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FIFTH CONGRESS OF MICROHESIA . . ’- - ' .
: . : - Ty - :
; FIRST REGULAR SESSIGN, 1973 ' .
AN ACT t
To provids for certa2in care and benefits to ths people of Rongslap ' ?

snd Utirik Atolls exposad to the Marca 1, 1954, H-Bocb fallout; to
provide for carz and beneflts to certain other people from ngelap
< and Utirik and for other purposcs.
BB IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESTA:
Section I, Short title. This act is known and may be cited

as' the Trust Territory Fallout Survivors Act,

1

2

5. Section 2. Statement of intent. As a result of the March 1,
4 1_9;54, "Bravo" shot of the Cestle Test Serles conducted by Joint

.Tesk Forcv Seven at Bikini Atoll, 82 Rongelapese, 157 Utirikese,

4
'6 25 Jzpanese fishermen, and 28 Amerlcan scrvicemen woro exposed
7 to ‘r’*dxaacuve fallout uhid. contaminated their places of

b : I KR | N [T NTR R C PP xn;.;

hsbxtation. It is thus the sense of the Caxgress of Merenesia

that ko oxposod Rongela;:esa and Utirikese represent miqus

- groups of poocple in the Trust Territoxy bscause of their expcr;ence.v E

It is the furthsr sease of the Ccngréss.thaz becauso of the spécial

‘end vnique effects of radiation vhich, in the case of ‘the Rongelspess,
have boen mauifested In cases of thyroid nodules, thyroid cz-mcer, 008

possible case of leukemls, md other effocts -- that these people

should bs accorded spscial cers and treatmsut by the frust

18 Territory Govsarament in' ordar to presaerve asd protect thelr health,
17 Fin;zllj', it i3 slso the saﬁsa of the Cengaress, that exasination

18 of these exposed peopla requires the exaninatim of nonexposed

19  persons; that ths hezlth of these nonexpossd persons must be N
20 palntained 2t the sams level as those exposed; and that these

21 jfonexposed purscns as providéd for An this set should also be

v 22 entitled to tho sar> carc and benofits as oxposad persons..
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. l. . Section 3. Defirnitions., In this act, unless the context
2 othendso requires, the follcwing dafinitions shall apply' '
3 (1). "Exposod person” means sny Micronesian citizcn
. 4 who.uas on Rongelnp Atoll, Ailing'inan Atoll, or Utirik Atoll on
s Ma.rch 1, 1954, or ¥ho wes born within ten xonths after that date,
. : 6 -(2) “Doscendents of exposed psrsons” mezns children
, 7 ) vhoso mother or fat‘ler was an exposed person,
. _ﬁ': 8. {3) "Control" means those persons now living in the
. 9  Marshall }slands District who wers not exposed to fallout from
)0 Vthe March 1, 1954, test, but who agree as hereinafter prt;vidad :
.ﬁ--'.,u . 1n.thi.s act, to be examined and tested in like manner as exposed
' “M: 13" Secfi‘m- 4, Bnneﬂ‘ts. The care end iaenefits providad by o

'the Trust Te.rrito'i-y‘ for the exposed porsms; descondants of
exp'osed penoz;ﬁ, aad control persons shzll de:
(1) Traosportation frem their. flpce' of re#ideneo tc
the hgsﬁital on lﬁjuro, or Ebsye when that facility is cowpleted,
and return to their placs of residence,: Trmportatim for cne

fomediate wemder of the farmily of the person vill also bo provided -

et no expense, STT

T

. (2)1_ Por dlem at stendard Trust 'l‘sn'i-tory rates will be

ﬁrovlded to the person requesting examinatfion and also to ths one L
porson allowed to sccompany him. The office of the Dis'rict Director
of Haalth Services shall be responsibls for assisting such pmms

in socming their proper por diem,

- -
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A mdsr the provisions of this act end the District Director of
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(3) Housing at no cost to such persons shall be
provided by the Marshall Islands District Government when such
poersens are in Majuro or Ebeye for examlnation or treatment;

PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that this Section shall not be construed

to requim sush persons to live in government housing should

t.hey choose to make their own housing arrangarents. ' . _3

(4) Free redical care including medicatiom, treatmnt,

“and hospitalization shall be accorded to such persons,

The Distxict Director of

I3

Section 5. Record of expenses.

Health Sorvices and tho bistrict Director‘ of Financa shall be

responsible for nnintaining records of all expenses incurred

" Hoalth Services shall provide a quarterly roport of the expenses

" to the 0ffics of tho Uigh Commissioner, tho Offics of the logislatlve

Counsel of the Congress of Micronesia, and to the Director of the
Department of Health Sorvices of ths Trust Territoi'y. The annual _
orpehSes incurred inder ths provisions of thls act shall be defroyed

as provided for in Section 10 of this act.

Section 6, Procsdures. The persons peutioned in Sectiex 3
of this act shuli initiate their request for transportation to =z
hoépital facility with tho health alde or other representativs of

the Tmst-Territory' Departmwent of Health Services. If a field

. trlp vessel is st the isloend, the health sids, 1if he belioves the

request 1s valid, shall so advise the doctor sboard or the master

of the ship in llen of a doctor. If the health eids 15 not on the

.
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1s1amd, the person should ask the maéistrate, council merber,
school teacher or other."recognized comaunity leader to act

in his behalf. This Section shall not be construed to al:low -
.persons the aforesaid bencfits if the ailu:anf 6! cormplaint |
.(:ould have bem treatod at the porson s placa of Tosidence,

by the health psrsonnsl avallsble, 1t should-funher not be

Rt

cgnstrued to requirs the rorouting of ships or planecs for-

" minor ailmonts or complaints which com be treated on the .

R . L U PR V)

islamd; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that an exposed, descendant of

o

m exposed, or a control person who has a serl-‘ous and scute
cozplaint, 1llness, or acddeni shall be transported in a like
' r.x:r’nner as =y other ewergency patient. | A ' I
" Sectiom 7. Handbook. The Department bf Health S.orvicss,‘
the-Di.r.t:dct Office of Health Services and the Special Joint

Cormittee Concerning Ronpgelap and Utirik Atolls, in conjunction

with the Brookhaven National Laboratory, shall cause to be

croated and reproduced a handbook to be given to exposed, -

- 18  descondants of exposed, and cantrol persons.  Sald handbook

R 10 19 shall contaln, but not be limited to, the following informatien:

?0 Exposed 6: nonexposed status, date of birth, sex, name snd Brookhaven
21 " Hational Leboratory case Rusber sf the person, Space shall zlso be -
. 22 provided for a record of redical examinations and findings in the

23  Marshellese lmnguage. S

.

- 24 . Section 8. Eligibility. Exposed porsons and descendants of

25 expossd persons are automatically eligibls for the benefits provided

‘)
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~ control parson.

; or Lbeye for exanination under the p;rovisi.ons of this act shall

cr*o_mq'o»'v\hunu

_ nog be limted to ablood test, - - T e

“.
“n

. District Health Services shall be nowhally responsible for carrying

~district center hcspltal,_'or other pedical facility, ars returned

wnder this nsct, Control porsons shall becors eli{;ible only upon
signing a written agrec‘aimx;t in both Marf;ha;nese end Cnglish '
uhic.h provides tha; said person will hecoms eligible for the .
aforsrpentioned benefit;;'or‘xl).' if he or she ggrees to ect as @ o
The District Director of Haalth Services shall
be respo'\sibla for drafting sald agreement in cunjunction with .
the Director of the Departmnt of Health Services and Brook.‘xnvan

Ratienzl Laboratory. All psrsons who are transported to Majuro

sign a statement prior to lsaving their home island, agreeing to

submit to a complete medical examination, which shall 1ﬁc1udo,._but

Section 9. Enforcement. The Dircctof.'c-);the Hars‘mlll Islnﬁds:
out and enforcing the provisioas of this act, but ray, at his ,
discretion, confar with other district officlsls, the Departmnt of ;
P.éalth Sarvices and the Special Joint Cormittes or the presiding -
offioérs of tho Congress of Micronesie, :'I‘ho Di::trlct Director

shall insure that those eligible receive tho full bencfits pro&ided

under this act and shall insuro that those porsons visitiag the

to their hows island es soon as is appropriate to their condition,
within the constr'aints of normsl ship schedules. The District
Director shall also include in his quarterly report any and” all .

flagrent or continucus chbuses ox violatims of ths intent of this act.

74




TITITIOTIL  AT I TIPS Y T

TN

s ’

—

SR SRR T T T TS TR AT ar T e I T S ey ST L

© 0w WM N N

LT o R e
H W N O

ot
» N

N s pe pe s
G © =

o
-

NN N
[N S PR

- from eligibility,

Pecdsions of the Marshall Islmds delegation shall be final,

’effect.va date of this act,

Continued sbuss of tho privileges and bonefits of. this act may
result in temporary or fomnnent susponsion of the offendor
A petition to suspend eligibili_ty wili be
presented by the District Diroctor of Health Services to the

Marshall Islands delegation of the Conzress of Micronosia.

-

. Secticn 10, The Offlco of the High Ccrmuissioner 1'3 directed
to seck m roxecuti\A!e agreemel;xt with tf\é Atonie EnergyvComdssion Lo
whercby the exﬁenses incurred tmder the proti;ions of th'is act
will be defrayed either directly or on a reimburssble basis by -
the Atonte Energy Cormission and report his findings to the

Cohgraﬂs of Micronesia no later than t‘\irty dzz's nftor the

~. el

" Secetion 11, Effsctivo date. This act shall teke effect upon
the’ approval by the High Commissioner, or upca 1ts becoming leor

without such epproval. .
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Trust Terriwry of the Pacifice Islemds
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