
FIFfH CO;.!GRESS OF ~!ICRO:lESIA Public Law 5-52 

FIRST REGULAR SESSIO~, 1973 (S.13. 89; S.D.l) 

A~ ACT 

To provide for certain care and benefits to the people of Rongelap 
and Utirik Atolls exposed to the 1'iard1 l, 1954, 11-l"lmb fallout; to 
provide for care and benefits to certain other people from Rongelap 
and llti rik, and for other purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF ~IICRO\TESIA: 

1 Section 1. Short title. This act is known and may be cited 

2 as the Trust Territory f'allout Survivors /\ct. 

3 Section 2. Statement of intent. /\s a result of the '-~arch 1, 

4 195 4, "Bravo" shot of the Cast le Test Seri es conducted by Joint 

5 Task Force Seven at Bikini /\toll, 82 Rongelapese, 15 7 Utirikese, 

6 23 Japanese fishermen, and 28 American servicemen were exposed 

7 to radioactive fallout 'which contaminated their places of 

8 habitation. lt is thus the sense of the Congress of ~licronesia 

9 that the exposed Rongelapese and !Jtirikese represent unique 

10 groups of people in the Trust_ Territory because of their experience. 

11 It is the further sense of the Conr,ress that because of the special 

40 l. 0€39 

12 and unique effects of radiation which, in the case of the Rongelapesc, 

13 have . been manifested in cases of thyroid nodules, thyroid can ccr, one 

14 possible case of leukemia, and other effects -- that these people 

15 should be accorded special care and treatment by the Trust 

16 Territory Government in order to preserve and protect their health. 

17 Finally, it is also the sense of the Congress, that examination 

18 of these exposed people requires the examination of nonexposed 

19 persons; that the health of these nonexposed persons must be 

· 20 maintained at the same level as those exposed; and that these 

21 nonexposed persons as provided for in this act should also be 

22 entitled to the same care and benefits as exposed persons. 
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Section 3. Defini.tions. In this act, tmless the context 

othen1ise requires, the following definitions sh:ill apply: 

(l) "Exposed person" means any ~licronesian citizen 

4 \\'ho was on Rongelap Atoll, J\ilin.~inae Atoll, or Utirik .'\toll on 

5 ~·!arch 1, 19S4, or who was born within ten months after thnt date. 

G (2) ''Descendents of exposed persons" means children 

7 1~hose mother or father was an exposed person. 

8 (3) "Control" means those persons ncM living in the 

9 ~larshall Islands District who were not exposed to fallout from 

10 the ~larch 1, 1954, test, but who agree as hereinafter provided 

11 in this act, to be examined and tested in like manner as exposed 

12 persons. 

13 Section 4. Benefits. 111e care and benefits provided by 

14 the Trust Territory for the exposed persons, descendants of 

15 exposed persons, and control persons shall be: 

16 (l) Transportation from their pbce of residence to 

17 the hospital on ),!ajuro, or Ebeye when that facility is completed, 

18 and return to their place of residence. Transportation for one 

19 immediate member of the family of the person Hill also be provided 

20 at no expense. 

21 (2) Per diem at .standard Trust Territory rates wi 11 be 

22 provided to the !lerson requesting examination and :i.lso to the one 

23 person allm1ed to accompany him. TI1e office of the District Director 

24 of Health Services shall be responsible for assisting such ocrsons 

25 in securing their proper per diem. 

008llbl 

! . ,:­
i 
i , .. 

! . 



P.L. 5-52 

(3) !lousing at no cost to such persons shall be 

provided hy the ~larshall Islands District l.ovcrncicnt when such 

3 persons are in ~lajuro or Ebcyc for examination or treatment; 

PROVIDED, HOl¥EVER, that this Section shall not be construed 

5 to require such persons to live in government housing should 

6 they choose to ma.kc their own housing arrangements. 

7 (4) Free medical care including medication, treatment, 

8 and hospitalization shall be accorded to such persons. 

Section 5. Record of expenses. The District Director of 

10 Health Services and the District Director of Finance shall be 

l] responsible for maintainini:; records of all expenses incurred 

12 under the provisions of this act and the District Director of 

13 !lealth Services shall provitle a quarterly report of the expenses 

14 to the Office of the lligh Commissioner, the ('ffice of the Legislative 

15 Counse 1 of the Congress of 'ficronesi a, and to the Di rector of the 

16 Department of llealth Services of the Trust Territory. The ;:umual 

17 expenses incurred l.Il1der the provisions of t~is act shall be defrayed 

18 as proviJed for in Section 10 of this act. 

19 Section 6. Procedures. The persons mentioned in Section 3 

20 of this act shall initiate their request for transportation to a 

21 hospital facility with the health aide or other representative of 

22 the Trust Territory Department of llcalth Services. If a ficlJ 

23 trip vessel is at the island, the health aide, if he believes the 

24 request is valid, shall so advise the doctor aboard or the riaster 

25 of the ship in lieu of a doctor. If the health aide is not on the 
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1 island, the person should ask' the magistrate, COWlcil member, 

2 school teacher or other recognized commWlity leader to act 

3 in his behalf. This Section shall not be construed to allow 

4 persons the aforesaid benefits if the ailment or complaint 

5 · could have been. treated at the person's place of residence, 

6 by the health personnel available. It should further not be 

7 construed to require the rerouting of ships or planes for 

8 minor ailments or complaints which can be treated on the 

9 island; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that an exposed, descendant of 

10 an exposed, or a control person who has a serious and acute 

11 complaint, illness, or accident shall be transported in a like 

12 manner as any other emergency patient. 
.·• 

13 Section 7. Handbook. The Department of Health Services, 

14 the District Office of Health Services and the Special Joint ,. ... 

15 Committee Concerning Rongelap and Utirik Atolls, in conjtmction 

16 with the Brookhaven National Laboratory, shall cause to be 

17 created and reproduced a handbook to be given to exposed, 

18 descendants of exposed, and control persons. Said handbook 

19 shall contain, but not be limited to, the following information: ,. 

20 Exposed or nonexposed status, date of birth, sex, name and Brookhaven 

21 National Laboratory case number of the person. Space shall also be 

22 provided for a record of medical examinations and findings in the 

2 3 ~larshallese language. 
.. ,. 

24 Se ct ion 8. r: li gibili ty. Exposed persons and descendants of 

25 exp·osed persons are automatically eligible for the benefits provided 
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1 under this act, Control persons shall become eligible only upon •• 
2 signing a written agreement in both Marshallese and English 

3 which provides that said person will become eligible for the 

4 aforementi oncd benefits only if he or she agrees to act as a 

5 control person. The District Director of llealth Services shall 

6 be responsible for drafting said agreement in conjunction with 

7 .the Director of the Department of Health Services and Brookhaven 

8 National Laboratory. All persons who are transported to Majuro 

9 or Ebeye for examina~ion Wlder the provisions of this act shall 

10 sign a statement prior to leaving their home is land, agreeing to 

11 submit to a complete medical examination, which shall include, but 

12 not be limited to a blood test. 

13 Section 9, Enforcement. The Director of the ~arshall Islands 

14 District Health Services shall be nominally responsible for carrying 

15 out and enforcing the provisions of this act, b.ut may, at his 

16 discretion, confer with other district official.!!, the Department of 

17 llealth Services and the Special Joint Committee or the presiding 

18 officers of the Congress of ~cronesia. The District Director 

19 shall insure that th.ose eligible receive the full benefits provided 

20 under this act and shall insure that those p~rsons visiting the 

21 district center hospital, or other medical facility, are returned 

22 to their home island as soon as is appropriate to their condition, 

23 within the constraints of normal ship schedules. The District 

24 Director shall also include in his quarterly report any and all 

25 flagrant or continuous abuses or violations of the intent of t1.b act. 
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1 Continued abuse of the privileges and benefits of this act may 

2 result in temporary or permanent suspension of the offender 

3 from eligibility. A petition to suspend eligibility will be 

4 presented by the District fliTector of Health Services to the 

S Marshall Is lands de legation of the Congress of tlicron.esia. 

6 Decisions of the Marshall Islands delegation shall be final. 

7 Section 10. The Office of the High Commissioner is directed 

8 to seek an executive agreement with the Atomic Energy Commission 

9 whereby the expenses incurred i.mder the provisions of this act f.·. 
' 

10 will be defrayed either directly or on a reimbursable basis by 

11 the Atomic Energy Commission and report his findings to the •,., 
·: .. 

12 Congress of ~licronesia no later than thirty days after the 
:-·. 

13 effective date of this act. 

14 Section 11. Effective date. This act shall taJce effect upon 

15 the approval by the liigh Commissioner, or upon its becoming law 

16 with out such approval. 

--"'t(j..,..t.~J'-"l.'-'t=--f"'--_I_!_, 19 7 3 

riJ.(,/li-Z-. High Commissioner 
fl '/ Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands f. 
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