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GF THIS TwX IS TC INFORM YOJ OF A POSSIBLE PROBLEM

JHICH HAS COMT TO LIGHT

>

S A RESULT OF THZ 1985 RADIOLOGICAL SANPLING
PROGXAY AT ZIXINI AILLL. TWwO SOIL SAMPLES OBTAINEZD ON BIXINI ISLET
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CONTAINED ABOUT 132 PICOCURIES PER GRAM OF PLUTONIUM 239, CE
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THAT CONCENTRATICH I: MORE THAN A FACTOR OF TEN HIGHER THAN WAS " _ '

REPORTED IN SIMILAR SAMPLES OBTAINED IN 1964 AND HAVE CAUSED SOMQI'M--

CONCERIK AMONG DOS PEZRSONNEL. THEIR CONCERN ARISES PRIMARILY FROM

THE FeCT THAT LOWER CONCENTRATIONS OF PU IN OTHER AREAS HAVE CAUSED ‘A
POLITICAL PROBLEZMS EVEN THOUGH THERE WAS NO SAFETY PROBLEM | "‘ .».
INDICATED. ALSO THEY ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE APARENT INCONSISTENCY

OF THE SAMPLES. PARA A/mﬁ

AFTER DISCUSSICHS WITH DCS PERSONMNEL, THIS OFFICz HAS INITIATED Iltto : ~‘&

PROCIDURES FOR VL.\IFICATION OF THESE DATA. FOUR ADDITIONAL SOIL . &
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SAMPLES 02TAINET CN 2IKINI ISLIT IN 1967 BUT NOT ANALYZZD FOR
PLUTONIUM ARZ CUIRENTLY 3EING ANALYZED BY BOTH THE USPHS SHWRL AND
THZ UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON. ALSO, TWO SAMPLES OSTAINED ON ENEU
ISLET ARE BEING ANALYZED FOR PLUTONIUM. PARA '

EPZNDING UPON THE RESULTS OF THESE ANALYSES AND FURTHER DIRECTION
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F: AND DBM, WE HAVZ FORMULATED TENTATIVE PLANS TO OBTAIN THE
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NECESSARY INFORMATION FOR AN ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION. IF SO
CIRZCTEZD, WE PRCPOSE TO INITIATE TH: FOLLOWING RESAMPLING AND
MOXITCRING PROGRAM ON BIXKINI AND EHEY THROUGH USPHS SWRHL AND
UNIVZRSITY OF WASHINGTON:

4., CPzRATZ 6 TO 8 AIR SAMPLEZRS ON BIKINI AND 2 TO 5 AIR SAMPLERS

3. 02TAIK APPRCXIMATELY 32 aDDITIONAL SOIL SAMPLES ON zACH ISLET.
THE AIS SaMPLeas WILL =Z OPERATZD CONTINUOUSLY FOR A 18-DAY PERIOD
JITH FILT?RS CHANGZS ONCEZ EVERY 24 HOURS.
4LL SOIL 3AMPLzS WILL 32 TAXEWN TO A DEPTH OF ONE INCH, EXCEPT THREE

SITES WHICH WwILL 3E SAMPLED TO A DEPTH OF THREE INCHES BY HALF-INCH
INCREMENTS, ADDITIONAL SOIL SaMPLZS TO 3E USED FOX COMPARATIVE
PURPOSZS MAY SE OBTAINED FRCM RONGELAP, ENIWETOK AND JOHNSTON ISLAND.
Z0TH LABORATORIZS HAVE IWDICATED THAT FY 79 FUNDS CAN BE REDIRECTED IF
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NEC?SSA?Y TO COVZIZ C0ST EXCLUSIVE OF TRANSPORTATICN WEST OF HOWOLULU
AND LOSTETIC SUPPORT AT 2IKINI. THE POSSISILITY OF CHARTERING A
TRUST TZRRITORIES® VESSEL FOR TRAKSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL AND

M

~UIPMZAT BEZTWZZN ¥XWAJALEIN AND BIKINI IS BEING INVESTIGATED.
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PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES INDICATE THIS COST wWOULD 3t ABOUT $5,062, IF
THE ZFFGAT COULD BE COORDINATEC WITH THEZ NORMAL SCHEDULE OF THE
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Le ©M23Z DETAILED INFORMATION ON SUPPORT COSTS AS WELL AS
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LATZRNATZ TRANSPOSTATICN AND SUPPORT METHODS ARE BEING INVESTIGATED
Y THIS OFFICE IN THZ £VZNT THAT WE ARE DIRECTED TO INITIATE THE
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