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Ra: Quur Cilivnt: Pcople of Gtirih Atoll, Marshall Islands
Negligence - March 1, 1954

Dour Sir:

This of [ice has been retained by the People of Utirik Atoll,
Marshall Jsluads, United Nations frusteeship, to seek cw'pc“.aticn
on their behalf {fov damages they have sulfered a2s a result of the
negligence of the tmited States Covermment in the detonation »f o
nuclear Jdevice on March 1, 1954,

For the last 22 vears our cliernts have suffered from the cffects
ol their exposure te radiation with enly token cormensation aid
periodic medical treatment which can oniy be described as exmerinrentatien.
Along with the high desree of thyroid tumors, including malignancy,
among thie exposed populatica, cvidence has boon detectod that >ef“10
goneration ¢hildien are being geonetically afflicted. .L:1d~> the
dlILCt UhVQ1LuA damace) the entire polulation of the atell suifers

‘om the caotional wnd psychological effects of the expectation of
c;ntinv*ng beaith problens.  Your apency should be well mware of the
cnviorniental i1mpact the radiatien has had upen tHc {lora and fawa
ol Utirik Atell. Mow that the forwer rc\iJ:n1“ of Bikind Atell hove
Lwcn cosponsated for tielr property losses by Congressicnel action,
it is time tiot the people of Utirik Atell shall be coupensazed for
the Joss of life, continuing diseases, threat of discase, altered
civiroiwient wnd the humiliation of being trcated as hwnan guinia pigs.
There cre <till 40 person: alive in the expescd growp living on the
Atoll. This offive now Jemands that cach mid every rerber oi that
group be conpansated in the sum of Que Millien Ivllars (31,000,002.00,
for physicil and psychological injury. Further derand is made on
Lohalf of 11 otirer inhabitants of the Ate!l in the sum of Sixty
Millien Pollars ($00,000,000.00) “or psycholopicat, crotional and
cnviormantal damages.
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