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ON Tl![ l'i\1\T or TllE 

GO\IER.~MENT OF THE U:'lITED SL\TES 

AND 1JIE COVEF;;\.'\E:\T OF TllE TRUST TER!:JTOl\Y OF lllE PACIFJC lSLA~lDS 

CONCERNING THE 

MOVE Or TllE PEOPLE OF 1:11:1~:1 ISLA,~D. 1\UGUST, 1978 

On Jl.u£t!St 11, 1978, the Undersecretary of the Departmc>nt of rhe 

2. Intericir, Jar..es A. Joseph, the Deputy Undersecretary, \..'alliicl' Gr,'en, and 

3. the Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs, Ruth G. Va11 Cleve, 

4. journC'y"u to Bikini Island Lo meet \Jith its current resident::. l!ie pC!t:pos1· 

\ 

5. of tlic>i: mr·.l:tjnt, ...:as to convey infonnation on the subjer.r of tit: forthc<'1:!i:1r. 

6. move: Ii;: ci e pc11ple of P.iki.ni lsl;ind to Kili Isl.1nd, a11d t,1 r,·,_r·~·:td c11 q•1~s-

7. rio;is :ind i,r·ar concerns put to then1 by the people cif i_;iki11i lsla1HI. Ti1c>y 

8. had c;i1·J i(•c, on August 7, ht::ld a similar 11'<.'Ct ing c:itli fol'i'.JL'l' rc·sjdenti; n[ 

9. Bikini c.}1;1 om-• reside on Kili. The l!iglt Co~m:issiorier , f the: Tr·ust Territory 

10. of the Paci (ic Islands, Adrian P. \·Hnkel, had been prc'\'ent('(] by bad '·"Gtc h;·1· 

11. in S.Jipan from joining in the visit to llikini lsl2nt.I, but he· hat.I (•;i1·Ji.1•r •nee 

12. \Ji.th Lhe: p~ople of llikini, as well as '.<ith other llildni."!ns c1n t:ili. 

13. 

1 t,. In 191<6, tlie pC'ople of llikini \Jere removed from their .•tl•ll by rhC' 

15. U. S. Navy in order to enablC' the United States to use the atoll for a 

16. nuclear testing program \Jhich lasted until 1958. The isl;rn,l;·rs were 1:10\'C'd 

17. first to Roni;crik, then to K\JajalC'in, and ultimately L11 ~;iJ i.. Tn the, .b tt· 

18. 1960's, it appeared that levels of radiation on Bil:ini ;i:cll ,,,,r·c such tltilt 

19. the peoplP could return to and use a number of the ;n;1jor is].'111ds uf the <JLC'll. 

20. Beginning in 1969, a clean-up of the atoll and a reh.Jbilitilcic~. progr<JJc \..':JS 

21. t>C'gun. In the earl:; 1970's, :;crnc llikini pC'ople .:c:rc· crnrlcvt·cl ;,, the- Prn:;,.,.t 

:i11.· 1.· <il:it1i l.:·.];111.J popul.1tion i11..::L·c.1!.L'<l to ~!p}i: .... .:~i:~.i~cJ:: v·.~ .i.11 J\_,1 1: 1 • .lu 

23. 1977, tlte: intake of radionuclidc:s by the pcoplC' ]i\'in~·. oci I:i:.~,.; lsl:in;I J,;-,,l 

24. ir.cre:;isc·d to alarming proportions, ;:rnd ;:i m;:ijor fc'('ding prngr:11-. v.:s i11sti-

25. tutcd. April, 1978 surveys sltowcrl th.'1t the feeding pror.ram h:1d ,.,,Jt resulted 
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.-:ecreasc· in the radionuclid1' body burden. The 0c=p<nti:1cnt of the> 

:.·.te1 !t•r decided, in Lhe light of the evid<:nce prt.eSL·nthi by the lJf'p:.<rlml':lt 

3. oi t:ncrgy, that thE' pco;Jlf· living on J;ikini should be moved at lhP e:al'licst 

4. .. .Jlt .. ~in'" L~.;l/radlol='l(~~l.-i s~.r.1·~· currenr1y undc·1vr.y and other 

5. radiological [('S[S O;' Jliki;'\f b(;in;~ COr:t'.'.ICt(· i tw th-' !)rp:l<"l:!"C'nt nf r:nr·>•"\' 

6. wi.LJ dL•termi.1c· \1hetl..··r hiki11j ·:c:1~ 1.!:1. i;; l1tt' 101·c:set1 :Jblv fulurL·, he 

7. considered as a home for 'Lhc Bikinl .. pC:~pl~. 

8. 

9. Among till' rc,qucsts or thl' pt'oplr.: of boLh llil:ini ,1nd Ki] i ""'" :1 

JO. rcquc:st for a stntcment in 1<riting of the undprst:indi11::.s ch;it the rc>1n0-

11. sent«tives of rile United Stntes conveyed durinf, thL'SC mc·C:t'ings a!lcl ui rill' 

13. inf". :1rt' intc11df'd to rcspo!ld to the pr·incipcil concerns the<' :rnd rhcrC' 

14. C:>:]Jl"l.'SSC:d. * 

15. 

16. Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Van CleVc>, on behalf of the Government of tlie 

17. UniLed States, ;ind Mr. \.linkel, on beh;:ilf of thP Government of thP Tru.--.t 

18. Territot-y, offered the followini:; assurances: 

19. 

20. I. The· Government of the United States co11siders itself gener;il Jy 

21. responsibl c for tlie well being of the Bikini people and their descendcnts 

22. and, followinf, consultation with them, the GovcrntnC'nt of the United StnLes 

23. \..'ill see:k to ;irrangp thcii· rclocat.ion, penn.:inently, in the most· satisf:1ctory 

24. manner .possible. The Dq>artment: of the Interior will undc:rt;ike to obt.1in 

25. such .iuthority and such rpso11rces as may be required in order to meet .ind 

:.ti: I '; IJ:: I!;; l I .', I I I I i ; , ' . ~) 1. i k i fl i :111; I t\ 1 I j I . : \' '... i: I. . '.:: :· 

oUiCL'r:, Lt:iL·rred Lu «l.'t>Vl' "'"'"involved in a rnajor airplnne accirlf'1H 
off th~ coast <>f Guam. /\ltliouch they were 2rnong the surviv01·s, tht·i r 
notrs t:ikcn .ot the mcl·tings sunk with the ,oi.rpl.1nc. This st.>tc,me1•t. 
dr:1(ted by Mrs. \';1n Cleve 011 /\ug11st 15 at the Gu.Jrc Nav:il llos;>iral is 
intended to be as full as recollections permit, nut in the circ1nstil11ccs 
it i:1;1y not he> complete. 
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'!lhP.r ~1f,t.:l\Li1...•:; . .:it Lhr Cnj tvc! St.:.it.::s Lc•\'1.':--n:-:;L·:1l tu .1.s.si~t ii, p.1rtiL"\iJ~1rly thv 

·.. ncecs nf t'"' currc:nt residents of Bikini 1slanJ continue to :,c . 

6. II. nccause Kili Island Was, until recent ~eek!;, been rc:sard~d dS 

7 · solely a t"mporcny rclocat i.111 site for tlic· people of Bikini, the CovernmC'nts 

8. hnvt> never undt·rtaken to con!'truct pcnni.l,H·nt facilities thc,rc, nor to ililpruvc: 

9. si~nJfic:antly any of the existing Kili facilities. Tt is now known that 

10. BJkini Jsl:rnd '-'ill not ht• fit for huc::rn habitati.on fo1· dcr.ncl,·" to come', cind 

11. 011 tl1e h<1sj s of tlw most rec-c!IL sci C'nt if ic- inform«t1on, it il{'[Ho<lrs that Eneu 

12. TsJa11d, in the P..ikini ,\toll, "ill also be unnvaililble for settlement, ln 

n. th~~ circn::i:.t.:tnct-..'S, the G0vCrnr.1cn~s ur.dcrstand th0t somo of th(' B::ikini pC'aplc 

l~. 1-:ill ch()<'S<' to remain un l\ili indcfiniLely, ;:i:id rhc Covc:rnm2nls will accord-

15. inp,ly undert;:ike ;:i progrilm for the pc·.:r1:rnt•nt rch;:iti li tilt ion of Ki li. 

16. 

17. I II. It is not yet possible to develop a permanent relocation plan 

18. for the reoplc of RikinL That plan must awciit completion of the acri:-il/ 

19. 1·;idiologic:-il survey thnt is now underway, and th.it is expected to be C()fil·· 

20. pl t•Led no later thnn the early \.leeks of 1979. When those survey. rcsul ts 

21. arc available and evaluated, and wl1en any remaining scicntif ic tests found 

22. necessary are also completed, illl of which developments arc expected to 

23. occur in the first months of 1979, it 1-:i.ll be possible to id0ntify safe 

relocation sites. 111c Governments will then, following full consultation 

2). 1-.'ith the pceoplc of Kili (including the current residents of Bikini Island 

26. who will by then have relocated there), plan in derail for the relocation 

27. of such Kili residents as choost' to move elsewhere, affording to them a 

28. 

~9. 

30. 

- 3 -

'~ :. • r '. • 



!I'. .-1i.1y .-.1~, ~..,f :::e: 

· -1 in 

I .. 

). (._•stS shnu]d .Sh\l",..' J::1C•U :::,n :ic ~;;~f1·l)' inhni•ilf'd, 1'.1:..· r, .. ·I 

h. 

f;. 

9. v. 

I 1. 

August, 1978. 

17. f;1cil ~ ti .. "!s: 

1 s. ·:·i I ( .. c..:. l. r ; It. i 1 ; ! i ' . ~: ! \.,I ' i ... j l ; l r t. 

:?O. st ruction L·.:.·c;-1·1S(· tl1c:-.· can th2rc-Ly bl· f'rt·ctcd \.:;ith frcdt spr'v~. :,nrl ~·cc-.11i;.e:: 

.~ ?. . 

f; i l i . 
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-:"'ri:1r; of J97'J. 

f 
VI I. li1e l;v\'c•rn10L·11L.<; r.ecugnizc tli;,il thC' island o!· lli~ini and thC' 

P,ikini ALoll ar•• rL•c•~c of llniquf.' inpnrtc1ncf' to the peorle of Bikini and 

/• Trust Territory ~·ill Lhen:fore ;i~-~: .. ..;c., 1-'i'rl! ·: '":': ~erritory shipping 

s. sched••l·:·s p;ennit, to trilnsport f,ikini ?.csidcnts living 011 Kili (includin~ 

9. thC' currt·n!: Hikini Island resid2nts about to move there) for visics irow. 

J(l. time to tlm~ to nikini. Such visits will necessarily be brief, and it 

Jl · \'ill "'"'l br· possihlC' f;,r the P,ikini visitors lo rC'side, even hridly, on 

J 2' Hi.kj ;ii IsL:ind nor, p1·lltably, on Cneu TsLrnd. Such brief visits will, 

J!i. and as Lhe 1<islir:~: 0:- the llil;inLrns indiciltc. 

] 'j, 

l 6. VJ l I. The Governmc·nts rccogni zc th:it the current residents of 

17. Bikini lslaGd will encounter pers0nal hardships, as well as certain 

18. e>:pc:n!;es, attcndanl upon their forthcoming move. The Governments ~·ill 

j9. therefore, pay, as a lump sum relocation al lowilnce, the sum of $100. 72 

20. per person, to the Leild of each family on Bikini Island. That sum is 

? ]. not intl'ndod to constitute compens3tio:1, in whole or in part, for any 

22. dilr:1:ige lh'-' Bikini IsL1nd residents m3y he found to have sust.1incd. It 

23. i~; intt':ideu inste:id to he a one-time payment to facilit:ite their forth-

cornin~', "'"ve to Kili ls land. 111e Government of the Unitec.l States has 

25. arran~1·d for tl1c current Bikini Island residents to stop at KwajRlein, 

n. w!iilc c-nroute to Kili, to make pu1·chases there. 

2 7. 

r. l .•• r~' ' ; r .• '1·1-· 1 : ... '~' > I 
:.,, '• ;, ,1 f" 

l"' c;.-.li;:uf;tive. 'ltH!Y :ire intended to respond to the major concern.sex-

1£). 
pr,.~sccl ill" the mcctinh mi Bikini and Kili on August lJ and 7, 1978. 
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(~fl'·:~,:~· 

~~/£~ 
High Commissioner, Trust TcrriLor~ of 
the Pacific l~lands 
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