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Last of three articles. 

By BRUCE DENSON" 
,.\,f,·,.rri,..-r Srirnrr--\'t'ri1rr .. ; -~-. 

~ .. ' 
RUN IT ISLAND, Enewetak _: 

White moths danced, in. and out or. 
the shrubs of 5c:ievol~' as a true!< 
j,iggl.?<l down a n:ttP.d road in low 
gear toward ground zero •. lt's·a·"safe. · 
pl;ice f.pr a casual visit. said Capt. 
Chuck Day, but everyone· nervously 
kept gla::cing anyway toward his 
geiger counter. , 

H.unit was the site of several nu
clear explosions in the U.S. weapons
testing program or the cold war. One 
fell an overwhelming desire to sud-_ 
clcnly learn more nbout alpha. betil 
and gamma rnys as. the truck 
bounced toward two cr:ilers al the 
northern end of the littl~ island. 

The radioactive hali-lives of con-
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tamin::l!ed· debris that len~th o! 
time for the radioactivity to natural-

. ly re-cluc:e itseU by one-half - rnngcs 
from five years for cobalt 60 to 2·1.-
000 vears for plutonium. Theoretical
ly, the amount of plulonium on H:mit 
would h:we· to go throu,!!h. IO h;:ilf. 
live~. or 2,l0.CC0· ye;irs. br.forr. il i:; 
<leb::ised to an environmental t~~:el 
safe for people to live here. 

After· a cleanup op~:-a:ior. now 
under way, limited access to the is
land will be allowed for shon peri
ods but it will remain quarantined to 
prohibit perma~1ent residents. 

To e<ise tension aboarrl the tn1l·k. 
several b<id jokes a re told. Th.:: 
troops assigned to c:lc;in up the 
rn<lioactive debris at Eneweta:- arc 
ordering a specirtl T-shirt. sa:v~: 
someone. It will hnvt~ a fro.!', -- with 
two he:1ds - ancl beneath. the 
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mi.:t<1tcd c:-~;,it11re. will be s::iying: 
"Runit:· 

"Hey, Chuck. we .. rc ·just rarliant 
with enthusiasm about this visit." 
savs . .:inothcr. 

Survey parties have c::impt~cl and 
worked on Hunit befort~ without anv 
nr0:.;!r:ti'le clothin~. ·out todny rvcr~~~ 
(;:-:~is iittcd out in rubber bo<Jt:.> t.1110 
two face masks r;1ade of paper. on!.". 
ever th~ other. 

.Runit is the .. hottest" of thr. 40 is
land.:; in the Enewctak atoll. partly 
\)<?c:~ll.5<.' of !argr.- amounts or twi~tC'<I 
r:ietal debris and partly bec<111st- two 
cxulosions blew a r:ood d,>al 1,( plu
t1Jnium :icross it~ l'1nd~c:ip.~. 

On.:: ~-J3w;1ii scientist wh'1 c:impt!d 
:it the cr'1trrs for a month was call· 
1:cl to the :'llainl:incl rcc1::'ltly for :1 
wtw!c h<'dy count nf radir:n11dic!~·-;. 
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an atcmic species ot spontai1cously emitted radia
tion. Although the:· t cs ts rcvc;ilcd nothing unto
w;.H·d. they arc indicatiye of a· c:tt!tion borderinr: 
on uncertainty about exposure lo places like 
nu nil. 

On nunit, two of the many detonations carved 
craters - Cactu5 and L:iCrossc - ;ind it is into 
C:ictus that troops of the 6-1th ·r-:nI:incering Datta!· 
icn from Schofield Barrncks in llawuii will be 
burying radioactive wastes. i .:.: 

Two troop tc<ims will sweep across the rest or 
the ntoll while 88 pcrsuns of Tc:um C will J!o to 
work on Hunit. With" th;,:m Ill all times will be 
e:ii::ht or nine r:icliologic;il s:1foty offit·crs. part or a 
grou;> cf G:J persons directly resµonsiblc for radio-
lo\~ical l'Ontrol. . · 

'We will be cont·crncd ;1bout the s:ifcty or the 
men cuing lhe ,.;.ork as well as ourselves,"· s:iid 
C:.ipt. Day. "l::ach person and his tools \..,ill be 
continuously monitored with instruments. 

"Our biggest problem will be with the plutoni
um in the soil. Kicking it up in the dust ond rcsus
per.clin!! the plutonium in the. air is the bi::!!cst 
risk. Our feelings arc that lhc ,migration of plu· 
tonium should be very smu:J, b:i~.::d on our csli· 
mlltcs of !oat traffic and light vchides on the site. 

"We'll have to determine thi:;, however. by° 
::;ctual CX!::~ricnce. We'll br. conlrolling the dust by 
·..:.·:itcr sprinklin;:. <:nd by avoidinc brute force: on 
the soi!. We'll be removi;ig it at depths or 2 lo 3 
inches at n time, and of ccurs:? we'll closely watch' 
the wind." , · · · 

All of the troops and ra<l,ioloi:i~al safety officers· 

will be heavily drcs~cd in Lill protective cl~thin~·.-;<?} "I re.~e;,,bcr that in ~he· 1.950s, we u.scd to. say a ; 
and complC'te face m.:sks, itc. said. The :men will ·~','.:,,yealher delay cos~ us $l ~illion a day. Our opera- ~ 
work two h~urs, then take l'-:10 hours ofC:bc~aus~ ,; .t1onal. ~osu; running. t~rc~ t~ four months, were ·~ 
of the merciless tcmp1:rallll"o;, :. . ·, : . ·,: .. ;, _!.(;\maybe $100 to $150 mil hon ap1ccc.·: t 

Conta.minoted soil will be· "cic~iscd'! in pinches_:.;,'.~;;~;' Roy s~i? M belicyes thcr~ i~ an institutional as t 
placud ma canopy-covered dump truck nnd haul-:'?·;well ns personal mqral commnmcnt to make the , 
ed to c.actus crater lo be dumped imo its pit. •'/:·atoll sa!o"for tl)e ~11cwcta!< j'.lCOplc ~o resume their F 

But what is th~ level of risk? . }'.;_:;:,·wa.r of !He. . ;>:,'.'·' \.: i:; ~' '. ··· . . ·.. ~ 
."We have no specific analysis of safety in terms/·)·:.', };";RDA.has dev~lopcd w~nt .It's calling n ."dose , 

of a st:1tislical expecl::ition of numbers i)( c:inccr"S·iY commitment" for the Encwclak pc9ple. ·defined , 
or deaths,'.' s;iid Hoger iluy, assist:int manager o! ., ns~ the mnxirriu111. absorption of. radioactive ~ 
environment un<l safety"Cor the Energy Resca'rch·".· materiuls.lhey can receive without.risk. 
and Development Administrntion < EHDAl .. ·;we·:~: ·:'.'We hope the people will be here for a !if dime ~ 
just don't expect uny i::uy who comes out here to nnd for cenerntlons," Huy s:iicl.: }' 
end up with ::i crcater exposure than he would,; .... '.'.'So \Yhnt would. be Ul'Ceplublc: nurnjicrs in the , 
have had U he had stayed horn~. .'.·:.·way· of radiation for a i;:uy who i~ here only six >· 

"With the 'emission of any rays Crom the plu-( months. eating meals prepared entirely lro:n £ooJ ~ 
lnniurn, you're tnlkinl:: about a mo~cmcnt of lens.~ shipped in fronl outside --, .WCl!, thO$C numbers ~ 
of feel or yards,· not movement clenr across the ··:~.must be very much low~r for .these people. . r 
atoll." , . . : . -,: . .1.·, :•:it's that sort of cons1derat:on that ac_c•;,u1Hs 1or ~ 
P~op!e on the so~thcrn lsh1.nds of the at.ell tot.lay:;: u~ 'ue~yln~ qi~ atoll to them for. ~o many yc;irs." 1• 

:trc 111 the S{lme kmtl uf rud1o:iclivc environment ·~v77'7~-~~'""'"·-.. -.---. -,-.-.--.-~f 
that one would Ci.nd on the 1'11dnl:ind, he said. . : Y .,.. ~ - "" ·- ~ • · ' 

. · "ll you go to ~unit or other islands in the nor.th. )· 
you come up with levels \ha.:, _OV\!r a ·long period .. )· 
of time," would be three or four times ;;bove·. 
wha~·s acceptable. . . . · ·. ~ ·. ')i 

"So you start lucking at \\';1at you can rernov·c. ·} 
You can remove ;i piece of tontuminalcd iron ;._ }' 

·that's a gammn cri1itll!r. It's noing lob~ less easy 
to remove the soil.· · : . ':; · ·· i 

. Dcsides plutonium, the r:idiouctivc contami
irnnts nt Encwet:ik arc cesium, strontium !JO and 
cobult 60. The cost to rdrnbilitatc the ntoll for th\! i~ 
460 pe:ople who wish to live here is budgeted at S3:l · 
million and may n:n higher. But the money the 
United Stales sper.t in its IO·y~·ar testing progrum·· 
ran into the billions. recalls Illy. · 
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