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"·, · ·. By lyl~ N~lson' 
;i j i · · ''" St.ar-Bul!e~ Write~ 
·1 ENE.WETAK; ~iARSHALL JS
LA.~'1 DS .- Slithcrin!!. thro'u·~h sh ;iJ. 
low waters over a dirty YC'llow cor:tl, 
!he mor;iy. ecL tried to hide under l 

ro_ck. Then it escaped our int~r~-;1, 
slithering back into the turquo1Se 
_blue waters of the bomb crater. 

The eel looke<l healthy. 
But 19 years a~o a firehall wit~ :i. 

sun-like· intensity blew the hole i:i 
the reef that now is· the peact·iuJ 
home of the fri~htened eel.. 
· The· moray lives to be 100, they 
say. " ..... : ... ·i ..... 

• But .the people issue is, how 
healthy is Enewetak Atoll tod:iy !or 
~or:!(!'; for -150 Marshallese isla:irlcrs 
'returning home from exile after a 
30-year forced .. displacement and 4J 
nuclear tests later?: ... :.;:; < .. : .. 

~ 'THE'EEL.,RARELY\~e~ people 
pee a use -the "crater is locatc-d on 
Run.it;,a long,_thin·part'of Enewetak 
.whose. soil· was. contaminated by a 
shower· of plutonium-Zn that made it 
an inhospitable land for humans. 
-: So the eel, and the white ferry 
terns in the scaevola brush have had 
the. island to themselves since the 
.£newetak.Provin~ Ground shut 
down for keeps in HlSR. endini: a dec
,;ide of keeping the Cold War warm. 
< ThC-:·Energy Research and Devel
opment. Administration (t;RDA), the 
new·name for the AEC, has conduct
ed environmental surveys in recent 
years, samplinc: the soil, the water 
t.1ble. the brush. the reef life to 
determine how "hot," how ch:in~c-<i. 
.how worthless this islet may b.e. · "· 
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T;(ANQUIL l..l.GCON AGAIN--hlar-.::h of t~ crtoll where tJ:!n<;\ .or1 

c.l..orgif"] l:cdc:. ·~· i 
L~ist ·.-.· .. r:..:: th~ .-\:-~y ;!~\"".' nt"''NS

rr.1•n .1 f:,..~·1 f ~~;'> '·1 ~.::1•''-''"'t.1'< u.·,,..r"" 
~ol.\1,·r~ frnm :;1·• S.·;,nf;~!:l ::J.uT:irk~ 

have l.1w1c~ ..... .i :1 ;_~l :n1!!:nn cl~:inup 
c{!nrt ... ·,;;..·1·:-.~! !u l.:t~c t·~·o y-:-.Jr:s: 
snrne .S.:ly·f1vc . 

.. ....,,, ._., .. 

. . . . . . ·l 
I3 EFOR E GO['\l'G :ashore at Runi 

we rl;irr<l a rlouble ~am:e rn;i~k ov~ 
our f.,ces, put rub.hers ov~r ou 
~hf)('s anrl wore a se·nsitivity bad!!( 
Whr.n l~~ trip ended· we were rnonj 
tored by in~trumcnts. that can detet 
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lecH~J'uro .\J\f~ ~ ~ Go 
: ~ 
j mi.":.e:, as jokcst

0

ers. lU;:;:c'itcd. · h'aw 
• m\lcb we ''ilowN." We dJdn't, 
i . \Ve tud· motori:d down a ::rJ.HY ·i path; the brus'n Sl:lp;>m.:: the sir!e:i o( 

our, truck. .On our l,;o!: w.:u the lr'ln~ 
;roovC. of· :.ln ir.i:nc~sc trc:i.ch J.u:: 
out tram a. i:oncr~ll: 'oloc k.~ousc .c,o 
tha.t insl!"'\Jmenls ir..-,.i1!1: ito:. slit op<n· 
ings. built lik~ .:t p1U~o."C. !or men, 
could·_·have a dc:ir ,oj~w down th~ 
trench .·rn<l into lhc r.:•c o! U:e while 
storm .:it ground "Zero. . 

These instrum,~nB ·.1;nuid. con.,·~:t 
the·story o( the hb~a. tolt1 i:'I r.\:lii
secoilds'·to jumpi."'I:.,", crr3tic lira·'\ nn 
a cr:iph; thcn p:-.-':o;:-;')?~'"""i remot-:
ly, ··.~hen n:c..,,·crcii in .l. h.Jrrowin;: 
J:r~~s Bond ch:l~.c.: , "..:.l 

·A:'HELICOPT!-:R ·l:'lr:ds nc;ir. the 
b!od::hnl1:"-~, · t.\i~ ""!'"~ i .. ~~·.: ~tr~r.:! ! 
suit'~. as· ·w ~·. -.·iSitnr fr nm another 
ga!a:'ty,"d:ishcs throur:~ J. conc:-cl'!' 
maze; 'tK:-ou~h thid::"'dt>~:!':'<l'" dO'lrs 
tO. the ~·photo pblcs.· Then he .\l::i;:i.'i 
th~in· into a. lc:td !:.'.\lchr.1. undrc:o.:i.cd, 
dreissed in ;a new prr>lcc 1.i\·~ ~uit tl'::1t 
is.wa.itinr,:·tor him. bJ.cY. :!uou::h t:'io:
mi\2e.to the hclicnptcr /">rt~~ rlJ'h 
to .. ~ncarby P::irr P:irry lsl.:tnd i::ow 
c:tllcd :\fcdrcn) ~or J. !J:lt~ :in<! J. b:tt~ 
foc...,the :helicopter-; :l.il in ;:iro:ct:n·•i 
min.lites· :ind before hliout co:..:!d 
ttJtaJly !og any film, even ia such.:i:t 
bhum:ln dungeon~.'. . . · 

At'.thc end .or this t:-cnch "'':;.'i. .• 1 

cratCr cillcJ C=-ictus . I!., w:lttr ::."I 
it lcel_.'dCcp~ h::id li:ih. o:nd 0:-1 t."lc 

bumpy crass hills :1?-,rj\·c th·~ cr:i:r·r 
·,.1:alls WJ.'$ a tichl oC or.1:1.:l' fbt., rin 
poles, " m=-id· ~ali cr.111:-sc i:"I w:1M~ 

j. c:ich n:t'.! rcpr.:scnt~~~ .'? 5~.i.:: s•1:-.i: 
r· by. scientists lo cil"tcr~:~~ t~~ c!t=''.h 

of, penetralion. oC r;u!b.:ion 1r.to 1 :-:.-
soil., ~ • . 

,\round LJCrossc, col.C' :">:1r.:r f.'):- :a 
second, .lar:cr cr.:;:c:. ::-en ~:.1~c!"l· 
ions lhJ.l once held .'lc:r.,, ri! 1:-:.\::-1· 
mcnl:ilinn equipmc:1t. ....... rr: !;>.-:": 

Y.'il!l brcat violc.1ci..'. :i., if :i ::-..:c"< h.J..! 
backed ov~~ :i j:>J.r:.0.n; ::'i·::rr. 

ARMY CA.Pl. Curle-.; Oiy. :a D .. · 
(ensc Nuclear ,\::t'nc;y ;:-,'11.1:?~n ,:...-· 
ci41i:;t with dc~:-crs in pi'"::.-~:c\, !":r'.-1 
his Geige-r counter to t)n" ;;:~';:r·.r,·:,.· 

ly t'Nisto!'d ste-cl bar th:,l :~:'h! r;·,,.i:....-: 
um.le:- irr:::-~:~. ~~ :"'.:-::-~-~ .:--. ..:: :, :'·.
ri~h1. The pieec w,1\ ··r,.,1·· .,. :':'I 
co.li:.lt-(Jl. This :i~rt 111hrr "r .... ::• 1·~~. 
n:iti..'1.1 .. m.:i::il -.1:111 t-.: t: .. ::• ... : .:~. :, .• ' 
ceml":il r:i;> ')\'•:r C:ir~·;; · . 

j~ .... ~;,..,"I.-: I'.',. j •; r, °-: ! "f: f'>\'r • 1 
• • _, 

"'·· ...... , "'1:': ~ ......... fl••: .. ;.--.:·· ... \·' 

:.:;,.·N.,:,l.~ .-,;",•,."'•! ::- , ,.. .•; '.( : '° 
'.• (" ,l '." ~ h/ ;':• ."'I ~·! I: ·.:0-.. 1 .. ·' '• •' : • '_,. 

::.1:;.;:.or.•:d b)" t.-.;~·~ .1: ... 1:·! .... "'.\ : .. 
C:t•:t·.:._, lh;o·..1.:'l 1:-::•l I~." .,... ,-..-:-. '.•• 

·.~::1d1 w1II b·· J.~•!1"! <'."::::.1:~:::-:.~:r•'. 
', .. :\ rnix•:'I -. .... :~ (l·::~ .. ;:~ I·) ~.-,~~: .1 

-.:r;1:i~:o! ~.lip. T~:·~ .\:-:::i· ,•i::::~ 1:"' 
:··.·· ···i~·~f(~tt! c:1;> ~:11:~~ .1·-:;1 ::.: .. ;;:> 
· .. ;;; ~·:-c.·:itc: Jn cl:1jH:~·~11 h::J ,:.1 ::·,·~ 
:::·.:!1. . 
On·~ rc;\~nn the clc:rnun tir.w ,i:7°t 

en''' :\fr. unc~rt:'lin i~ th:'lt ~rv1•r;1! 

"'THE runrosr. OF th~ clr.1ml'; 
b. tn rc-c!uC"c lhl• .u:inu:H ol rJii1oac 
t;\'it;.· to .lC(Cj'.llJh;,. l.-vrh t() C.,Jblc 
1-...:ojilc to re,umc 11\·1:::.: hC'rc," 0Jy 
s.1ii! Tr.r. r'<Cr:'t"ti"'n I\ Hu!"'.1! 

Ro'-:~r lt.1y, .J ~\.)'<:-H -.·~tcr3n t')I 
the A£C .ir:d the tr.st s<"ne\. i.1. .l:I 

;:iJ\'is...:r n:-1 the C'nv1ronment:il ;:I\· 

p-~.:-t~ o! lh'!' clC'.l.'liJ:;t. He \.lid. "fl 
m:t:Cc\ HMoe !,, 1,.:n·r t~1s. isl.l:id 
tHu:-i10 :\lonoe, .l:id :C'I n::at'.J.-t" tllkc its 
cour1e rlt!'\rr t."un t:"')' lo rc:no,·c the" 
i1l.1~·I .. 

11"'h.H d1rl t<ur~n i:i t~,. C':t.te of 
":-li;.:,~," C""'!<: n.i·n'= li>r A~encl'1 
fir.! hyd:•i.:.-:i ~~.~::-. 1•:.i(" ... f .1:"! !i!'JC' 
El·J:L•l.\;l, t::·1c:f'i l;l ·!1 '-''i"' H'"ri t):l 

Oct. JI. l'J~·=- ~1;1. ........ \,,,: r,.:.!ly .l 
we;ipr.in. It ""'H lno1 t;:,: !or C'::~t'r Jir· 
pb.nc or rl'}~·it,.l. 1 

··'fro111 .J :.1.1:e•·· .. : ."ll \ll.i.11j)f>tnt. 
E~c····c13\,; c.1:i. ...... ·.-,,.~ ~-.... rrlurnl:"\1 lo 
th<' ·.r.·:ar ll . ..,.:i, ~~·::.•I." R..J:O wc:it on. 

'"i'i;: :~ ... :.-·'> l .~.!! .. r,.!1Clf' brt·.r.·,.cn 
:\ \l)l•!:"r .,..,l~(.:."::;: ~ ... : .. .\ 'hnn llmC'. 
=-i::il .\Ll~'-" .. 1:: .. , .. :;·.·:.":.: !arc .:a ];!.:· 
II:'":\'!," i':~ u; !. 

10 ::.H.\l't: A c!n:-.u:> plan f:HO..\, 
,,... '~ <: :-. .: ~ •1 r , .- \' .. r .> ! '"" 1 ~ s ·.i.· i l h 
H1f'"'l;1~·1 '>f •"!i!: .. r .. '"lt '~C"1.,:1:c-1 at 
t~ .... L';i,;,.-p:ly rJ. \\";n:iJr.~~r·n .ln<l 
:~r l.J·.1.·:,.:i(r l-·• .. r:-:-:•lr" LJ~)r:t.tu,-Y 

~::1o!1r,J r.1-:h :)l.1:i·1 1:i l!":C' J.!t;\I • .. ·nh 
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a i"l:'\n w~11·~ cnu!ri C"crti!)' c;ich isl~t 
for !-.:'.urr bnd U'i.~. • 

Even h··lic,,p(Hs were ust.! lo 
momtnr r:v!i3!i.,n lr.-.·t"J!; at the r.:-st 
-.:ite" 1:1 .i•!.!i:i1i:"i to e.-,;te:isive fic!::J, 
.... ·.,;k. ev1.•:i rin Runit, where rne:i 
w-:-J:ir.:: Q!ll:;' shoru. chtckc-d sub.sur. 
bce.,011. -

Thc-..;e ll:id::\::~. R::iy said, .sho""'·"."d' 
t!'\:it nf vJme 41) i"lcts in the 3tol! t~:at 
~t;rtcht'S 2:1 mite' in len;th. whic~ h 
n\·a !he h.,riJ;on to th-:- n:ikcd eye, 
.:a:i1l t'; r:ialc'i wirlc, l:? are consid{":cii 
r.,l"lnr;ir!io:icti,·c:. 10 cnnlain n'o dcbr!s 
frnm lh~ leo;B and ZZ arc su.it3blc for 
h:ah1t:a\1•ll'l, throu~h some :ire not 
\l.'l)rth it. : 

L:-itcr the monitorint ·"quipmcn"t 
.-n.d techniques wil! be used on Bi~· 
ni:· · . 

ERDA made a mo\'ic in the· ~r:.;:. 
'.'i.h:illt'sc l.Jn::ua~e .:ibout its wori::·":it. 
ltunit to show the retur.iees why ~c 
i;bnd i:> to remain Orr.JimitS ... 

'"IF YOU uv£n on .Jn isl~·nd:i·n 
tht! !IQuth b~oon you would be a~ . 

-nfe :is you would be in most U.S. ! 
cities.'· s.1irl R.Jy. "Oil the nort.~-er:i. ~ 
isl:J:ids the· dan~er (;:actor Would in· 
crcJ~e by three or four ror the ;wc_r· : 
;i.::c pcnon over .a long period, aOOvc . 
\.\"h.1t IS 3CCC;>l.lblc." . · 

R.ly, :t man •.i.·ith hurnanit<lri;:i.; 
l'JU:\lilics, which m"y :appear 3t C"'lds : 
wnh his AEC backcround, is ~;:mJar . 
"'·it~ lhc rctur.'IC'CS. ' · 

: .. 
J!(()tlr.d l.t.'(0 ,i•:•:: •:l1 flun1t """l•rr U\•'ti · '_./ 
...... ,.,. ... :-.! un:r.:,, IJ;-iv s:111I th:-it :"1!t1·r J. ,. , .. ·<(.A~£:;)··· 
_.,,.,t lnr. d;-ini.ii:c ~..,ui.t h·~ hulldoz,...j 
:l·-.d ;u10th1•r 'hot pfl';nre•i :it t~H ·._ •. ..:.; ...... :,_; . .': ... _;~'.~·.·: ... ~ .. .o;·_;~~:~l.~<i 
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