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DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH. EDUCATION. AND WEL!=ARE 
HL:GIONAI nrF1~:~ 

OFfiCE FOR Cl'.'1L. HIGHTS 

1215 MAPr'-ET STRE!:T. 11.TH rLOOR 

~:AN Ft:;,\NC!SCO <'ALIFORNIA 94103 

Ruth Van Cleve, Director 
Office of Territorial Affairs 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

itUL 2 o 1979 

(In r2p1y, please refer to Docket No. 09-79-4095) 

Dear Ms. Van Cleve: 

We are sending you a copy of a complaint received by the Office 
for Civil Rights. We have reviewed the complaint and detennined 
that the allegations fall outside our jurisdiction. We believe 
that the issues of this complaint may be within the jurisdiction 
of your office. 

We have advised the complainant that vie are referring a copy 
of the complaint to your office for action. 

Thank you for your help. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to call us at FTS 556-8367. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, /J - / 
ffi~J..J!/ituo~ /~, 

Jean Kresy-~
1 

Acting ~c(or 
Program Review and Management 
Support Division 
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:::: ::ri':.e to ~-c'J cc;.r_cc:'".i:':z· .~roL:le~.:= in F.e :.:::r::;:,:::ll :::;12.:1c: of ~-icrc·~e~ :2 t;:et 
hr::i..~e ~Y:'•~!; ·:o..~~:~2J t:.- -::.(_ L!.i:.:.:·.J .:=t~te.:. L. violat=..o:-: of :.>e ~::ited :.at:.c1~s .:'~..:~tee-

1·2.r: :.2..lese, prc'.>e:.':.l~· a"',:,ter:d~12 a u.:-;i·:ersit:' :Lr: !:.:n,1aii o.;,d r:t: perT.12:-.e:,·. 
r~siCe;.cs i~ c~-. t' e i:~l_~--.·-~ o: ~·~s~rc, I\;'"'jalein t. .. toll • 

..... :..: ~·-tl0:.'" 1- ~. ci.:.: .. _Q c3_j~ire:-s ~o;::e 0f ::1e protle~ r~.ci:".f pec1~1e ··--:i~~ .... 

:..~ '- rcs'_'lt c~, t~.c 1 .. : •• ~. riuclc~r test~- ~ rc.:·ra:-:. ~.,..s ... 'OU are :i::::ic~~tE--:!l.~· ~'t;<J.r~, :, 
l1 • .=,. ::.,~:-.·:.:=: ~~ .~ '~:~~.: sd ~·::.::..~.:.~ -=-~'~1:::tecs .. ip .-.[;ree::~er.i ill l~L/, ; ... ~·_ic· ~::: ::i:-i:ii:".r-r c:-~ 
J\n·.el".icc. ~ ::.,.~: .. .:..-.i~~~~r::_r:[~ :~·,1t o~i:-:r o: t'.. isl:i.n:ls. 1 .. e J. .. free2e!'1t st~l. .. e: t~ c , ___ .• :. :s 
res. or_.:joi: tc 11 :-:rctect t'.:., :.e.::.lth cf t\ - ir.t:o.bi:.J.:'lt~: 11 a!"'.d tc "prctect t. e .ir.:.2.oi
~~.;-~t~ ~--a~ .. s: t!.E lo~~s c~ t e~!"' land an~~ resources.u 

-' ~-:,:. s _·e:--,t -::.e le ::.:t t::c. ::-.o:--.~.:..: tr2:. ell2.J1g t::rcugtou. t::e : ar.s ells - tc t:.e 
;:-,a:-:.y :.::.:~y o-....:.-c:· l;/ir.r, atolls : ::.t c<.:.!", onl .. be re2c~,ed by to.:..t - :...r:.tsr:2.e-.:i:r differ:;t 
peq:lc: c:~ t :: : rc .. .i.c: .. :.: -.:.. c: :::·,·e exr.'erie:lced isc:; tie :-2C.:.o.o..cti1·c f::.:'..lolt ~Y'c' .. t: e 
boDb te:~os. ..ere &re sc..;e o:' t. e t::ings I have learned: 

-::- :n lS'.',c, prior tc t:.e first test series of "lm11 yield" atcr:-.ic bor;-,ts at Sikir:i, 
resic..ien:.s c'. ~:o:-.c,elc..r a:--.:.: :--.e.5.:by atcll3 >·Jere evacuated as a prec&uticn. .:::i~)'.l year::: 
la t:;r, ':.' .e:i 3r:.c'JG -.-:a'.. :Jetc:--.a tej - ll.e largest bc;;;b ever c x:-:loded .:i.1 ove .:;round ( 7 ·o 
t~~ec :~~~er t~an e.:i.rlier test~) - none c~ the people were ev.:-cuated a:-:d ~everal 
~:u.'1dre.~ -.;e:--e ::;e:r:.oc;.::;l:,· co:-.:a::ir.::.ted wit;_ snow lH:e fallout on ~.onr,elap a:-:d l'tirik. 
;,rr.eri-:: r. :-:.dia.~ io!: ; .. onitc. r.il:; perSC:.!1Cl C·n an 2.toll close to 2ct!f€la;:: \Jere 8V<lCU.'.' -

ted ::: ortl;; .::.:::'ter t e test, tu: ":.:;e .2or:gelap ;::eoplr ·~"ere r.ct ev<:>.cu:cted :'er : .. ere 
than ::,::; :,our.:;, t::~:- compounding theri radiation rroblems. 

-: :n lS'Y; ( tl!ree ~!ears :::.fter t~.e 2ravo shot), \·:itf: no extensive :radiolc.:;ic2l 
surveys ccr.d-cc:cd, the peo 1:.: o: itcnrelo.p \-Jere told 'c~, tl-.c Atonic ..::nerr.,:· =:oLli.:issior. 
th2.t t:·.eir atoll •Ks safe for re: abitatio:1 11 des.;::ite :::li~·: 1 t lineerir.f, radio.:.ctivit;'" 
a!1d J.llo.ved to return :-:oce, i-'cllrn·1inc, a cot:.rt s•..:.it in 1975 v:!1icl: forced t:·e J...EC/ 
Dept. o:!' .C:ner,:~: to do a radiolo_~ical surve:· cf the r.ort.!:ern I·:ars :-.lls, t:.e DC'.:::'s 
19':"C report sLoi1:s that !ic::;?_elo.p ! as, on some islands, radiation levels close to 
sikini' s, wl:ere the tests were conducted. Bili:-ii 'las beer: declared unliva'Jle for 
50-lOC -,~;:rs. Despite- the Ad:,' s ,-:-ssurar.ces of ?.ongel:ip 1 s ::afety, t :. pee: le ~::cv-= 

betn livin: on a cont2 . .-:ri.n:itec.i atoll for more than 20 ::ears. 

-:. T!-:e :-;er:plc of l.:tiri1: viere also co:1ta.-r.inated by Bravo, but with about!-. 1/10 
of the ::ongelap dose. Accordir.gly, tr.e ;~-sc rea:..sured U-.e~.: continually t~.at t::ey 
·.:oulc ;1 v~ no prcole!!W - '..0\-1ever, i.> 1977 tr.ere vias a :L:dde:: ju; .. p in L:e c::.r.r::er .£.nd 
t!1yro:'..d r~:'oblc.:: .. s eq1..:.2.lli:1f t .--,t of the r:mch r..orc \:e..-,vily exposed non['el:::p ;:'(O;:le. 
The t,:;_r!rican doctor~ ad;-:d.tted t!-.ey had been co."'7'.pletel:: v:rong in their prediction~ • 

. . ,. ... ' .. . .. ... .... ' ,.. ·~ 

~- ~· , .. 



-ii 1%<; t:.e ,,i:..:, dec.:;..ared ''there i= ':irtually :ic radiation left" on Bi'.:ir:i 
<:..n.-.! ~l.lO\:·-.:d ~::oo;:lc t be :L'l ;.:o'.:in,::: [1ack. Sut te:-. :·ear= Lcter V.c ra.diat:.ons le,·el::: 
-.:Ere ~:c :.i i1. :.·CL t!12 e:1':irc:i:nent and ~ eople tho.t t:.e;: ·.·;ere evc.:.c1::c.te,: o.:-Y'S ;-_c·" ir. 
··· l.S~~-, '··· ::'...:<~ :. .-:sr-~1:-.tio::-1al :-irndli:-ic:s in ":.i:e proc::ss. 

-: T!.t: .. _: >r:·: . ~~:i:-:i ·.:c:.s still ':hot" i;: 1'?75 (_;-.ccordi::::- to U.c:~· o·:;r c:·J:-,n~:·=) 
~:~"'cl·c...:l- ,--:-.uc~. :·t2-:.-er - i)~t t~-:e~- i:::iCrcd t:1e!:e pote~1ti'J.l :!L:c:.rds ~:..:-. :r,t:.vc:- o~~ 

... ·ct':·: ~:-:z ~ .. '.1;.~ y:cc!:l:.. -=.,~~~: . .:..._c scicr:ti~ts :urine the r'3sett.le;;.e~ t r.-~~1de st~ ~c. ':::-.ts 
:::l\C. ;'.::, ::::_ :L1::... 11

:.: . o~si'::·l:· t~~e best a-.,•ailable source cf dJ.ta for evaluat:.:-.;- t' e 
c.r:.:-.<:::r c. ~ ;:;::..L," o::::..Cl.."':. J.C!'o:::s t~1e .;ut \-r 11 after b-:i~[. incor: orat:;d :..:~to cic.l.c;.ical 

-:.c .: . t: • ·~ ~· _,_ , :..:-.1.,~· -.. ~!':::: lea vi::· people o:-: a da .fcrousl;:,: cu~ta: .in-ted :i.: l ;;::.; 
-~t.·~~--- ~~.-....~· L::.~)'.; c·f~'cc::~ 

·· v;::e c:c . .:;i:.:ere·.l ··· sta;:le i:-. t:!e Lars; allesc diet, arrC'.lroot (:::;i :'..l.a1· to a 
r.• -1--t_,.,, :.i:)c? ~:1.:: .:..c:tc :!..~~0'.s, ·as stopped prodt:.ci.-:f on ever·.· islc.nd ir. ti:e ::a.r
~ all::. .: .. _;:j.:.: :.c~:~~~ ·, p::o~2.e :~re::: at least 2. 5 c.tcll~ assert tl-_at t:~e cocs~ut~, 

jre:::~~·~··_.:.:.. :.· .: c:' ~r .:..c ::.1 i'ood.s eiL.er do '.'.ct produce er ~.ave: r.,utated • 

. ;:- .>_ .:.. ·~,.st . c-lf :o. dc::e:-, isla:'.ds a.t 3iki:"',i and Sne".·:eta:: \-Jere obliter;;. ted o:: 
·.:-.c :~:i.c:e c~ -~s :::tr': t~..r t':e -1-o:stir.r. T~:i.s cccl:i !lJ.rdly be .::c:.ll<::d "prc':.ect·~,§: :· e 

of t. e ir lar.ds. " 

·.::-:-~:·:: ~re :''c:::~!'c<.:.::;. !'eports fran different atolls of co;1tin'..li:-ir ~.is-c2rri-~.c·r:::, 

::4:.ill ~irt·.: -· \.... ur.:.:· cicfc~-.iti:..s in off sprin?. feople frci:. man:: c.toi:l~, in 3.ddi-
: ::.c:-, :c ~.o: 2.:J.n .::.:id Ut:i.rH:, co;;-.: lain of sickness th3.t the~' f.,..,d r.e'1er e.:-~:Jc:rienced 
·"'n:il t .:; l;-st lC-15 year.:. Yet the A:C doctors wly look at Le peo;:le t. Cj' 

cor.::::'.c~'2~' t': :_,:: "-:;:,:pc~c:i" a:-:.C.: refuse t:.eir .~.eciice.l service tc thc:::e ethers. 

-;. :.rec': ~'':e'., : .o:.-i:ional 2..,aborato!j' (on cc;i-'-~r-J.ct to t'.:e Ji"Z,C/D~=) is c!-,c~r;-ed · .. it.-. 
cc::c·..;ct::.: - .:"'l:.::'ular :ced.2.c2.l ci-,2cks on the e;-~posed ·pear.le and is responsitlc for pro
•:idir1~· .:0r :Le . ecp.:..:;:' ::ea.it·. care. But instead tl:~,J_±C.,49~.t.~rs_.h<i.v:e co:-"~i.3tently i 
::.ic:::...ec:.(. :.· e r;eoi::;le :.cout ~~eir radiation exposure (the .. Utlrik a;,d' !?iki.r.:i s:..L1.:: t:..or.s 

1 
• .., ~· • ) '!'lr...,....,~,i"~'•'°:-...r,ir.Jl?,'t'·~1 ... ,. are e:·:z::: ~~ c.s 01 1 .. 2.S • ~ -~'!· .... "~ - .,. .. __ . · ~· ...... • 

I su~~.:t P:at 7.: e radiatic:: proble::i.s did not end \·:iV; tLe r.c.1 clear test 'rozra·. 
i:: ic;:r - U.~t :..r, :~'ct :,:.ey are just beeinning to b~ fe:.t. The proble::-..c; : ere are '"" 
r·esdt o" ::cl:'..cit.s • .. !.ich : ci.ve bee:: formulated fro;:-i ·;er:c subjective interpret.o.'::-ion 
-:: . .: t'c: rJ.cifo.2.o_~ical ir-"~or;:-_:.tion and it hit::hlights the critical rieed for an alter
:-::-,:.:i:: ~ :;:'ci.1' of vie1

.:. T .. ese policies are in direct conflict \·Jith wne!l_i.S. r'=::.pon
::ir,:..lit .. tc ~!"ctect t c : ealth of t!;e people. I strcncly urge tLat t'. e fede:-·l 
~0':c.r:;;-:e:;r.:. s ol1.lj :r,:cc:ide funds for scientific survej'S of t· e: islands 3.:-'.d ~edica.1 
ex..::.:-.inct:..or.s c: t;.e ::.r.o~ic: by inciependent doctors anci scientists, 1·:iti no co~"ectio:--./ 
r:,c t::e DC_. ..· :~ t_' o:.:E per.so:-mel ::houl:i be c:.o:;;en by Lars'!-:-llese. ;'f 

-:::u;: '.:n C.'.= of ::r.is, I ~iculd like to in-:ite you and represent.:. tives of your 
.:ieparti' .. er:t :c co::-.e ~.:::; ti.e : arsi:alls to investit,ate t 1 ese ar.C. ot~er pro·:;lc:1LS first 
!--.~.r.C so :::2 t :'ou c;:;.: 1 1.E1dcrsta;1d U.e s:tu:.tion 1 .ere. 

probler:.s 

;_: .::. • r::.i.s net lived up to its oblications un'..le: t~,e 

w ::: ff- c.J s es h3 s beer: in dire ct viola ti on of it. 
t!.c.t z~e ;,mJ beco.-:-.ing evider:t are just part of t: e 

U. !l. Trusteesi:ir ;..gree
T!1e resulting radiation 
proble;;-i Lein,£ ny pecple 

· ~ · -:·v .. ;,i..~~·· .---v ........ , .. :.-..,., ...... , . 
. \.; . 



in t::e ::J.rs::lls. 
sub~".:.3.r:.ti.:i.l r:.r:mn 
~slanjs end tr~st 
tt:i~ situatior .. 

:.e need !,elr and :10!-·e ti.at you \dll be 1.·illin_c to 2-oo~· into the 
rig~,ts ·:iclations tL::.t c:re ccct:.r:;._:1[, tL2.3 very i'.'.ini.::: in t'.--.e :.a:cs'::.11 
you 1fll take 1.Jh2.tever steps :·ou dee:.: 2.rprorri;1tc tc :.el:J cc~·:cct 

I x .. looki:'.c:: for.-:<:rc tc. ::cur reply. 

S :L'1cerel~·, 

.' 

~arlene J:eju 

: I('.~.·~· -1,, ~ • -~~-··-. .,,_ ,,._. -7· ~· :·' .. :·· ·r.···' _ .. , 

.f ., . . . 


