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jaein case

of nuclear exiles

By RRUCE

Velvrrticer &

JAPTAN ISLAND, Encwctak —
The old man wearing the hat ol a
thres.star aeneral, Lwo slars mies.
ina, hrok" into a grin as the boat
drew nea

He ha d <p0\lr‘" Roger Ray amnng
the small party arriving that morn-
ing. I swauld be an oppartunity far
the twa of them o calch up on the
lalrst nosvs,

Tue palr mave cach n‘hnr a bear
hua, then Chicf Johanes Teter tyrn.
cd to welcome hisc olhine gursts.

The backarounds nf the two men
coald not he ntore dissimilar, Peler
is an iroij. a tradiionat chicl of the

Sccond of three articles

Encwetak people who had to lake his
peopie into cxile in 1947 to the atoll
of Ujaleng, 124 miles to !¢

Ray is a physicist, one of o hun-
dred scientists who assemblied the 43
nuclear devicrs that lore apart
much of Encvietak from 1213 1o 1958,
© They are working tagether now o
put the place back logether,

In mid-March of this year, the

he south-.
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[irst 57 of snme 460 Fnewcelak people
returned o the atell they had not
seen {or 29 vears. partly beeouse’
Ray felt that some of the f{ormer:
istanders should be present to help
in radiatinn cleanup operations that
have just siarted.

They chase to live on anlan Is-
tand, amang 12 judued already free
of radinactivé contamination’ It's

the enly ope of the 40 islands iR the &

atoll remaining with any kind af hxe-
supporting vepetation, :
The early return of some of !he
population is part of the planning
that bepan five years ago to assure
the Fnewetak ncm]c that they may
return in safetly
The return ol residents to the atoll .
of Bikini in 1970 was rife with misun-

derstandines, complicated by a
cleanup apcration that in retr ospccl .
as comrldc as'i

may not have bacen
necessary.

“We learned a lot o( ]Msom from'.
our experiences with Bikiui, and we
don't wanl to fepeat our’ mistakes
here,”” Ray had said during the ride
over to Japtan.

“fhey have hecendisolated on
Ujaleng,™ he said, “bul the coconut
wirgless 1s an excellent communicen-
tlons system, People on the various:
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ntolls get m(ormntxcn over lhcxr two-
way radios, and the field shipk sent

pul by the Trust Territory to hring’

supplies. They get their infarmation
in surprising depth.”

One problem is that the Fnewetak
nceopie, although intelligent and
{amiliar with the customs ol Ameri-
cans, have no words in thelr lan.

- of radicaclive conlaminalion,

return home greets visitors in the

uage to deseribe the complexities
The
closest word found to cxplain what
the nuclear age has lelt on their atall
is "poison.”

Ray cnmmissiened a J0-minule
{ilm {ive years arn to cxplain the
Enewetak cleanup operation, then
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middic of ““dewntown Japtan.™

had it (ranslated into Marshallese.
He engaged interpreters to sift
through the translation hulf a dozen
times. asking f{or translations back
into English over and over until he
was satisficd that the pcople of
Encwetak had a firm grasp of what
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Lhey were being asked (o come back to. a
On. the. dock..a man_had set out 2 ..

model. of 2 Marshallese sailing craft,

considered among the [inest_in the. .
world, to ‘display for l.e \-mtors Shy
. children gigeoled. o
Ismael Joha. one of- (htm.cwemk peo-

. ple and depuly district administrator for

the.Trust Territory, was the only person
on sz(an this merning who co.xld serve

““We are [ishing every.day. but ‘only
for what we can eal tonzht because we
have no salt to preserve the [ish."”" .John
said as-the parly strolled down lhe
beach.

*This came as a surprise (o Ray. who
got wrapped up in a conversation about
how much" salt uou]d be needed, and
what kind. * - -

John said the people spem many hoursv

on Ujaleng deciding who would be sent
back as the first returnees. They decided
on old people, who had lost the most and
had the least time left 1o recover what
the years had taken. And they decided to
send children, (radmovnl'y often carcd
for by their grandparents.

Some young -men and women have

" also. returned. Ray. had arranged the
previous morning for 14 Japtan residents

to work on Enewelak island with the
1.000 Army troops and civilians who will

‘carry out the cleanup..

*The questiom in my m "d is how their
jobs on Encwetak will affect them after
we've gone. We'll be paying them, and
that's poing to change a lot of the trad-
tional structure of the people. They still

.

live in a mos(ly cashJess economv on
Ujaleng, and that's what they will most-
ly be doing after we've lef{t. But at the
same time, they shouid have a part lo

“"play in the cleanup operalions.”

After a tour of the church and schoat,
housed in the same tin-rooled building.

~the-visitors sat-beneath a coconut lree

with Chief Peter and John.. e

The islands have changed. the chief
said. The buildings left behind are ail
right, “'but the lving isn't so good.” he '’
said. "It is net better than lijaleno.
There is no breadfruit. no pandanus. ihe
coconutls are not too healthy. Ujaleng is
better today because the food is much
better. We iike being here, but our lives
are starting all over.™ :

Anolher man in the meeting said there
is some fear of eating fish from the la-
Zoon because of the “poison,”” althougn
pxtensive studies indicate they are safe
to eat.

John became ill recv:nlly from eating
dog-tooth tuna caught in the lagoon, but
that apparently was a case of ciguetera
poisoning that had nothing tn do with
radiation. Ciguetera is a poorly under-
stood form of [ish poisoning, and one of

. the peripheral problems in lhe cleanup

ts whether the plan io dumop nonradiocac-
tive wastes into the lagoon will cause.
further ciguetera outbreaks.

As the bricl visit-ended. John was
asked U he believes many of the people
are uneasy about returning., “We have
planned this with Rozer and the others
for five years. Trie movie helped a jot. |
think the people undecstand that it's all
rignt for them row. We want to come
back.” -

Next: The burial at Runit Island.
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