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".Tuly 2G, 19'76 

The Ilono:c1ible 'l'osiwo lfokayBJ!lo. 
President of.the Scnrrte 
.Con~ress of Micronesin 
K0Joni11, ronu:re 
Eastern CQ.rol:lne Islilllds 969l+1 

und 

'l'hc ilono.rnl>le J.lcthwel Henry 
Gpcuker of the House o'f l\cpresentutives 
Concrc~3s of MicroneGiu 
Kolonia, Pon ape 
Enstcn1 Caroline Islnnds 969111 

Gentlemen: 

/ }/./J 
(£:? ,_. '~ (0 ,(,,/ 

'I'he purpose of this lette1· is to inform the members of 
the Conc;re;;s of Micronec~io. regarding recent tlevelopments 
on the work of the Specio.l ~foint Co;:nmittee. Concern ine 
l\ongc:ln.p and Utirik Atolls. 

The nttuchcd document surnrn1trizci> the bnckr,round e.:1cl 
current ;.Ln:Lus of lcr;isllltion d.rnftccl to provide rn1ditionnl 
compcn:rnt:ion for the n ['feet eel i.Je.rnhnl1(:!Je. Whn.t is 
presented :i.c rrn excerpt f:roin u.~;. J\mbci.s.'rndor ~]hcrcr~u 
rcrrnrl1.s ntl<.lrcr.;r;cd to the l13rd Scsnion of the United 
Nntiono Trustdeship Council. 

While \.le nrc £1ornc'Who.t conccrnecl th<.t :l.t hn.n tfl)ccn 
over one ycnr for the leg1nlo.t1on to he Jro.wn u:r~ 
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'l'hc llunornble Detliwe.J. Henry 
.1111y 2G, 1976 
T'nge 2 

npprovecl ~ o.ncl tnmsr.il tted to OHD, we hnvc every 
confidence that time will f>'21Titit authorization hearin1:>
to be held prior to the end of the 94th U.S. Congress. 

At t nclw.ent J 
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In Aue;ust 1964 the United Str,tc:s Congress O.Jlp:roprided the sl1m o:l' 

of Honc,0le.p Atoll. Er_ch of the 02 exposed indivicluolci or his hei1-.~1 :i:2cc:ived 

o.pp:ro:dns.tely ~;10,000 ns u lu::rrp oum. The 157 people~ of Utirik, who h[!d 
- ·' 

received e. lcs:H~r dec;ree of exposure~ were not corrrpernJated. 

Since the 1964 p2.yr~1ent, thyroid nbno:rma::..it:Les have been nppearing in the 

cxp9sed Rongelapese and 25 opern.tior::.:-:. fo:;:- thyroid removal he.ve tween plnce. 

Leuhemi a also uppear2C:l in a 19-yea:c-old boy who had been c:irposed as a. one-ye n:r-oJ.d 
' 

infa...~t. Thi8 yot:ng man died in i97ti. in the i.fotional Cnncer Jnstitu'te, 

Clinicl~I Center, Bethesda, Ma:rylund> "1-Thile beint; t~_'eatccl for e.cute Jillelone;enoun 

· 1eu.'t\.emin. Twenty-nine of the orJ. fP.no.l exposed Rongelap populr::tion of mt have 

developecl thyroid ubnorruali ties. 

Audi tiorrnlly, in the past two years s:i.x cn3es of thyro::i. cl abnor;r:ali t:i cs 
ho:v2 fl.P1:cm:ecl :i.n the Utirik exposed .sroup. 

In ·1972 the! Congrc~•s of t·iicroriesin. crco.tccl c. Spec:i.o.l Joint Com~r1ittce Conccrni:1c; 

l\origclop mid Uti:i:il( Atoll. In lfo,y 1S:75 the Chctinnu.n of the S11cciu:.t. Jo:i.nt CoDimittc<: 

Emel one of the Cormrrittee rr:enners JT'C:t in \·Iosb:irq'.,l:.On, D.C.~ w:i.th iJ!.1:1.tcd st.n;tcs 

Scrwtor.s · ond ConGrr:s:>rr.en nliout n rcf1uest for o.dcJitionol cornpenso.tion to the 

expose cl :•)ers ons or their s u:rvi vo:rs. This incluc1cd on "in conve:ni cnce p0.y1r.ent 11 

of :!;1,000 cnch to 157 people of .Utirik or their ourvi vo:rs, :pcy1rcnts to 

the 1:.othcr nncl father of the Mnrshollcse boy· who clicd of ncute Jc\1kemia in 1974 

nnu pnyrncnt of $25 ,COO cnch !JeJ: person i)er ths roid opcrntion, J:mst on<l future. 

A proj1oscc1 bill for additional cornpcn~;o.tion WGs prepared by the 

D1..'1':,;·L1~cnt of the: Interior and has been :n11':"i l.l.cd to the Office of tfo.nne;err.ent 

onc1 JJudc;ct for clcnrrrn ce onu tnmsmi ttnl to the Uni tcd f)tntcs · Congrcsr:J. 

Preliminary conferences with Conr:;rc::rnionnl ir..2mbe:rn on t11e l)D.rt of 

Interior officinl:; encl ConG!"'css of. t·1ic:ronenio. rr.c1cbcrs haw! :l.ntlico.tccl that 

tlv~ P..pprop::d.d.e United States Conr.;n~nG Cormuittcen wiJ.1 giv.:~ o. r;yrnpethetic 

heorinc; to thiu p:ro_pon Bl. 
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