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People of Uliri1, /.t:1l1, }.!arshall I.slanJs 
N•;gligencc - ~~tn·l1 1, 195-l 

D~·;.r Sir: 

1liis of.ficL~ has been rctaincJ. by t:1-.: FcopL:: of llti.rik Atol~, 
~:arsk1ll J:~J:iih.ls, UaiteJ Natic,ns fn.i.:::tccship, to seek cc~~pc;:·:;;1tir.n 
on their hch::i.lf for Jar..:iges they hciv~ surfcrc~d ~~ ::t result of th.~ 
nc-gligcnce of the Pni tc.J Stutes G.:">-:t:. !:lrncnt .in :h.~ ~ct.:cm:-it ion ·~f u 
nuclear l'.l-\'icc on ~:arch 1, 195-l. 

For thr Ja.-;t 22 yc:ff~ our clicr.ts h:::\'C suffcn'd f.::niil 1...1~~ c:ffr("ts 
o( thejr cxoos:.ire to r~,iiation \~ith rmh· tukcn co;:1ncn!:iation c.:i1~ 
p0riodic 1!1?~hcil trcatnc:nt \\hich can on,ly be described as c~::)erir.":'ntnticn. 
Along \;i ~ h the high r!c~:ree of thyroid twrors, .i nc}tding maligiWilC)', 
ru;i0n1~ tlie cxFosed popul..Itic.1, cdd;:nc-c h;E l:c:c:: dct~ctc~l thct :'e:::c:1d 
1~-.llC1"QtiOn (h.il-:.!.;1.'I: :ll"C OCil1{T f,C'11Ptic-:dlV affl !cterJ. rc.:.:.idC::::. t!lC' 
direct phy<:::ic,al ... brur ..... , the entir~ }nJul~tion ,,r the atull suffcys 
from the c:1:otiundl ~:nd p.:>yd.oJogical effects of the c:.-..vccta-:: ion of 
c..:•atim?1ng b::2i th prc.hlc;:b. Your ~~~1.·11cy :;h~,uhl 1' . ..: hCll :;,~\arc of ~he 
cn\'iorm!·..:nta1 irr;13ct the radia~ i en h~b h:;.d ,_;pon the fl or:! and fatt1a 
r1C l!t.i rik .\toll. =:8\\ t!1:tt the fori1rr ~-c:-;j,:~'11ts ;·,f Bikir:! ,\tell hu1;c 
L ~n co;;~ ::·11.s~: ~ :.:·d for ti 1ci r prupcr'..y 10s~c:-: hr Con~rcs::d cn<!l <.H.:tiu:i, 
·it is tiff~ ti~~t the people of U~i:·~k Atoll shall l--~ COii:pcns;:1::cd for 
~l:r; Jo~s of life, CO!ltinuing di5-C':1:-ocs, threat of disease, altcre'~ 
cn\'iro111.:1..'nt 21J U1c humilL1Licn of bci~~ -tr.::!alc'J ;.!S hum~ui guin::i pi~s. 

·1~1ere ~nc :-::..ill 40 person;,; alive in the e)...-p<'~c-d ~rO!Q U\·ing on the 
!\toll. ThL; offi"·c IIO\\. JL·m~n1..b ti1at ca1...·lt ~:...iJ e\·c1y r.e1!bcr uf that 
gwup b;,: cu;:\'2!1~~ttcd in the surn of O:ii..: ~-lillH"il l\Jll..!rs u:1,1~uO,OOJ.UO~ 
for phr::: i Gd ::.nd I'S)'clwlogfral injury. ru;·~ 11:.'r dcn.111d is made u:l 
b-half nt :•ll 0ti:cr inh:ibi t:mts of tl:c .-\tL:1 ! i:l the sui:1 uf' :iixtY 
~1illic:!1 lbllJr;., ($t.i.J,OO~..l,OOU.lJO) ".ff p;:;yc]~(';lngic:1!, cn-orional aivl 
C'!i':ion::_':1t;1 l c:cal~c:;. 
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