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SEP 2 9 1978 

VADM R. R. Monroe, USN 
Director, Defense Nuclear Agency 
1''• eol1-' 11tr~·,.,11 D C 0 0...,or. u i... .. .:..iJ.. J.. c ... v ;.) ' .. .. L. ..) ./ 

Dear· J1.clrnl1~a1 lfo~1I'oe: · 

This· is n follv.·rup to your recent call to Dr. Li verr:inn and 
our .subsequent telephone conversation n.bout the delay j.n 
plant:i..ng coconut trc-es on the Horthern Islnnds of fa1eweta}-:. 

A copy of the August 13 'l"'dX to nv in response to the Ancust 9 
TWX that rclnycd. the H&N que~;tion is· enclosed. We do not 
recommend planting any coconuts on the Northern Islands this 
IJlant:lnz season. 

1. We have ma.de an island--by-isJ.and comparison of the cesiut'l 
concentration in :SneuetB.k · so:Ll as contained in tl18 N"VO-·lli-O 
report and the cesil.1.11 and strontium co~cent:r.atio:ns· in the 
soil of Bll<.:in.i a11rl }~neu Isl311cls. .AJ_J_ th8 7,rortl1e1~n Islr..::.ds 
at Enmictak A toll exceed the Bikini and Eneu Islands lsveJ.~3. 

2. We are concerned about a second problem ~ith the coconuts 
which deals with the ae1ount of conta1:1Jnation in tho cop:i..·a 
proQucts. Sone studies of thts prcbJ.crs. nro just bc;:;:i.nni:r:g. 
LLL uill be studying where the cGsinm ;;oes :ln s<'.i:::plcs .that 
are run through a copra processing plant. We c::~·~mot n:co;:;
P.lonil: planting coconuts until we are cc1·taln the ccm.tc-:..:nin.:itlon 
will not become a nroblcm for comnercial utillznti~n uf co~rn 
products. Therefo~c, we believe it is not prudent to plan-
on pl~:nting coconutn in the J:fo:ethern Islands this growine 
season. 

The enclosed table cont~ins recor:1mendntio!1.s on the islands ""'•Th:l.ch 
can be planted. VIG wi.11 coopera tc in L!.Il:'l wa.y possi bJ.e with the 
staff s tud~,r thn.t is 1mdor1;ay as a result of your Tt'X of Sa pt. 2 5) 
1978, in examining possible alternative locations far planting 
the coconuts. 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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V/1 )Xi TI. R. Vionroe .··2-

He plnn to cUs cuss this mn ttcr in dcto.11 with Dr. Do.ir 2 s 
con~ittoo at thcir·next mooting. 

EncJosures: 
As stated 

Sincerely, 

L. Joe Do al 
AssistQnt Director 
for Field Operations 

Division of Opcrntional 
and Environmental Safety 

cc w/enclosurcs: R. Van Cleve, DOI 
R. Hay, NV 

OES:ADFO 
LJDeal/nr 

9/28/78 

A. Winkel, TT . 
O. DeBrun, 1'1arshall Islands 
E. Gilmour, H&N 
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Enjibi 
Medren 
Enewetak 
Japtan 
Runit 
Alembel 
A omen 
Bijire 
Jojwa 
Lujor 
Aej 
Ananij 
Kidrinen 
Mijikadrek 
Bokenelab 
Elle · 
Kidrenen 
Ribewon 
Boken 
Niut 
Ikuren 

September 28, 1978 

ENEWETAK PLAHTING RECOMMENDATIONS 
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