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Office Energy ~search & Development Admin. 
Washington, D. C. 20545 

TELEPHONE 
(213) 390-7860 

Re: Our Client: People of Utirik Atoll, Marshall Islands 
Negligence - Ma.rd1 1, 1954 

Dear Sir: 

111is office has been retained by the People of Utirik Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, United Nations Trusteeship, to seek compensation 
on their behalf for damages they have suffered as a result of the 
negligence of the United States Government in the detonation of a 
nuclear device on March 1, 1954. 

For the last 22 years our clients have suffered from the effects 
of their exposure to radiation with only token compensation and 
periodic medical treatment which can only be described as eA."'Perimentation. 
Along with the high degree of thyroid tumors, including malignancy, 
among the exposed population, evidence has been detected that second 
generation children are being genetically afflicted. Besides the 
direct physical damage, the entire polulation of the atoll suffers 
from the emotional and psyd1ological effects of the expectation of 
continuing health problems. Your agency should be well aware of the 
envionunental impact the radiation has had upon the flora and falllla 
of Utirik Atoll. Now that the fonner residents of Bikini Atoll have 
been compensated for their property losses by Congressional action, 
it is tin~ that the people of Utirik Atoll shall be compensated for 
the loss of life, continuing diseases, threat of disease, altered 
environment and the humiliation of being treated as human guinea pigs . 

.,_. ··.· .. · .. ··:··,~_:::·~ .:: .. . --:_,.·,:-.'Dl~~e .. ar('. ~tiJL4Q.rc-rsons -?h·v~_iµ tJ:te.~xposed gr<?,up. li~tng rn:i.,tb~.· ._. 
.. ·.... . ' " '. Atoll~··•' 111is' .'office IKM·· demarltls' that each an<l"cvery member· of ·that ' . 

group be compensated in the· sum of One Million lbllars ($1,000 ,000.00) 
for physical and psychological injury. Further dem::m<l is made on 
behalf of all other inhabitants of the Atoll in the swn of Sixty 
'Million Dollars ($60 ,000 ,000. 00) for psyd1ological, enotional and 
enviormental damages. 
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This office has in its possession a large arnotmt of doclilnentation 
supporting the negligence involved in the ~farch 1, 1954 detonation 
which has caused the damages, as well as doc~ntation supporting 
the extent of these damages. We feel confident that your agency 
has access to most, if not all, of this material, since most are 
the results of studies sponsored by the United States Energy 
Research and Development Administration, formerly known as the 
Atomic Energy Commission. 

Our clients are continuing to suffer disease and loss of life and 
land use as a result of this incident. In fact, the U. S. Energy 
Research and Development Administration has cancelled a Iecember, 
1976 medical survey expedition to the Atoll as a direct result of 
our clients demand for compensation. This office urges that such 
a survey be conducted immediately and that our clients not suffer 
further as a result of their efforts to seek redress for the wrongs 
they have suffered. 

This office will pursue our clients' claims to every level of National 
and International administration. We feel that the precedent of the 
people of the Bikink Atoll should now be applied to the bodily and 
psychological injuries of our clients. 

This office will be happy to furnish any information regarding our 
clients' claim and expect an immediate response to our demands. 

G
ou:rs tr.uly_, 

j_,~' q. ; _?_J,_9 
RoNALD G •. BAKAL 

..... .. .... . .; ... . ·· ... ·. '. . .. ~ . " . , ..... · . 

-~GB:lrrl ·· ·. · ·. .. · ·· ·.··· 
cc: . Aplos Kios, Iroij (Chief) of Utirik Atoll . . . · · .. 

,: .~ .. -.':.·:· ·.:~ .. ·· .:;: ... :._;.-;.' \ ·: ·'. : ... : ;< .::.:.··:· .. ;· .-·. ·Robert A.··. Co"rtard, \.M.D.:~· U.S ; __ :Energy. R,esea-rch :a,nd··lli.v:e.lo~nt:~: ·· · .. :.:· ::_ .. 
· ·, ·_-: ·::. · ·· ' · · · ·~ : ···. .. · · .... ·.· · · ·Aclinini"stratiori · · · · · · · · · , ... · 

.:. · ... :._ .... ·' .. _ ....... : ·"-'·' .··.·· _;··:i.:._:.:fred''ze.dE!.r)··u·.s .. Depai~trnent·~·of rnte-riot .··· ..... ' ; .. ::-. .-.. ~--
.: .. : Sec~etary .of ·the··TT1~istee.$hip .. Coµncii.,.· lh1.i.tetl: NatioJ1s· ·.:· 

· United Nations General Assembly . . . . 
·u.s. Senator Allen· Cranston · · 
George Allan, J\ttorney at Law 
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Dr. Robert Seamans 
Office Energy R2search & D:=velopment Admin. 
Washington, D. C. 20545 

., 

TELEPHONE 
(213) 390-7860 

Re-: Our Client: People of Utirik Atoll, Marshall Islands 
Negligence - March 1, 1954 

I:ear Sir: 

This office has been retained by the People of Utirik Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, United Nations Trusteeship, to seek compensation 
on their behalf for damages they have suffered as a result of the 
negligence of the United States Goverrunent in the detonation of a 
nuclear device on .March 1, 1954. 

For the last 22 years our clients have suffered from the effects 
of their e:x.-posure to radiation with only token comrensation ami 
periodic m:=dical treatment which can only be described as e:xp~ri.mentation. 
Along with the high degree of thyroid tumors, including mali6'11<incy, 
among the e~-posecl population, evidence has been detected b1at second 
generation cJ1ildren are being genetically afflicted. Besides the 
direct physical damage, the entire polulation of ilie atoll suffers 
from the emotional and psychologiL:dJ. effects of Li1e expectation -u::: 
continuing health problems. Your agency should be well aware of the 
enviornmental impact the radiation has had upon the flora and fauna 
of Utirik Atoll. Now that the fonner residents of Bikini Atoll have 
been compensated for their property losses by Congressional action, 
it is time that the people of Utirik Atoll shall be compensated for · 
the loss of life, continuing diseases, threat of disease, altered 
environment and the humiliation of being treated as human guinea pigs. 

There are still 40 persons alive in the CA-posed group living on the 
Atoll. This office now dernmlcls mat each and every member of that 
group be compensated in the swn of One ~tillion Dollars ($1,000,000.00) 
for physical and psychological injury. Further dem:mcl is made on 
behalf of all other inhabitants of the Atoll in the sum of Sixty 
Million DJllars ($60, 000; 000. 00) for psyd1ological, errotional and 
enviormental damages. 
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TI1is office has in its possession a large amotmt of documentation 
supporting the negligence involved in the i\brch 1, 1954 detonation 
which has caused the dmnages, as Hell as doclllrentation supporting 
the extent of these damages. We feel confident that your agency 
has access to most, if not all, of this material, since most are 
the results of studies sponsored by the United States Energy 
Research and revelopment Administration, fonnerly kno1m as the · 
Atomic Energy Commission. 

Our clienLs are continuing to suffer disease and loss of life and 
land use as a result of this incident. In fact, the U. S. Energy 
Research and Development Administration has cancelled a December, 
1976 medical survey e.xpedi tion to the Atoll as a direct result of 
our clients demand for compensation. This office urges that such 
a survey be conducted immediately and that our clients not suffer 
further as a result of their efforts to seek redress for the wrongs 
they have suffered. 

This office will pursue our clients' claims to every level of National 
and International administration. We feel that the precedent of the 
people of the Bikink Atoll should now be applied to the bodily and 
psychological injuries of our c:-lients. 

Thi~ cffice will be :1appy to fumisi1 any infonnati::::. regarding e:Jr 
clients' claim and expect an immediate response to our demands. 

r:-ours t~tl:x-

\_)< 2u q /S:J:._9_ 

1. 

~NALD G. ,.BAKAL 

RGB:lm 
cc: Aplos Kios, Iroij (01.ief) of Utirik Atoll 

Robert A. Conard, M.D., U.S. Energy Research and Development· 
Administration 

Fred Zeder, U.S. Tupartment of Interior. 
Secretary of the Trusteeship Cotmcil, United Nations 
United Nations General Assembly 
U.S. Senator Allen Cranston 
George Allan, Attorney at Law 
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