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Qur experience in recent test srograms raﬂ?&tedly has demonstrated
that radiastion hasards will not delay resscue and recovery work after ar
eir turst of an atom tomkt. There is no reason that every cesuslty cannot
be removed and trsated immedisziely without serious radiation nazar? to
rescuers,

In the case of a nigh aerial burst of an atomlec weapon, such &s I
think probably would be used, there would be no residual radiastion. In
& low 2ir burst just above the ground’e surfece, the significant residual
radiation would te ccnfined to an area 300 to 400 yards in radius. KXo
rescue work would bte required in thls area because 1t would te devistated.
Rascuers would not he subjeet to injuricus iomizing radiation survivors,

At Prniwetok for instsnce, large nuzcers of sciesntis®s and technicians
returred to the test islands, ss quickiy as trzosportatiom by sir and weter
nerzitted, to rescover their instruments and data needed for their resezren.
On one of thse islands whar=s naw construction was reauired full time work
stzrted 1,000 ysrds from the detoration polnt on the day of the explosion
snd within 72 hours required to tuild tarracks, the workers occupled
their gusrtsrs. There was residual redicactivity in zn srea lmmedlataly
around the dstonati.n point tecause the detonations were mads from towers,

fadiation saf=ty surveys made after the tests in the imrediats area
of Eniwetox Atoll and -eighbtoring irnabited atolls Tailed to reveal any
contarination of & serious nature, Food and drirking water outside tae
destroyed area continued to ts fit for consumption.

The imrediate radiation hazard from the zir burst disapce-rs efter
the first two minutes. Rescue, fire fightimg and recovery work c:n tegin
izmedisztely in any area where there is 1ife, as in any major catastrophe
caused hy conventional air attacks, eartbquakes or disazters on ihe scile
of those at Texas City and Hallfax.
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