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RE:BIKINI ATOLL 

Dear Chairrr:.J.n Ray: 
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A s I b c 1 i c v e y o u k n. o i-· , t h c P c op 1 c o f B i k i n a t o 11 , o :, cl t ;-_ c :;'. :c '.:'. i ::: t. T 2 ~ e 
a n d c o u n c i 1 r.'. cr1 o f t :C :i t a t o J 1 , h ~1 v c <J. s :-:: e d I- [ c -:;,- o n c s 1 ;:-. n L ::: ~'. ?. l S e r -
vi cc s to J. c L: on l: h cir cc !1 al f in o. '1,1,· i ct y . of r~ J. L: t c rs . Cc= n e :- 2 l l :: 
spc2kinz, h'e z;re d~211:-.:c: ·.,i L:h Drobler:is s tc:.~·ung £ror:1 t'.1cir :-e:c:oval 
f r o ;n 13 i k i n i 2 L: o 1 1 ril z; n y y e :1 r s a g o , a ;H~ fr o r11 l: h e i r.1 p e n d i n g :r e tu :r n 
to a partially rehabilitated Biki:i.i. 

In the p J. s t t ;.;o ye a:- s , \\" e have b c c il on 1 y ;;1 i :i. i m ;d 1 y i r.. \' o 1 v c d on b c -
half of the 3ikini pco~le in matt::ers concerning rcsidL12l r2riiation 
at Bikini. As the date for evcntu2l retu1n to Bikini ~aves closer, 
it is in.cre2sin.g.ly J.'."!'arc:.t to ~1s t'.1&.t ~l1c:-c ~,;_-c 1_1;:ur.s1·:crc::2 au•_::5;:;_0:1:=: 

concerning t'.lc rcsiuu:il r::.cii.::.tion <:t i~il:ir.i. Perhaps the A£C cioc·s 
not find nur.1erous un2n51:cTccl nucstior.s, but it is cJ.e2r t:-i::it r.eit:!;e--r 
the llikinians nor r::eir ccu:i.s~l ha~e sufficient d~L.a and/er CD1n1ons 
upon 1·:hich to ;;1ak2 in tel 1. igcllt dcti s io!1s and ir;;po:;:L:211t c'.!oices. 
In coDside:ring t.hc radiation situa·~ion, it ci.ppcJ.rs to us that L.he 
major areas of concc:;:n are as fo~lo~s: 

1. What doct;1~ent, r.:c;r,o, or report, from the .'\EC or f1·om o~J1cr 
sources, sz-~ys t~12t Biki:•i atoll is Go:1' sa'fc fo:r full ~i~:c huil.J.r. 
h;:il.iitation·: '::c h.:i.v8 a CO;:'Y of "T;1c !<.criort of L)1c i'-.'.'.c!ir:lo=ic~~ 
Clc2n-UiJ of Gi~ini ,\toll" by .\ll..-:11 E. S'1!ith a11d '.'!i~li~1~1 F. :.:oo:·c 
p u h 1 i s h c d i n J ~ n u a r y , E 1 7 2 . H o ; : c v c ' , t h i s r c p o r c: d c ~: s Ji o t .:i. u c -
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qua t e 1 y d ea .1 w i th th e po tent i a 1 prob 1 ems o f human ha b i t a t i on a t 
Bikini. It docs cont.:i.in a short, 2 page, section entitled "sum-
mary and rccor.r.iendations" •,.;hich cor::;:1cn_ts briefly on the advisabi-
lity of human habitation at certain uoints on the atoll. These 
tonclusions and recommendations are ~pparently based pri~arily on 
data obtained fro~ portable gaDna survey ~eters which indicated 
readings frofjl less than 5 micro r/hr. to over 700 micro r/hr. at 
various points in the atoll. 

This report nakes reference to a 1967 Ad-hoc Cor.1mitte"; Hhich evalu
ated the radiologic2l hazards of resettle;-;>cnt of Ilikini. \','e pre
sume that th i s co ~.;'1 i t t c e r.i a cl c ext en s i v e 1: r i t t en f i n d i n g s , c on cl u -
s ions, and. re cor:F:Jenda ti ons. :ray 1·:c p 1 e as c h.'.1ve a copy of their 
report, and of any reports updating or altering their conclusions? 
Arc there oth(;r reports or r.ier.rnrJ.nda froR !\EC or other sources, 
which no.ke reconr.iendations J.bout h.uwan h2bitation at Bikini? If 
so, will you please send us a copy?· 

On the sane topic, KC understand that several years ago, Tom ~-(cCra1-1, 
head of t:ie AEC's Division of O:;crationJ.l SJ.fcty, made a trip tc 
Y-i:::.i ::::;,;_,-,;-"; ~0 C:.i:>Lu;::,:, raciiation 1·:it:1 ;::i~e Sikin1 people. ~'er.;or1es 
have f0clcd considerably, ho1·:cver, an.cl r..o on.e h"it:1 1.;h.om 1-1r. have 
discussed this visit c::i.n renember exactl>· 1.-hat 1,·as said or even the 
general tenor of th~ .:i.dvice given. If the:re are substJ.ntiJ.l r2.ci2-
t i o n h c. z a r cl s z, t B i ~..; i n i , an d s i g 11 i f i c a r: t a c~ \f i s o r y 1:1 c a s u r e s t h :. t n c e ci 
to b c f o 11 O\·: c cl by t i1 e p e op 1 e , r c r h a p s i t '< o u 1 d b e a 2 o o cl i d e a t o 
have a repeat visit by >'.Y-. :.rccrah' s0Peti2c shortly after the people 
have been resettled. In any case, it voul<l be helpful for us to 
have copies of any trJ.nscripts, notes, or reports ster.i~ing from the 
earlier visit by ~fr. ~-!cCraw to Kili, 

2. A second major concern is the quality'of the past radiological 
surveys of Bikini. We understand that the Division of 3iology and 
Medicine of the AEC did r.-ic.liolorrical survevs of BiJ...:ini in J.964 8.n:l ::> • 

1967. Did these surveys collect a sufficient quantity of data to 
perr.iit truly reliable rcco:::r:1endations? Our unclerst2.n<li;1g o: the 
1972-73 Ene1{etak Radiological survey leads us to believe that instru
mentation, <lctectio11 cquip:.1cnt, ci_nd s::r.ipling techniques have all 
improved considerably since 1964 and 1967. Do you believe that it 
is advisable to have an updated radiological survey of Bikini, to 
take advantage of technological advances, and to t::ike a greater_ 
number of soil and biota so.r.iples than was taken in 1964 and 19lJt? 

3 . A r c 1 ate cl con cc r n i s the :i p parent 1 o. c k o f data from n i kin i t ): .'.l t 
w i 1 1 a 11 o 1v· r c 1 i J. o l e e s t i n a t c s o f i n t e r n a 1 d o s a g e s . /\ t 1 e a s t h e h 2 '." c 
not seen any reports th~1t indicJ.tc Jc::J.ilcd sJ.:r.pling, or indcc,l :en>' 
significant sJ.~i!pling, of edible fish J.nd plJ.nt r:::iteriJ.l fro1~ Bi~;ini 
at o 11. Ha v e s u c h s J. r:1 r 1 c s , in s u ff i c i c :1 t q u .:rn t i t y , b e c n ta ken ? I f ·; o > 

sooqsss 


