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1T ENEWETAK: \H\RSH-\LL Is
LANDS — Slithering. throuszh snal-

low waters over a dirty yellow coral,
the moray ecl.tried to hide under 3

" fock. Then it escaped our interest,

slithecing back into the turquoise
Tlue waters of the bomb crater,

The ecl looked healthy.
© But- 19 vears ago a fireball with a
sun-like- intensity blew the hole in
the reef that now is the peaceiu
home of the frightened eel..

* The- moray hves to be 100, they
‘say. . - :
N But lhc people 1ssue is, how

healthy is Enewetak Atoll today (or

people; for 450 Marshallese islanders
h:mnung home from exile after a
30-year forced. dlsplacement and 43
nuclear tests later"
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vatak’s Nuc

. "THE" EEL RARELY ‘sees pcople

bccause the - ‘crater is located on
Runit;,a long ‘thin-part'of Enewetak
whose .soil: was. contaminated by a
shower of plutonium-237 that made it
an-inhospitable land for humans.

1 So the eel, and the white {erry
ferns in the scaevola brush have had
the .island to themselves since the
‘Enewetak.Proving Ground shut
down for Keeps in 1958, ending a dec-
ade of keeping the Cold War warm.

- The-Energy Research and Devel-
opmcnt Administration (ERDA), the
new name for the AEC, has conduct-
ed environmental surveys in recent
years, sampling the soil, the water
table, the brush, the reef life to
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TRANQUIL LAGCCN AGAIN—siands of th c?oll w}xru fhlngs or
chonging back.

BEFORE GOING ashore at Runj
we placed a double gauze mask ove
our faces, put rubbers over ou
shoes and wore a sensitivity D ‘adL(g

Coaave news-
caetn’g where
soldiers {ram ihe Schalia!d Barracks
have launched o 520 million cleanup

determine how ‘“*hot,”* how changed effort expmeied to take two years: When the trip ended we were (.;nl)n

is is| o S ylive tored by instruments. that can dete
how worthless this islet may be. - same say five. <] y ' cetel
s B P, L L e W .ow o~ - v !
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mize, as Jokus(ers suzzested. huw
much we “glowad.” We dién‘t, -

.We had motored down a grassy
path; the brush siappins: the sicdes of
our, truck..On our lei? was the lany
arcave of ‘an imme treach dug
out from a concrete bleckhouse so
that instruments. inside its slit open-
ings. built like a pilibox for men,
could have a clear view down the

storm at ground zero.

These instruments would. cony
the-story of the blast, old in mi
seconds*to jumpiny, erratic lines on
a graph, then photographed remota-
ly.then recovercd in a harvowinz
Jamcs Bond cha
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b'ock)‘nunr 'L o man ie the strang:
. visitor from another
-dashes through a concrels
" maze; through thick' "daraed ' donrs
to the ‘photo plales,” Then he slaps
theminto a lead satchel, undressed,
dressed in 3 new protective suit that
is waiting for him. back through the
maze.to the helicopter ot the dash
toinearby Parr Parry Island inow
called Medren) {or a bath and a hath
for. the ;heticopter, ajl in practiced
minutes and before faliout could
totally fog any film, cven in such.an
- inhuman dungeon... . .
Atithe end .ol this l‘cncn was. a
i eratér called Cactus . Ity water
i feet’deep! had fish, and on the
bumpy grass hills afve the crater
walls ways a fichd of orance flags nn
.. poles, a mad- golf course i
. cach flag representad
by. scientists to deters . r‘e:'h
of :penetration .ol radiation |r.lo the
soil.

Around’ LaCrossc. cot’c aame f5
second, Iarger erster.
ions that once held a
mentation equipment, w
with great vielence, asif a
backed over a parking :

ARMY CAPT. Charles Day, a D=
fense Nuclear Azency radia
cialist with degrees in p?
his Geiger counter to o
ly twisted stecl bar that
under impeast. The

right., The picce was
cohalt-oN. This and m'n-r -
nated”” metal A\ll e :

-

Wne reason the cleanun time amd
€ty are uncertain is that several
nronnd pero sites an Bunit were used
several unins, Day said that after a
-t tne damage would be bulldored
and another shot prepared at the
e place, Thers was haste. Both
e US and USSR, bath tealing
“ere bulfeled by an nulm sed worle

i the late 1; A,
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trench and into the eye of the wh.lc

ACHELICOPTEP Tards near the -
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“THE PURPOSE OF the cleanus
ix to reduce the amount of radioac
tivity to acceptahin Jevels tn enable
people 1o resume hiving here, ** Day
saitl The exception it Rumit

Royer Hay, 3 2%year veteran of
the AEC and the test senes, is 3n
adviser on the enviconmental as-
pects of the cleanup. He said, "It
makes senve to leave thas, istand
{Runmt alone, and iet nature take its
courie rJHer t™hsn try to remove the
INELU N

That did hapoen a0 the cate of
“Mike," cmle nar

Niest Place
L!J"nl.\ Y, “ditanpeared on
Oct. 21, 19452 really 2

for e:ther aice

weapon. It was too b
pl:mc or rocxrt.)

a3 standpmnt,

trtence helween
» 3 shont time.
!‘.rr: 3 hile-

s the worry

AP'E A cleanup plan ERDA,
¢ inr veveral years with
acrentinty of Aitlereal specia
the: Univeraty of Wastuniion
the Lawrence Loy are Labaratory
1rd each ssland an the atoll wnth

HO7 A‘AETAL-——Twnhd !hﬂi’ is checked fer rodiotion by © speciabit,
Army Copl. Chorlos Day. Reperiar Nelion in background kceps his
dutorxo. —Almy Photo by M. Sgl Jorry Shephcrd

.safe as you would be in most U.S.

1
Even helicaplers were usse lu

monitar radistion levels at the fest
cites 1n alhlion to extensive field
wark. even an Runit, where men
wearing only shorts, checked subs\..-
face soil.

These findings, Ray said, showed”
153t of same 40 istets in the atol! that
stretches 1 miles in length, which is
aver the haorizon to the naked eye,
7 miles wide, 12 are considered
tinactive. 10 contain no dedris
fram the tests and 22 are suitable for
hahstation, through some are ot
worth it. o .

. Later the monitoring equipment
md lcchmr-uv:s will be used on Sl

ni.

E‘(D\ made a movic in the: \[
shallese language about its work
Runit to show the returnees why 1%
is1and is o remain o(l‘ Hmits. .

“IF YOU LIVED on an uland"i'n
the south lagoon you wouwd be as .

cities, said Ray. “On the northern

istands the danger factor would in-

crease by three or four for the aver-

aze person over a lon: period, abovc .
what s acceptable.”

Ray. a man with hunamtar‘n
fualitics, which may appear at odds
wuith his AEC background, is popular |
with the returnecs. . .




