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f"AlRVIEW AVENUE: NORTH ANO JOHN STREET 

T~LEP'HONC MAIN :Z - 0300 

Cear '.i.omm""· ' J • 

~he Seattle mimes 

vC:n. Jl, 1969 

~d deld tnou;ht you rni~ht be interested in a copy 
of this .·.icrcnesian .~e:;s .:.:iervic 3 release ',rhich 
arrived tnis week. 

It tells of n~C and LGD ~oaey ~or Dikini th:t 
I didn't know was available. 

I'm plannin~ to do a story on ~lans for bikini, 
oased on tne lnterior ~eJErtment oudGet requests, 

T • but I haven t gotten to it yet. I'll send you 
a clip wnen I do. 

~an Smith_ the ?eace ~orps volunteer-*public-info 
type who was on the trip last summer, is bureau 
cnief of this news service. ne put me on his ~ailinz 
list. 

~d and I had lunch the other dRy with a former ?eace 
Cor·>Js volunt.eer wno soent a couole cf ye .?.rs on Lae 
ani is ~oing back to ~arry a La~ girl and teach for 
the Trust Territory on 1•1ajuro. A nice, ide2listic 
kid. 

Hope tnings are 60ing well for you. 

best regards 

I •· 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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Nt!ws Story Janu~ry 22, 1969 

BD~D\I CLEA~-UP TO START SOON 

S.:iip.:rn (:::\S) --U .s. Atomic Energy Commission and Dep.:irtraent 

of Defense ~~~~te ju::;~::>ed into action to get th2 Bikiu.i reh:i.bilitation 

moving as quickly .::s possible. Co 1. John Schott of t:·,e AEC 

visited Saipan Tuesd.::y, Janu~ry 21, to arrange transport~tion for 

an ci~~t-~~n survey team to begin clearing the Eneu Island ~irstrip 

on Bikini Atoll. Unfortunately, the T~ust Territory ships in the 

:t-furshalls are no\.1 tied up with tY[.hoon relief efforts. Other 

possible means of transport~tion are being explored. 

Accor<ling to :>eputy High Cor. • .-iissioner H.:irtin P. Manga3, the 

Atoraic Energy Co:::raissioner has several hundred t~ousa~d dollars 

which must be S?ent before the end of fiscal year 1969 or before 

July 1, 1969. The total of AEC and Defense Department funds 

available at this tine is understood to be in the vicinity of 

$600,CCO. The cost of cleaning out the dangerous structures, 

.de'!:>ris end radioactive iron is estimated by the AEC's contractor, 

Ho=::es and N.:.rver, to be $1,200,000. The entire return to Bikini 

1 · 
will cost about $3,200,000. Former Presid~nt Johnson requested 

$1. 7 millior. in his budget message last wee~~, but the fact that. 

other coney is now avail~ble will menn Sikini rehabilitation can 

start at least six nonths earlier th~~ previously pl~nncd. 

One of the first jobs to be done on Bikini is to cle~r 

4CO feet of the Eneu airstrip so that short-takeoff-and-landing 

-more-
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\ aircraft of the K\,•,;;.j::ilcin Missile R.:mge c~n land to bring in 

initial supplies and manpower. The logistics of shipping heavy 

equipment and supplies re~ortc<lly h.::.vc been nrrangcd for by the 

milit.:>;:-y. The AEC h.'.ls planned 13 v:ecks for mobiliz~tion of the 

clean-up, but they expect it can be done faster. 

Director of Community Devclopr.1ent, }ran 113.honey Sui.cl that twelve 

to twenty Bikinians fro:n Kili Island would be needed by the end 

of Februsry. 

The A.EC p fans to start by re:.-ioving the r:,dioactive ::;cr.::.p and 

du~pin; it at sc.::.. The hu3e rustir.g towers would be demolished as 

would .;:ny other unsafe structure c::d tl"lc ccr.icnt bunkers \Jould be 

repaired where cr~cked. The exact scope of the work is not clear at 

this time, but it is expected that there will be a considerable 

amount of brush clearing. The brush would be piled for co~?ost, 

m·.ile t:.e futu:-e financing of the Bikir' .. i return is not clear> 

Trust Territory offi~ials appear to be delighted th~t the first 

step will socn be taken. 

In oth~r prep~rations for the return to Bikini> Dr. Robe:-t A. 
""-..... "' 

Conard is prep3ring to do baseline studies on the Bikini people so 

that the amount of radiation accuraul~ted after their rct~rn can be 

measured. Dr. Conard, of the Erookh.:c.vt:!n National Labo;:-atory, h.:::s 

bee~ res?o~sible for the cor;tinuing cbscrvction o: the Ro~zcl~? 

people since their exposure to racio~ctivity fifteen years ~~o. 
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· t~hile ~ few Bikini.~ms may return zoon, it must be rcmcmbcre<l 

th2t the atoll will not be able to support a sizeable population 
. 

for six or more years. 
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