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WASHINGTON D.C 20240 

M.-or&Adua AUG 2 9 1975 

To: 
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A9aiat&At Secretary, Progr .. DeYalopaeDt cM1 Budget 

Director of Ten-itoriAl Affa~gd.) Fred ¥'eder 

Radiological SurTey of B1Jr1111 I.land and !aiu IalaDd of 
lfk1pi .&.tail · • 
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we are faced vi.th a critical eituatioll in the BikiAi !.uettlUllUlt -r-A::' n 
Project tdlich rtaelaaire.s ilmediata daciaioll. · I ~ '"- ·· 

• 0 ·- _,.,., : 

Work on ~· Bf.ldn.i l.eaettlement Project h&4 beml halted t.i:pararily -:.. S ,:-v.J .. 
pe.nctiAg • ~ radJ.ological aurTey which waa hein& C81Mhacted oa Bikiai. · _ 
Isl.aD.d. Thia vu necHa&ry •he• the people wiab.K tha la.at iacre-
ment of Jlou8 .. to •• located 1D the illter1or of t.M ul.&Dd rathc' than 
aloog the ~ooa.. You will recall that you chaired an Inter-A&ancy . 
meeti.a.& oa. this Mpect on .Juaa 25, 1975. The preli:aJ.Dary reporc Oil 

the Jm:ua -radiologi.cal survey now baa 'been relaaaad. .md a aeating vaa 
held at UTermore Laboratory in Livermore, California, fraa Auguat: 11-
13. TbJa vaa attended by repreaetlt&t:i.vea of all agaciu concerned to 
discuss .r.he acientif ic ana.l.yse. and rac:Oill:lliendationa. 

In brief. th• June 1975 analysia baa shOVll that. parts of the 1dand of 
Bikini are acill conta.minateJ and in ce:rt&in upecta p_ara.!_~el.9 radio
logical condition.9 exi.sting on EAgebi Ial.md ill the Enewecak. Atoll. 
For Engebi, the official U.S. decision vaa that the ialalld vaa 
potentially too dangeroua to permit residea.ce there. Accordingly, th~ 
Enewetak hsettl-.nt Project escladu 111.pbi u a hahitatiaD pl&ca. 

A basic question aov arises u to vb.at •hould be done vith respect to 
Bikini :Ialaud vb.re aoae 40 houai.Dg unita aAd one cocmunity building 
have been cocapleted for tha people of Bikini. Sov:.e 150 Bikiniana are 
vaitin& on Kili planning to move to Bik..ini Ialand ill September. Thia 
would be the firse official contingent of the approximately 700 former 
Biki.nians vho have indicated they vi.ah to return to !ikini ~all. 
Additionally, there are so~ 70 Bikinis.na already residing on B1kini 
Ialand. These barTe drifted back 011 their OWi! during the paat two 7aara. 

Background 

Bikini Atoll was surveyed and analyzed by the Atomic Energy Commisaiou 
during the 1964-67 period. In 1968, Bilc1ni and Eniu Ial&lld.a Y&ra 
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ciec:Lared. "1afa• _. Ni tabla for r•MCtl-t. llAce tac perS... 
t .. Ci.q aacl ualpia tKlmiC\V.U ba'Ye b.- YU&l.7 iaprft'ecl. ?ha ..... '_., 
currmit techniq11u uaed 1a 1a .... cak AUU wara appl1e4 1a tba Jw 
1975 wrv., of •ttiJU Ialcld ud 1ai11 I•lacl. The aalyaia raT-.U 
tbat lii1Ai 181.aDd hu eoll81.4erabla n.diatioa 1rna1a ia tbe tatart.or 
portiou whicla 1a &bo'Y• the accept.abla ll&facy •tanderu. ltAal 
aaaly•ia of other faetora, particul.arlr lana -tar. la ~tad oa17 
to md•r•cora the potm1tial dan&er• of liYia& 1D eeruiA pana of 
lik11l1 bl.and. 

ID c.ontraat:, the ialan.d of 111.iu, H9A four .u- to cha .outh of 
liltizU Ialand, claUaJ.tal.7 ia •uta• 117 all th• new tuctA& -ttwcl• 
Gld &Dalyau. lildni Iai.ad r-.:H1-nd ·MaTY fallost froa t1la 1954 
•J1AVO" tut• vhar ... laiu lalaDd kill& 8Cma fcnar w1lu co the 9CNth 
.,.. outaic!• the f•llowt corn..lAr. 

EID.l, r..U.iq thac tha TrPl M•1aiKratioD baa kilt 40 bouaiq 
Ullita ad one cc mity "11.diq Oil ltJWai X.1-d, ilacluded r~
Uoa.8 which VO.U permit cha ta.M ef hot1•tn1 facilitiu pructly eura 
aDd yet kup the tartarnal. ad illtanal ~. utimatu rithia ~· 
lim.iU. Thea• rec.o S11datiou ·require that Gerta.iD r~ial acd.ou M · 
t&keD ad prohibition.a be ..u'liahada 

1. aoil raaon.l lmd placmmit of •laaa coral srn•l arOUDd tha 
bouain& Ullica; 

2. · ao -. of 11Jdni X.l.anA. around or "lcw" water for clr:iD.k:t:q or 
cook.ins purpoau; 

3. ao puaduua or 1-rudfruit lt'OWD. Oil Jikilli t.im.d to ~- MC81l; -

·4. ao mora bowliD& cit• to be Ril~ Oil the !al.and; ad 

5. all c~ity lndlih.p, part1cularl7 the Mhool facilitid, to 
be OD ln.111 !81.a=d. 

A deciaion aaed• to lae takaa at once os tba eptiou• open 

l. 
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~ cl .... ~·-~ 
v •J ._,. '--' 

Shov.l.c! tba l>eparn.mt of th.a Interior accept the Dil.J. recoe-rda- . 
tiola that preaeot facilitiu Oii 11Jdn.1 lal.ad be uaed m:adar yuy 
specific ngulatiou ad prohibitiou. t'b1.a would aclmovleda• • 
ri.ak factor. · 

Should a c!~i.aioa k .. da to eanceatrata all bou•iq facilit:ie• an.& 
commmit:y f aeilitiu on llliu t.laAd. 
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A roush utimace of &cmacriaccioa coau for cha •tir• liTin& eompla '~: ~- - -:. ·.· .. 
Oil Enia Ialal:ul 1a abouc $3.a .. nuaa. nu VIDtllA .. c iDcl.ad• •jor. -... :. ·-

. repair 110't'k • the clock thue or oa t.ba aal1 airfteU. · · · . .:: ·. ·- · · ·..:: ~ .:_ ---~ .. _. 
. ; .. .. ..... ~ _,,,,,. -~ ... _·~-~·-·~ .. ~.~"':;.. -.. -·· 

At a wfn1man, th.a, ~onatructiq a ~late rill.a&• dllpla~·-··ID:ia ~·'.r· ... :;~ :~~·: 
I•.1.ud wulcl nm co approxt.&ce.17 t4 wtll •on.. .l s,.,.i•I lappl• natal ~ • .> .. ~ . 

. of approximately $3 .u' iOD waul.d. be r...Ueci to ea.place tlMt Jflg1&f - . -~ ·_:( .. - :.,:::· · 
a....ctlmMRC Pr~t. . '_ .. _ .. .. ~ . ·.. . . - · - ·• ; · -A<·,.·,.·:'": ~ •. :. 

• -·~--- 4~ - - - • - -: ... ' - ·-.· -- _·· • :--.::-~ ... -~ .. .:~ -. -~ 

You aa7 viah to call en 1-ediate ... ciq ot dw Wuhi:qcoa Iacar- ... ~·:: .:.-~\~-:~'.· 
A&ccy 1roup to tluc:uea tbia pra'bl-. OSD concurs that a high-levt!:l ... _:. :.... 
meeting should be held on this matter in the very near future• ,,· - .... · · ; ~. ~ ·~ .. ·· · 
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Memorandum 

To 

From 

Subject 

c 0 p y 

Distad Marshalls 

Distad Rep Bikini 

CONRRMEb TO BE lJNl"t Aeft&-

AUTHt>RITY OOE/SA-21> ~t:U 
BYD. R. ~-Ii> qa.L '1-bb - 7 

13 June 70 

My comments on the accompanying report on the M-boats 
~t Bikini Atoll. 

Since I arrived on Bikini over six months are the·M-~oats have been one of 
my bicgest problems. One of the three has never run in all of this time. 
The other two have run sporadically. Most of the observations made by Hr. 
Kirk I can personally verify. Having spent over six months with these 
M-boats I can relate many instanc~s that back up his conclusions. 

There have been times when we have tLied to move one of the inoperative 
M-boats by tying one of the running M-boats to it and using the po~!r from 
this one to move both of them, and have one or both of the engines on the 
running boat cut out and fail to restart (the batteries soon go dead upon 
repeated attempts). In one instance we ncnrly were blown out to sea before 
we managed to get one of the other engines running and move back to the dock. 
-- When the two running boats are docking and the engines are changed from 
ahead to astern one of the engines frequently fails. 

The ramps on the boats frequently do not operate and off-loading of many itc: 
especially heavy equipment, is impossible. -- The ra!llps have been down 
numerous tim~s and the winches have been unable to lift them, and in two cns( 
the ramps fell into the water and could not be raised without special 
assistance. 

The latest instance of repeated malf~nctioning of these M-boats occurred 
during the pnst three weeks. The Atomic Energy Corr.mission ch~rtcred on~ of 
the bo.:its for their use in conducting their work on various islands on the 
atoll. In three weeks the ~1-~ont was used only five hours due to sundry 
mechanical problems. They used our Boston Hhaler instead of the 11-boat. 

All-of these defects and problems require at lenst the services of one full 
time marine engineer. We have not had a q~lified marine engineer on Bikini 
for over four months and the man we had originally was ovcrworl~cd to the 
point of not being able to even keep up with the problems as they occurred, 
let alone get ahead of them. Needless to say, the problems we have had with 
the M-boats have slowed the- rehabilitation progrnm down. And now that we 
are starting to work on the island of Bikini we need a M-boat operating every 
work day. And the safety factor, which is foremost, has not evcn'been 
mentioned. ' 
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This project requires one well equiped U-boat in good running condition all 
of th~ time •nd one full time, qualified marine engineer to maintain and 
oper;t'e the :'oat. We have neither. I will not be responsible for accidents 
resulting in darnae;e to or loss of equipment and/or injury to or loss of 
life, that result from the malfunction or improper operation of the M-boats. 

I request that you initiate action in all possible haste to obtain for us a 
safely running M-boat and a qualified marine engineer. Please advise rne of 
your action as soon as possible. 

cc Deputy Hicorn, Coleman 
Chief Com Dev, Saipan 
CDA, Marshalls 
Distad, Mars halls 
Dr. E. E. Held, AEC Party 

/s/ Lewis Glenn 

Lewis Glenn 
Distad Rep Bikini 
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