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those present at the meetina included: : ·froii2 ~:!;, Dn. Bo~d. Cronkite, 

Cohn, and Co~ard; from DOI, Janice Johnson; from t~t\. Dre. B\,l'i'r (lolho 
. . 

chaired the meetina), Weyzen, Yorstet, and Messrs. r.Oly, Mccraw, arid ~tbers. 

Conard gave a b(IDdout of auggested topice foz Uiocuseion along. with ... . ·. .. . . 

copies of some pertinent material and then presented a reviev of the 

evente occurring in the recent medical survey 1n the t1a.rshall Iolcnds 
. ~ 

1n Muu-April, as background for topics to be diocuaood. A brlcf eummaey 
~ . . 

of discussion of. major topics follows. E COPY 
BEST AVAILABL _ 

Future of B!t'L t-c.cdical Program in the Marsh"ll Isl~""' 
I • 

~ith DI· Knuds~, the resident physician _in the ?'~rohnll Icl:nds, 

leaving t~ program at the end of the year, and rct.ir~t of Dr. Conard 

scheduled for January 1979, recruitment of. one or moro pbyaicfona for -the 

pTogr~ will be ·necessary. Should the position of renidcnt phro1c1an be 

continuo,u Ia it peoe111ary to continue four _ycorJ1 'ri.6it::r to ~~zl:ap 

and Utirik? 'hie following alternatives were diocusaeu: 

1. Recruit two phy&ician.e to relieve Conard and r...nudoon Qd continue 

the progra.m as before. 1be resident physician ldnht bo ccquirc.l 001 a 

year-to-year basis vitb the help of somo group, ccch C3 the Univ~roity of 

t . 

' . . DOE AR.CHIVE~ 
Hawaii or the Public Bealth S~rvic.e. 

2. Have mly one physician 1n the program ~~10, fo arlcl1Uon to adminie-

teri.ng the program from BNL, would visit the islcndo b1o:inu:illy !or a 
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. September checkup on the people and organ be ~d. ~~ cr1t th~; cnnla1 
•dical 1~7 in March-April. 1be Trust ·rerdtory ""Otd, hopefully, ~· 

!ill tn·for tha othar quarterly visits to the outer 1s1~da. 

3. I.a in 1, except recruit a parane.dic in~toDd of a physician r ·, 
• 

' ' I 

to he in the talands, .and make the quarterly visits including asUstan~e 

to the physician on the September trip and t~e. ~ua.1 '~r;1cy. Altet'Dat~~e 
\ 

3 eeemed to be favored. The concenaus vas that q~Ytcrly trips tbould be' 

Continued if possible.· BNL would explore furtbQr theoo poaolbll1tica. It 
' 

was pointed out that if the quarterly trips were cbandoncd en e~lcnation : · ... -. . . 
' to the people would be neceeaary •• 1n any event, a letter to Oocor dcBrum 

concerning the future status of the medical program vould be deGir®le. 

'!be question was rais~d aa to whether, fro11 the roscor~ poi.Dt of view, 

ER.DA might have gotten "nearly all the mileage" out of tho program and 

another organization might.take over. It was pointed cut that with the 

"increasing development of hypothyroidism in many expo!icd pc~le end the 

continued development of thyroid nodules there vns, if anything, en in-
1 

creaae in research interest ill the program. r' 

· lt vas agreed that !IU>A abould support furt!ior tr'11:ll.:>l of """ Or ~te 
Marsballese personnel, perhaps at the Vniverait7 of 1!:'~~1, to participate 

in th~ 111edical program in th~ islands. Such trninina ~ould be pri.c.lrily 

for general health care, but also include amxie a:::~ccts of rcdiation and 

'its effects. Further exploration of this program 11hould be pursued with 

the Trust Territory. 

DOE ,ARCHIVES 
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Letter to the ttir,iotrate of Ut1rik ~ . .I 
At the time of the March _•urve)', the Ut1r1k ~ll ~quc:-otcd a 

• I •· . • 
letter u soon aa possible u to whether ERDA vould obtO;!n A rollof 

' physician for D~. Knudaen in.~rder,for continu~~cn o~ tho ~uar,:rly 
visits to their island. If no ~placement vaa int~d~d~ they otatcd 

they would cttec:;>t to locate a doctor of their o-.m for thio purpo~e. 
. . . ; . . ~ 

A draft of a a letter to the Magistrate of UtirPt v48·~resentc~ and 
r 

af.nce there vna some objection to the wording of tb& ~ter, it v:ia to 
: s: 

be reviaed by ERDA. 

'lbe ERDA ans\..'cra to the letters from the pcnpfo t'lf ROngel!m l'.nd Utirik 

It vos agreed that ERDA needed to reyise tbe.prcocQt drafts of the 

answering letters in the light of the results of thia c~htina and recent 
. - ~ 

events • 
• 

·~ 

Rcoponcc to Dnkal o.nd Bakal (law firm) letter. r~r~r~~o5 p~ndira 

· ·'Suit by the Utirik people against ERDA · {: · 

An answer prepared by ERDA lavyers at Lns Ve&co' wn.:> t~d. Tale ' . letter outlined the concern and support (medical, etc.) cf t1213 1Jt1r1'k 

people by BP.DA (ABC) over the years. 

BEST AVAILABLE copy: 
Thyro~d Central Study 

It wn.s pointed out that more information vas b~dly r.:cdcd on the 

general incidence of thyroid abnormalities in the unexpo~cd )!.:lrshnllcse 

people in order that fitldirlgs, particularly in the Utir1k population, 

could better be evaluated with regard to radiation c::po~c::. &uring the 

DOE ARCHlVES 



f. , . .. 

I 

• . 
1; 
f 
I • . 
' . 

.. 
~-
I 

. 

I·~ 
l 
I 

I 
I 

I 
l 

I 
I 
l 
i 
l 
~ 
I 

.. 
-~ 

. z.:: f' ·-. 1 · "' • I ' ' t f · ' * •, 1\_ 1 (_ I/ · •JO'~ ·l ' .r I;._:' ~·( .-•-' . '. .. :, : . · . '·. '· ( 
• . ··•• !·J' \j.,j {\ i ··. ieo\<t• •. , ... -..... ·, • . •. 

: . .-··t-"'·1~'-> ir~· .: 1.,,, ·1·1:.·:.·t· .·· .· ,·'·'~ : · : ~ • ' · , • : \ , .. · , ~, ·: ~ · . "· ··r ... ·; · : : . ,. • • • 1 · \. •l ', ... . • • • . I • . · •. ' .• ' . . , ',. : . . . ( . . . .. · .. . . . . . . . . . 
paat •umt, -s>•_.:~, unaxpo1ed. P~4?Pl• of· UtlfSlf- ~'4 ~aelBp ·tt~r~ included 

. ~ • J ,. • . • . ; • I ~ \ • '•I :: : ! ~ . :- . ; l .. •:, ' • I 
• .. I.. • • • • I ' • ~ . • I ' , '1 • I - ' ·. .. . ·• .• ... • ' • 

in a thyrol~ iu~-07~. ·~it vu. p:oin1~.~:·i~'=~.~~u~.:~~cra;~~hf.fl>~ ~~?;.~ ·: 
dozen people in tbB- nu·~ ·tvo' 1ur8 1J1. this ~r111•p· on no. tb~old'. =ur~ery· 
would be .1ndicatod. ·J ~~-- v~~ :be d~J1~~~- ~:"~~ ~ '(>&tien~~ tcltcn:. 

• " ·t ; I ;i . .. , .< - . . . . ~ . '.\ r· . . . . 
perhaps to Triplor Amy Hospital. 1..o Honolulu,: u:>in:J tb9 amao aurccon end ' . \. . . . . 
. patbol~giet; vbo h~~ bacn hvolve.4 in tha prot~an. D!ER agreed. to a;ive . . . . ·,\ . 

. ·\, . . 
· ... 'f18 progr~ fur~ther ~~ri_Q~- ~~~~,~:~~~.~·:\ ."·.~;. / . ~. :- : . 

" ' <· . . . : • . . " ; . . · .... ' . . '·\\ .: ' . ' ; . "·. :· . "'< 
·. 'Briefing nt DOI ~ . . ' 

l 
~ "nl8 DOI rcpreso.ntotive ._uggested that a bricfi.nn of Mr. A. \:~el 

.. . I . . 
(uc.v lli;:.h Com&sioncr of the Trust Territory) a:icl t:r~. lluth \'an Clove 

I ; ' 
(new Director of Offiee of ·Territories.at DOI) by co-~ t!DA rc?rcaentotives 

' . • I 

vould be helpful, particularly prior; to the 1JN ~tinc:i b t~cv Yo\k• .one . 
of tba topics to be diocusaed would be the problCl:B accc:tiltcd with tbe 

• 411 • • • 

Congress of Microneaias Plr5-52. (concerning c~rt~~ho:pi~ bcnefits,to 

Rongelap an~ Utirik people). _Th,,~e is a diepari~y bct\:c:~ t~~ Concrcss 

bill and the llRDA-TT agreement vrch v~uld seem to tna1cnt~ a po~s.ible 

ie~i~ o~ t:ha .b~_ll. C~reSB~ _Balo~:~~ ~d1:ot~_d ~~t b~ foit t!tat 
. . -~ . . 

1uch a revision would bG required. 

·BEST AVAILABLE CQPY . . ' 

. . 

At the request of DOI, an updated aumary of ~c11ccl ~!!ld1ocu_~~ A,RCI!lVI 

prepared. It was pointed out that the list• of people \i!t11 f ind1nga were 

continuously being addod to. Only 23 of 65 exposed Ron;cle;> people nov 

living are not listed as having thyroid abpormalitiea. The tDI repre

sentative recaLked th.at the so-called Burton bill w~ &n ~bus bill 

... 
' , . 
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It ie1 understood that ecr.::o ehcn::es e7: still be . . . . . , 

:euggestod' bcfo~ t&'le 8cnnt~ consideration of . tbo bui. · 

. . 1~t' . : . )::'.~ ·.: .. : .:;'.: . ~ ~' . . . : : : . : ·... : ..... : . 
• • '. \" , •• , ........ o ... ... f .... ,, ...... : '." :~ . .. . . · ...• ,. • . .. . 

~ ~·~~: :•: • : '· ' ff, "•'::.: • .'" ~· I •• f ~ • '; ::;"•': .. < • 'o 

Arul~~l.~d1~·"'i' ~h~ck~ps on Bikini. and Entuctr't pr-opJ~ . . . . .·." 
t( -

~\ 

Since ~e B~ and Eniwetak people were no~ expocc:I ~:> rodiotion at .... 

the time of the accldant, as ia true of the Rongelap and Ut1r1k people, 
\ . . 

mecU.cal .ezamfnotione vould not be justified on the bnolo of poaible radiation 
. . . . ~ ... 

effects. Bovover• the viov has been expressed t~t tbco~ di~loced poople 
~ 

' ,. 
ahould be conBidefed as a special group of Mar'11alleoe,· C!ld the fact that . 
they will be living on f.G~da that have bee.n _ cont~ctcd would warrnnt · 

.. .... . . . ~.·.: ' . . . . . - . 

annual medicol checkups for psychological reasons (reco:uranco) if for . 
nothing more. /. It vna noted that the Bikini peo;>~e h.o.va r~!!t!~otcd by letter 

that tbe i:n.. ~~cal ,sr:up visit ~hem;' ~·'.~ tba~ Congroo=~ t:>loa W 

... ,p~~cly ez;>~ocd cli::~pointment that the BniltotOlk. pro::~ tees not · . . . . . . 
include modical examinations of the returning people. The C'.udnnan said 

that DBER would give this subject further consideration and report on .. 
their concluaiona :~ST AVAILABLE COP'I 

!1oaeeay proara.m • !!1.kini and Enivetak ~ 

·.· . 

Bikini A letter to Dr. Liverman was presented with tables of 137ca 
. 137 

.'lnri Pu findincs. 'Th~ increase· in · Cs body burdc.no of tha Mki.D.i people 

//, 1 
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i 

: · . 
·: ~ 
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·: forbidden pandanua and breadfruit -vhicb· could cceount ;or t~) tuc~cd 
• •• I • ' . . • : : • • • • • • • • • I 1 

" , '; j ·!, boill '.,urcl~ i \11th !'!'~· to l'u,: t~a problm;:s Usoci..t~d · dtli l'.°tting · : : 

'~ · ··~· ~ ' auffid:ent urine am;>lo• for analysis by "c::lean." teclm1~~. c.a roco-cnded 

by TlG group, vaa mentioned and further consideration cuot ba stven ~o 
. . . 

. ~· _.. 

. acquirtng adequa~ aamplea. ·. '1'ba Bikini eituation vo\.\\rl ·t'~e~ c~~rul. 
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~ .. F ~considr:ration by tho 'new standing committee 'to be for.=d rui' c:!c.:>cr1b0d · 
I 

~ 
1

bel0'_. ... 

! !nh·ctak • DOES thinks it urgent to have vbole body counting done 
I 

·\ oa. the returnina Enivotck people vith.iu 1everal 1D0ntho. It t:as a~rccd· 
4 
' 
~ ~at BNL should arran&e to have this done, using the erl.oti!l!l \>hole-body ,. . 
' counter trailer which would: be set up at Enivetak. Coct for new ~ectronic 

. ' . 
6quipmetlt wo~ be provided by !RDA. lbe present· bioaoooy p•ogr~ (1oclud-.-. . . 

-1ng sick call by physicians) would continue at Bikini for th3 present, but . . 

the Eniwetok bioaasay prograD would not be connected vith physicians. I, 

\

. The aubject of bringing some Bikini people to New York for i'\ vf."'D 
. ·. .,··. . .. . ..-........... :·· 
. I ,:.·. 
· · : · ·Am counting at N\'U was discussed ·and the opinion was e:prceeed tb:it a1a 

.. · .. ~,~ 

might cause Undue concern on the part of the Dild.nia.na. The poBD1b111ty 

of brlngit\g non-Dik.illi people back for countiDg vaa au~estet'\, 
. ' . 

·:i ~ BEST AVAl.l.ABlE _COPY-
Decision-making r~eponeibilitice 

D.OE ARCHIVES 
·, ....... 

Reepomiibilities for radiation assess1:i~nt iD the !!arihell Iolcnds 

in ERDA he.:~ h~t'!n divided bntween DOES and Dttn. OOI:S cethors rodiolo;:1col 

data froi: t; . .: .. :.!rent laboratories (BNL - T~n:cotrial, University of 
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ibe need for a standing coi=itt~e for ·ovorall evDl.uat:ion of the 

I • •' • i, 0 • 'If • ~ •, o " 

envifot., ~tal and pcnoimcl radiological zwnitor1ng ·dab v&s eaniod to 
' . ~~ . . . : : . : : : : 

::•s•:: 

. . , ,, 
• 

(be uri9'nt. Pe~opa t>.,~h 1:Jitra-:ageney·, as ·vpll ·aa .. iAtC't:--~S~"V,..;.c~~t".~ 
.. • . ·. •. • .' •: i' .• •~ .. • · ! ', • ;,~ ':~ ;11 •• ~.:;.,::·.· '.'.I ~., •• ·.:~.a····~,.,·~ , 1:·~~ ~: .. <t·'(·.:·:.:f 

• - . :·:-.:.~ -~ • -J~-~ .; 
\C -'Vith·dociai<m~c pc-.-ore vould b~·n,ce.Doacy~{ '!he-Lml.\··~~'Z~~ ii~~~-

carry out .et least 8nnul11 reviews of radiological data Q:J:t~ Chairc.:m . . 

advise on recommendations and neuesary action. ~ 

·•.· 

' • 
' 

Robert A. Conard, H.S>. 

·• 

BEsr·A·VAJLA-BLE COPY. 
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