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.l/\J'T/\N JSl.A~:D, En"·.,·i:-t:il. -
Tl~~ f'lri man \\"C'<;ring thr hnl r,f 11 

thrr:- ... ·~\:H r.('nc-r.1!. l\•.·o .i:;t;ir:::. r~1i-:.s

inr.. hroko:- in',o a r~rin ~s the hn:'Ll 
dr('w nrf!!". 

lie h;-.d ~roao::rl P.0g".:'r Tl.;-i~; :imr1nr~ 
the ~m;"lll p;1rt~· ;"1;rrivin1? th;-it r.iorn
in~. It •,•;n~Jld hr: :in orrn:·11inity for 
t~~ t\•:n r1[ tl1c-m to c:"l.lch ur on the 
l<t\"<;l n('·':!' i 

T::" r:i~r f'.:"JV{" ~·:-;-:h o:hl"r " hf'~i 
h11r:. then Cliid .Joh:in~5- rctr:r t!lrn
crl \0 wrlromc hie:. ol:v:r f-W'sls. 

The h;"1r:\.".c:r011nrJ.s n( the two men 
co:J\rl n•)l he more di.c:..i;imili!r. f'cl<'r 
is nn iroij, [\ tradili0n~d chic[ o( \hr 

Srrnnd nf chrrr nr!lrlrs 

E.nr:-wrt:-ii:: rl"oplc who h11d to l:ikc hi.c; 
people into c:-:ilc in 1!:1·17 to the r:.tnl\ 
of l.Jjalcng. 12·~ miles to the south-. 
west. 

H;'\y is a rhy.c:.icist. onC of n hlln
rlrr-~1 ~cicntist~ who asscm bkd the ·1:1 
n11clc.1r drvic".~ th ill I nrc :ip.i.n 
m1Jrh or f.nrv:r-1.a\{ from 1£> 13 lo 19:1~. 

I Thr\' :ire worbng \or,rlhcr 110w to 
( · put th~ pince hock Lo~c\her. 
I Jn mitJ.:.tarch of this yenr, the 

fir;.t '.ii nf ~n!l1r: ~GO Encwct:ik people 
fl"l11:-nrd to !hi:: nlril\ they h~d nol 
.crrn for '2'.l yc:ir.-;. p:'lrt\y bcco11sc 
n "l' lrlt !hot some of \he former 
i<:jL"\r.dcr~ shrJ11ld he prc!=.CHl to help 
in r:v!i;"\:inn clr:'\nur opcrRlions th::it 
h:-:\·c juq .sl:"Hlcd. 

They cho<r lo livr. on Jnplon l.<
hnc1. ;:imnnc. 12 judr!r:'d ;1lr1::-idv free 
o{ rnr!in~cti•Jf: r.r1nt;"lminatio~.' It's 
the- r:-nl~, 0r" of th'.' ·rn i~lr'l11cls in th<! 
;i\0\l rcm:-iining with nny kind nf life-
s11ppnrlin.c! \'~f.Clatinn. 

The r:ir!v r~turn 0( some of the 
pDr11J.1ti0n .j<; p:lrt of the p\.1nning 
th;it hcr~:in five yc:ir.s <1.c;o to as.sure 
the J-:nrv:ct:1k ncorlc lh;'lt tlv.:y may 
return in . .-:.i.frty. 

The return nf rrsidcnts to lhe ototl .. 
of Dikini in 1970 wns rife wilh misun· 
drrst;ir.r\inr!.<:.. cnmplic~tcd ·hy n 
("]l"':i.nnp nrcr;itiun th.1l in retrospect 
m;\y not h:n·c h~rn a~ comrlctc a3.! 
nc-cr.s:;<1r.v. 

"\\'c Jorned R lot of Jrssons from 
011r cxpc·riencc~ with Biki11i. nnd we 
don't wnnl ·lo i·epcnl our· niislnkcs 
hrrc," llny hnd s;iid during lhc ride 
Q\·rr lo .l;"1[1l:in. 

"The,· have h~en.i.,olnted on 
\Jjn!cng>' he ;nicl, "but the coconut 
wircli:-~, I.I\ nn cxcellf!nt cc·1nmunicn
tlons .1ystrm. People on ti1c vnrlou,; · 
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, , :one of f\rs( Encwcl:ik women lo return home grrcls visitors in the miucllc of "downtown J;1ptan." 
~ } r ' • I 

ntolls get in[ormntion over their two
;vay radios; and the field ship\ sen! 
cul by the Trust Territory lo hring· 
supplies. They gel their informolion 
in surpri.;ing depth." 

One prol•lem is thnl the P.nell'etak 
people, olthough intelligent nnrl 
Cninili:-ir with tl;e ,C:\l.SlOr.1!\ nr 1\n"\r-ri
cnns, hnve no words in their bn-

gu"ge to descrihc the complexities 
of rndioncli\"C~ conL'\min:-i.lion. The 
cloocst word found lo explain whot 
the nuclc~r age h;is left on their <Jtoll 
is ''poison." 

Hay cnrnmi.<,inncd n .10-minulc 
lilrn fi\'C~ yr:lrc; ;1,i;n to r~:pl:-:in tl1e 
Er.C'·sci;ik clr::-..:1i1p opcr~:ion, Lhcn 

hn<l it translated into Morsho\lcsc. 
l!c eog:iged inlrrpreters lo sift 
through the tr"nslot1on h:ilf n dozen 
time~. n:;king for trJ11~1.1tions b:ick 
into [;1~~li~.h o·,·er anci n•:cr 1:nt ii he: 
'"'ns 1;itis[icd th:1l the people of 
I:.:1~r;\•:2t~k harl J firr:"I g:-;:1sp of wh~t 
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Enewetal5: ·exiles "/ 

·1:""'-='~;"'"'l'\ 
~~:i-1-t..n.l~~-J.-J 

~e.Y. ~c~e -bei:ig asked •o come back to. 
On...the. doc'.'. a man.._h.Jd set out a. 

model of a ~11arsh:ill~st! sading craft. 
considcr~d .. ~mon~. l;,c finest_ in the.·· 
world, to "diSplJ.y for lhc visitors. Shy 
children giggled. _...... · - - ...... ··-··· 

· Ismae·I Joh.1. one of·the-Encwet:ik peo· 
ple and deputy district Jdministralor for 
L'1e·Trusl Territory, was the only person 
on J~ptan th1.:> morning "'.'·ho could :crvc 

"We arc-- fishing every .:day, bul "only 
{or what we can cat ~0:1.1ght b~causc we 
have no salt lo preserve the fish." John 
said as the party strolled down th"e 
beach: ' · « 

·This came as a surprise to. Ray, who 
got wrapped up in a conversatioi1 about 
how much 'alt would be needed. and 
what kind. 

John soid :he people spent many hours 
on Ujt1kn.?, decidin~ who would be sent 
back as the first returnees. They decided 
on old people. who h:Hi lost the most and 
had the leas! time left lo recover what 
the ye3rs h:J.d tziken. Arid they dccide<l to 
send children. trarlitiona!!y often cared 
for by their gr:::ir.dp:Her.ts. -

Some you:ig -men 3nd women have 
.. ~_also. returned. R:iy hJd :Jrr~n~!CU the 

·previou:J mornint! for I~ Japtan residents 
to work on £newel3k island wilh the 
1,000 Army trOG?S and civ11i.Jns who \viii 
·cJ·rry out the clcJ.nup . 
...... The qucstio;i- in my- 1:1ind is how their 
jobs on ·c:ncwet:ik will Jff~ct them after 
we've gone. W!!'ll be p:::iying them. and 
t:1at's r~oin~ to ch;inge :i lot of the trad
tional sLructu:-c of the peop!e. They still 

live in a mostly c:ishless economv on 
Ujaleng, and that's what they will ~ost
ly t;.., doin~ alter we·ve left. But :it the 
same time. they ~hould have a part to 

·play in the c]eJnup operations... ;> 
After a tour ol the church and schonl. ) 

housed in the same tin-roofed building. -. 
·· the-vi-sitor3 sat· beneath a C"'Oconut lr~e .J 

with Ch.ief Peter and John... • .......... '> 
The islands have changed. the chief / 

said. The build"1's left heh.ind :ire ail > 
right, ··bur ti'.e living isn't so good.·· he 
s:i\d .. "It is nc.t bettP.r lhan tlj~lPn~. 

There is no breadfruit. no pandanu:>. T~c 
coconuts arc not too heJlthy. Ujaleng is 
better today because the ico<l is much 
better. We like- ~tng here. but our lives 
are starting .Jll over.·· 

Another mln in the meeting said thc:-e 

.. 
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is some fear or eating fish from the la- \ 
,;oon because oi the "poison,"' althou~h 
P.Xtensive studies indicate they are safe 
to eat. 

John became iLl recently from eating 
dog-tooth tuna cau~ht in the lagoon. but '. 
that apparently .... ·as a case o( cigu~tf:.:3 
poisoning lhal h~d nothin~ tn do with 
L1diation. C1g:uc1era i.s a poorly under· 
stocxl form o( fish poisoninr:. and one or ) 

. the peripheral problems in the cleanup 
is whether the plan :o dumo nonradioac
tive wastes into the Llgo~n will cause 
further ci;:;ut:tera outt>reaks. 

As the bric{ visit ended. John· w.:ls 
~sked i1 he believes many of the people 
;1re uneasy about rctu:-nin~. ··we ~ave 
pl~irmed this w1•_h R.o=!t'!"' .1nd the othi:-rs 
for five years. Tr~e movie hc\pccJ J !oi. I 
think th~ people •_.znder~land th::it )t"s :JI! 
nght for them now. We want to come 
back." 

,°'v"cxt: Th(" burial al RuniL Island . 


