- Pt am ke Voot SR o W e w N e

-

L T R N

wehln e

[P A PR INE P NPT HEPTIRE v S

IRTITRATIN W DGR SRS LG VERPRTIE YRR WPR B S e M
s

4" | 40067,
/ “ ‘{\ PROPOSED NLVG RELEASE O BIXINI RUSTORATION

‘on and cquipment will laud on Bikind Atoll this montih, bochminv a
nojor projoot by the U, 6, Govorniaout to routore the ntoll to a hnbit=-
able condition for Bikininns vho wish to rotura to tho mid-lacifilc

. Island,

Dopurtmon£ of Dufonso and thb Atomic Encrgy Conmigsion (Anb) havo
Joincd Dapartinont of the Intorior in tho projo;t. Tho Bikinians wore
rocottlcd from t;c atoll baforo tho U, S, nuoloar tostinz program bezan
thoro como 20 yoars ago., Now tlioy want, to roturn-;nd tho three govorn=
rcental azencies havo been fﬁ%%gg;‘ kocutiva Order to acsist. Dapartmoht
of Deiensa will Temove radioactivjﬁ hazards arnd dspris, the ALC will ﬁ,u,

Alkcﬁ&iDLJDQ44>CL£; aqﬂggg
zg;ﬁ?:;;uine—tha dioYosivai~hemmi-rom and Departmont of. the
Interior will seo to tho actual relocation and resettlement of the
Bikinians,

Yice Admiral L. U, llustin, Direcfor of tho Dofense Atomic Support
Agency (DASA), has boen nnmod'projoot monager by the Departmont of
betcnse.' Most of tho men and equipiaont ?111 be provided by lajor
General E, Y, deSausswe, Jr,, who comnapds DASA's Joint Task Forco 8,
Air Forco Coloncl John W, Rawlinzs, Jr., will be in dircct comzand of
the restoration force on tho Atoll, o | |

Initial o}fo:t‘ot the project will bo to cloan.up the islards of

Bikin{ and Enyu, both in tho woutheast part of the atbll. The atoll

itsolf conaists of a chain of large and small coral 1slands'aurrounﬂing
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K ' PROPOSED NL".k’S RILTASE OF BIKINI RESTORATION (CONT'D)

an obloag 1dgz0on vwhich moasures about 10 by 23 miles. Dikini Island hos

- &n area ol about two-square miles; Enyu is sl:l."htly snaller, - I e g
| : c'stimated (Jerd iug 1S

k The Bep..rtnent of Intcerior(los—satd-the _J about 550 peonle have ‘eskel

, Wmmm. Of theso, soxze 350 presently live on the

island of£ 3311 in th farshall Islands, The resattlement is

. cxpacted to be gradual as Bikini's capability to support its people is

j 'develo':»ed. ; )

Joint ¥ask Force B has determined that tho Bikint airstrip must

receive !txst attention so that it can bz used to support the restoration

offort, !lm £irst men and oquipment achore this month will, after estabe

lishing theﬁh rudimapta.ry czmp, and bezinning work on tho airstrip, take

the tirstu;p?ociso steps toward mapping tho restoration job,-
Huga-;;h;nkcra of reinforced concrete, various bodly ru;ed steel

tovors and ®angles of cables and girders must bo located, “moved to the

beach and.corried away, Proliminary survey indicates six months may b2

PO

needed foz Rho Job, but a nmore comprehensive on-5ite study will provide

more accwrate tinme and cost estimates,
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QUESTIONS AND AKSWERS FOR BIKINI RESTORATION PROJECT

W11l similar projects bo undertakon in bohnlf of othor displacod
natives, the Eniwectokians, for instance?
This projoct 15 limited to Bikini, I have no information on other

projeots,

will you'aalvaga the shipas sunk in the Bikini laZzoon?
This project is limited to rostoration of the land part of the atoll

and do2s not includo underwater salvagoe operations,

Is the Defense Department going to rocettle all the natives at once?
The Dofense Dzpartrent won't be resettling any natives, This'project
is boing undortaken by threo governmoﬁt nzencieer bepartmenf of the
Interior, Dopariment of Defensd and the Atomic Enorgy Costaission, |
Restoration of the islonds falls within tho DOD purvié.w with AEC
ascortaining that radioactive hazards have beon elimi;ﬁ;éh. At this
point, DOD will be out of the projoct and Department of the Interio?
will urdortake the actual resettlement, ARC will coatinue various?

monitoring activities,

Will any Bikioians bo hired to work on tho projoct?
Yes, Bikinians will be recruited. They will, however, noi be

czployed in handling any -contaminated screap,
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QUESTIONS AN ANGWARS FOR BIKINI RESTOMTION PROJICT (CONT'D)

Q. \?0;1‘1: tho work force Lo exposcd to dan;:erous radioactivity?

A. Ho; Radioactivity levols will b2 congstantly and carofully monitored

and tho hsndling and removal of contaminated scrap will be so con-

dacted that radiological exposure of personnol will bo within tho

standards for workors cstablished by the Federal Radiation Council,

Q. Mkon and equipmcnt havo boon moved from Johnston Island to work on

Bfkini, Aren't they part of the nation's readincss-to-tost prozran?

A, Tho Bikini cloan-up will pot bo permitted to impair our reasdincss

posturo, I we aro dirccted to resume testing, the men and oquipment

a1l bo withdrawn from Bikini promptly. Not only will thero bs mo

fﬁ;spairmsnt of readiness, but wo cxpsct to gain valuable exporionce in

*’i'g‘;o Dikini operation and to exerciso moen and cquipment,

e
Ram

-~ _‘.o [ ]
.

Q. 'Bow rmuch will this cleznup cost?

A. I can only givo you the immediate budget picture.

~<=Beiouss—sumi~the Atonic Enexrgy Comuigsion g:re providing $300,0C00 ecach

DapTriTont—of »
hes e srimated o FH7e/cos? T e nc’fz‘:«u/

\ 4

from IY 65 funds, Depariment of the Interior is budgeting $700,000

S | /
E oo oSty g
gir i inc B~ bar 5, pnc)

3005212

Pz
/W@

-2




