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MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS, BIKINI 

Enclosed h a copy of a. letter to me from Oscar de Brwn, District 
l.dminlstrator of the Marshall lsla.nds with, 1n turn, a.n enclosed 
memorandum to Mr. de Brum from his repre1entative at Bikini. 
Mr. de Brum requ•ats that the people resident at Bikini bo included 
in Dr. Conard'• annual surveys. The next such survey is presently 
1ched1.1led Lor mid-April, 1976. In view of the pending Bikini lawsuit 
and of recont allegations and mleunderstandin&• regarding Dr. Conard' s 
Marshall ldande actl-gities, I believe that this request merits caroful 
stall attention. 

As set torth in my memorandum to you of October 1, 1975, Subject: 
Brookhaven Program at Bikini, we have for some time had to deal 
with a pervasive mlsunderstandina of the purpose and reasons which 
underly the 1n9dical program. From tne November 21 memorandum, 
Acting Distad Rep. to District Administrator (enclosure), 1t appears 
that thh misunderstanding clearly pershte. Note that the writer re
fers to ''periodical checkup" e.nd ';medical examinations" as the only 
means of prevontlng hazarda to hoalth, among those resident at Bikini. 
He also attributes to Dr. Kotrady a. etatement rogarding tho necessity 
to visit Bikini; • 

I road the fourth paragraph of Blma Akeke'• memorandum to Distad 
de Brum to say that the people..!! Bikini (a• distlnauished from the 
people of Bikini) are unanLmous in their requel!St for medical examina--tions. From personal observation, I am aware that these people llre: 

1 - appreheneive a.bout possible radiation efiech due to 
their residence at Bikini; 

and 
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2 - badly U:a need ol 1•AGral medic&l care, apart 
entlr•ly fron1 a.ny real or lma1ined radia.:ion 
expoau.re. 

In tho pa•t, wh-sriavar t.be Bl'ookhavea medlcal team b.a.s vhlted it hast 
on a purely hwn&.nitarian ba.ela. attompted to look alt.er the general 
condition of health of the papulatlon • Lncludio.g eYdD. thoae who have 
h•d .no exposure whatsoever. Ellould thb hwnanltarlan ettrvice a.geln 
be extended to the Bikini people, 1 roconvnend that lt be made elell.r 
to the Dhltrlct Admi.ni&trator and throuab. bin'l to tbi;: counsal for the 
people oI Bikl.ui o.nd the BUdni poople themselves. that the prt:>gu.m 
is just that; a volu.nt.ary hamanitarlnn •~rvice which la being prcvid.:.-d 
at the request of the ~onc<:rned individuals. We should a1ao take thh 
c;,pportu.nlty to cxpta..ln the dbti.nction between medl~al examinations and 
bio- &fa;.a. y p rocedu.r;oe. 

Dr. Con•t'd i.nforwe n1e that ho would be wilHca to o.xte.nd hle Spring 
197~ via it to 1ne h1do a skk call ' vlslt to Bikini ! rovided he is wvited 
to do ao by the people themsclvea. I atroa.gly recommend that ~very 
e!lort be mt.de to do ao, aubject of co\lrse. to co.ncurrvnc.e cf the 
Ollke of General Cowuel. 

NV is prep.tored to support this activity with existing roscu-rc(:S and t', 

aasiat Y1lth the accornpan)'tng lnformatiOl"i progra.rr ... 

) c;opy of my interim reply to ,_,.ir. de Brum h enclosed. I wlll cvona
n&tc a subs~quent r~pl,- with )'tH1r staff. 

Enc tosures: 
1. Ltr., Dist.tld de Brum/ Ray, 

<ltd l-14- 76. wi ar:.el. 
2. l_tr •• Ra7)0ista<l de Bru.n:1 

<ltd 111122· 7& 

Roger Ray, A!.sistar.&t 1'.~a.naGer 
for Enviroernoot. ti.. Safety 
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Jam•• L. Ll••rmaa 

cc wluclaa 
Dr. S. Mal'ka, DJlER, HQ 
Dr. L A. Cou.&"4. BNL 
Upt~ N...,Yerk 

b1tc: W. J. Stanley, Dir. , 

j PASO, Honolulu, w/ o encls. 
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