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DRAFT LETTER TO OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

MARSHAU. ISLANDS RESEARCH VESSEL 

The Atolltc Enerv r.oantssion has 1 c:onttnutng responstbtltty for 

several scfentfftc efforts fn the Marshall Islands. Included are 

the progr• for btomedical surveillance of several groups of 

Marshlllese, the operatton of the Eniwetok Marine Btologtcal Labo

ratory, rad1ologfca1 surveys of Entwetok and Btkint. and other sup

port to the rehab111tat1on efforts at those Atolls. Many of these 

efforu are conducted jointly w1th elements of the Department of 

Defense. For SOiie years, the C0111fssion has been fortunate tn 

havtng avatlable the very ftne cooperation and support of tM u. S. 

Ar111 1s Kw&Jaletn Missile Range tn pursuit of tts Marshall Islands 

efforts. With few excepttons, however, our pf"09r•• have been de

pendent upon the Trust Territory field trip vessels for 1nter-ato11 

transportation, and thus hive been subject to the frustrations and 

excesstve costs resulting fro1t random and unreliable scheduling. 

To enhance the effectiveness of our sctenttftc efforts and to pro

vide theM a better level of support, the Coaltsston•s Nevada Opera

tions Office has undertaken preliminary plar.n1ng for the acqutsttton, 

outff tt1ng, .•Jntenance and operation of a vessel to be dedfcated 
! 

to AEC p~nm ~s •. ·._ Current consideration contemplates an LCU-
-· • .lo ' '=. 

type vessel ·with .,c;dul~ir fitting-out for each of 1ts several tasks . ,. __ ' . 
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Through tnfor111l dtscu1ston1 with representattves of tbe Kwljaletn 

Missile ltange and tts support contractor, ft has been detttnttned 

that the capabtltty extsts at that fac11tty to provtda .. tnte~nc• 

and support to the operation of an addttfonal LCU. Kwajaletn cur

rently operates four such vessels supporttng its mtssfOft requtre

ments. I am advt sed, however, th& t the Comander, U. S. Army 

Safeguard Systems COlllllnd does not feel that he can support the 

AEC's requirement wtth hts current mtsston asstg11111ents. 

As. you know, the United States• relatfonshfps with Mtcronesfa, and 

p&rt1cularly with the peoples of the Marshalls, are both volattle 

ancl dynlmfc. Our long-ter11 coamttments and obltgattons are viewed 

1R01t seriously by the CO.fsston. In the near ter11 the Coaatsston 

ts C0111f ttld to support the Department of Defense tn tts efforts 

toward the rehabf Htatton of Eniwetok Atoll and to •tntatn the 

radtologtcal surveillance of Btktnt which has conttnuecl since our 

Joint AEC-000 clunup of that Atoll. In short ft seems clearly tn 

our mtual interest to provide solid support to the above-cttect 

sctenttftc efforts. 

I request that action be taken to have asstgned to the Co1811nder, 

Kwajaletn Mtsstle Range the support mtss1on described above. Spe

cifie&lly, thts would entail increasing the authorization of LCU's 

from four to five, and providing other resource authorizations to 
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peniaf t the Range to operate thfs addf tfonAl vessel accordf "9 to AEC 

requfreraents and scheduling without fnterferfng with fts current 

•f ssfon ass1gnments. 

The nut scheduled requfraaent for marine support fn the Mlrshllls 

will be fn March 1974 fn connection with 1 perfod1c aedfe&l su"ey 

of the natives of Rongelap. It would be most desirable to have the 

Mlrshall Islands Research Vessel operational 1t that time. To th1s 

end, and anticf pat1ng the requested 11fssfon assignment, I request 

your early concurrence fn prfncfple to permit further detailed 

exaat~tfon of thf s matter jointly by the Nevada Operations Office 

and the Kwajalefn M1ssf 1e Range. 
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