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United 'states Depart111ei1t of the Interior 
OFFICE OF TIIE SECRETARY . 

\VASHlNGTpN, D.C: 202'10 
40 :L 400 

Sfp 1 2 1NS 

'rhis fo a fo!lowup to my lctt:cr of.July 24, 197S vhich pro.miacd 
that we. would keep you irifor1."l.1;tl of progress h.:.rc with re,qpcct 
to th~ proposed Rongclap compcn~w.tion matter. 

l\uthor:Lzing legislation ia ·now being drafted. 01i a number of y:oints~ 
the DepClrtt!<.mt hao diver31.'Kl so;:iew.hat. fr.om the nuidelinoa 'r'hich YO\l 

submitted io your lcttai of tiay 22 t 1975. Host of o~tr proposed 
changtii:> ar~ in the natur~ of· clarification although we bavc 
rcscrvatiom1 on onG or two as pacts. 

l. "Payr.i.entn to the 24 exposed Ron;;;c:lupeac uho h.:tva ho..1 
thyroid· glunJs re\;iovc;-.d by surscry." 

After consult~tioii. ~fith Dr. 2-obert Conard, it wrn d(1cid.ed to c:ql:md 
this :::1~.c t::l.on by provi<l ing equal co;;ip ens£\ t f.ou for t hct t\·10 hoy a wi:o 
.eustain<!d ::11m:ked ii;jur:/ to their thyroidu tlG cv:l.<lt~r.cc<l hy atrophy 
ilnd ~1li::o for an individual 11h0 i:u<l surgical remov~l of ;:>. occl~ 

t.U!!lor. 

:?.. "Pny•:1cnts hi. <.>.qual ru.fountn of $50, 000 of co::ipemrn tion 
each to the natural mothe·c und father of l.~ub!r.1iG victL:1, 

(dccc;l9ud), a.~1d of $'.JO, tJ(lC1 each to the natural u;ot.her and 
f:.ith0r of: ;:my f1Jt11ra. lcukl'l<'.l.:Lu vict i1n w!10so illnecs can b~. 

ccrt.ifiC'.d by i.\roo!<iw.ve:::u !!ationnl L~1boru.tory or it;r; c'uccosuor, IHI 

hcin<; rud i.::: tion. rclatocl. '· 

CouoJ.dcr.;blc dit:fi~ulty ~;;.ii; CY.pcri~DCP..d a-J.th thif:l :f.tcrc. Wo ttn<lcr
Otlll\U thi:: l>l>C!cial r.,~,l~:ons 't-.'by Loth the:: natural elotl:~r find (tither 
were c;inglc;:J out in the cirnr.. of: Tho cl~usc 
·i.:pc.>.c.i.frh1c 1Ji1~il:.n: pay••wnt l:o natu::nl p:i.r.u::ts in uny future 
occun:;;;uco ·would bu r.C!ltrictivc un<l po~oibly clot.rhicnt:~~l to 
the <lirc:ct heirs o[ any aucb indi.v iJu;1l. h'hile it. is t''<Ot nnticipnl:~1d 

that o.ny futu'Ct! casc!1 · .. •ill arLlc, it :l.f:J our b~U.cf here that any 
reference to co:i1;.n:nn::itinn of tbii:J nature r.i\ould 1.l'ir~ply specify, 
"th·~ lH:ir.~J of: a p<:t"IJ:Jn tlying from radi.ut:l.on-ri;,l.at~:d cnust~t:." A 
hypothetical cn¢c t~.l,~llt boil. tllut of an <\cl ult runle >Ji:oo.:t m1 tural 
parent r.1 £1ra <lcccu:rnd but wl10 l<;ave;, a. \Jif e anJ f .:i.ri1il:t. Cor,1-
p casation spccifietl ·Gy lm1 to ''11a.tura.J. p(trcntB," w110 oir.;ht be 
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·dccce.sad, would create proble~. Tl1e direct hait'a of the pnreuta 
ndght. not bo the widow and' children of the individunl concerned. 
The g<merali;::cd wordinc we propose t·:ill. fit the npccial circutt:stancee 
of - ns ·his parcuts wc+;c his d:!.::ect heiru. Addition.ally, 
wa believe tiw.t there munt be a more rt-. .alistic n.:1ount of compcm.se.tion 
computed for circumstnnceG of this nature. 

3. 11Pny1:1ant of $1 1 000 eech to the 157 exposed Utikcrosa as 
an·inconvanience p;:i.yment. 11 

Tb.is ia acceptable as it atnntls. 

4. "The provision of a special sur.l from which annual payuu:mts 
of $25,000 are to be given annu:illy to each of the island colJ1illunition 

· of itongelap and Utirik for co!ilI!lunity project:.l." 

It ia tha etron3 belief. herc.that'if thcrc.': ar0 needs of this nature 
thGy should be haudlo<l through the '):rust Territory uu.d~et. The 
intent of tha p:lyr.it;!nt of tid.L1 particulin.· {'icce of legislation in 
to compensate individuals for injurie~1 or inco1w{micoces suffered. 

'f.hin nopcct has been dlscuGsed 'With c0.rt3in staff 'Cletibcro of 
a-ppropriLte Con~~resgional comtJ.ittce3 and they linvc indicated 
th~t :l.t ia th~ir belief alr;o that th<~ cormuiti:e.cs uoi1ld not !:,,~ 
prepared to acce.pt this p;1rticulm: :Ltcm. 

5. "Provioion of a contiugency fund for future paymentA.•: 

Wa concur with thia itcia t\ltbough t:here nny lik<'ly be so"Jle reduction 
io. muount. 

We uill keep you in!:o1·me<l nnd fon<ilnl a copy o( th~ draft: lc~ir:.lation 
as uoou aa it ia com~l=tcd. 

Sincci:-ely yo11ra, 

( Scd) .EmJwt t M. Rico 

Director of l'crdtorial Affaira 

Uoo.oruble Olympio T. Dorja 
Chai1:11~n, ~;pc,c:Lnl Joint: Cor.r.'Jittee 

Con1~craing Eonec\lilp « Utiril'. Atolln 
Conr;rcoo of; 111.c r.oncsia 
S~ipi;m, m~.riann Ial11ntlr; 96950 
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