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PIFTH CONGRESS QOF MICRGHESIA ’ .

FIR3Y RLGULAR SESSICM, 1973

“ANACT ’
To provids fovr certain caro and benefits to the peoolo of Rongelan : .
zad Utlrlk Atolls cuposad to the Mavrch 1, 1954, H-Bomb fallour; to

provldc for car: and bensfits to cortauin othexr people Yrom Rongelep
and Uticlk, and for other purposcs,

BE YT CENACVED BY THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA:

1 ‘ Section 1. Short title. Tals ect is known and ray be cited

2 o5 the Trust Territory Fallout Survivors Act.

3 Saction 2. Statement of intent. As a rosult of tho ¥arch 1,

4 1954, "Brave' shot of the Cestlc Test Sexies ceoaducted by Joint
P l.‘

$- . Task Force Saven at Bikini Atoll, 582 Rongelanesze, 157 Utirtikese,

& 23 Japsnsse fishermen, and 28 Az crican servicecion wero CxXposed

7 to 1‘adloact1we faillout wvhich
FoeT L o vy . .

"8  habitation. It is thus the

e e v "
XN ' LR

9 that *he oxposed Rongelapese «nd Utirtikese represent wikguc

10 groups of poople in tho Trust Territoxy becanse of théir expericnce.
11 It is the further ssnso of theo Congress thzt because of the special
12 ond uniquo effccts of radlatica which, in the czse of the Rongclenese,

13 Lavs boen rznifested in cases of thyroid nodules, thyroid czneer, one

14 possible caso of leukexmia, snd other cffects -- that thesc people

n

should bo accordzd spacial care anid treatmsnt by the Trust
16  Territory Govorsment in ordsyr to proserve and protoct tuair health,
17 Pinzlly, it is elso tho sense of the Congress, that cxzmination

18 of those cxposed people requires the examinztica of nendiposed

12 persons; that the he2lth of theso nonexposod perysons must be *

a

thet these

20 nmainteincd ot the samy level as those oxvescd; and
21  nonoxposoed purscns es provided for .dn this act chould also be

22  cntitled to the sams ‘care zid bensfits 2s oxpoiod porsons.
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1 . Section 3. LDefinitions. TIn this act, wumlesc the contoxt

2 othorwlse requixes, tho following dofinitioas shall apply:

kA (1) “Exposcd persen'” means any Micronesian citizen
4 wio wus on Rongelnp Atoll, Alldngincs Atoll, or Utirik Atoll on
S Mareh 1, 1884, or vho was borm within ten reaths zfter that date,

6 (2) ‘“Deoscendents of exposed p2isons” means children

.7 vhoLsc mother or father vas an e:nosed person,

8 (3} Control"™ moans those persons wne living in the

- S farshall Islands Dlstrict who woere not expgsed to fallout froem
10  the March 1, 1954, tost, but who agzrso o5 horeinaiter provided
L1l in‘this act, to bs exawwned and tested in Iike nvamner oz exposed

12 persons,

o ) lS. ' Section 4. Beaefits. The care and bonoflts provided by _
.14 the Trust Territoery for the cimoscd porsons, descendents of I'
) 1S oxposed pcrscﬁs, 2ad control persens shall be: )
16 {1} Transportation frem tholr place of resideonco to
TL17  tho hqﬁpital oi Maj‘u_ro, or Ebeye when that fzcilit‘,{ i5 completed,
) " 18 ~and roturn to thelr placs of residence, Trzmsportatic.-'.‘. for oao
. 19" ipeadiato wosbor of tho faully of tho psrson will also Lo provided E
T 20 =zt no cxpeaso. : . 4 . - . .‘
:21 ' ) {2) Per diem st standsrd Trust Terwitory rates will to )

22 provided to the person xequostine exawmination znd zlso to the oad
23 persea allowed to accompeny him, Tho office of the Distxier Diractoer

24 of Haalth Sexvices shall bo rosponsibla for assisting such porsons

25  in sccuring thoir proper per dicu.
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1 {3) Houcing 2t no cost to suzh paricns shall bo

2 providzd by the Marshall Islands District Govemiment wicn such

S persons oro In Majuro or Lbeyo for cxaminatlen or treatsment;

4 . PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that this Scctica shall not bo constriucd

5 to roguirs sush porsous to live in geveriinent housing should

6 they choose to make their owa housing arraﬁg:ncnts, . .
7 (4¢) Fred madical caro inciuding medication, trostmsnt,

O gucit persons.

cr

8 and hospitalization shall bo accorded

. The Distxlct Dizcctor of

)

9 Soction 5. - Record of eciponse

10  Health Services and the District Dirzcctor of Finznce shzll be
11 responsidble for maintadning records of all expenses incurred
1" N

‘12, ‘under the provisions of this act cond ths Distzict Director of

13 Foazlth Services shall provids 2z quarterly ronort of the cxpensss

14 ° to the Oifica of tho Mish Comsdssioner, tho Offlce of ths legislative

-15 Caunsol of the Congress of Micrenssiz, and to tho Birector of the
16 Depa'tm%nc of Hsalth Sorvices of the Trust Tervitovy. The &minual
17 axpenses incurrsd widor the provisiens of this act chall be dafroye
18 as provided for in Sectica 10 of this zct.

19 T Ssction 6. Proce{gzgi. Tho persons mautioncd in Secticn 3
A20 of this act shall initiato their raquest for trﬁnsporta:ion to a
- 2% hospital facility with the hezlth sids o?'other reproscntative of
22 ¢he Trust Tcrfitorf Departzsnt of Health Sexvices., I a fleld
23 trip vas;ol is at the islend, theo health zide, if he believes the
24 ryequest is valld, shzll so adviso tio doctor zboard or the master

25 - of the ship in lieu of a doctor. If the health 2ide is not on the

‘4
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10
11
12

13

14 .

15

17

18

20

- 21

22
23
24

23

island, the porson should ssk the magistyate, cowmceil mewber,

school teacher or othor racognized comaaunity leader to act

This Scctlon shall not be coastrued to allow :

in his bohalf.
psrsous the aforesaid bencfits if the allmont or conplsint
could ﬁnve beé. treatod at ths pexrson's plece g7 residencs,
by tho hezlth perscnnel aveilsble, It should-fuither net bo
l of ships ot plaes fov-
dnor aiincnts ox complaints whlch
island; QROVIDED, HOWEVER, thot zn exnesed,
an exposcd, or a control persom wWio has a sérious and ccute
complaint, illness, or accideni shall be transported in z like
mzaner as aﬁy ather gmargéncy patient.

Section 7. Handvoo. The Deporirent of Health Sorvices,
the Distxict Officq of Health Scrvicss and tho.Spccial Joint
Comaltteco Concerninglkongclap ana Utirik Atolls, in ccnjunc:ioﬁ
with the Brookhaven MNctional Leborztory, shall cause to bo
created end reproduced a handbéék to be given to exposed, -
descendants of exposed, and control persons. Said heandvoek
-shall contain, but not bo limited to, the follewring information:

Exéoscd or ncnexposed status, dato of birth; sex, namy d Brookhaven
.Natianal Laborntory case nurbsr of the persen. Space shall zlso be

providod for a rocond of modicel examinations and findines in the

Marshallese languago.
and descendants of

Section 8. Exposcd persons

Eliaibility,

expossd persons &ro sutomatically ciigible for the benafits provided



e T e - . o .

1 der this act. Control poersons snall becoms ellgiblo cnly upon

2  signing a Qritten agrs':. in both “arshalle;e end Cnglish

3  which provides thai said parson will becorz eligible for tho ‘

4 aforcnsntioned beno fits c11v if ke ot she agrees to act as a .

.

.. 5  control porson. Ths District Dirsctor of Hzalth Scrvices shall T

¢ bo respeasiblo for drafting sald agrcement in conjuaction with i

7 the Director of the Dopartment of Mealth Servicos and B okhaven
+8  Nztionel Laberztory. All psrsons who exe transporicd to Mzjuro

9 or Cbeye for examination wmdey thc provisions of this zct shall

.

10 sign a statersat prior to lemving their homd fsland, 2gvselng to
11  subdmit to a cosplete nmedical examination, which shall includs,.but

12 nop boe limited to z blecd test.

3 - Saction 9. Enforcomant The Dircctor of the Mawshall Islands

14 District Hoalth Sorvicscs shall be mominally fss.o sible for carrying
15 oﬁt and cnforcing ;c provisicns of thls zct, but wnay, 52 hié

16 diserstion, confer with othex district officizls, the Peparizent of
17 Health Sarvicss and the Speciz) Joint Committes cox the presiding

18  offlcors off the Congress of Micronesiz, Tne Districl Director

19 ‘shall insure that those eligibls raceive the Full bdbencfits providad

“n
P
>
1
=]
ta
o
p=a
(v}
.

20 'undgr this act and shall insurc that those porsoas Vi
‘21 district conter hospital, or other sadical fechlity, avc roturned
.22 to thoeir homs island s soon as is zppreprizte to their conditien,
23 wvithin the coﬂstraints of normal ship schedules. Tho District

24  pirector shall 21so includs in his querterly rTeport any and 2ll

25 flagcrant or continuows sbuses or violations of ths intent of this act.

.SOOSShZ' H f ' , R ..' ii}



1 Continued zbuse of tho privileges and benefits of this act may

result in temporary or permnent suspensicn of the offender

2
. 3 from oligibility. A poiition to suspend el;igi.bilit*/ will. be :
4 prescated by the Cistrict Directox of Health Services to the
§ Marshell Isiands delegation of the Congrese of Micrciesiz,
6 .Dccisions_ of the Marshell Islands delegation shall dbe finzl.
7 Sccticn 10, The Off}.‘cc of the liigh Comnissloner is d.irectéd
*8 to seck an executive agrecment witih the I_\to-r.ic Enorgy Cowmission
9 vwhereby the expenses incurrcd wider the p:'oyiSiﬁns of th.is act
10 will be dofrayed either directly or on a reimbursable basis by
11 the Atonic Encrgy Commission end report his findings to tho
12 CoAgeoss of Microncsia no later thzn thirty deys after tho
13. 'c‘ffe-:tive dato of this zct.
14  Scctiom 11. Effective dstc. This act shall tzko offect wpon
15 t}.io approval by the High.Comrdssioner, or upon 1ts.bocomding law
: _iﬁ vithout such approval.
w0 T S
R - T 1 [/)\,c(/ A 1973
’, - ’ T e T

25 : o o /(.0[’%;2: High Commissioner

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
24 .
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