f11I. To press their dai111s fur additional n1111pe11satio11 .111d 
Ill expeditt· die projcu at Bikini, tltey bega11 to cxplort· the f'"~~.1 
liility of 11li1.1ining assistance from die Micro11c~i.111 Lq~al Sci v11 n I 
Corpor .. 11011 (Ml.SC), an action-oriented agency estJblisl1ed i11 die} 
Terricory i11 1971 and funded by the Office of En>110111 ic Opp111 / 
tunity. 111 May, 1973 the Directing Attorney for tl1e Ml.SC 111 ; 

the Mar~halls petitioned tl1e PrcsiJent of tlic United Si.ates lo 11.· 
view the history and current status o ~ the Uik in i;in!>. 4 

1 n tl1c fall of 197 J tl1e ad111inistr•llion ;111111111111 i:d !11.11 11 .. 11-. 
in~ on Bikini was nearly completed, and, "If ;ill is ;acccptaLl1: 111 
the people, the Trust Territory govern111e11t is pri·p•111·d to ;illuw 

them to return tu Bikini Atoll penna11c11dy by Chri~tmas tl11:. 
yc;ar" (lli>:lili,i:l1ts OctoLer 15, 197.l). Thus, it .1ppears tl1.1t d11 
original pl.in for phase two of tlic rehaliilit;11io11 projt•11 l1;is l1n·11 
~ig11ific;111tly • .leered, and tla;tt the admi11isu-;11io11 intends co r1·111111. 
the pcopl1: lo Uik ini lo11g he fore nu:onuts ur otltl'r crops 11,1 v'" 

m;ttured. S11d1 a course of action will i11evit.1bly re1p1ire d1a1 1111· 
co111111unity continue to be suhsidi1.eil for years to , 0111c. 5 

----4 
Tiu: Direuing Attorney rec.:eivc:d no response from uftl,:i.&ls in w .. ~t.i11g11111, 

l>.C. . 

5 
In spire: of llu: Trust Tc:rrirory's oprimiscic ;.i1111m11u <'lllc111, ilac th~ i111""' 

were 1101 rell111u•tl 10 tl1cir h11111d;i111I i11 l.irr l'J71. The 1·1111,111111i1111 111 l. .. 1i. 



Chapter Eight 

ILZIOOS 

l~eevulw1ti11g Kili 

The islanJcrs' impending n·lllm to Hikini lias c111~l'd '>llllle 
to reappraise Kili and the Jaluit lands. They an· u11c:er1.1111 tl1a1 
they want to return to the remote atoll and intlic:are tl1.11 d1cy 
may prefer to remain on Kili. The latter alternative woultl he 
particularly attractive if die majorit.y of people return 10 Bikini 
and leave.Kili's copra resources for a relatively few. Younger i!> 
landers who h;1vc been born and raised on Kili ;1n· 11ot f.1111il1.1r 
with lagoon fishing, sailing, or life 011 an atoll and sonH· cxpn:~:. 
reservatio11s about abandoning the 011ly home tlicy k1vc l'Vt:r 

known. 
Regardless of tl1e a111hiv.1lenc:e of some, all of d11· id.1111!.-1-. 

wane to m;1intai11 possession of Kili and the Jaluit L11uls. Wiil• 
regard 'o the former, they strongly believe that dll'.Y liavc 111.ulc 
too great an investment in tl1e island to consider rcli1up11~l1i11g it, 
and for all of its disadvantages, its coconut groves arc ;ulmiucdly 
of great value. While no actual use is being tll<lllc of the .J.tluit 
lands, che people's desire to keep them is just a not her rdlett ion 
of their generalized concern over lomcl. 

Whether or 1wt the l\iki11ia11s will retai11 K iii .111d du· J • .11111 

lands is uncercain. The 1956 a1-.rrce111e11c with the United Stalt''> 
provided the islanders with only full-use riglns to die land until 
they arc returned to lliki11i (sec Appendix). The ;1d111inistr.1tion 
has remained silent 011 the issue, and it appears that the future 
disposition of Kili and the Jaluic lands will be determined cl1rough 
nc:gotia1ion.6 

Tlte return of llikini to tl1e people, the pussihilicy uf kt·cp 
ing Kili and the Jaluit lands, and tltc hope th;IC furdu:r fi11.111u . .I 
compensation may be forcl1coming has roused the incernb 11f 
those island en. who have long been absenc from cite u11111111111it y. 

ing was not complc:1c:d in time:. Other factors rnntributing to tl11: Jday arc 
unknown, anJ u this stuJy goes to press no firm ditte for thc Uiki11i.111~· rr 
lurn to their atoll has been set. 

6 As in earlier years, negotiations with Americans are conducted tlirougli in
terpreters, a procedure wish great polcntial for misundentanding. A few 
younger Bikinians hnc acquired a fair command of Engli~h through the 
school system, bur very few individuals over thirry years of age arc fluent 
in chc foreign language. 

lle1urn 1 .. ll1ku:i fi 

/J:1 

Slt111 d)' .dlt'I d11· I 'JhH Pr1'\hle1111.il .1111111111111·1111·111, •,111111: .. 1 rl1c· 
cxp.11ti.11n ht·M.111 111 1t'l'\t,1lil9'l1 d11·11 llt'\ liy ll'l111;1111M lu 1!. .. 11 
ll'bllvn 1111 K iii, ;111d dlll'> l1i:lpcd 11u 11".1:.1· dtl' 1111111lier ol 1.l 111.lc·1:. 
1111 Kili 111 H·t. Dnpi1c cite recur11 uf :.111111" d1t· 1111111lie1 .. 1 ,,·l.1 
1iv1·'> 1111 11il1cr at11l1:. 11.ul u1111i11ucd lo i1111e.1w 10 .1 101.tl ,,f I 'Jl1 
liy new h11 tit:. ;and ;11ld11io11;d 111arri.1i;cs to 11l lil'1 i~l.111dc..·r~. 11111:., 
hy 19(1') die cot.al 1111111bcr of individu;al:. wlt11 t 1111lcl t l.11111 "' 1111e 
riglit IO Baki11i h.111 ri:.e11 Co 540, more tit.Ill twll 1' die 111111.lin i11 
l').H1 (\et' Tables 3.1 to 3.4, p.1gcs ] 1) 42). 

Tltc trend Ii.as n1111111u1·d; more cxp.11r1.11n, d11·1r dn1, 11ol.1111~. 
,;11d tl11·ir rcLuivcs l1avc joi1u~d die c11111111111111 y 1111 K tit, and 111 
l'rJ \, d11· 1~l.111d\ pupul.11io11 1111111lincd 11vc·1 ·11111. 

Fh1· J>aum101111t Cltief 

l'1nl1.:1.ably, tl1t· return of B1k111i It.a~ ll'k111dlcd die p.u .11111111111 
1 lt1t·f\ i111nc..·:.t in cite atoll. I le ni·vn at:cep1 .. d thc A111c111 .111·.' of 
In of f111a11t:iJI co111pcnsatio11 for l11s 111:.s of Hik 111i, .111d 111 1.·1111s 
of M.11 ~11.allc..·sc..· cradicion aiul the polil·ies .. f tilt' \ltl 1 n\ivc , , .l.1111 . .I 
g11v1·1111111·11h i11 tltc i'>L1111I\, lu· c.111 t l.1i111 111.11 1 l1l' .111111 i\ .1 I. 1 ~11 i 
mace p.111 11f l11s do111.1i11. To d.1tc, the c.:l1icf 11.1\ u·111.11111·1I 111 tl11· 
bac:kwo11i11l .111d l1.1s made 110 demands fur 1nt111.1111111 11f 111. fu1 
mer riglit\. He is, l11>wt·ver, ;1Cte111p1i11g 111 g.1d1cr -.11pp11rt f1 •• 111 
;11111111~ tl1c eiq>;1triates, p.1rtin1L11ly tl1usc wl111 \t·tded 011 1\tl111g 
bbl.ab A111ll. Wltile 1hc l'Xte11t of !tis sun1·.,~ I'> u1ir1·r1.1i11, 11 h 

k1111w11 d1.1t some of the exp;1tri.1Ccs who l1.1vt· j11i111'd dtt· , , •11111111 
nity 1111 Kdi i11cludc 111e111lwrs of t!ie Aili11gl.il1l.1li gru11p. 'l l11·r .ttc 

n1ne11dy .1tlt'111ptin~ to pcr~11;11lc odu·a~ I•> .H c l'(ll 11111 i: .1g.1111 d11· 
pa1.11111111111 clticf\ ltcge111011y over tltc111. 

ll.1v111g c11dcd their subordinalc \C.lltt\ 111 1lt1· tl11d, 11 1. 11·1 
1.1i11 cl1.1t tltc 111ajori1y of Hiki11i.am will rl'jl'c I lih df11n:. '" '"!~·1111 
ltis fm111cr positio11. The cltief li;1s lie de t11 11ffn tl11:111, .11111 d11·. 
pl·oplc view him as ;i putcnti;al dr;ain 1111 tlu·1r 11·.,11111l'es. Tltc·r 
have c1~t dtr lot wid1 the United Scates. 

. ltcccnt ;Politic11I developments, ltowcvcr 11uy darcatrn B1ki 
nians' llcpc1~' lt·nce upon the United States. In rt·~ponse 111 prn 
sures from t c Unih'<I Nations illUI growing Minonesian 1111 H isms 
of the Aml' c;rn all111i11istrntio11 of cl1e Trmt T1·rricory, 111 I 1111 1) 
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dtl' ll1111cd S1.11c!> hq~.111 11t•g111i.111<111!> w11l1 Mil 111111·~1.111.., 111 d1·11·1 
111111c Ilic fu1urc polirii.;.al sloilu:. uf dtt' 1sl.111ds. Ii .1pp1".11.., 111.11 M1 
cro11n1.a will cvcmu.ally d1oosc bc1wcc11 1w11 .1l1t:r11.111vn: .1 M1n11 
11cs1.111 11.1111111 joined in free Jss11Li.1t1011 w11h d11.: ll1111cd S1.11n 11r 
11ulq1c1ulc11i.;c. Ald1uugla 110 fi11al .1g1cc111c111s l1.1vc licl'll 1•·.1d1nl, 
ic appears 1ha1 u11Jer the firsc ahem.alive, M1no11es1a would lie 
self.governing i11 internal ;iffaii:_s. Tlal' Uniccd Sr.11.·s would pro 
v1Je fi11;rnu.1I supporc ;111d 111.111.agl' 111cn11.1riu11.al .1fL11r .... 111 rr111111, 
Mil r1111n1.a11 l.111d.., would lw .av.111..blt• 111 rhc l 11111.·d S1.11t.'.. 1111 1 lt.
dc:vclup111L·111 of 1111l11.1ry li.1SL'S .1i1tl ... 1r.11eg1t f ... il111n (Wc11L1111 .111d 
U.a l..n I 9 711; l t1H). A 11 i11dqw11dc111 ... 1.111·. l111wl'\'n, w1111 Id l1.n•1· 111 • 

gt1JI J Ill CCS of c:t.:Olllllll ll' OIS\l\l ,1 lllC. 

Wl11le the fucurc pohlll.il ... 1.11m 111 d11· T1 lhl 'f'l'l111111 )' 1 .. 1111 

i.:crlJlll, 1hcrc b ltull· doulll ch.11 111 ilH· 11111 11111 1li...1.1111 11111111· 
Micro11cs1.1m will .assume cl1c rnpo11!>il>1li1y ol 111.111,1g111g .. 11 k.1-.1 

cl1c1r own domcscii.: aff.tirs. Wlac11 1l1i ... 11i.:Lur ... , tl1l' A111c111 .111 .1hi·11 
cics up1111 which tlic Uil.i11i.1m h.tve hcn1111c M• .lcpc11d1·n1 will Iii: 
w1tl11lr.1w11 from die isl.uuls. There r... 1111 n'.1\011 111 ,..,..,11111t· 111.11 .1 

newly formed Milro111~sia11 guvcrn111t·11r will fc..I 11hl1g .. 1I 111 1.1L· 
1111 rc:sp1111siliil11y for die U1ki111.111s' wdf.11,· ;111d i 0111i1111.-d 11·li . .l11l1 
lJllllll of Biki11i Atoll. Tl1c llik111i si111.1111111 Is Vlt'wnl ,,.., .1 flf .. 1, 
lem il1.u A111cril·.a11s hoavc ne;llcd Jlld fur wl111 l1 A111n1< .111 .... Ill" 1·11 

11rcly rcsponsihll·. Ac die \;1111c ci11H·, 1hl' U1l1111.1m l1.1v•· 1111 11111~ 
tcr111 to111111u111e111 from tlie ll11ucd S!Jlc~. ;111d 11. .. y 111.1}' Ii.: l111i cd 
to f Jll l>Jl'l 11pu11 d1c111~clvn. 
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