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I-I-bomb f allotll · 

victims to get 
surg~ry here 

o New verk TlmK Service 

NEW YORK - On March l, 1954, a 
iiydrogen bomb exploding at Bikini Atoll 
1:ast a cloud of radioactive coral dust that 
J::.ter rained down unexpectedly on islands 
:·ar downwind as well as on a .iapaiw>e 
fishing boat. 

This week two more n;itivP.s of Ronge­
'.J!l Island, 125 miles from the si1e of the 
h\ast, will be operated on for th~·roHI al:llwr­
malilies. One was in his rnother"s womh at 
; 11e time of the test explosion. 

The operations will be done al Cleve-
1<'md Metropolitan General Jlospital. 

The surgery will bring to 25 the m11n­
h1'r of islanders who have undergone s11ch 
';·catmmt •luring the past 20 years. Ap;1 rt 
1'rom those conceiver! b11l not yet born, 
~here were 89 people on the i~ia.~d '.'.'hrn 1 he 
·adioactive debris fell. 

One had died of leukrrni~. U( t11e 17 
.• i10 were less than lO years old at Lne time, 
- tl but two have developed nodules or tu­
:nors of the thyroid gland and in two cases 
r.e thyroid failed to func~ion entirely rnd 

'.:1e growth of the children \\:as st1.t~t~d. 
:\ow, because of treatment with art1fJc1al 
•hyroid hormones, the children's normal 
rrowth bas resumed. 

In the course of the follow-up medical 
program, four operations rcveabl cancer­
rius tumors of the thyroid, (,iie in a resident 
,1f another island, Rongerik, where the ex­
'.'lOSure to radiation was cL1r.side1;atly le:"· 

According to Dr. Rob~n Con«rd, head 
o! the medical team that has pNiodically 
,·isited the island, the Rongerik case may 
be one of the small number of thyroid tu­
mors that occur naturally. 

The results of his most recent visit and 
the continuiug i•ccd for :'ur.gcry were re­
ported by the Friends oi l\'1icroneoia, an 
oq:anization based in Berkeley, Calif. Con-
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ard, rcac:hcc! .Jy wlephonc ;it the Bro.1kha­
ven :'.\;itior,al L;iboralOr~' ;iJ<"r Upton, .'\.Y., 
where he i.' ba~cd, conErmc<I ti1c repon _ 

Although the isiai.ds where the !1twlear 
tests took place arc no longer d<m<>crously 
r::idioactive, it is still unsafe to eat"'cornnut I 
(_·~:abs irom the rorth <~11d uf Hongelap. Con- : 
,1rd said that <i[iparently tile crabs e.it tlleir • 
?~vn shells, th Lis pcrpet~'?ctil1g "rel<.1 ively 
mgh level of such substan~es as stro;~tium 
90. 

A third ca,e uncoverc1. !Jy the ::uc:er.­
ing prngrarn. a woma:1 norr ·15 years old, 
who moved to the island ::iftcr the blast 
will also b.~ O)er~ttcd on. ' 

Tlie \\'Omhn wa~ p:.l'~ d <1 '"cn1:l.rol" 
group of islant'.cs not e:,;iosed to the origi­
nal fallout wh'l there-fore cou:<; H;rvc .. s ;;, 
basis for estim::..ti~g thJ ;.JJ'cc1s of expo:;;::·,;;_ 

Examination of tte •roman 3 iew 

weeks ago tlisclosecl thyruid :l(i(.ll:i· ; <ii;1! 
iiormally prove n<irmle~s. \\'bi!r, ;,c r,. dG 
not appear to L0 cancerous. \:,uJE:CJ :od 
they are bein;; removed as a p:";c;,t:ti:,(, ' 

Dr. Con<1r<l :ind the tiJ;·ee J1ai ien:.•. :-.rP. 
expected to ;:rrive at 1:30 p.m lo'j<<:' ;,t 
Cleveland II0pljns Internatic1nal Airpori 

Surgery will be tomorr0v: <.n<l \\'·:::;-.., 
day, Dr. Co1nrd told The Plain Dc;i.(':· i:. ·t 
ni~ht. 

He said '<1(; .)<1tJents arl· •xnc·:< -'~ J• 
•·e:~1ain in • -, 1.J·-µi~~l abu::t ;, \':-,,:_l; ~~ir­
~f!)' \\"il1 1~-~ . J"icl~n:..;d by D1 :-_~;-.:i-. 1::1 ~iuf . 
·-Jy~;s off; - - :·r_, _;olitan Cienc :~.l ~: -~-l!i. 

Dr. (.;r,~,, :_ ,,:d he has Le·.'.:~ v ,,r;,r .. ' 
~1v~cly \ritit D! .)obbyn.s for ti .··2 ,·('J:·s :r1 l 
1~~is brcu-~:-:t t!.ree vr fot..:.r 1,;~::(!n!:: li~·· e ,,._ 
year ior ~.a.:: .. -.:.cf::ry. The t~.\-. ·-=·-.:d .. : .~· ·- .11.s~ 
;sts oi ex .. m; .. ,:~·on of th~ 'n0dulco ,,__ ,. ;. 
moving tile r!: -e~i;J•d ~ec!.ion, D~· , -
saic! 

A dent:,; .. re ::1 the Maroh;:1: },_ 
wili accon:p,~-.:- r'.h- group as i:·,tc rvr-· ·' 
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