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Oct~ 12, 1971 

V. P. ~..E4\ M.D •• Associate Director, 
Li Fe Sc iencea 

•· P. Cronkite, M.D. 

Congre•aman Balas' Questions of 
Dr. Conard 

This is a follow-up of our brief discussion of this on 7 October. 
I ~ave serious reaervation1 as to whether the 4 October letter 
answering these q~estions should be 1ent out on Brookhaven National 
Laboratory stationery and whether Dr. Conard should be the signer of 
the letter. I l1ave nothin.~ but confidence and admiration for the 
excellent job tbat Dr. Conard :.1as done in leadin3 the study of the 
Marshallese. The problems are 11ow becoming not medical or scientific 
hut international ~olitics. I ~ersonslly believe and am statin~ for 
th~ record that these questions should be answered by someone witnin 
the Govern'.tM!nt, obviously in consultation with Dr. Conard. Tha entire 
problem, I believe. is being blown ~1p into one of political controversy 
that will be ~sed against the United State• and ita managewent of the 
Trust Terr•tory, and in particular, the Marshalleae who were exposed 
to fallout radiation. In rny opinion, this entire subject is rapidly 
becoming an affair of State; if it is not already such. 

Since doll1ra, power politics within the Trust Territory, and 
political motives are behind Congresaman 3alos' questions, I believe 
it is inappropriate tor theee to be answered by Dr. Conard alone. I 
have serious misgiving• about the manner in which this issue is being 
handled and would be mucb happier if the questions were directed to 
Washington and answered by them in coll~"89ation with Dr. Conard. 
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