e =~

4OELEBO

Ausust 3, 1970

us US DOE ARCHIVES ¥4

7826 US ATOMIC ENERGY
RG COMMISSION

Colleciion p’ﬁ -EPL [FILES
John C. Whitnah, Chief  Box 7'53 65? ¢

Program Coordinetion Branch, DBM

i dﬂ‘ﬁ' ngA-D zc I/ mkj‘
PROVISION OF INTERIM MEDICAL CArI FOR TBL’I?&M N m_ 44

Ca July 31, 1977, Dr. Robert A. Conerd of BIL called to discuss what he
considers to be an urgent probisz in respect to the exposed group of
Rongelese netives thet he 1is surveying ennually from the medical point of
view. Dr. Cornard feels that soze sort oi rinimel medicel supervision nust
be provided for the Rongelese throughout the interim periods between medical
surveys. HNo such provision has heretofore been made.

According to Dr. Conard, thzs rein reason for this need@ is that meny of “the
exposed indiviauels heve severely dameged thyrolds and reguire reguler
medication i they are to rewein in zZ00d health. Althouzh the thyrcid
preparation used for this purpose is eveilsble to the Ronselese and is
easily teken vie the orel route, effective rmeintenance requires the
supervisicn o en individual with same medicel comnetence. Dr. Conard
feels it is mlso desireble tc have & medicelly-treined person check on
the genersl health of the Rongelese st freguent intervals eni tc keen
records on ceeths that magy occur. On pest occasions where deaths have
occurred curing the interim period, it nas been irpcssible to obtein
religblie inforrzetion rezarding causes of death or the nature cf termingl
illnesses that nsy have existed.

Officials of the Trust Territory have informed Dr. Conerd thaet they coull
make aveilable & medically-treined person (murse or medicel aicde) to haunilc
en interim mecdical care progras providing that AEC funds were availeble tu
cover the cost of such an activity. It is estimsted that £35,000 woulid ve
sufficient for this purpose &nd Dr. Coaard has requested that this szount
be made aveilablie by DBM throush the Nevede Operations Oflicc.
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John C. Whitneh -2 - August 3, 1970

As I interpret the situstion, Dr. Conard's request is based on botn
bumenitarian end practicel considerations, the latter being concerned witkh
improving record keeping in order to improve the guality of the medical
study. In my opinien, this .request is appropriate and the $5,000 should
be provided for the interim medicel care program. If necessary, this
should be done by increasing our allocstion of iunds to NVOO.

Mertin L. Minthorn, Jr.
Biochemist, Medicel Research Branch
Division of Biology end Medicine
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