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MINT INCICATING THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Is PREPARED 10
RETURN ENIWETOK ATOLL TO THE TRUST TERRITORY AT THE END OF 1973.
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*ERL THL UNITED STATES HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN DEFENSE AFEESEARCH AND;
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S IWETOK RETURN)

SRIPANy APRIL 18y (MMS)=--HIGH COMFISSIONER EDWARD Eeo JCHNSTON AND

@ L

Se AMEASSADOR FRANKLIN HAYDN WILLIAMS HAVE ISSUED A JOINT ANNVURC;

ENIVETOK ATCLL 1S-ONE OF THE AREAS OF ThE MARSRALL ISLANDS DISTrICT

. Bepartment of Energy
< ThREZ RUHGSAR45G83 UNCLAS : Histo’rians Office
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SVELUPHMENT PROJECTS SINCE 1946, THE PEOPLE OF THE ATOLL WERE REL
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tT T OTHER ISLANDS IN THE MARSHALLS. AND HAVE RECENTLY ANNouncso?f'“

5002519 T e



IR 6 A

1715 [6LTIRTION TO RETURN TO THEIR HO-E ISLALDS BY THE END OF THIS

1

it THZ STATZMENT ISSUED TURSDAY (hPRlL 18) s HIGH COmMISSICNER
JOHISTL AND AMBASSACDCR wILLIAMS SAID TmAT FUTURE MICRONESIAN LAND
iTC£C0S UF TH: DEPARTHMENT OF DEFENSE wERE SET FORTH IN THE THIRD ROuLMD
CF OSTATUS MEGOTIATIONS wHICH TOOK PLACE IN HAWAIT LAST YEAR; "THEQE
ACLASSADCR WILLIAMS STATED THAT IN RFCARD TOeeeSECURITY RELATED LAND
REGUIREMENTS "IN THE MARSHALLS. THE NEED FOR RESEARCH ARD DEVELOPIENT
SCTIVITIZES AT KWAJALEIN wWOULD NOT DISAPFEAR IN THE FCRESEEABLE

FUTURES" Tm
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STATEHENT ADDEDs HOWEVER. THAT AMBASSADOR WILLIAIS
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o) C TUAT "IT MAY SOMEDAY t£glCHE PCSSI3LE TC CCNSOL@DATE
CUR OTESTING ACTIVITIES 1IN THE ~FACIFIC AND CCNCURRENTLY REDUCE OUR
LAND IMTERESTS If THC MHARSHALLSe™

PHE AnOUNCIMENT SAID THAT "THE 5TATUS OF ENIwWETOK HAS DEEN UDER
STUCY 3Y THZ VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES IN THE UNITED STATES
GOVIRNUENT ZVER SINCE THE FOSSISILITY OF RETURNING BIKIMI AfOLL ¥AS
FIRST CCASIDEREb. OVER THE YEARS, THE CEPARTHMENT OF DEFENSE HAS
PACE FZUR RUKESAASGS33 UNCLAS
oclEH STRIVING 70 5RiNG ITS WORK ON ENIWETOK TG A CLOSE. '(NOW) THE
“ITES STATEZS COVERNKENT +HAS IN FACT CEEN AbLE TO STRUCTURE ITS RE-
SZARCH FLANIS AND PROGRAMAS IN SUCH A wAY TO PERMIT AN EARLY RETURN CF
T : pepartment of Energy
THE ATOLL TO THE PEOPLE CF ENIWETOK." Historian's Office
HIvm COMHISSICMER JOSNSTON TELEPHOMED MARSHALLS DIST&?&#N&&%INIS-

- TRATZE ZSCAR DE2PUM LATE TUESDAY AFTERNCON TO ANNOUNCE THE RETURH CF

Al JTCLLq and ILLICATZS THAT THE U,Se GOVERNMENT AND THE TRUST TEF-

— et e )

PITORY 4ZHINISTRATION wILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY TO WORK WITH THE PEOPLE

—

vF ENTZZTOK On A TIMETABLE AND CTHER PLANS FOR A REHABILITATION \/
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~ IN THIS REGARD, ThE HICO* KOTED THAT DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSICNER

i'3:"!'ER Te CTTLEZNAN “ILL ACCONPALY AMBASSADOR WILLIAMS ON HIS TRIP
THROUGH ~HE EASTERIt DISTRICTSs ENDING IN MAJURDO WHERE HE WILL BEGIWM

MEETINGS "1THR ENIWETCKESE AT THE DISTRICT CENTER, COLEMAN ALSO PLANS

»

wt

TC OVIRFLY THE ENIWITOXK COMPLEX ON HIS wAY TO AM INSPECTICN OF BIKINI

ATCLLy wHIRT THRE AGRICULTURAL REHABILITATION OF THAT FORMzR ATOMIC
TTESTING SITE IS NOW BEING CLOSED OUT.

THEZ HICC. SAID THAT 4T SOME FUTURE DATE THE LEADERS OF ENIWETOK
wItL BE I:ViITEZD TO BIKINI TC CSSERVE THE REHABILITATION PROGRAM THERE
IN ACTIONS.  Hc SAlC FbQTHER THAT THE FECPLE OF ENIWETOK WILL BE
PAGE FIVe RURGS5AA4592 UNCLAS | \
CONSULTELZ AT ZVERY STEZP ALONG THE WAY IN THE REHABILITATICN PROGRAM..

DISTAT DEcARUM SAIC THAT HE WAS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TG THE HIGH COM=-
MISSIONER AND AMEASSACOR wWILLIAMS FOR THEIR LCONG AND HARD EFFORTS TO

EAPEDITE THt RzTURIL GF THE ATCLL TO THE PEOPLE. HE SAID HE LCOKED

ny

FORWARD TS MECTING HITH DEPUTY HICOi4 COLEMAN LATER IN THE WEEK AND
TS BEGINGING THE PLARMNING FOR THE REVERSICN OF ENIWETOK TC ThE TRUST
TERRITCRY ST ThAT THE REHABILITATICN PROGRAM COULD GET UNCERWAY.

ACCORDINMG TC THIZ JCINT ANNOUNCEMENT RELEASED TUESDAY, IT WILL BE

O

N

m

CE

)

© <

of
0

& y

$SARY T CARRY OUT THE SAME TYPE CF SURVEYs CLEANUP AND REHABILI- | Y
TATION Pr JCEDURES THAT HAVE 3EEN USED AT BIKINI. "AS AN INITIAL ééESé?
STEP+ THE AWNOUNCEMENT SAIDs "THE UeSe PLANS TO COMMENCE THE SURVEY¢§W§?£;
CF THE ATOLL PROBABLY LATE THIS SUMMER. THE CLEANUP AND REHABILITA-

_ TICN OF THE THREE ISLANDS---PARRY, JAPTAN AND ANIYAANII---IN THE _ v

. 3DUTHEASTZRi PART GF THE ATOLLs WILL RECEIVE FIRST PRICRITY." | )
 PRIOR TC THE RETURN OF ENIWETOK TO TKUST TERRITORY JURISDICTIONE _

/ 8Y THE EnD ~F 1973+ THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAID, "THE UNITED STATES IS \, "

COMPLETIHG SOME RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TESTING ON THE ATOLL WHICH L
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LiiL . AT INVOLVE iHUCLEAR DETONATIONMS OF ANY TYPE. THESE TESTS WILL
v e wAY IRTEAFERE wITk AN EARLY COMWENCEAENT OF THE REHABILITATICN
 PRCCESS AND WILL BE CONPLETED BY THE END OF 19734"
PAaGE 5 [E RUHGSAA4593 UNCLAS
(SPECTAL COMMITTEE CHAIRHAN APPOINTED)

C21PAly EPRIL 16+ (1 45) oomitARIANAS SENATCR OLYAPIC Te BCRJA HAS |
CoEh APPOTNTED CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL JOINT ~OMMITTEE CONCERNING
SINGELAP AND UTIRIK ATOLLS. OTmER 1ErBERS CF THE COMNITTEE ARC RE~

RESELTATIVE HANS WILLIANDER OF TRUK AND REPRISENTATIVE TIMOCTHY

THE SPECIAL JCINT CCYMITTEZ CONCERNING RCNGELAP AND UTIRMK WAS \
CREATED UNDER PUBLIC LA4 4C-334 WHICH AUTOMATTCALLY ZECAME LAW MARCH
26, THZ COMRITTEE 1S CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY T0 INVESTIGATE
THE EFFECTS OF IRRACIATIOH ON THE PECPLE OF RONGELAP AND UTIRIK ATOLLS
AXD UILL ATTEGRT TO SECURE ANY AND ALL MECICAL ASSISTANCE POSSIBLE FOR
ThE PIJPLE CF THE AFFECTED ATOLLS. IT 15 ALSO CHARGED WITH THE RES=-
POLSICILITY FOK OSTAIRING COMPENSATION FOR THE PECPLE OF RONGELAP ANG
UTIHIx FOR THI 1iJURIES w~ICH THEY SUFFERED DUE TO EXPOSUKE TC
IRRADIATION, | '

ECCLADING TC SENATCA BORJA, THE SPECIAL CCHMITTEE HAS BEGUN INITIAL

REZARINGS INTO THt RONCELAP AND UTIRIK SITUATION ON SAIPANe ON #ONDAY

TAZ COAWITTEE CALLED Of DRe WILLIAM PECKe TT HEALTH SERVICES DIRECTCR,

ANL Do HAYAKAWA OF JAPAN FOR SOME 3ACKGRCUND INFCRMATION ON THE CVER-

~il SITUATION CF THE AFFECTED PECFPLE. Depaﬂment of qur“
l | < Historian's Offic® —
- - ARCHIVES !
2880 | i
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