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SUBJECT: BERYLLIUM CONTAMINATION OF RUNIT AS YOU KNOW, LLL HAS, 

'A:r.-:·M'( REQ'UE.ST ANALYZ.E·D· FOR BERYLLIUM.A SUITE OF RU.NIT SOIL 
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. . - . . . . . . . .• . .... . . ... . . . . . ( 
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SAMPLES IN TU: NEAR VICINITY OF <AND SOME REMOTE FROM) THE 

FI G -Q U I N CE AR E P. • 

_BERYLLl.U~.QONTENT OF THESE ~~M~L~S IS UNIFORMLY LOW AT 
. - . . . . .. . . ·.·. ·· .• •··.' . '!' .,;. -.. . ~ . : . . .: .... : ·. · .. ;\... .. ·. . ··. . . . . . . . · .. ' ·. ': . ;... . . . . . •. . .. 

APPROXIMATELY 'FOUR-TENTHS TO FIVE'.:T£N1'H'S 'MICROGRAM PER,-GRAM· OF .·. · · · 

SOIL. 

~~JM THIS I BE~IEVE IT IS RE~SO~ABLE TO CONCLUDE THAT WE ARE 

•·. }lOT ENCQUN.TER! NG Ai'IY S1 ~~!JI CAflt)Moli.NT pF --,~~C. BE~YL~l u~ .- · .. ~v': ..... • 
~ TH<\T IS BERYl:_LIU.~ WHICH IS tl'O "TAGGED" WITH PLUTONIUM. . . i9; I ,;i't-<. 
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IN FAC·T, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THESE SOIL SAMPLES WHICH ARE IN 

THE RANGE OF NATURALLY OCCURRING BERYLLIUM CONCENTRATIONS, THE 

ONLY BERYL.LIUM tYE HAVE SEEN HAS BEEN IN THE DEVICE FRAGMENTS 

WHICH DO REVEAL THEIR PRESENCE BY• THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSOCIATED 

ALPHA EMITTERS. 

WITH THIS INFORMATION IN HAND, I HAVE CONCLUDED THAT FOR THE 

ACTIVITIES UNDER MY PURVIEW - SPECIFICALLY THE ENEWETAK BASED 

RADIOCHEMISTRY LABORATORY - WE NEED NOT MODIFY CURRENT HEALTH 

PROTECTION PROCEDURES, AND THAT WE DO NOT REQUIRE AND WILL NOT 

SEEK THE ASSISTANCE OF AN INDUSTRIAL HYGIENIST. 

AS 10 YOUR DELO P~OBLEM ON RUNIT, I CONSIDER IT APPROPRIATE 

THAT WE LIMIT OUR DOE ADVICE TO RADIOLOGICAL MATTERS. THIS 

MESSAGE IS THEREFORE INFORMATIONAL ONLY. IT WILL BE FOLLOWED 

SY A DETAILED REPORT OF LLL FINDINGS WHEN RECEIVED. END 
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