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t;; Cl>I'- RIGt-<TS 

DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH. EDUCATION. AND WELFARE 
REGIOf\oAL OFFICE 

1275 MARKET STREET. 14TH FLOOR 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94103 

JUL 2 o 1979 

olD"lll:l!!llll~r. Ruth Clusen, Assistant Secretary 
or the Environment 

~~~e~partment of Energy 

I 
• I 
l 

1000 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

(In reply, please refer to Docket No. 09-79-4095) 

• 
Dear Dr. Clusen: 

We are sending you a copy of a complaint received by the Office 
for Civil Rights. We have reviewed the complaint and determined 
that the allegations fall outside our jurisdiction. We believe 
that the issues of this complaint may be within the jurisdiction 
of your office. 

We have advised the complainant that we are referring a copy 
of the complaint to your office for action. 

Thank you for your help. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to call us at FTS 556-8367. 

Enclosure 

t SU 3 

}17~ -vA~A 
Jean Kresy-Po~cting Director 
Program Review and Management 
Support Division 
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~~~t.:_-- 2-"':. ~·c"3..:-:.[ • ... c ad8.re~E. SO::-.e o: ... :_r:e p:-o~ler;s f~-Ci.::f people -~=~c 

o_'"' .1._,~.~ ·-·=· ::uclear t~~t:.:-.... ro~ra.-:-_ .. '-1.s ~c-~ are 1:.:::ict:t·:ec:=...~: c:_"'.·:iJ.!'"'e, :.· ---
-_ : --~--~-=. ~:. ~-2t:..c:-~.s Trt:.ste~s .. ip ... t;ree.-:-.~:--~ i.'"": 2.~47, -.. .-<:..c ~.: ::..::~:.:-.z c:-. 
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~ 0 ~ ~-- -- · L :o 11 :-:::c;"~ec: :!-.e hec.2.:!-. of t 1·:0 ir.!-.2t:..:,a!'lt::: 11 a:c;::i to ''"Crctect t. e iT::.::.bi-

e:-"- 2 la:::t t1r:o r::c:-:::-.s tra.·:ell~::g t:Crot:f,'.':ou t'.':e . _ars <=lls - tc t:-.e 

:. :: :::. -_.:::. _ ere <:..::-e so;.;e o:' t:.e 

c.::.:i onl:· be rec.c:-.eci. b;,; bo.:.t - :.nter;:!_e· .. :_,z d:..i':~er::t 

experienced frCl~. U.e ::-.::.dio~ctive .'.'::lloc:-: -~re::-. t:.e 
things I have learned: 

___ -~-c, i:;::ior to t:.e first test series o: "low yieldn a.tc::-.ic bo::-.bs at :Siki::i, 
rc:::::ii~::.: c~ ~.c:·.c::-elc.;- a::li nearby atclls were evacuate:::i as a precaution. .:::.r.:-t years 
late.:-, -. ;:;:-: :=.:-::.·:c Ha:.. jeto;ia.ted - t:ie largest bomb ever ex::loci.ed atove gro'Jrid (/:·c 
t:_-:.e __ , ~[:e:: :~_a:-:. eil:::-lier tests) - r.onc o: the people were e\•:cuated a:-id se\·eral 
_-_·..:.:· . .:.:·-2 · -.. e:·e se::ic..:::1:· co:-:tai-:-:ina:ted wi:.'~ sno1.·; like fa.llout or. ?..onz:el2r a:-id l't iri;:. 
'"'""'·-- .. :::- . ..:::.:-"'~ic:·. ~or.:..tc.rin5 I=erso:--.:Jel or: 2.!: atoll close to ::=:.ont:El3-_--: 1.:e::e evacu:-
:.c.:ci : -:::'-:..::.:- .::.:~ter t e test, bu: t'.:e 2cngelap peoi:l'° 1·;e::-e net eva.cu:..ted :.~c:- r..c::e 
tl~.::.:--. __ .. :::u::.s, cc-:::pounding theri rad.iation ;:;rotile::-..s. 

-=-- ::. ~ S" ( t'.~ree ;tears after t:- e 3rc.vo shot), i·:i t:--_ no extensh·e rc:C.iolc.:;i-:al 
sun·e;·:: cc:-.::uctcc, t:-.e peo: le of :i.ongelc.p were told by U-.e Ator..ic .=ner.s,:· :o:::~ission 
t:-:2.t :.- e::.:: ::.:.c:.l 1;.:::J safe for re~·_a.bitation 11 des_r:ite sli['.-;t lineeririg radioactivit~: 11 

;::.:;C.: c.::...::..o.-.·ec tc retu::-:::. :-,or:-.e. Folla.-:0[ a court suit in 1975 1r:'.1ich forced t:-,e J..E:/ 
:::,;:::;:,:.. c:'. ..::-.er,:.;· tc :::ic a radiolo;ica.l :::u!"V'e:· of the nort~ern Lars 2lls, t:-e DCE 1 s 
is-~ :-e:-:crt sLo-.:s t!'i.::.t 3.o:-i0ela.p : as, on so:::e isle.nds, radiation levels close to 
.:il:i:-.i 's, w::ere the tests were condc:cted. Bikini has beer; declared lL'1livable for 
50-lC:~ ·u-:..rs • .Ue~;:;:!.ts t!-le AE£ 1 s css\;.rar:ces of Eongelap 1s safetS:, t· s peo:~le h3.ve 
b2er. ~.:ix:_-:: on 2. cont2.minateci atoll fo::- ;r.ore tr.an 20 :·ears . 

. T:-_e ~eo;:.-le of Utirik were also co:-,ta.-:-.i.'1.::.ted by .:::ravo, but with abouth 1/10 

0 : t~2 :.o:-i:;elap dose. Accordingl;y, the ;._zc, rea;:.sured t~,e::: continually t'.-.a t t~.ey 
-. :oul.:. :-_-y: :-10 prcb:..ess - hO\'llever, in 1971 there was a sc:dde:: ju;-.. p ir. t:-:e cancer and 
t:-:yrci::: -;:::-ob2.e: . .s eqi..:.alling t -:at of the rrruch nore hec.vily e;.:posed r.on3el.::.p people. 
~he ;~~::-~can doctors adr.~tted ttey had been cn~pletely \-Jrong in their predictions • 
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re:~:-:--.~:-:,~ t:-::: pe-c:t:le. ::1e: .:...=: .::c~e:-.:i~ts .~r.i:--.z t1:e re~ettle~.e'.": ~.2C.e ~::·.~e: ~:--.:t: 
s·~c.. =~::i~i u.: r: ~~ossit . .:..:· t~.e b·::s:, av·ailc.jl~ sourci:: c.: ... d:.ta ~o~ ei_r22.~E.::...:-:_: t~.e 

1...~::e cc:~.si·:Jered 2 ~t.2.~~:e ...... t~.e :..c..rs all'.:'se G:..et 

p: t:o: ~' ' 
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~i~c:e -:~1e late l~5J':, 2.!:: ~·.Jc;;;eC 

.-.jd:::io::a2.2.:·, p::o;2.e :re:-. at 2.'=E.s:. 
o:; e-._·er· 
assert t · cccs:-:·.:::::, 
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are ..-.,'r"' OY'lr-·1c: 
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~ ti2-l ~:..rt·.~ e:.:- c. i.:gl~-~ j ef o~-.:.:. i ~ s i:-~ c:: 
tic~. :: :-.. o=--~-tlo.r a!"1d Utirik, co::-.· l~:.r: o: 

c. to.=..2.s o:~ co:-:.:i:-.:..::...:-:,., --.:.~-::.~~=-:.:--e:s, 

:: eoplc :-r::::. ;:-..s.:-:~· c. to.tl::, :'.:: 2j8.i-
.sickness 

i..J:.::2 ~· e lc.s-: lC-15 ~1 ea.!'~. ~e: t:~e r .. =:: ci.cc:c:-s c=-:ly 2..001-: at t:e ;:·e:~<:.e .:.'
co::-. .::::.:::·::~~ ... _ cc 1·expo.::eci 11 2.:-,::. re:~·.1se :.ei:-

/ -> :::.rco'·:· E.\'e:-. ::atior.21 Latlc::"c.to!J· (c:-: cc:-:tr.:;ct to t::e t.=Cf.:/ .. =) is c'.~.:-r,::eC: --
cc:-:ducti::-: ::'e~ular ~edic~l ct:cks o~ t~e expo::ed peo;le a:-:d is respo:-:sitl~ ~or ~:-c
vid:i:l::- for the ~ecples 1 :-.e2.lt' c2re. 3u::. ::...'1stead t:-:e ;._'.:.,':, doctors :-,ave co~.::iste:-:tl~· 
mis=..ec.::: t e peq::le c.bout c.:-.eir radic.tio:J ex::cs"..lre (t:·:e ·~·::.r:J: a:-:.: :::iki.--:i si:".Jc:..tio:-.::: 
are e ·.·~--~1-c or +;,.,ic:) -~ ·!-'...._c..., - i.., __ _, • 

that t:-e rad:2tio:-: proble~s did :-:ct Le :-·.·cle&.r te.::t 
~rE 2.re c. 

resu.l: o:"" ;:02.=.cies ·~-.1J.ich :·;_\rt: bee:--. fo~u.2.ated tro:-:-: ~v~er:.~ st:.':~ec:ii:e :..r::er;~e~c.~:.c:-: 

of t~e ~adiclo~ica2. i:--~~""or;:-_2.tic:-. a:---.. d :_:, hi[.hlit;~~t~ ~~e c~:.:i·:al r.ee2. for 2.:'"". 2..lter
nat:i::::: pci.--;: of vie'.:. T:-.ese policies c.re in direct con:::.ct v:it:-_ wn.e: - .S. r~s::<::::-:
sib2.lit:- tc F~ctect t:.-._e ~.ealt~- of t:-_e people. :I strc~~l:; tirsc t~.2t t e fe~i::~-1 

.=over::-..:-.e;.::, s>o:.iJ.d prcv·ide funds for scie:-.ti:ic surve·:s of t e isl;:::cis 2.::d :-:-.'=:Ji cc= l 
ex.:;,::-.:..ne ti 0!15 
to P:e Jc..::. 

c::.~ t!:e peo:;:L 'oy injepe:'.de:t doctors 2.~d scie::tists, 
•. --:c. t: o.::e perso:;,.1el s:-:oul::: be c:-.oser; ::::_,- ::ars:_~11ese. 

:.u':. en tcp of t:-.is, I 1;ould like tc in-.~ite you and represent~tives cf yot:r 
dep2.rt~.e!":t to co::-.e :.c t:-.e J.~:--s:·!all~ ~o :.-:.v~esti;-.ate t~ e!:e c.r:.d ot;:er pro~le:-:--..:: ::.rst 
hs.n~ so t:1at you ca!1 unders~and tbe situ2tion '.ere. 

:cie:r:t c.:,j 
probl~--::.s 

C .S. has not lived up to its obligations u.1der t:.e 
in ;-2.m cases has beer. in direct violation of it. 
t!~a: z~e na...i bec0i-::i.rit; evide:-it c.re just ;art of t e 

U. ~:. Trustees:-.ip ;.gree
Tl:e resultir:g radi::.tio.:-: 
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