
. BSHfiiEi litf ti: 6 
~SSIS~NT SECRHARY OF DEFENSE . 

400807 

· WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20301 '. 

In reply refer to: 
1 .. s10/ 69 

28JAN·1969 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

SUBJECT: Bikini Atoll, DOD Support for Clearing Operation 

hhc President, on lZ August 1968, requeste~ both th~ Chairman, Atomic 
:Energy Commission, and the Secretary of Defense to work with the 
1Sccrctary of the Interior and the High Commissioner of the Trust Terri­
tory in planning a comprehensive resettlement program for Bikini Atoll 
and to assist the1n in carrying it out. ,. 

Subsequently, the Department of the Intedor requested the Atomic 
Energy Co1rn11ission (AEC) and the Department of Defense (DOD) to 
jointly undertake the task, commencing in FY 1969, of removing vegeta­
tive overgrowth, debris, and structures or :materials residual !rorn 
the use of the Atoll for atomic testing which could pose radiation or 
accident hazards to the population or interfere with their reasonable 
use of lhc land. The Department of the Interior has agreed to the above 
delineation of the task; however, certain decisions as to the re1noval of 
noncontaminated structures and foliage remain unresolved at this tiine. - -
Interior also requested the AEC and DOD to fund the cleanup costs that 
would be incurred in FY 1969, assuming commencement of work in the 
current fiscal year. Interior advised that it had requested an appropria­
tion by CongrP.ss for the balance of funds needed to complete the cleanup 
task in FY 1970 and to pay for airlift; upon receipt, these funds will be 
made available to AEC/DOD or their designated agent for this project. 
Neither DOD nor AEC have budgeted any funds for this purpose in 
FY 1970. The Atoll, under DOD jurisdiction in accordance with an -
existing Use and Occupancy Agreement with the High Commissioner of 
the Trust Territory, ~as not yet been formaily released to the Trust 
Territory Governnient. 

. . , 

The Secretary of Defense has authorized the obligation of rtot in excess 
of $300 thousand from the FY 1969 DOD Contingenc.y Fund to cover the 
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~K).i) ~!1:>.Tc c1f FY 1169 cl.cnmt;' coHi~. o.nrl th~ AEC will p:·cvi(le a lib:! 
;;.-.;'Ju:-:.:. It b nritici ~-:.\\.to:d lh:-;t I.he DOD share will be tun1cc! ever to 
t!1.:: .\~:c ln tt1t: n1.1 ur !·~t .. \rf.t ~10'1.··evor, \mtil Llii.'i hAC hr:cn c!on~~. !'}Q:J 
fundr. ,.,.lll not b::: a'<r·:.dbblc !or U:!e. 

Yc1J. ~re rc:r:u~ ~·Led to dt=~ign:-ito the Director. Dufon~c Aloi."!UC Sup:--ol'~ 
/.g;.:acy (D.\SA) t1.t1 the !:·OJ) :r-rojcct ],fan:'l.ger tor art,.d::Ung, D-!i nut.ho1·1~c<l, 
11, the Bikini ckan·.J;1. Darl'cd on in!or•r1al cUs<;ut:dona and un<le1~:iJlar.tlin4JS1 
''•ith cor.accrn~u diiccs n.Dd ng·~ncicc oi the ~ov~rrimen~, the, following 
CUi~~l~CO pe;:t~in!:I to lhi:;· a!:Jdgnment: 

n. The Project l-.~n:igcr (DAS:\) "\t:i l 
./>.tor:1ic r:ncrzy Cornr:lil'.l::;io.il, nnd thi.: Sec:r b1· 
:1li«hi•i~~ ~hh :·i-oj~ct. Atltlili"n:il con'.titlcrnt on' '1-hic:h or~ to govern. 
t:1~ cc.1nduct u! th~~ l;roj.::c:t ~ntl re)Mlon!\ with tho A.!..~C a.re ccintaincd in. 
th~ a~~jch:":1c-n~. All h1plcm~~ntinz •'-t~i·e.:-;-:'\~nt £Jhoulcl n~ n~gotfatcd 
p·o;""l,~~'iy ~:Ct\'. .::en DI.St~ 1mrl the A~C b~e~·d on c:d::tir.G ci:.:-gnni:~'1.ticn.al 
1·.::1.1.~i • .;:-..·;hi:--.; arvJ u::c 0£ civili:i.~\ contr~ct ::?u~port. Thin agrec::."'lt:nt 
:-thoald be cc:J:-c.linat,?c with rny office pi-ior to t!lgning. 

b, Ti-.~ Project }.;anagcr i!• '1.uthorizcct to concluct cJirect liilbon 
v:ll~ Lh'.: l~EC, th~ Tra~t Territory Gcavcrnment, the Departni~nt of the 
IntL;rlo1·, tl:.c niilHary L~crvkc3, and. oU~cr c:~nce1·ned office~ nnd n~cncies 
of th!! r;ov~rnrneut, keeping m7 oflic~ Wcrrncd a.s apr1ror.riate. 

c. !'olicy rnnttci·e .falling out:.iirlc the rremi\JC! contnined in this 
mcr.•o;-an:lu:-n :-.ntl its aU~chment ·will 'b~ rcforred to my office for 
11ccidon. 
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