SEGIONAL OFFICE
1275 MARKET STREET. 14TH FLOOR

GEFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS SAN FRANCISCO CALIFGANTA 914143

JUL 24 1979

Ruth Yan Cleve, Director
Office of Tarritorial Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

(In reply, please refer to Docket No. 09-79-4098)

Dear Ms. Van Cleve:

We are sending you a copy of a complaint received by the Office

for Civil Rights. We have reviewed the complaint and determired
that the allegations fall outside our jurisdiction. We believe

that the issues of this complaint may be within the jurisdiction
of your office.

We have advised the complainant that we are referring a ~opy
of the compiaint to your office for action.

Thank you for your help. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call us at FTS 556-8367.

Sincerely,
Lo ow
Jean Kresy-Poree, Acting Director
Program Review and Management
Support Division

Enclosure
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Utiril, lNarshell Icloaxds
Trust Terrdtory of tha Paci

—o.™

lre A.O’CL: 111”'- N/TES .
U.Se Inersy Nuzgearch exd Develcpment Administration (FRDa)
llevada Oseraticna 0ilice
P.0, Lo 2L2CO

a3 Vegas, lievada 8911y

Do Mre DOye

Thig lcttu.r is fron the chlefs an.l a1l of the peoola In Utixik Atoll.

Zt lias row been tuonty-two years since the radicactdve fall-out fron tha tomb,
which has disturbed tae peaca and vellara Ifron 1954 until.iihe present,

Tho doctors fvom IRDN have told 13 thap thers tiere M rads in Utiri%k ond
175 1rads in Rongelan, therefdre, lie &re very surorized, tecause in Utirik ve
kave ten cases of thyroid roales, three of unich tere nalignant. Tut in Iongelas
thizy have thirty cases of thyroid nocales, ond also tares cases of mallgannicy.
Pernaps you can tell uz i€ thers 1a some cxplinailon for the sanse number of nmalizw
thyroid cazes in lNongelx and Utdril, wviio recoived very different levels of
radiatlon? ]

Aoditdonally, wa hzve nany rore thires to ask, because at present ve ere
0ot heppy with the way thinss are;

: @ Jhy is thare not a contaol Q:m") In Utirik?

a) The peools of Utizik ora dif prerwh from the people of no:ooelap-—- howv
oo a differcnit sene pool ond breeding pooulabtions

b) Taz pwnla of Utirik wsre exposed to d_'..ffcrnnt Jevels of matation than
the peonla of wr selop—-Utizik nad 1L rads, 22d Ronzslap had 175 rols.

c) 'I?)r;ra vere different returm tires i‘or the Utirik peonls and tha forgalop
peoula from L'wa;.'l:zm (following thelr evecuation) in 195h--=ths vecnle
of Utiril; retaxrad to their atoll afier thrss oathks, and the n"“W

. i"l".angvl.u rebumned To Thelr CLOTF—=ior Thues JBaYd,

d) Lould it be correct to say that perhors the Ubtirdiic people recelved nore
than onlv 14 rads in ldgat of their quick return time to Utirik?

e) lionld it ba correct Lo ooy that w2 can copect nany more casses of thayroid
proxlens in the future?

@ How cone the ERDA doctors told us that trere was Just a little bit of radia
in Utirils end 4 lot in Hongelan? mﬂt 1.,, Ldv are iners the sans rmumter
of rmalignant thy~old glands in Utirzic a3 thwre are in Rongelan?

3e IM.L%, that the INIA doctors do not exasine the children of the axposed
ULiriiT7soap e ~— - —— e —
Le 1y i3 1t thdt the RO\ doctors give differant irealnment to the peovls of
Utirik than the poooL of Fongelmn? oy ¢ not give Ml cxarinations
0 _the peonice ol Utiriic cvery yoar, &S tmj do 1n .on,_,el O, iy not?

Se Ths peonls of Utizrik should be alle to choose thelr own coctors
The peonloe of Utirdk cdo rot like Dr. Ermudsen b,cau.sa o does rot
examino a1l of the Utdrik peonle,’ and 1lcoxs atb the peovla =2 Utlrik
s Af they ore “'>mly oninals in a sclentilic coperdment, crd IiTFtadr,
3 oes 10T prow.‘.e a Vglck call™ Ior The peonlo.

b) “hs people of L'ti 2ila D, Conard Liecause he lies to the
pconls; Ti9 TOT nelned the peopla To tndersoand the problend
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the radiction and o

taat they conl-ont i rosacds 0
T ———

0o Loing 20ars 220, tha DDA dustors Aiscovered thob o onamer of tho Utixil:
paonle 1l adnlb-erset dlabetes, and suld thao 2),0 ol e pzonle rod tio
Ci:0niCe

a) W7 hovonty t’n ‘-_Z_"’”.‘; doctors

5“\/"11 nedicina to the pecple o lhave tho
Diabinase)?

diseass in UL : (medicinz:

L) Dre lonyud X vl‘C.-'AJ 1ad osked the Twust Torratory Cov'ise (dn il u.fv) by
tha J.L’J(_.i‘,.‘_l‘r} (Ciziinase), 2nd they rofuseld o give hin oy for il
reonlo ol Utlrik, and therelore, the posols with Lhis diseass hzove ot

boay pronsrly Nrc‘.:—;u. :
Te M press n" & the hso*)la o* ULi=ik have mach fear of the radlation that cane

Iron tre brouos o

a) 'ﬁr;re;orm e nodwls of Uiirik feel the reod to b:z‘f-;-) gonedore cove out
and @0 & study of Utirik for possille lirgering radistion,

L) ihe ‘uco_::-lc of UTidrik feel thad thelr oxmowmoot hag bwn danaped &5 n
result ol the radiation, A present the aroo a*‘oot ctzlls measure ona
foob, diaxeas Lafore the radinlion they neosured Iive feste.

~ /’" A3 Fou can zoe, the poonle of Uldirils are vory dostressed and cngry as a
| rooult of the radiationes Tha nednle Jeel that the ZUUA Poogrom is in need of
- vash chianzes. -
2
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Than ysu very ruch,
Ja,a*ej\:’uvor - Hazistrate
Auijo Alco ~ Ceribe
. - - ) ‘, ., ) . )
/ /' / . -
. /’L' 2. f— -
J t"t"—,(/"‘kyl
Anlos Kios - Iroij (Ciuicd)
cct Robert A. Conacd, HeDl., TUIDA
Reps Ciavles Sonlnuk, Concresa of jiicronesia
whe Alajl Eolos, Conzvesa of )Micronesia
Scne Olyzmla Yoria, Congress of licronesla

Disve Ade Uscar Zomrm, Marshalla

Ired Zizder, Donte of Interior
Sece “Lu‘t/'):‘:u.p Council, Unit
Congreny of ldcronesiy

Judy a: wd aon

e gas

akal, Ceorge Allan, Attorneys ot Lav
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