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Dcar Mr. Scercelary: : “fo A? :

The Scerciary of the Interior bas reported fo me that 2 rpesic
nalysis of radiolegicel levels of Bikini Atoll hias resulled

i -« t{he conclusion Lot the major islands of the atoll ere no ’

] - . for humian habitotion,  The Defense Department has 2lso ¢

e

. o cluded thai sceurity requirerncents 2re such that {he refvrn o2
* _the former Pikini people to their tragditional hoine can be
] , * - accommodaied, - . . -
’ " The rciura of these pcoplc cannot, Towe ver, be accomplich-

overnight. Therce remains the major {ask of workin

. . Bikini leadership in p“'n ding the return, of removin

>:

i : remainiag sourccs of r‘.(_-lo sgical contamination,' o
S I © the land ;:.y;(‘. of y¢ danting it {o erops which will susi
: -+, iife @nd which will provide @& source of income, \’;.\*' Yo
40 7 end new eommutity facilitics must be built with the active

- e * pariicipation of the yeturning pecople.. These fasks » cc-;u:- c
‘resources beyond the mceans of the foriner Rikini people vl
_ -of the Trust Territory Government. I, thercfore, requesi

o

- . T = s you to work with the Secretary of the Interior and the Hi;
.. .} .. < - Commissioner of the Trust Territory in planning 2 con nprre-
’°‘_‘" R .. hcn.,n'c rescitlement program and to ass:\st Chen'x in ca I
i S .0 - it out with all possﬂ)le dispna tc,h.. ST s . S )
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.- - - Honorable Clark M. Clifford
] F . Scerclary of Defense e
157 .. Washingion, D. C. 20301
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THIZ SCCRETARY OfF DIIFENSE
WALHINGTON, D.C. 20T

Ky 20 W%

Honorable Kent Frizzell
Acting Sccretary of the Interior
Washington, D, C., 20240

Dear Mr, Secretary:

This is in response to Secretary Morton's letter of March 7, 1975,
requesting logistic support for the conduct of an additional radiological
survey of Bikini Atoll and other islands that received fallout from U, S,
nuclear weapous testing. -

The assets required to support the survey had been tentatively identified,

at a reimbursable cost of $609, 000, Members of your staff have advised,
however, that the Department of Interior has no funds for reimbursemenst,
therefore, we are unable to provide the requested support at this time,

We may be able to consider providing similar support at such time as you

have funds available. However, since operational schedules are established
well in advance, it is suggested that your requiremsants be made known suf-
ficiently ahead of the desired implcmentation time in ordar to allow orderly

pla.nmng and scheduling.

V oo .

Deputy

5005186




