
.C~\L • 
~rgonne ~atlonal I.abot atot ~ 

SHlCAGO 80 L:.... ~015 

Dr • .3hielcs ·::atTen, Director 
Di \'i.sion of Biology :.: L:edicir.e 
~.s. ~tomic ~argy Comrr~ssion 
1901 Constituti,on Avenue, :r.r. • 
. ·iashington, 25.;: D. c. 

l; 

Dea.r Dr. .'iarren a 

"l&iy 24, 1949 

In !!ff letter of 4pril lZ, in response to your letter cf 
:.:arct 29, 1$4~~ ::: stat~d tha-i: Argcnne ~Ia.tional La.1.:ora:tory wculc. be. 
glad to accept~ the responsi:::ility !'or t.r.e biclo;ic:al, research pro .. 
~rf3.!r.. in connecticn ~ith the ~ext :ests. I ~:..u-~~er sta:td tr_at tte 
laboratory had assigned this respcnsit::ility to Dr. ii.ustir. :.:. 3ntes 
·vho · . .,ould serv-i: as its re;:r~!':enta.tive. 

Subsequent to -!:his letter, Dr. 3rues :iiscusse<i with you in 
Detroit on April 20 the !M.£nitude of the opent ~ion e.nd t~..'rther dis-
c'.;s ::.ed the situation with Dr. 3owers on the avenir:g of li.pril 24. 1 
Jr. Erues' pceition ;11as that if· anyone from Argcnne :Jatic1:1a.!. Lal·~r,,.+t'.'.'r•) 

took Jver the rE>~ponsibili ty for these tests it ·.irould requil·e the :na.~or 
share of his time. Furthermore, it beca~e clear that ~uch ~ere than 
technical responsibility ·.~-as involved and that the admicistr-ative 
responsibility would far outv:~igh the pur"lY scientific activities. 
This ·.ras discussed with Dr. 3owers, and he agreed that this judgen:.ent 
was probably correct, and that with the increasing scientific load 
!:ere at Argonne Laboratory, it was probably tr1.ie that Dr. Brues should 
not tmdertake this further responsibilit~'• The follo'l'l-U.!S afternoon a. 
conference ?IB.S held. with I:r. -.'fright Langham and Dr. J.C. Clark of Loa 
Ala.mos in wh"ich the natter ·::as further discussed. I'he result ~f this 
discussion ·.ss simply to confir!l'I. the earlier C.ecisions. 

In view of the abo~1e discussions I:.r. Bowers indicated -!:Lat it 
woulC. be necessary to make other arra.nger.ents, of which the most likely 
would be the usurr.pticn of the responsibility by the .\-a.shin~on Office. 
Dr. Brues has given his assuran::e that he -.vot<ld be glad to express his 
opinicns and to provide :vr.atever advice he could give i.!l connection wi-th 
the tests, on a strictly inforroAl basis. 
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As a result, it is the understandini; of Argonne :1ational 
Laboratory that it has been formally divested of any special responsi­
bility for these tests. I am very sorry that this situation has arisen, 
but I must confess that I concur. I trust that you ·Nill feel rree, however, 
to make whatever use you ce,n of the advice and assistance on technical 
matters which Drs. Erues and Lisco, and the other ~embers of their staff, 
can provide. 
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