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Public Law 5-52 

FIRST REGULAR srss10~. 1973 (S.J' .. 89; S.D.l) 

l ,. 

AS ACT 
,., t 

.: , -~To provide for certain care and benefits to the people of Rongelap 
~ ··and Utirik ,\tolls e'l:posed to the ~:arch l, 1054, 11-1\ornh fallout: to 

"' '.provide for care and benefits to certain other :>eoplc from !1ongelap 
'• and lltirik, and for other purposes. 

1 Section l. Short title. This act is known and··may he cited 

2 as the Trust Territory ral lout Survivors :\ct. 

3 Secflon 2. StateMCnt of intent. :\s a result of the ·•arc~ l, 

4 1~54, "Br:i\io" s:10t of tlt~· Ca.st le Test Series conducted by Joint 

5 Task Force Seven at flikini .\toll, ,c;z rongelapcse, 157 l'tirikese, 

6 2 3 J anariese fi sherrncn, and '2 3 :\meri can s ervi cerncn were .exposed 

7 to raJioactive fallout wl~ich contaminated their places .of 

8 habitation. It is thus the sense of the Congress of 'licronesia 

9 

10 

11 

that the exposed Rongelapesc and lJtirikcse represent unique 

grours of people in the Trust Territory because of their experience. 

It is the further sense of the Congress that because of the special 

12 and unique effects of radiation which, in the case of the Rongelapese, 

'13 have been manifested in cases of thyroid nodules, thyroid cancer, one 

14 possible case of leukemia, and other effects --. that th&Se people 

15 should be accorded special care and treatr.:cnt by the Trust 

16 Territory Government in order to preserve and protect their health. 

17 F~nally, it is also the sense of the Congress, that examination 

18 of these exposed people requires the examination of nonexposed 

19 persons; that the health of these nonexposed persons must be 

20 maintained at the same level as those exposed; and that these 

21 nonexposcd persons as provided for in this act should also be 

22 entitled to the same care and benefits as exposed persons. 
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Section 3. Definitions. In this act, unless the context 

2 other.~ise requires, the following definitions shall apply: 

.l (1) ··Exposed person" means any ~licronesian citizen 

4 \\'ho w:i.s on Ponrclan Atoll, <\ilinginac Atoll, or lltirik \toll on 

s ''arch l, l<lS4, or who was horn within ten r.ionths after that date. 

fi (2) ''f\escendents of exposed persons" means children 

7 whose mother or father was an exposed nerson. 

·.·: R (3) "Control" means those persons nOI>' livini: in the 

9 >.farshal 1 Islands District who were not exposed to fallout from 

10 the \larch 1, 1954, test, but who agree as hereinafter provided 

11 in this act, to he examined and tested in like manner as exposed 

12 persons. 

13 Section 4. Rcnefits. 111e care and henefits provided hy 

14 the Trust Territory for the exnosed persons, descendants of 

15 exposed persons, and control persons shall he: 

16 (1) Transportation from their place of residence to 

17 the hosnital on '!ajuro, or Fbeye when that facility is comp1£"tcri, 

lR and return to their place of residence. Transportation for one 

19 immediate member of the family of the person wi 11 also he provided 

20 at no CX!"'ensc. 

21 (2) Per diem at standard Trust Territory rates wi 11 he 

.,., ... provided to the person requesting examination and also to the one 

23 person allowed to accomp311y him. The office of the nistrict Pircctor 

24 of Health Services shall be responsible for assisting such nersons 

25 in securing their proper per diem. 
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(3) !lousing at no cost to such persons sh:il 1 be 

.., 
~ provided hy the 1!arshall Isl::inds District Govcmr'!Cnt when such 

3 persons arc in 'lajuro or Cbcyc for examination or treatment; 

4 PRO\'Hl':D, !!OlffVf:~. that this Section shall not be construed 

5 to reciui re such persons to live in govcmncnt housing should 

6 they choose to make their own housin1: arrangements. 

7 (4) rree medical care including medication, treatl'lCnt, 

8 and i1ospitalization shall he. accordcJ to such persons. 

Cl Section S. Record of expenses. The District Director of 

10 l!ealth ~ervices and the fJistrict Director of Finance s!-tall be 

11 
.i ~ 

responsible for maintnininr. records of all expenses incurred 

12 under the ?rovisions of this :ict :ind the District Di rector of 

13 'fealth Services shall provide a quarterly report of the expenses 

14 to the ()ffice of the ilii.:h '.~omnissioncr, the , .. fficc of the Legislative 

15 Cotmsel of the Congress of '!icronesia, .:md to the Director of the 

16 Department of llealth ScrYiccs of the Trust Territory. The annual 

17 expenses incurred under the provisions of t'1is act shall ~'e defrayed 

18 as provided for in Section 10 of this act. 

19 Section 6. Procedures. inc persons r.cntioncd in Section 3 

20 of this act shall initiate their request for transportation to a 

21 hospital facility with the health aide or other representative of 

22 the Trust Territory ncpartmcnt of !fealth Services. lf a field 

23 

i 
24 

f 
I 

trip vessel is :it the i 'and, the health aide, if he he lieves the 

request is valid, shall so advise the doctor aboard or the naster 

. 25 of the ship in lieu of a doctor. If the health aide is not on the 
;_ 
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island, the person should ask the magistrate, council member, 

school teacher or other recognized community leader to act 

in his behalf. Tilis Section shall not he construed to allow 

persons the aforesaid benefits if the ailment or COT!lplaint 

could have been treated at the person's place of residence, 

by the health personnel avail ah le. It should further not be 

construed to require the reroutin~ of ships or planes for 

minor ailments or complaints which can be treated on the 

island; PROVIDED, !10\\'E\IF.R, that an exposed, descendant of 

an exposed, or a control person who has a serious and acute 

complaint, illness, or accident shall be transported in a like 

manner as any other emerp,cncy patient. 

Section 7. Handbook. Tile Department ofllealth Services, 

the District Office of Health Services and the Special Joint 

Committee Concerning Rongelap and Utirik Atolls, in conjunction 

with the Brookhaven ~!ational Laboratory, shall cause to be 

created and reproduced a handbook to be given to exposed, 

descendants of exposed, and control persons. Said handbook 

shall contain, but not be limited to, the following information: 

Exposed or nonexposed status, date of birth, sex, name and Brookhaven 
-

National Laboratory case number of the person. Space shall also be 

provided for a record of medical examinations and findings in the 

Marshallese language. 

Section 8. Eligibility. Exposed persons and descendants of 

exposed persons are automatically eligible for the benefits provided 
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1 tmder this act. Control persons shall become eligible only upon 

2 signing a written agreement in both •.farshallese and English 

3 which provides that said person wi 11 become eligible for the 

4 aforementioned benefits only if he or she agrees to act as a 

S control person. The District nirector of llealth Services shall 

6 be responsible for drafting said agreement in conjunction with 

7 the Director of the Department of Health Services and Brookhaven 

8 ~ational Laboratory. All persons who arc transported to l:ajuro 

9 or Cbeye for examination tmder the provisions of this act shall 

10 sign a statement prior to leaving their home island, agreeing to 

11 submit to a complete medical examination, which shall include, but 

12 not be limited to a blood test. 

13 Section 9. Enforcement. 1'!1e Oirector of the 'farshall Islands 

14 District ~ealth Services shall be nominally responsible for carrying 

IS out and en forcing the provisions of this act, but may, at his 

16 discretion, confer with other district officials, the Department of 

17 llealth Services and the Special Joint Committee or the presiding 

18 officers of the Congress of "licronesia. The Oistrict Director 

19 shall insure that those eligible receive the full benefits provided 

20 under this act and shall insure that those persons visiting the 

21 district center hospital, or other medical facility, are returned 

22 to their home island as soon as is appropriate to their condition, 

within the constraints of nonnal ship schedules. The District 

Director shall also include in his quarterly report any and all 

flagrant or continuous abuses or violations of the intent of this act. 

189 

~- ~"a:iil 
jiiiillllilMiiUQ~~.l;;~;.,;.-. ...,...,,._" __ ._ ... 

'""-:·:.' ... ""."""'. 
ht 

. .-·¢·"· .... ·- ... -..-.,..- --·-



!· 

i.· 
h 

P. L. 5-52 

1 Continued abuse of the privileges and benefits of this act may 

2 result in temporary or oermanent suspension of the offender 

3 from eligibility. A petition to suspend eligibility will be 

4 presented by the Oistrict 1lirector of llealth Services to the 

S Marshall Islands dele~ation of the Coni::ress of nicronesia. 

6 Decisions of the ~1arshall Islands delegation shall be final. 

7 Section 10. The Office of the lligh Commissioner is directed 

8 to seek an executive agreement with the Atomic: Energy Commission 

9 whereby the expenses incurred under the provisions of this act 

10 will be defrayed either directly or on a reimbursable basis by 

11 the Atomic: F.nergy Commission 3l'ld report his findings to the 

12 Congress of ~4i.c:ronesia no later than thirty days after the 

13 effective date of this act. 

14 Section 11. Effective date. This act shall take effect upon 

15 the approval by the lligh Commissioner, or upon its becoming law 

16 with out such approva 1. 

---11-)_.1"-'"<_....· ( __ /_/_, 1973 

High Commissioner 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Is lands 
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