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T:-it: p·~;,pos:: OF' THIS :i.iiJX IS TO INF'ORM YO'J OF' A POSSIBLE PROBLEM 
!.. 

~~IC~ ~~s CCM~ TO LI~~r AS A RESULT OF' TH~ 1959 RADIOLOGICAL SA~PLING 
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P?1JG?-:~'.( ~T ~H:I~\I ~.fLl.L. n:o SOIL SAMPLES OBTAINED ON BIKINI ISL~-~'_·--·._~_:-.,.:_~ t'! 
CO~lTAiiJE:::. ~20UT 132 HCOCU:UES PC:n GRAM OF PLUTONIUM 239. l 1~ : 

THH CO~!CE:~:TR~TICN I'S MO;tE THAN A FACTOR OF TEN HIGHER THAN WAS -·-,_T -td_:j 
RC:PO~TED IN SIMILAR SAMPLES OBTAINED IN 1964 AND HAVE CAUSED SOM~-~ ....... :.· ·--

CONCERI·: AMONG DOS PEi?SON"E:L. THEIR CONCERN ARISES PRIMARILY l'ROM 

THE FACT TH4T LO~ER CONCENTRATIONS OF PU IN OTHER AREAS HAVE CAUSED 
"( 
~· 

POLITICAL P?.08L2MS EV~N THOUGH THERE WAS NO SAFETY PROBLEM 

INDICATED. ALSO THEY ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE APARENT INCONSISTENCY 

OF THE SAMPLES. PARA 

Al'TER DISCUSSIONS ~ITH DOS PE~SONNEL, THIS OFFICE HAS INITIATED 

PROC~D~RES FOR VE~IFlCATION OF THESE 
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SAMPL~S 03TAl~E~ CN BIKINI ISLET IN 1967 BUT NOT ANALYZ~D FOR 

?L'JTONillM AR:: CU:=IR::NTLY 3EING ANALYZED BY BOTH THE USPHS SHWRL AND 

TH~ ~NIVER5ITY OF WASHI~GTON. ALSO, TWO SAMPL::S OSTAIS~D ON ENEU 

ISLET ARE BEING ANALYZED FOR PLUTO~IUM. PARA 

DEP~NDIN$ UPON THE RESULTS OF THESE ANALYSES ANO FURTHER DIRECTION 

F~0.1 DCS AND DBM, WE HAVE: FORMULATED TENTATIVE PLANS TO OBTAIN THE 

NECESSAqY INFORMATION FOR AN ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION. IF SO 

CIRECTED, WE PROPOSE TO INITIATE THE FOLLOWING RESAMPLING AND 

MO~ITO~l~S PROGRAM ON Bl~INI AND EHEU THROUnH USPHS S~RHL AND 

~~IVZ~SITY OF ~~SHINGTON: 

A. OPERATE 6 TO 8 Aiq SAMPL~RS ON BI1<INI AND 2 TO 3 AIR SAMPLERS 

3. 03TAlt\ .~PP~CXIMATELY 3~ ADDITIONAL SOIL 5AM?LES ON ::ACH ISLET. 

THE Alq S4MPL~~3 ~ILL S~ OPERAT~C CONTINUOUSLY FOR A 10-DAY PERIOD 

.. 'ITH F'ILTE:'::tS CH~NGES ONCC: EVE.'~Y 24 HOURS. 

.!:iLL SOIL 3Ari1PLC:S IJ.'ILL 3E: TAKE:~ T0 A DEPTH OF ONE INCH, EXCEPT THREE 

SITES ~HICH ~ILL 3E SAMPLED TO A DEPTH OF THREE INCHES BY HALF-INCH 

!NC~E~E~TS. AD~ITIONAL SOIL SAMPLES TO aE USED FO~ COMPARATIVE 

PU~POS~S M~Y SE OBTAINED FROM RONGELAP, ENIWETOK AND JOHNSTON ISLAND. 

30TY L;iBOR.~TO~IE:S HAVS INDICATED THAT F'Y 70 FUNDS CAN SE REDIRECTED IF 
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~E:~SSARY TO cov~q COST EXCLUSIVE OF TRA~SPORTATION ~EST OF HONOLUL~ 

~~J L03T3TIC SUPPO~T AT 2IKINI. THE POSSISILITY OF CHARTERING A 

I~~ST T2~RITORIES' VESSEL FOR TRA~SPORTATION OF PERSONNEL AND 

EiuIPM£~T e~TW~EN ~WAJALEIN AND BIKINI IS BEING INVESTIGATED. 

P~~LIM!NARY ESTIMATES INDICATE THIS COST WOULD 3E ABOUT $5,00~, IF 

T~~ EFr~~r COULD BE COORDINATEC WITH TH~ NORMAL SCHEDULE OF THE 

v:::ss::L. -~:;-:;::: DETAILE!) I~JF'ORl"!.~TIN! ON SUPPORT COSTS AS :.vELL AS 

L~T~R~At~ T~~~SPORTATION A~D SUPPORT METHODS ARE BEING INVESTIGATED 

3Y T~IS OFFICE I~ TH:: iV::NT THAT ~E ARE DIRECTED TO INITIATE THE 
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