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Never let na tients be unammomoani.ed when taken out of the Trust Terratory. 

Realizing the difficulties imposed by lar,gu.age barrier almost all patients 
taker, to the U.S. for trec:tment have been accompanied by Marshallese attendants. 
On about two occassion~, for various reasons, this did not occur. The he:!lth of 
these patients, however, 1;as entirely satisfactory for travel unattended and the 
airline hostesses were most attentive to them. Every effort will be made in the 
future to have all patients accompanied by Harshalles attendants when traveling 
outside the Trust Terratory. 

Crea te a mechanism for better interaction between doctor and vatient. 

On completion of the medical examination the doctors have attempted to 
exPlain the findings and treatme~t recommended to each person. This has so~e
times been difficult due to lll1availability of interpreters at the time. Every 
~ffort will be made to imporve this situation in the new expanded medical program 
being instituted. Though everyone on the Island w~ll have a.• oppc~tili~ity to be 
examined, there will be more medical personnel and interpreters available and 
there vill be an opportunity for personal interviews with each person examined 
to discuss findings and treatment. 

We want the Al'.;C doctors to take care of all our diseases and ailments uith the 
same thoroughness as for thyroid diseases. 

While the physicains are on the outer Isl2.nds, both at the time of the 
a:-:nual examinations and the quarterly ·visit by the Resident Physician, every 
effort will be made to give every patient the best treatment possible. As ±n 
the past ariy disease that develops in an e:;..-posed person that appears to be re
lated to radiation exposure may be taken to the U.S. for further diagnosis and 
trectment as in the case of those with thyroid noduJ.es. Most patients, ho~ever, 
that require hospitalization will be treated in the Trust Terratory hospitals. 
The AEC Hesidant Physician will assist the Trust Terratory medical personnel in 
giving the most thorough treatment possible. If the patient cannot be given 
the best treatment in the Trust Terratory they will be taken to other hospitals 
for treatmento 

He need some people to come to the Island and thoroughly e>..-olain to us what 
heonened in 1954 and what is the oresent ~tate of radioactive contc_mination. 

F1st it should b~ said that there has been continued assessment of the 
radiological :Aa£a<fiE.1fl::ttZ::1P'Q'dil.e- '.!. i "Ji~ on Rongelap, Utirik and Bikini. Mcmy 
tests have been and are being made on soil, plants, water and on persons 
living on the islands by measurement of radiation in individuals and radiation 
checks of urine. The resuits indicate that the levels of exposure are so 
low as not to present a serious threat to their health. In the near future 
an areal survey for radiation in the northern M::i.rshalls is planned which 
should give netter information on the outlying islands of the atolls. It is 
also planned to invite several radiological scientists from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency to co.rry out an independent evaluation of the rc.diological 
situation on these islands at the time of this survey. 

With regard to education of the people on these islands about radiation a~d 
its effects it is planned that Dr. Jan Nadu, .ausc:Lentist from India, will visit 
the islands of Rongelap and Utirik for serrertl ueeks on each atoll and early ou.t 
M e::lucatioi,sl progre.m on this subject using illu~ trated lectures and demon-

stration s. 



Can ve have a better cancer detecrion oro2ram? 

It is surprising that a request shoulcl be made for a better cancer detection 
program. This part of the medical e:xarr>inations of the Ronee~ap and ITtirik pemple 
is given the greatest emphasis. Nany tests for cancer are carried 0 1.i t at the time 
of the visits to the islands a:-id also on material brought to the U.S. for study. 
So:ne o.f these tests include in addition to complete physical examination, x-rays 
and examination of blood, urine and other body secretions. Some of the best 
medical specialists in the U.S. ar.d Japan have been envolved in the cancer 
detection program, either participating in the surveys or examining material 
a~:d giving advice back in the U.S. There is a continuous search for:r new tests 
to be added. It is Ufl..fortu.~ate that the people are not aware of the extensive
ness of the medical program • 

. We want the medical suoolies for the disnensary brought from AEC on Kwajalein 
and brought in on the LCU. 

If drugs are needed for the dispensary at Rongelap which cannot be furnished 
by the Trust Terra.tory an' attempt will be made to procure the drugs from the 
Kwajalein dispensary and brircg them in on the LCU. 

In ~hrch the examinations disruot the whole village rhyt~~. It is reauested that 
food for the whole island be furnished for the entire ti:r:e of the stay of the 
mecical tea.m. 

It is admitted that there is sufficient disruption of the village life 
to affect food gataering and preperation during the examinations to warrant 
so:'1e degree of..,J;?od subsidization. It is therefore agree:il that a reasonable 
arr:ount of food"be furnished the village for the period of the actual examina
tions. This is usually about J days, though the team may be on the island 
longer. 
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