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~:CJl>6frs£~~--=r PROVISION OF IlITERIM MEDICAL CAFJ:: FOR 

Cb July 31, l97C.', Tu:'. Robert A. Cone.:::d of BI:L called to discuss what he 
considers to be an ur~ent proble~ in respect to the exposed group of 
Ron;elese natives that be is surveyin5 a..'lllually fro~ the medical point of 
view. Dr. Corl~rd feels that so.:::e sort o.L' rdnice.l medical supervision n.ust 
be provide.:1. f'cr the Ron;;elese throuc;hou.t the i!Jterin periods between mecl.ical 
surveys. No such provision has heretofore been n:ade. 

Accord.ins to !h·. Co!lerd, the mei..~ reason f'or this need is that many of 'the 
exposed indiviouels have severely ~en thyroids and require regular 
.CTedicatio:::J. i:f they eye to reree:!.~ i!'l i:;ood. health. Althou.¢h the thyrcid 
preparatio!'l useQ for this purpose is ev£ilable to the Roncelese and is 
easily taken via the ore.l route, ef!e~t~ve zr:.einten2.Ilce requires the 
supervisio~ o~ an individual ·with sa::ie filedice.l co~~etence. Dr. Contu"d 
feels it is also desireble to have a rred.ically-treineu perso~ check o~ 
the generel health of the Ron6elese at ~~e~uer.t inte:"rals en~ to keep 
record.s on cesths that rea._v occur. 0:1 ?est occasions where deaths have 
occarred Gurinb the interim perioc, it hes been il!:possible to obtain 
reli~ble :L>lio::--;:iation regardin;; ca.use~ c: death or the natu::-e o:: ter....:.i.nul 
illnesses that nay have existed. 

Officials o:f the Trust Territory have informed Dr. Conard t.he.t they cou...._ 
make available a medically-trained person (nurse or raedicel aiC.2) to hc"l.:.~~~'-;:: 
an interi.:;i medical ca.re prot;ra.tJ providin.; that .AEC fun(IB • .. ·ere availcble t·:.: 
cover the cost of such an activity. It is estirc.ateci th~t ~-;, 00:> -.~oaj_(;, .... .:: 

suf~icient for this purpose and Dr. Co;:iard bas requ2sted that thin a:..:;o\l..."t 
be !llB.cie avc.ilable by DBM throll0h the Hevade O;>erations O~::'icc. 
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As I interpret the situation, Dr. Conard's request is based on both 
humanitarian and practical considerations, the latter being concerned ~'1.tL 
improving record keeping in order to improve the quality of the ruedicnl 
study. In my opinion, this .request is appropriate and the $5,000 should 
be provided ~or the int~rim medical care program. If necessary, this 
should be done by increasing our allocation of funds to NVOO. 

Mertin L. Minthorn, Jr. 
Bioche.::il.st, Medical Research Branch 
Division or Biology end Medicine 
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