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mLLOWING IS OUOTED FROM A MICRONESIAN NEWS SERVICE RELEASE 

FI LED FROM HERC t~ARCH l 7. 

''fi1NS E)JE\l.!ETAK t~!~RCH 16, EVERY SILVER LINHlG H.l\S A GR..'l.Y CLOUD. 

A PARTICIPANT IN YESTERDAY'S RETURN OF THE F.NEWETAK PEOPLE 

TO THEIR /\NCESTP/'"L HOME EXPRESSED ONF. RESERVATI0~1 ALONG \1JITF 

'l~\LOS, 38, nF THE CO~!GRESS OF MI CRONESJ.L\ \1IHO RfPRESPJTS ~!OT 

CJtlLY THE PEOPLE OF Et.JE 1•1!ETf\K AND UJEU.NG BUT THOSE OF 8l)(H!I, 

\(l,/f,,JA LEIN,;:; OtlGELA P AND UTEC? I K. 

8/'i.LOS SPEAJ\H!G TO THE PRESS .C\FTER THE UJ.i\U IN HONOR nF THE 

RETURNEES SAID THAT HE HOPES THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL HAVE 

A PROGRA~; OF PERIODIC MEDICAL EX.ti.MI NATIONS FOR THE ENEWETAK 

PEOPLE. 

HE: SAID TH.C\T THE"US HAS GAINED MUCH SCIE~JTIFIC KNOl.1JLEDGE 

BECAUSE OF THE TESTING AND SC IT SHOULD BEAR THE 
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ON TH ES E I SL.~ MI'S • " 

SALOS ~:cTED THAT BECAUSE: OF FALLCUT FRml BIKP.1J TE:STS, 

TI-IE PEOPLE OF RO~:GELA? AND UTEPil\ \.1iERE STILL .C\fFF.CTED tiFTE'P 

T/ E !HY Y F 1\ P 5 • SA I D S ~\ L 0 S , " I ti. ii~ ~WT .ti. S C I HJ TI ST ? L! T \tl}-fO 

LPM,1 LEi'.\R~lPJG Of THIS RELEASE C \1!HICH I OBT.l'\INED FROM PRI\l.",TF: 

SOURCE) I SOUGHT A MEETING WITH CONGRESSMAN BALOS. DISTRICT 

:'.\DiY1I 1H STR ATOR DE BR UM .4 ND ! CON FERR ED \1i'ITH HIM FOR .A ~,l HOUP 

ON M.4RCH 17. 

I FIRST EXPU',H1ED THE QUALITATIVE DIFFERENCE 13ETV.'EEN THE 1954 

EXPERin~cE OF THf. UTERil</RONGELAP PEOPLE AND THE LOl;I LEVEL 

G!RONIC EXPOSURE INCIDEl\\T TO RESETTLING AN ISLt\~)D OR /'.\TOLL 

1.\:rTH SLIGHTLY ELE;\JATED B.t\CKGROUND. 

I FURTHER EMPHASIZED THE: EXCEPTIC~JALLY LO\IJ RADIATI0~,1 LEVELS 

HERE OM HJEl.•J::;:TA!\ ((Jr.l THE ISLfl.NDS DESIGNATED FOR F."1RLY 

RESETTLEMP:T). 

8.<H.OS SEE~:ED TO J'.i.CCEPT THIS AND TO BE REASSURED, .ti.LTHOUGH HI'.: 

IS ABOUT ,~S EXPRESS I VE AS THE SPHINX. 
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I PROCEEDED TO DISCUSS OUR POSITION REGARDING ~EDICAL 

EXAMINf1TICN .cl.ND ~~EDICJ'.i.L RESPONSIBILITY. I TOLD HIM QUITE 

BLUNTLY TH/\T \1,iE DO NOT EXPECT (.l,NY RADIATION-INDUCED MEDICAL 

PROBLEMS AMONG THE RETURNEES, AND THAT IF \• 1E DID l•.1E 1110ULD 

HA VE MO S T ST R 0 N G LY 0 BJ EC TED T 0 TH EI R R ET UR N • C N 0 TE H ER E TH .I'\ T 

CO n GR ES SM A N BAL 0 S I S M 0 ST LI XE LY TH F 0 R I GI N .I'\ T 0 R 0 F THE TERM 

"GUINEA PIG" P.S APPLIC.C18LE TO ERDA'S MARSHALL ISLANDS MEDICJ'.i.L 

PROGR.!'.\ifi). I THE~~ EXPLAINED THAT WE HAVE MAE A DELISERATE 

OECISIOM NOT TO EXTH.lD THE-.P.,,T(QOXHAVrt,1 MEDICAL SUR\IFILl,.i!'lCE 
\ ! • 

TO THE ENEWETAK RETUR~EES TO AVOID MISUNDERSTANDING AND 
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C0~1 GRESSf"11H' SALOS REPLIED .- :~T HE FELT THf'>T WE CUS GCJ ~J 

~IOULD RECOGNIZE THE SP~CIPL ~EEDS,5PECIAL DEPENDENCY ~TC., 

OF THE PECPLf OF ENEWETAX A~D OUP SP~CIAL OBLIGATION TO 

1Y.'.::fo1 CE:CAUSF OF THEIR CO~!TPI:?UTTCt-1 TO THE U.S. 

~SA~ INDIVIDUAL , I ACKNOWLEDGEP THFSE THINGS SUT POINTED OUT 

TI-lll.T IT Tf\XES LEGISU1TI\JE AUTHORITY C.l\i,iD FUNDS) TO DO VH!H 

HE ASKS; VIZ "BEAR THE RESPONSIBILITY IF SOMEONE BECOMES 

ILL ••• " ~1FAN\<.1HILE <THE DISTRICT .i'\DMHIISTRATOR AGREED), HH.LTH 

CARE OF THE ENE\!.:ETAK PEOPLE IS A TRUST TERJ?ITOP.Y P.ESPONSI8ILITY. 
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I THEN TURNED TO THE MATTER OF PERIODIC "MEDICAL" EX.4 1!1HJ.ll.TIC1'iS 

AND EXPLAINED THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN EXAMINATION FOP MEDIC~L 

INDICATIONS AND BIO-ASSAY AS A TECHNIQUE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

SURVEILLANCE. THIS IS A VERY DIFFICULT CONCEPTUAL DIFFERENCE, 

BUT I TRULY GELIEVF. THP.T S.t'\LOS UNDERSTOOD IT; .t'\T LEAST HE 

SAID SO. 

OU?. CC~iVEF:S1\TIO[-) r.:~JDED CORDIALLY' /'J.S H/\S EV£RY co~.1 \IFP.SATJON 

C!VE~ 5 YE.t\RS. I MAY HA\!f H~PROVtD HIS lJNDERSTA~lDHIC, PUT 

CDN 'T HOLD YOUR BP.EA TH FOR A~1Y SORT OF RETRACTIOI': 0:\ 

CLARIFICATION OF HIS PRESS STATEMENT. 

ruLL PRESS STATEMENT WILL FOLLOW 8Y MAIL. 
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