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Novewber 15, 1976

Fred M, Zeder
U.S. Dept. of the Tnterior Rm 43i2
Washington D.C. 20240

Roo Quu CQlient: Poople of Utirik ALoll, Marshall Islands
Noglipence - Mirch 1, 1954

Dear Sir: ]

This office has been retained by the People of ltirik Atoll,
Marshall Islands, United Nations Trusteeship, to scek conpensatien
on their behalf fov damages they have suffered as a reosult of the
negligence of the United States Covernment in the detonation of o
nuclear device on dMarch 1, 1954,

For the last 22 vears our clients have suffered from the cffects

of their exposure te radiation with only token compensation aid
periodic medical treatment which can only be described as experimentation.
Along with the high derree of tiyroid tumors, including malignongy,
among thie exposed populatics, cvidence huas been detected that secend
generation childion are being gonetically aiflicted. Uesides the
direct physical damage, the entive polulation of the atull suf{ers
from the crotional wnd psychiological effects of the expectation of
continuing health probless.  Your agency shoeuld boe well oware of the
cnviorniental impact the radiatien has had vpen the flora and fawn
of Utivik Atold. MNow that the former residonts of Bikinl Atell hove
Leen compoensated for their preperty losses by Congressicnel action,

1T 1s time that the people of Uririk Atell shall he compensated for
the Joss of life, continuing discases, threat of discase, altered
enviroment wnd the humiliction of being treated as hwman guinga piys.

There ore <Cill 40 person:z ulive in the expesed gromp living on the
Ao11. This office now demands that cach aad every pember of thut
group be coxponsated in the sum of Onc Millica lollars ($1,600,003.¢0)
for physical and psychological injury. Iuriher demand is made on
Pohal{ ol ull otier inhabitonts of the Atell in the sum of Sixty
Millien Dollaws (S00,000,000.00) o psycholopicat, eapiional and
enviomental damages. : -
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This office has in its possession a laree armunt ¢f docimentatien
JUﬂp01fknv the hugllﬂanc invelved in the March 1, 1854 detonation
wvhich has caused the damages, as well as docy ucntafion supporting
the CXtCht of thera daeges.  We el confidont that your agency
has access to most, if not all, of this material, since most arc
the results of stuldies sponsoved hy rhe United Stetes Pnergy
Pesearch and Developuent Adieindstration, fowmerly hnown as the
Atomic Encvgy Lonmn~s1on

Our clients are continuing te zuffer disease and joss of life and
lond use @s a vesvlt of this incident. In fact, the U. S. Energy
Rescarch and Mevelopmont Adainistration has cmcelled a Decanber,
1870 medical survey expedition to the Atoll as a direct result of
our clivats demend for COHWCH,QLJUH. This office urges that such

a survey be conductod immcdiately and Cho: our clicnts not suffer
further as a lC“HlL oiothedr ciio1ts to seck redress for the wiongs
they have suffored

This office 'Lll pursue our clients' claims to cvevry level of National
and Intemnational administration. We foel that the precedent of the
peopic of the RLLLnk Atol) should now bz gpplied to the bodily and
psychologicual injurics of our clients.

This office will be hopoy to furaish any information recarding onr
clients' claim and expoct an dmmediate response to our demimds.

Yours tiuly,
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RU\\:D G. BARAL )

RGB:1m
cc: Aplos Kios, 1roij ((hicf) of Utirvik Atoll
Robert AL Comard, M.D., U.S. Pnorey Rescarch and Davelopment
’ Administration
Fred Zeder, U.S. Department of Interior
Secretavy of the Trasteeshin Council, Wiitcd Nations
United Nations Geneval Asscibly
U.S. enator Allen Cranston
Gooxpe Ailan, Attomey at las
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