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PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVEL
Dear Ataid,

The .edical

.z2minations of the DPongzelap und Uriril: neonle w
cucseassiuily commiated., Ve f£ind it necessary to bring threa naw :h;?:
cuses vo the J.3. Lfor [urther cxaminations and possiovle surgery; one
thaa Nongelap exposed oroun and tvo in the Utirii: exposed
eze no other - iadi

2né rhe neonles'!

~
oTe

L3

in

: aroun.  Thage
Jindings of uignificance {oxcept onz cise reprred to beiow
healtnh seemed generally cood., The thrz2e cancer cases

irca Jongeldp were brousah to Triplar for 2xaminations ond e tvewe iuiu
taac oitar sneclal thyroid examinations t e vas ro cvidence of cancay
reaoaining. However, 4 swall growch vas discoveresd in JNEEER ‘~ ‘e
realon or the piruitary sland, 3ince she wanted to be with her daugheer,
R for birth orf ter child, we could not carry osut further exuninations
Jenm ut ic i3 very ifmportiant titat sne et specialized oxaminations in
the U.S. and she has ngreed to return=-oossibly with che three <hyroic
cases. i ti =+

ey ol
i mwention this co you to ask your nelp ia case she should noc
fulily aporeciate the inmocrtance of rfurther examinations.
tha theae iadi

-':3\1 1

ihen ve
n2 thoeee ladies to Triosiers thnere wWas a ragretinl deliay in gerting chem
dnitted to ine hosoital, It seems tiat a certain saner vwas not given
to us for encrance inio cthe U.S. and iuxﬁgratiou held us up a long iz
and then in spita of careful preparations Zor admission to the hospizai
there was a dalay in getcing I was nost sorry for thic
I was glad

them admitted,

we had Linmliiino
Jacob aud Aclon Tica Jrom Rongelap on hand at the hospital to be with
tha@ a pood bit of the time.

2nd lmnow the iadics vere rightfully upset.

ik aud Ronze
s

During cur vicits zo Utir 32lap 1t was apparent that
s considerable confusicn about those elig
Taw £-52. At

thera
ible for uenefilts orf Pudlic
Utirli the unamnosed neonle thousht that they should Lo
antisled to I,D. Cards cad at Rongeidp hey wancved o5ii the children in-
cluded., The law and the agrcemeni between ERDA and 7.T. states that
only tha paonle on cux cxamination list (a copy of waich 13 kent at
llajuro) arn antltled. ‘Thiis includes exnosed X nge’ao ard Utiril: neonl:
«ud the special uncbposed longelan sroup oi 150 peopia, The
unzinosed Ucirik, only
ars Ineluded. Ve

Teareforz, no
some of tae enexposed Dengelan urd no childran

atcemnied to enolain thic and 2lco that: che unavposad
“onzalap conirnl sroun iy established many sears ano (1957) and

n2onle cn this list were selected to matea for ase and sex neopla L.
tho civazed Deonmelan sroun,  Thls Zroup is considered quite adequate
for both exnosed grouna arnd it has nou been considered negessary to
unexpozed Lifirik neonlz as controls.
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It should be mentioned, however, d
that all of these peonle havae tie henefit of general edical rooro
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aick call when our doctors are on tha islinds,  With regard to the con- .
trol group it s ry mderstanding that the Conzress of Micrecnesia in- :
cluded this group for benefits as an inducemen: for and compensation S s
£ . participation in tha ancual exami:ations. -

Anothar miscomcopticn among the people waa that the slight residuel - o 77
ceatemination on Rongelap was the cause of the few thyToild nodulasg cozed ‘
2a tha unexzosed lQongelan pecple {actually more nodules occurred in tha
cuexposed Rongelao peotls aot living om Rongelan). Attempta were nnda
x5 2mplain that she radioiodines (Mihyrold peoisci™y that coused the thywaild
soduales in the Rongelap seovle was gome (died out) by =3 weexs and so
there was noue of tirls ‘‘thyvoid »>oizon'" laft - hen the unexposed naonlaz
~cved thers. The level of orher radicisotopes which are not seleztively
absorbed by the _Lyroid (as i3 radiociodiz2) his bteen far too low to te
of coumsequence in tais regard. . =

. : r. )
It was a pleasure having John Haglelgam with us and I am sure a2 has
2 much bettar insight into these »Hroblems as a resul:t.  He indiecated that
veu may visit the outer islands soon. I1I£ 20, I hove wvou will ha abla to
telp clarify some of the wisumderstandings, I am airald some of the _
2onie are Dlamiag oux wedileal toam for the stipulacions of the law and ‘
cgrasment,. It trAas @ plzagure zeeing you 1o Xwajalein, v - -

Jith best zTegards,

- N : - - ‘e

Sincerely,

Robert A. Comard, T.D,
tACiim - | .
cc: Congressman J. Paglalgam:

L IR



