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· ~. · : · x AiQ ~o-i. ior .. t:Qe :: ~~opi~· o.f~ aikini, . who -.re ~· 
off thoix- ·atoll .in 1946 so tluit the ~ted ;:»~tes could ~ 
~uclea.r. ~'apons tests.~; .J · u wr:it:ing \t<> '•~lt your. aaalat:a'X"O 
l.n ·revie¥1.nq the rnet:J¥>i!o~09Y,·" resulw~and. ~nclusions of ~t 
rai.diol0qie,al ·and medical stu:di'es at n:·Jd.ni .. · 

. . . ... . ~ ' . ' ' ... : ·. .· , •, 

. · : . :. Fi;OOI 194.fj-to. 1958,•·the United States detonat.d 23 
nuclear ~:vices. at »ixini, ineluding ptelMarch 1, ·19s• ~~ 
~ ~t. •ar~vo. t1 }.h_ 19:67,.; itlne _yea~a · ~fttr Pr~sident lUs..em
h~r declared a moratorium on.abnospp.etl.c nucle~r te•~, t:-00 
Atoeic Eoargy ConunilG"SiOIL (AEC:)' conducted' a.· t'.adiolo9ical av.r?OYJ' 
of 8.Udni· t.o ·~e~sure its safety; ; -An d:·HoC.,.Cotrunittee ~Dt.fN br ~UC reviewttd ~e resulta:o~·th ;s~y_and dee~ t.Mt. 
S1tlni W4l• · 'tonce again --safe £or 'b~ 12.ahi~on~" Tln report 
concluded: . · . ·. . .~. '. . .' . · · · · . : ' . ,,_ 

.··•The· exposures· •. ti>. r~diation1 that would. re5ult 

. !rorn ·the repatriation ·of 9 BiltitU.. people de 
.net offer•.·.· ·.•ignific~nt .. thr •t ·~.:tl\eir health 
and I Gaf;ety • ~,. · . . . . .. ··. . 

Pv;cordint:zly, .~n .Auqus·t .. i2~ ~19~Bi Presi6e~t. Joh.nso.n ~ 
t.h.'!t radiation ·levels· on ~ik.ini Atoll \Jere Jow enough to all<XI 
c•fe rMett~ernent~ · · · . · : .· ·.·· · · . , · · ·· · · . · · · ~ 
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ur. uen>en ve.F:~er ·:-~ .':. : · , l:.. _·:. 1· '.. , 
J'uoe 22, .1979 ' ....... · .... ,_ ... ·~ . ( J .· 
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'; •' . '·" ,..,.>, .. : •: .. ,:.,. ·•:L. • i'.·'·· ·.1.~ ..... · 

in p~r,.a~~n~~/~~~~!;!~f~i~~ ~~~n~o~J:edin t!"' 
~ni~ BUdni~s ."safety.·'.. -..One1 ~c · of:fjici•I .t;tated ·.in 1H9 
thatt. •the.re is : v:irtu~ly ·~Il.~ .-ra.d~atio~ a·flft/ and ~ can tiad 
no discern.able f!!ffeat: on eith.e.r;:;planti or:.-111fmal _ li.f'e. • ~ 
197.l.'.,. tlle:~irector-. o!··llE~_·s 'l:)i'Vis:ion bf' Ope;rational s.ietr 
r~ ~that ';7e i.1 ~ate:t ~ ~a~_les '~a.d ~i,i 1~-~n from .. ~al 
locatio.na on Bik~ni Isl~·ovec~.a-pefp-od.~.f.:ltime and that. 

·c~ ~ r~:!:::~;t;~e::::~:: Ir!i:t:::: :::.:· 
incraJLJ1in9 · o.~ncern <?_Ver ~e _at.o-l~~·~-s~fet.r~:~·an? in 1975 ~ 
!>ro.u;;Jbt J\. •court . ac_pl.oh ·to .. seek , an :µrd¢r- ch.rect.ing the tm.i ted 
S~tes to _Wl1duct. a: :tb()r~Ugb,:rad.iolog~cal aUrvey of tbs •toll 
t~ ~e ... Arid assess, its· saf~ty.! .... ·1ni .the. ·cou. rt co11pl~ .. ~ 
lH.ki.nians openly concea.ed. their ignorllilce ·~ ti> Bikini 1 • u.!ctyi 

· · ~-; ·:'-.: •f-or: 'u~:·~tc;_·lb8.k~-.~<i~~i1i9~nt.~ision td 
· · : .resettl.e Bikini Atoll .. :we milst .he. able to 
. ··~ wei<Jb ()Ur· ®sire anti· return

1 
aga~t t.he 

. ra<tl.ological (isks 'Or · returhing. ~ We ·have 
.• t\Ot. ·.~een ·p~~Vided with. that! l.nfi;:>ritf,.t:Lon 

. · . in a -form tllat we can unders tan~. lie 
. . . · ... ·· .... ·· . : . . ·.· ·. ·.·. ·. . •.. >I·.. ·. : . 

J\ ft.er ~ral years of·· li Ugatiori. and' set:t.,l.bnent di~~iOll&, 
the United Sta:tes agc~d .to.··t;onduct a! thor~gh radioloq.ical 
study, including aerial· radiotion sunreys·and:terrestrlu ~ 
!!ikrina •tue!ie.s 1 ··.Of Bikini and; thir---veen other island& Cld etolla 
:i,n t:he-11,»rthem· Mat'sball I~lands thati received fallout ·~ 
one or llorf! o! .the u.s .. :nuclett· tests: in [·the:. Pacific. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 
··The sl1rvey· 'fits :eondllct~d in: late 1'978, and ~ of ~ 

re&ul ta froin: the .iaeri~l s·urveys have ~een. :r~le ns7d. , 8il)fo.ro t..~ 
r>urvey tfu_ even oondocted, · · h?.ir~ver;. rn~dical:.:exa~1nat10Wt C)n

(h1cbl=d in April; ·1978·J Qn .the: i4S rpeople ·~o bad been JeO"IWd .N,clt 
to Bikini·: in the ~arly ~1970r~ ;showed body ·bW:-dens ao hith that 
it w.a.s ~saary t.o mov~ thexa. 1 off· Bikini l.JJllllld. 

. . . . . . . . . . , . . I . . <, .· . 

. . . . : . &a&e<1 on ·th~se ·. ~edi~al ex.MSi na~f'lii and pnzl;hdllLry 
r'ht>ulU. ftosn.the radioloqicalisurciey., Tthe Uriited suteo bu 
~::1nonnced-that Bikin.i;Islandiwill·be.<;>ff 1lliiits for habite.tioii 
or r.tvi-icW.tural u~e.f_or appr~ximate1y1~0 years. .. and that~ 
I~lruid in •ikini Atoll ·will be off· lirilits. !or at lcut 2G-25 
~~- •' . 1. 

·.. ·• ., . . . . . . . . . . I . . 
. · · · 'nl~ Bikini.a~', who .''.~re ·c·onf~t.ed. t>Y.~ the con!l.i~ 

infnnaation they .. have.~r~ived.over the yeus, do not \mdar
utan.d ~-I ••rlier· iiuneY& ~f IUkini. w 're .~~neou.s. •1 
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have,· miderstandably/"'io~t llll trust ln 11.S': cove~ 
M:i.ntiata." ,.. . . . . 1· -

. : ~ . ~ _,.· .... : .. · . . . , ·. . •· .. . . . ~ .... . :: .. ·. . .. ·.' . . \ . · ... .,: . . .·. . . I . . : I 
. . ·. 1· -~xpr-essM. ·these' views ·on ~ehal'f 6£ the p~l• of 

5iti.Di la•t month in;rem:arke to the lij:lited- Nations Tro...~.hiJ> 
Council (see attachment at paqes 10-11.),' 1;md· I reqUes:t.4 t1M1t 
.JAn irrte.rnationa}; comt'.rlttee: of·:scienti•ts .. ··naving no ~ioa 
"7ith or interest ·in:t.he· Q~S. ~.9.overnmept OF~'.1:-he u.s. mk-.l.eu: 
tefj:t:.:ing pro.gram, i~eµdenµy:'review 1 and •&ses& the. ~W.u 
lllld conc.Iusions c! the northern Marsh.all ~Islands r•diOlQ9iCll.l 
sul:"'l'CY•; specifically'i4s .they:•pply. to\;the'·nfety of B-ildci 
~nd·~·'telan~s. iri·Bikini·Ati>ll. ·Last week~ I made tbi•·~ 
r~t tO 'the u.s. :'9overnmeµ't;'"·'srig~$ting- th-Z>t the united 
st.a~ ·.fund·an·independentassessrl\eot;or .t:rut:survey by fl ccwa
~it~ of·· intematienal. ~ciehtists or j per,haps filnd sov.ral 
it~ .aesessrneJl.ts.b)' -!nd,iVidual[ non-Vrdted St.t.81 

5Cieft~.ta~· ... ·~: .... ·::' ; ··: .. ··. <.··. :·:.':_. .· .. ·· ... ·· j ·; .• : .. · :: · . 

· · Civen the i-.po,tte.nce of this stµ:v~ to the futrtte 
of the Bikin.ians, :' t.he' pU_t Jii.gtakes of u .. S.t}~c~entista ia 
~-=Hi~ and/or· .asseasing. the. safety 1 of '.Bikini. and the 
uncertai~es• conce~g·;tjie long-terift e:f~ed:t of low l~la 
of r•di•tion, I believe that it is inithe.. iQterests of all 
p~rtiea to seek .independent assessmen of-the survey •. Al
thoUQ'h.t h&ve not·yet receiv~a a form l r~pl,y froar. th~ Uni~ 
F.ta.te. vov~rnment. : I am hopeful that It \itll :re&pond f"e.vor~ly 
to t:be :9ildnians, . reouest. . . . . 

~ - . ' 

Jn theieventthat the unite~ st~te~ does Ac;Jr@<(t to 
fv.nd an independent r.evi~ of it.he. norµ.ern,iriµt.rshall Ial~ 
r~diological survey, 1 would,you be'interested in parti~tiA; 
in this :~lew? so:me "of the broa<.1 qu~,stioriil' the BiltinlU¥t 
s~k to·b1r;ve,answered a.re1tb~ following: . ~ 

........ '. .- ....... ._ ; ..... '··· • · ·· .. ; ". ; . ·· \. . ·'I . 

. . · ·. : .. ~- .· , W~s .the p~op~r· .. Jli~thddoloqy· ~~ed in the · 
northern Har6halls 6UXVey? · .'. · · · \ · · : .· .1: . 

. -- . Did the. s-Urvey: ~ploy bie ~t available 
t0cllnol~cal teclmiques , and ec;tUipment? ' · ·· : 

. . . . . . . .. . . .· . I :: 
· · . ···-~ · Are the datit'cdllected 1 fr°"1 :tbe survey ~tci 

.~ n.d rel:lab le? . · i 
. I 

I 

. Are ·th·e .conc1usiori.s,· p~~dictionz. a.nd rilJl=. 
0.:5~H~:B~tO Concemim); the fut,.~re s;af~ty 0.f :iikini and l~ 
Irr;lflnd.s ·wlid? An aJ1;llysiS of t;b.is ·1~sue .".IC>Uld. o! cOW..?Ai, 
fr'.'.iNHJ#itat.o a. .review 1 of both. ~e· su.rvey a.Qd ·.~e April,· 197' 
tt~dicu •xa.inati.cmat . .- : · ,-. ·• .. ~ · .· .. · ·. . · . 
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Dr. Berbeit Vetter 
Jtu:>e 22, '19i9 .· . 
P~ge Fottt. ·. 

. -. 

·~·: .. ~··. .... 
.) ' • •• j 

.. .'.I~ yoµ would be .. interes~ct in participatinv 1n thig 
project .. please let. me .'kn.ov ·at your earli&St co.nvenieM:e,. J f 
you vi-.h, ·J will .send Yen+ ·detirll:e:d i.nfo.rWati0n concenibG tbe 
a~ -.Mt .. the med~cal -ex~ns. ·! ::. · · 

·.. ·'"".,., ..... . . . . . . _, ..... · . . . .- . I . -.'.: 
': r··/).ook', fo.rWard .tc)" hearing, ·fioJl 'Yotl.: :soon. 
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